
Editorial 
' p H E 1979 Parliamentary Session was certainly 

R not dull. 
The Erasmus Commission's Report on the In

formation Scandal was tabled, resulting in many 
acrimonious accusations being flung across the 
floor of the House, from which neither the Gov
ernment nor the official Opposition emerged un
scathed. 

The eagerly anticipated Reports of the Wiehahn 
Commission into the Utilisation of Manpower 
and the Riekert Commission into Labour Legisla
tion were tabled and welcomed euphorically by 
the Press as harbingers of much needed change, 
to the accompaniment of loud expressions of 
alarm from those political parties and mem
bers of the public who would prefer change to be 
retrogressive. This despite the fact that the 
Riekert Commission Report could hardly be cal
led progressive in terms of the vast majority 
of blacks. 

What did not appear was the long-awaited 
report of the Cillie Commission into the causes 
of the 1976 riots. 

Bills were introduced and passed which fur
ther curtail the freedom of the Press to inform 
the public on matters which it should be its pre
rogative to know, notably the Advocate General 
Act which restricts reporting on corruption and 
maladministration of public funds; the Police 
Act and the Inquest Act which limit reporting on 
police activities and inquests; the Publications 
Amendment Act which makes it an offence to 
have published an article which is subsequently 
banned; and others such as the Petroleum Pro
ducts Amendment Act, the National Supplies Pro
curement Amendment Act, the Divorce Act and 
the Bill to prevent the reporting on monies dis
bursed by the defunct Department of Informa
tion which are under investigation. 

The Independence of Venda Act brings the 
trappings of independence to a third Bantustan, 
with its attendant privileges for some and ills 
for many. 

What went on inside Parliament generated suf
ficient hot air outside it seemingly to convert 
the winds of change into a veritable tornado, but 
now that the dust has settled once again it is 
time to assess what actually has changed and 
what the session has produced. 

Although some heads have rolled as a result of 
the exposures of the Erasmus Commission the 
investigations are by no means complete. There 
are still many unsatisfactory aspects of the In
formation debacle which may never be revealed, 
but which will remain to fester beneath the sur
face and further dent the Government's credib
ility. 

The Press, which for many years has had to 
navigate through a minefield of restrictive legis
lation, will have additional hazards to circum
vent to the detriment of the general public and 
of good government, which requires an informed 
public if it is to function with any degree of 
responsible public participation. 

The Industrial Consolidation Amendment Act, 
emanating from the findings of the Wiehahn 
Commission, excludes migrants and commuters 
— half the black labour force — from membership 
of trade unions and participation in free asso
ciation, and forbids the formation of mixed trade 
unions. Black trade unions, if they apply for and 
are granted registration, will be more stringently 
controlled. 

The Government White Paper on the Riekert 
Commission, which in itself is designed for the 
more effective administration of influx control, 
negates one of its more constructive recommenda
tions, namely the abolition of the 72-hour res
triction on blacks in urban areas. With job op
portunities and the availability of housing to be 
used as the guidelines for the application of the 
Pass Laws and the Riekert recommendation that 
they be extended to other racial groups, ostensibly 
in order to excise their discriminatory aspect, 
the Indian and Coloured people will be threatened 
with influx control, to which they have not pre
viously been nubjectcd. 

There will be relief for the small percentage 
of urban black people who have acquired Section 
10(1) (a) and (b) rights, but for the vast ma
jority of Blacks the Pass Laws will operate 
more stringently than ever. 

Another Bill passed by Parliament provides 
for the imposition of a hefty fine on employers 
and landlords of 'illegal' Blacks. Unemployment 
and poverty will be aggravated as anxious em
ployers dismiss their employees. Dr Koornhof's 
temporary concession does not alter the legisla
tion. 

Venda, poor, non-viable and divided into two, is 
to become independent while still totally reliant 
upon the South African Government for its econ
omic well-being, and the Vendas will join the 
millions of Xhosas and Tswanas in the loss of 
their South African citizenship, while South Af
rica will lose more of its land and its peoples. 

While Dr. Koornhof talks in the United States 
of the death of Apartheid it continues to flourish 
and grow with each successive piece of legis
lation emanating from Parliament, and this ses
sion has been no different. Nothing will deflect 
the Government from its chosen path. 

The 1979 Session produced only one real change 
— in the person of the State President. 
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