
for this, was told that if she was not satisfied she 
could leave. Miss L. was subsequently fired with
out notice or holiday pay because 'she was too 
cheeky'! 

• Unemployment Insurance Fund 
Of all Unemployment Insurance Fund cases dealt 
with this past year a t the Advice Office, 28,3 per 
cent were queries of some sort or another. We 
had a very successful meeting with the Secretary 
for Labour, Mr J . Cilliers, in July 1977, following 
a letter we wrote to the Minister of Labour about 
our experiences of the raal-administration of 
this fund. 
• Housing 
Although we only corresponded on behalf of 
seven specific people about their housing prob
lems, we have continuous queries from people 
who have been on waiting lists for periods up 
to six years, and migrants desperate for accom
modation for thei families. There seems to be 
no solution to this interminable problem which 
gets worse daily. 

Some squatter figures for the Greater Durban 
area : Malukazi 50 000; Mariannhill 60 000; St 
Wendolines Mission 18 000; Clermont 50 000; 

Xnanda 68 000 (official figure, which one can 
safely double). 

The problems facing squatters are insurmount
able — their very illegality, inadequate building 
facilities, lack of water, roads, transport and edu
cation — to name but a few. Squatter upgrading 
should be a priority, and not squatter removals. 

• The Aid Centre 
This centre continues to be helpful to people 
with 'rights' who have been unjustly endorsed out 
or refused work permits. 

• Legal assistance 
This is readily available through the trade union 
and co-ordinating council's legal aid sub-com
mittee. 

• Office administration 
Mr Ezekial Mbele continues t o give us his in
valuable assistance for which we are most grate
ful and without which we could not manage. 1 
personally would like to thank all the Advice 
Office workers for their time and help. We are 
ever thankful to the trade unions for the use 
of their facilities and to Ms Thandi Sithole for 

her typing assistance. S 0 L V E | G p ,p E R 

A match struck in the darkness 
1~|N Friday May 5 at 10 o'clock in the morning, 
" African Self-Help helped itself to a very 
cheerful occasion — 'Story Theatre' a t His Ma
jesty's. True, some of the audience came 
solemn-faced to the occasion, but is this much 
to be wondered at? With the co-operation of the 
authorities 'Story Theatre' had already visited 
many Soweto schools, but today's outing was 
unusual indeed both for the children and the 
staff members who accompanied them. 

Buses arrived carrying children from 31 So
weto creches. Hair especially arranged, and wear
ing a name-tag pinned to the front of a blue or 
pink overall, they arrived — my word how they 
arrived, all 1 200 of them! An audience to glad
den the heart of any theatre manager. Had they 
enjoyed the bus ride? Oh yes. Had they been 
to a theatre before? Oh no. Owing to an in
sufficiency of sponsors each child paid thirty-five 
cents, perhaps not an exorbitant price for a ride 
and a show lasting an hour and a half. 

Once inside the theatre they sat in long antici
patory rows, though a few already behaved like 
an experienced audience by coughing and gazing 
about with interest to see Who Was There. Two 
or three bold spirits even danced in the aisle and 
had to be persuaded back to their seats. But as the 
show began the children gave their full attention 
to what was afoot on the stage. 

Many were pleased by the cardboard figure 
.of a donkey, others by someone removing a bottle 
of milk from a bucket into which a cardboard 
cow had just been milked. The actors needed 

to have their wits fully about them, for it cannot 
be easy to play a comedy scene to dead, absorbed 
silence, or to have one's words drowned by laugh
ter or the rhythmical clapping of hands. 

Four years was supposed to be the minimum 
age of members of the audience, but there were 
present some two-year-olds, either because some
one could not bear to leave them behind, or in 
the belief that you can hardly start 'em too young 
with a Good Thing. 

And was the morning a success? Yes it was. 
Perhaps not everyone in the audience felt able 
to become totally involved with the affairs of a 
Young Russian Peasant and his wife, or even 
with the activities of Henny Penny and Turkey 
Lurkey and all that gullible crew, but in adult 
theatre too one is surely entitled to one's own 
opinion. 

The heart of the matter probably is that sharing 
a pleasant experience like this is like seeing a 
match struck in the darkness. 

FOOTNOTE: African Self-Help is an organisation 
born of Mis desire of white women to assist black 
women to become more attuned to life in the city 
of Soweto. It is not easy to pull up rural roots 
and gro-ur urban ones and many black women feli 
lost antl uncertain in their new environment. A* 
first, whites took charge of most of the adminis
tration, but this is no longer the case for a friend
ly co-operation has long since come into being. 
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