
Crossroads: the facts and the figures 
Taken from the general conclusion to a Black Sash survey 

T H E Black Sash has on record information 
concerning 900 of the total of approximately 

3 000 households in Crossroads, which amounts 
to about ;i per cent of all households. This is 
a very large sample, although it must he home 
in mind that it spans a period of three years 
(1975-1977). 21 per cent of this sample were 
found to be 'qualified' to remain in Cape Town, 
mostly under Section 10(l)<b> of the Act, and 

it is reasonable to assume that at least 20 per cent 
of all Crossroads householders are * qualified*. 

I t appears that in only about three per cent of 
the cases are both husband and wife 'qualified* 
and thus eligible under present government policy 
for family housing. This means that should Cross
roads be demolished, only about 100 families will 
be offered alternative accommodation, and yet 
there must be at least another 500 households in 
which the man not only qualifies to remain in 
Cape Town, but has spent his whole working life 
in Cape Town. 

At least 89 per cent of the 'qualified' male 
householders are married and living with their 

wives. They have chosen to live in shacks rather 
than in the bachelor quarters to which they are 
entiled in Langa, Nyanga or Guguletu. It is in
teresting to note that although the woman might 
not be formally qualified to live in Cape Town, 
the average period of her residence was approx
imately 12 years. For men, both 'qualified' and 
not 'qualified', the average period of residence in 
Cape Town was approximately 18 years. 

The vast majority of 'qualified' men have lived 
and worked in Cape Town for well over 18 years. 
As many as 54 per cent have been in Cape Town 
continuously since the 1940s. 

I t is expected that most 'qualified' men are 
either employed or on pension, but given the 
present rate of unemployment in Cape Town, it 
is perhaps surprising to find such a high per
centage (92 per cent) — at present legally em
ployed in the formal sector. It was estimated that 
only six per cent of the breadwinners were un
employed. 

From the sample in the follow-up study it 
was found that 58 per cent of the house-owners 
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were up-to-date with their payment of dues as 
a t January 31, 1978; a further 20 per cent were 
one month overdue, leaving only 22 per cent 
more than one month overdue. Since the recent 
demolitions at Modderdam, YVerkgenot and Uni-
bell, there has been a sense of insecurity pre
valent at Crossroads which would partly explain 
the failure to keep up-to-date with dut?s payment. 
We should like to suggest that should security 
of tenure be guaranteed, overdue dues would be 
forthcoming, especially from the 'qualified' house
holders. 

The security of the 20 000 inhabitants of Cross
roads remains tenuous, yet the men are in Cape 

Town to work, and are living with their families 
for perfectly normal reasons. Crossroads has sol
ved not only the housing problem, but also the 
stresses and strains of divided families. For three 
years now the men have lived a normal family 
life as a result of their own efforts, and the 
contribution of the Cape Divisional Council. It 
would be a tragedy indeed if so much constructive 
effort were to be destroyed by the demolition of 
Crossroads, and the subsequent dissolution of a 
self-supporting, law-abiding and close-knit com
munity. 

February, 1978. 

'Thu history of the past 50 years tells us that regimes willing to sacrifice human beings to ideologies 
end up with those same ideologies hopelessly distorted by the overriding appetite to hold on to 
power, and often by the creation of a new bureaucratic ruling class.' 

Mr* Shirley Williams, British Secretary far Education, quoted in TilK OBSERVER, 21/5/78. 

'On the other hand, the Publications Appeals Board held that publication of the truth could be 
undesirable because it could be dangerous to the State.' 

Report of an address by Prof Kobus van Rooyen, deputy chief censor, in THE STAR, 20/4/78. 

BOOK CORNER 
NOT HIS PRIDE, Makwedini Julius JVItsaka 

THE FANTASTICAL HISTORY OF A USELESS MAN, devised by the Junction Avenue Theatre Com
pany 

These two plays form a diptych of South Africa today. NOT HIS PRIDE depicts the dehumanising of 
blacks by the extensive range of laws governing their daily lives. THE FANTASTICAL HISTORY OF 
A USELESS MAN sets the irrelevance of the young English-speaking white South African in its his
torical context. 

They are well worth reading for the bitter, wry way they force you to face up to the situation 
instead of 'making love to your own fears". 

Kavan Press, soft cover, R'2,75 each 

'Nothing but racist ideology would assert that Africans have no right to be in Cape Town while people 
who have arrived here from Britain, Germany, Greece, Portugal, Kenya or anywhere else in recent years 
have full r ights / 

Dr Francis Wilson, quoted in THE SVNDAY TIMES, 7/5 '78 
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