
realize their own humanity and that of others, 
Now when you've said all this, and you believe 
it, and you act accordingly, and you are black, 
then you've got Black Power. 

Power is service to others, and in serving jus
tice, power is a t its very best. I t is the ability 
to realize one's humanity as much as God has 
affirmed it in liberating people to be truly human, 
in making the world not a chaos, but a place 
to live in. Realizing this in our South African 
context is the exacting, but sublime task of Black 
Power. 

Black Power is the answer to the white power 
structure, the answer to racism, degradation, 
humiliation, exploitation and alienation. It is the 
discovery that there is no innocent way of going 
through life. It is learning to discern what mat
ters. 

Black Power realizes that the race problem 
is essentially a white problem. But at the same 
time it is also a black problem: the strongest ally 
of the oppressor is the mind of the oppressed. 

White power is not extraordinary or unusual 
and it has nothing of the mythological divinity 
or sacred sanction some whites claim for it, most 
whites believing and all whites enjoying the fruits 
of. Whenever a number of persons within a so
ciety have enjoyed for a considerable period of 
time certain opportunities for getting wealth, for 
exercising power and authority, and for success
fully claiming prestige and social deference, there 
is a strong tendency for these people to feel that 
these benefits are theirs by right. 

Now if this happens within a society where a 
special significance is attached to the colour of 
one's skin and where colour of skin also generally 
designates the rich and the poor, the privileged 
and the under-privileged, racism becomes a re
ality. I t is vis-a-vis this reality that we should 
understand the concept of Black Power. 

For black South Africans, the white power 
structure is manifested in apartheid. Whatever 
grandiloquent ideal this ideology may represent 
for some white people, for blacks it means bad 
housing, being underpaid, pass laws, influx con
trol, migrant labour, group areas, resettlement, 
inequality before the law, fear, intimidation, 
white bosses and black informers, condescension 
and paternalism; in a word, black powerless-
ness. 

The white power structure represents full con
trol by whites over the instruments of power 
and over the major resources of the country. It 
represents an unending spiral of violence inherent 
to the apartheid system. We must l-ealize that 
although apartheid has developed into a most 
formidable system, it has no mystical power of 
its own. I t was designed, carefully planned, and is 
being executed ruthlessly by people — white 
people. Therefore it can be changed by people 
committed to gaining freedom for all who live in 
this country. 

In this regard the issue of violence comes up. 
Although the last word is not spoken about this 
subject, I want to say th is : one must be careful 
not to romanticise violence, and those in power 
must remember that it cannot be the 'solution' 
to every problem that arises as a result of the 
policies they themselves so blindly pursue. I do not 
believe that power comes out of the barrel of a 
gun. It would be wise to remember that violence, 
once unleashed, acquires an autonomy of its 
own of which the inseparable twin is escala
tion. 

Whereas I do not deny that a situation may 
arise where retaliatory violence is forced upon 
people and no other avenue is left open to them, 
I do so with a clear hesitancy, knowing full well 
that it will probably prove a poor solution and 
that violence as such is never 'justified'. While 
saying this we must recognise that South Africa 
is a violent society, with violent laws defended 
by violence. As long as we have apartheid, we 
will have violence. 

1 believe that black solidarity and black human
ity are the creative preconditions for a genuine 
future for all of us. Black divisiveness only per
petuates the system and obvious inability of 
whites to bring about meaningful change. It is 
through black determination and the willingness 
to suffer that blacks have shown whites just 
how iniquituous the South African way of life 
is. This does not mean that we will have no re
lation at all. It does mean, however, that for 
the first time we will have a meaningful relation
ship. 

For we live in this country, black and white, 
and ultimately we belong together. And we must 
learn, as Martin Luther King has said 'to live 
together as brothers, or we shall perish together 
as fools.' 
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