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Extracts from an address delivered at the University of Natal on May 12. 1977 

'CWAPO is a national liberation movement ral-
lying together, on the basis of free and volun

tary association, all freedom-inspired sons and 
daughters of the Namibian people . . . It is the 
expression and embodiment of national unity, 
of a whole people united and organised in the 
struggle for total independence and social libera
tion/ (Article 11 of SWAPO constitution.) 

Article 111 of the SWAPO constitution stated: 
'We therefore do declare the basic aims and ob
jectives of SWAPO as follows: 
• To fight relentlessly for the immediate and 
total liberation of Namibia from colonial and im
perialist occupation; 
• To unite all the people of Namibia, irrespec
tive of race, religion, sex or ethnic origin, into 
a cohesive, representative, national political en
tity; 
• To foster a spirit of national consciousness 
or a sense of common purpose and collective des
tiny among the people of Namibia; 
• To combat ail reactionary tendencies of indi
vidualism, tribalism, racism, sexism and regional
ism; 
• To co-operate to the fullest extent with all the 
genuine national liberation movements, progres
sive governments, organisations and individuals 
throughout the world towards complete elimina
tion of the colonial system of imperialism; 

• To establish in Namibia a democratic, secular 
government founded upon the will and participa
tion of all the Namibian people; 

• To ensure that the people's government exer
cises effective control over the means of produc
tion and distribution and pursues a policy which 
facilitates the way to social ownership of all 
the resources of the country; 

• To work towards the creation of a non-exploi
tative and non-oppressive classless society; 

• To ensure that a people's government in an in
dependent Namibia co-operates with other states 
in Africa in bringing about African unity; 

• To see that the people's government works 
in close co-operation with all peace-loving states 
towards world peace and security. ' .*. 

We have rejected 'the Turnhalle Tribal Con
ference* because: — 

• it is not representative of the Namibian peo
ple; 

• it consists of hand-picked puppet and political 
opportunists as well as some who came into 
•power' through South African controlled 'elec
tions' . . , 

• it has ethnicity as its alfa and omega, and 
th us disregards the real feelings of the over
whelming majority of the Namibian people; 
• it is in fact nothing else but a new approach, 
and the perpetuation of the divide and rule prin
ciple and balkanization of Namib ia . . . 

As a matter of principle SWAPO cannot and 
will never participate in ethnic politics or ethnic 
elections . . . 

SWAPO has repeatedly asked for free, national 
elections in Namibia adding that we are prepared 
to submit to the wishes of the people. This in it
self recognises the existence of other political 
trends in Namibia . . . 

'Our experience of persecution and racialism 
over many years has deepened our unqualified 
commitment to democratic rule, the eradication of 
racialism, the establishment of the rule of law and 
the entrenchment of human 'rights' and fur
t he r . . . it will be for the people to decide — not 
for any individual or group — through their elec
ted representatives, what kind of constitution, 
what form of government they desire . ' . . . 

Meanwhile the struggle continues. 
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