
Turnhalle constitutional conference in Windhoek 
on the basis essentially of ethnic or tribal repre
sentation. 

The contrast between these negotiations and 
those which Mr Vorstcr helped convince Mr Smith 
were necessary in Rhodesia is considerable. In 
any event they do not as yet appear to have 
made any significant impact on external opinion 
— unless it be to add to the criticism. 

One important link between the outward policy 
and detente which remained essentially the same 
was or is the insistence that peaceful co-existence 
and economic co-operation must take place on 
the basis of non-interference in domestic affairs. 

To put it in another way, that the finding of 
some solution to South Africa's external difficul-
teis carries with it no implications for the con
duct of its internal affairs. Even without taking 
into account the still graver implications of re
cent events I would have to question the long 
te**m prospects of detente on such a basis. 

As I sought to show in my brief general ob
servations concerning anti-colonialism, for most 
African states the normalisation of relations with 
South Africa and the development of economic 
and diplomatic links and relations are not more 
important than "decolonialisation" and apart
heid. 

For them, therefore, detente is at one level, 
simply a response to a new regional crisis and, 
at another, a temporary alternative to the 
policy of political isolation and confrontation — 
to be judged by its success in achieving the same 
goals. What those goals are has been stated many 
times in the major policy statements of the 
OAU and the resolutions of the UN namely, the 
achievement of majority rule in Rhodesia, the 
independence through majority rule and the 
maintenance of territorial integrity in Namibia or 
SWA and the abolition of apartheid. 

Detente is not flourishing with respect to Rho

desia, nor is it making much headway on the 
issue of SWA, 

The reasons for this are not far to seek. To 
begin with, South Africa does not accept the 
Advisory Opinion of the International Court 1971 
which declares South Africa's administration to 
be illegal 

Secondly, it does not view SWA as the UN and 
OAU do — the last major colonial problem other 
than Rhodesia. 

Thirdly, it refuses to include SWAPO in the 
Windhoek constitutional talks despite its recogni
tion by the international community as the 
"authentic" representative of the SWA people, 
or to negotiate with it. Fourthly, it refuses to set 
a fixed period of time for independence and its 
own withdrawal, Fifthly, it refuses to accept 
the role of the UN in the process of bringing 
about independence and sixthly, it has moved very 
slowly to bring about the abolition of discrimina
tion and the repeal of apartheid laws in the ter
ritory; and finally it has neither released political 
prisoners nor granted amnesty for the return of 
political exiles. 

There can be no doubt that SWA is a major 
target and a top priority in the anti-colonialism 
campaign- The Third World is determined that 
it shall reach independence and according to 
principles which have dominated the rhetoric of 
decolonialisation if not, unhappily, the substance. 

If South Africa is to salvage detente at all, 
if detente is to provide any basis for further 
co-operation or a breathing space for internal 
reforms, South Africa will have to find a more 
flexible approach to SWA and a more substantial 
basis for compromises. 

The conditions for the maintenance of detente 
are presumably South African assistance in 
bringing about a Rhodesian settlement — that 
is a transition from the status quo to a Black 
majority government; the granting of independ
ence to SWA in an acceptable form and the move
ment away from discrimination in SA itself. 

* i* ENID WATT 
TyfY old friend, neighbour and fellow Sasher has died peacefully. An enthusiastic 

member of the Black Sash, in the days when I couldn't attend meetings, she was 
my contact, and many a day she called over the fence to tell me of the latest decisions to 
"haunt", or other activities, and to arrange to go together. 

Then one day she said to me, "You know, before I joined the Black Sash, I only read 
the Women's Page. But now I realise how very important and interesting knowledge of 
political facts are in order to be able to oppose those things we consider to be in need of 
change in our society." 

her newfound 
views. 

In her circle, Enid therefore often used 
ments against those holding "verkrampte" 

How I shall miss her mini car pulling up at my gate! 
We extend our sympathy to her two sons and their families. 

knowledge to support her argu-
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