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1955: 
Bantu Education Legislation — The use of 

Afrikaans and English on a 50-50 basis as me
dium of education for Black children in urban 
secondary schools written into the Act. No en
forcement because of lack of personnel qualified 
to teach in Afrikaans. 

1972: 
Inspectors discussed the principle with head

masters of post primary schools. Some agreed 
to try teaching arithmetic or gardening or sewing 
in Afrikaans. Good exam results for those who 
tried arithmetic. 

December 1972: 
Bantu Education Journal — Statement by Min

ister M. C. Botha about medium of instruction 
to be applied from January 11)75. Two alter
natives either 50-50 basis or in either of the 
official UtngiuiffCH, 

April 1974: 
Death of Secretary of Department of Bantu 

Education, Dr van Zyl. who had recommended 
single medium schools. 

August 29, 1974: 
Departmental Regional Circular No. 2 — Uni

form approach in schools of Southern Transvaal 
Region from Std 5 to matriculation. English 
and Afrikaans to be used on 50-50 basis as from 
beginning of lir^S. 

Headmasters objected immediately, pointing out 
that Black children obliged to learn through 
three language media. Educationally unsound. 
Inspectors' reaction — this must be done even 
if teachers and children suffer. Inspectors con
trol examinations. 

Next departmental circular allowed application 
for deviation from rule, to be made through in
spectors who could recomment deviation. 

December 1974: 
At least nine schools made such application. 

No reply received. 

January 1975: 
Schools began teaching through medium of 

English. 
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January 3,1975: 
African Teachers' Association of South Africa 

submitted a memorandum to department, listing 
their objections. Educationally unsound, teachers 
not proficient, parents and teachers desired Eng
lish as medium of instruction. 

Department reaction — no final decision. 
Could apply for deviation. 

May 1975: 
Replies received to December 1974 applications 

for deviations, dated April 9, 1975. Written in 
Afrikaans, signed De Beer, circuit inspector. De
viation refused. 

School boards reacted. One school board chair
man fired. Department stated this not a board 
but professional matter. 

May 6, 1975 
Hansard — Mr Punt Janson: "No, I have not 

consulted them and I am not going to consult 
them". 

Tension in Soweto schools reported in the Press 
throughout 1975. 

April 1976: 
African Teachers Association of South Africa 

interview with Department of Bantu Education 
ask for reply to their memorandum and raise 
50-50 rule again. Told legislation embodies equal
ity of both official languages, and Europeans in 
White areas pay for education of Black chil
dren. 

May 1976: 
Children a t Orlando West Junior Secondary 

School start boycotting classes because they do 
not understand Arithmetic and Social Studies 
lessons given in Afrikaans. Children demand that 
Inspector De Beer come and explain. No response. 
Parents call meeting at school. New chairman of 
school board, replacing the one they had elected 
who had been fired, claims department respons
ible. Parents threaten to hang him. 

Decided to send school board to see department. 
Strike spreads to other schools. Inspector un
willing to meet children but watch numbers of 
children away and duration of absence so they 
can be expelled and teachers transferred. 
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School Board takes no action on absences. Chil
dren decide not to write mid-year exams. 

From May 27 to June 10, 1976: 
Rene de Villiers, MP, makes representations 

at the request of the Institute of Race Relations 
on several occasions to the Deputy Minister, Dr 
Treurnicht. Treurnicht denies that the position 
in Soweto is deteriorating", 

June 14,1976: 
Urban Bantu Council goes to see Director of 

Southern Transvaal Region, Mr Ackerman. Told 
this is none of their business. Leonard Mosala of 
the UBC issues statement that another Sharpe-
ville could follow. 

At some time during this period, the pupils of 
the junior secondary schools, now joined by senior 
high school pupils who have espoused their cause, 
decide to hold a march and a meeting a t the Or
lando Stadium. 

June 16,1976: 
About 10 000 pupils assemble and march in the 

direction of the Stadium, AH peaceful until they 
reach Orlando West where they encounter a 
number of policemen. The events thereafter will 
be established by the judicial commission, 

June 18, 1976: 
West Rand Administration Board officials call 

a meeting of Soweto leaders, who demand to see 
the Minister. 

June 19,1976: 
A Soweto delegation demands that the Minister 

abolish Afrikaans as a medium of instruction. 
M. C. Botha replies — schools never forced, was 
confusion and misunderstanding, official lan
guages were entrenched, not prepared to take an 
immediate decision, suggests meeting June 2-"> at 
80 Albert St, Black delegation to include five 
Urban Bantu Councillors, 10 teachers, JO school 
hoard members. 

June 25, 1976: 
African Teachers' Association of South Africa 

reiterating their stated principles, demand that 
English should be the only medium used in Afri
can schools from Std 5 to matriculation, as from 
July 20, 1976. All school board and committee 
board members, who had been dropped because 
they objected to the use of Afrikaans, to be re
instated. African people should be involved in the 
decision making bodies affecting the education 
of their children, 

July 1976: 
Reply from M, C, Botha by letter to the Chair

man of the UBC, copies sent to Association of 
African Teachers of South Africa. 50-50 rule 
stands, but teaching may be in the medium of 
either English or Afrikaans with special atten
tion to the other language. 

When Black schools reopen, English will be 
used as the medium of instruction in Soweto, 

A mother's view 
HENRIETTA MOABI 

A FRIKAANS as a medium for African schools 
sparked the riot- In 1973 Afrikaans was in

troduced in some schools in Soweto, although it 
was not compulsory. 

In 1974-1975 children experienced difficulty in 
obtaining Afrikaans textbooks from bookshops* 
The position became worse because there were not 
enough teachers for all subjects, particularly 
Afrikaans, 

In 1976 the 50-50 basis of tuition became com
pulsory after the Bantu Education Board of In
spectors met. The Board consists of White offi
cials only. 

For five weeks children protested quietly, hop
ing to bring their grievances before the Educa
tion Board, but in vain. Instead Security Police 
picked up children one by one from different 
schools for questioning. 

Time lapsed, and children called a mass meet

ing at Orlando Stadium, because the Stadium is at 
the centre of Soweto and is open and big. 

The rest is history. 
Some families have now lost their breadwinners. 

Some have lost more than one child. Some of our 
children will never walk again. We ai*e really 
sad. 

I find the whole situation rather appalling. The 
Government is unfair to us Blacks. The riot was 
unnecessary if our problems were dealt with 
promptly. Our children's problems arc our prob
lems, because we pay for their education and ex
pect them to pass all the subjects necessary. 

South Africa is a land of fear, and fear has a 
limit. The Government over-protects the Whites 
at the expense of our lives, and apartheid is at 
the root. 

Anger makes men lose their heads. The humble 
protest had nothing to do with looting, shooting 
and destructive fires. This was never meant to 
happen. 
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