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TpHE 1976 Parliamentary session has seen the 
enactment of legislation which further as

saults the freedom to oppose, criticise and dissent, 
and has provided no indication whatsoever of the 
Government's publicly avowed intention to move 
away from discrimination — quite the contrary, 
in fact. 

The Parliamcntai-y Internal Security Commis
sion, created by law with wide powers to investi
gate individuals and organisations whose activi
ties might be considered to be a threat to in
ternal security — a broad, general term which 
has not been clearly defined — is to be composed 
of National Party members of Parliament who 
must obviously have political axes to grind and 
cannot therefore be dispassionate. Both opposi
tion parties declined to co-operate. 

The State Security Bill, the "SS Bill", renam
ed the Internal Security Act, gives the Minister of 
Justice practically unbridled power to intern, for 
repeated periods of one year, anyone whom he 
considers is doing, or might do, anything to en-
danger the security of the State. 

These acts invest the Government with yet 
more power to limit political freedom, by impos
ing its will upon an electorate which is being pro
gressively intimidated, both by the severity of 
possible punishment for undisclosed and ill-de
fined crimes and by the total absence of access 
to the courts of law. 

The non-electorate, the voiceless millions, have 
had increasingly sti*ingent restrictions placed up-
on them by the Squatters Act and the Transkei 
Status Act. 

The Squatters Act provides heavy penalties for 
squatters and property owners, allows for demo
lition without the protection of a court order, and 
indirectly applies influx control to a much wider 
section of the population by placing the onus on 
employers to enffure that housing is available for 
anyone they may wish to employ. 

The Transkei Status Act, with the stroke of a 
pen, threatens to withdraw South African citizen
ship from over a million Transkeians who do not 
live in the Transkei and whose bonds with it 
might be and often are tenuous indeed. 

The Theron Commission Report on the Coloured 
people was tabled and important recommenda
tions were immediately rejected by the Govern
ment without any discussion whatsoever. 

Before the session ended there were riots in 
Soweto, spreading to other Black townships, 
sparked off by Government insistence that Afri

can school children be taught half their subjects 

through the medium of Afrikaans, and by its 
utter intransigence in the face of reasonable and 
orderly appeals for the withdrawal of this direc
tive. 

The Prime Minister's message to the Nation 
emphasised the wish of the rioters to "create 
large-scale panic" and accused them of "a deli
berate attempt to encourage polarisation between 
Black and White". 

It made no mention of the initial cause of the 
rioting, nor did it show any appreciation of the 
fact that violence could only have spread as it 
did because it occurred amongst people whose 
last shreds of security were being torn from them 
by the threatened loss of their citizenship and 
whose entire lives are throttled by Government 
red tape. 

Neither does the Prime Minister appear to 
recognise that his party's policy of deliberate 
separation, since 1948 when it came to power, has 
itself been responsible for polarisation. Sadly 
missing from the Prime Minister's statement was 
any indication of redress for justifiable resent
ment. 

How encouraging it would have been, even a t 
this late date, had Mr Vorster, as well as saying 
"The Government will not be intimidated, and 
orders have been given to maintain order at all 
costs", also given some indication of Govern
ment acknowledgement of valid grievances and of 
its willingness to negotiate. 

It is a frightened government that can inter
pret security only in terms of the mailed fist; a 
blind one that cannot sec the relationship between 
cause and effect; and a fanatical one that believes 
it can impose its ideology forever upon a largely 
unwilling and suffering population, refusing to 
compromise in any way. 

Without justice, law, order and security cannot 
be achieved, except in the short term through the 
use of force. Given justice, given the recognition 
of the dignity, rights and freedom of all in this 
country, they would automatically prevail. 

The record of the Government during the first 
six months of 1976, both inside and outside Parlia
ment, bears not the slightest resemblance to a 
conciliatory (weg-beweeg) approach, but only in
dicates its determination to press ahead with its 
preconceived plans regardless of the consequences. 
These will prove increasingly dire for the whole 
country and everyone in it unless the Government 
changes its direction, drastically and immediately. 
What chance is there of that, one wonders? 
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