
The shared society 

6The Coloured question is perhaps the most intriguing and perplexing one in South African society. 
The Coloured woman can truly be called South African woman. Among them you will find a vast num
ber in rural areas whose way of life is equivalent to the African and an equal number whose life 
pattern is the exact equivalent of their White counterpart, and it is for this reason that we are the 
most downtrodden, scorned, shunned and even hated by the so-called traditionally pure races of this 
land. 9 

6If-we are to live peacefully in a shared society there will have to be a change of attitude. 0%*er-em-
phasis of tradition should be broken. We must throw off the shackles tha t bind us to the p a s t ! . . .9 

4It is during the crucial period of childhood and growing up that the seed of love and respect of fellow 

human beings is sown.9 

MAUREEN THOO. 

6To me a "shared society" means I must have exactly the same right as you have to share in govern
ment in my country. By sharing I do not mean voting for a homeland government whose authority 
has no effect on my personal life — I mean that I must share in voting for a representative in the 
central Parliament which representative would then be responsible to me and my interests in the 
legislative body and this applies whether South Africa ends up with a federal system or a unitary 
system.9 

Mr. Janson says Mr. Janson does 
MR JANSON said that he had Issued an instruction that Black women in 
the townships should not be evicted when their husbands die or desert 
them. 

MRS GUMEDE'S husband died in June, 1974. In January, 1975, she and her two children, who are 
eight and six years old, were ordered to vacate the house in Vbsloorus, Boksburg where she had 
lived lawfully with her husband. She is in lawful employment and can support herself and her chil-
ren. 

She was bom in Johannesburg in 1947 and transferred legally to Boksburg to live with her husband 
in 1965 when she married. She has always had a permit but because of her move to Boksburg she 
has lost her permanent residence right in Johannesburg and has not been in Boksburg for the 
necessary 15 years to acquire a right of residence there. 
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