
The Black Sash Die Swart Serp 

TTHE whole face of Southern Africa has been 
undergoing a transformation during recent 

months. Mozambique has attained its indepen
dence from Portugal under a Frelimo government. 
Angola has attained its independence and is in 
a s ta te of crisis. UDI and the Smith regime in 
Rhodesia are under siege to a degree not pre
viously experienced by them, and the winds of 
change are blowing in Namibia, 

All these events have been occurring practically 
on South Africa's doorstep, and have not left 
her unaffected. 

In addition to being International Women's 
Year, 1975 is the year of detente for South 
Africa. Mr Vorster has been sallying forth into 
Black Africa, str iving to establish contacts, to 
build a market for exports and, last but not least, 
to safeguard South Africa's security in a situa
tion where inimical forces a re approaching ever 
nearer as its buffer zones disappear. 

But the Black states of Southern Africa a re 
demanding change within South Africa as the 
price for detente. They will not countenance the 
gross injustices which have been inflicted upon 
citizens of this country simply because of the pig
mentation of their skins. 

Mr. Vorster is discovering that moral-sounding 
catchwords and phrases such as "separate de
velopment", "separate but equal", "independent 
homelands", unsupported by reality, are not 
acceptable. 

They do not begin to cancel out such daily epi
sodes in the lives of Black people as arres ts under 
the pass Jaws; endorsements out of urban a reas ; 
separation of husbands and wives and parents 
and children; group areas removals; black spot 
removals; amenities which a re separate but not 
equal and mostly not available at all for Black 
people, and a host of other i r r i tants and abuses 
too numerous to mention. 

Such a situation cannot continue indefinitely, 
it is neither r ight nor just and it cannot be im
posed with impunity. In his search for detente Mr 
Vorster i s being forced to recognise this , as is 
evidenced by the grant ing of such small conces
sions as the opening of the Nico Malan Theat re 
— to mixed audiences though not to mixed casts 
— allowing some relaxation in the field of sport, 
permitt ing more hotels to admit members of all 
race groups. 

In the eyes of Black Africa such concessions 
are totally inadequate. They in no way alter the 
absolutely fundamental disabilities suffered by 
Black people. 

Black people have no meaningful political 
representation. A vote in the homelands is nothing 
more than a gesture of acknowledgement of the 
importance of the r ight to vote, because while 

Parl iament remains the sole law-and-decision-
making body, and Black people remain unrepre
sented in it and without the r ight to vote for it, 
any other votes a re useless. 

Black children do not enjoy free, compulsory 
education, a s do White children, and the poorest 
sections of the community a re obliged to pay for 
an education for their children which is different 
from White education and which they bitterly 
resent. 

The same job opportunities arc not available to 
Black people. Job reservation, unequal t ra in ing 
facilities and the obligation the law places upon 
employers to provide separate toilets and ablution 
arrangements for members of different races all 
militate against them. Should they achieve the 
same s ta tus of employment as their White col
leagues they are paid at different and lower 
rates. 

Add to all these disabilities the restrictions 
caused and the misery inflicted by the pass laws 
and the compulsory migrant labour system and a 
picture is presented of f lagrant racial discrimina
tion* 

No wonder Black Africa demands change in 
South Africa. The need for change has been 
growing increasingly urgent with the passing 
years, as the justifiable frustration, anger and 
resentment felt by Black people has been aggra
vated by ever more s tr ingent restrictions placed 
upon them. 

Yet it has taken events outside South Africa 
and the resultant search for detente to bring 
this need home to the Government. Hence the 
changes which a re both too little and possibly 
too late. 

It is this conditioning which must now be over
come, and people must be made to realise t ha t 
unless all the inequities a re removed and a jus t 
society is voluntarily created, what is not freely 
given must eventually and inevitably be forcibly 
taken by the vast majority of the people in this 
land who are being denied their bir thright . 

Here is a task for women in this year of women 
and of detente. Here is an opportunity for White 
women to help their Black sisters to rectify the 
basic and major disabilities under which they 
labour. For Black women are denied the r ight to 
be with their husbands; to live as a family unit 
bringing up their children with shared responsi
bili ty; to become the tenants o r owners of a 
house; to choose their own marr iage pa r tne r s ; to 
attain majority s ta tus a t the age of 21 years. 

When Black women have achieved equal s ta tus 
with White women, then women together can 
strive to achieve a jus t society which will guaran
tee them equal r ights with men and a t the same 
time bring detente into the realms of possibility. 


