
home*' their time will be cut out queueing for 
the gas ring or scampering for the loo. 

The authorities do not claim ignorance of 
the fact that people forcibly herded together 
will, in moments of stress, exhaustion and 
frustration, act and react as less than humans. 
At each end of each passageway is a steel 
drop-gate, electronically operated by a central 
switch "in case of disturbances". The reason 
given for such hateful epitomes of White 

power and oppression? — "because 'they1 are 
different". 

Different they thankfully are, for in any 
situation there is very little equality and com
parisons are always odious. Who displays the 
characteristics of man and who of savage? — 
the tyrant or the slave, the glutton or the 
starved, the oppressor or the oppressed, the 
crucified or the slayers? 

Barbara Waite. 

MIGRATORY LABOUR... 
Redundant Families 

Jt seems that the Black Sash was rather naive in February when they welcomed Dr. 
Koornhof's announcement that a man qualifying to live permanently In an urban area 

might bring his wife to live with him in terms of Section 10(1 ) (c ) of the Urban Areas 
Act, provided that he had suitable accommodation. At the time we expressed our re
servations that the lack of suitable accommodation was going to prevent many married 
couples from taking advantage of the concession and we regretted that the concession 
would only apply to people who were married by civil rites after 10th December, 1971. 

Since February we have assisted a number 
of men and women to make application for 
permits to live together in Johannesburg. At 
first it was encouraging to feel that some 
of these people could hope that they would 
be allowed to live normal married lives, but 
as the months went by with no decisions being 
made by the authorities and no women com
ing back to report that their applications had 
been successful, hope dwindled and we again 
shared the sorrow and despair of people sepa
rated by law and prevented from fulfilling 
their marriage vows. 

Now as Family Day draws near, all has 
become clear. Dr. Koornhof made his state
ment at the beginning of this year. On June 
24 Mr. Moss, chairman of the Johannesburg 
management committee, said that the muni
cipality's Non-European Affairs Department 
had made 50 applications to the Department 
of Bantu Administration and Development for 
men to be allowed to have their wives living 
with them in Johannesburg but no replies 
have been received. 

Mr. Moss said that the Non-European Af
fairs Department had received no directives 

dealing with this issue which means that they 
are unable to make decisions in individual 
cases without referring them to the Govern
ment Department of Bantu Administration. 

A spokesman for that department said that 
the Chief Bantu Affairs Commissioner was in 
Europe until August and he would have to 
deal with these applications. Meanwhile people 
wait on the pleasure of the department for 
vital decisions which will affect their whole 
future happiness. 

On June 9, Dr. Koornhof said in an address 
to the Synod of the Nederduits Gereformeerde 
Church at Ga Rankuwa that his department 
was determined to eliminate the unhealthy 
state of affairs under which many African 
families could not live together. 

The public could feel more confident that 
lie means what he says if they could see some 
concrete results of his very limited conces
sion made in February. When a cabinet minis
ter makes a statement like this in Parliament 
one is entitled to expect that immediate action 
will be taken by his department to put it into 
effect. 
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Dr. Koomhof says the border industries 
enable Africans to live with their wives in 
the homelands. This U undoubtedly so for the 
limited numbers who live near border indus
trial growth areas, but does not in any way 
alleviate the plight of those hundreds of 
thousands of men who work in the White 
areas of the Republic, both on farms and in 
the cities, whose labour is required by the 
Whites, but whose choice of wife must de
pend on a woman's rights to live in a specific 
area, or who will only experience any family 
life for three or four weeks in a year through
out their working lives. 

If Dr. Koornhof's concession had been im
mediately put into effect this would have 
shown that the dreadful disruption of black 
family life was of real concern to the govern
ment and one could have hoped that all the 
thousands of married people not affected by 
the concession — that is, all those who have 
no married accommodations in the cities, those 
men who do not fulfil the rigorous require
ments of the law to be regarded as permanently 
living in the place where they work, and all 
those whose marriages took place before De
cember 10, 1971 — would have eventually 
been able to hope for a change in policy and 
permits to live together. Now, it seems, there 
is no hope. 

The following cases illustrate just a few 
examples of broken families currently strugg
ling to live together. Can White South Africa 
honestly continue to celebrate Family Day. 

Mr. M. J. M. 
is one of the men who complies in every 
respect with the terms of Dr. Koornhof's 
concession. He qualifies to remain in Johan
nesburg in terms of Section 10( 1 ) ( b ) , he is 
the registered tenant of a house in Soweto, 
which he was allotted some years ago when 
his first wife was still alive. He married Miss 
M. N. L. in March this year. She came from 
the Transkei at the end of 1971 to marry 
him. Their marriage took place on March 
2 and she was ordered to leave the prescribed 
area of Johannesburg on March 13. She 
lodged an appeal with the Bantu Affairs 
Commissioner within the stipulated seven-
day period asking that she he given per
mission to remain in terms of Section 10 
< l ) ( c ) . 

If the concession means anything at all she 
must surely be given permission to remain 
with her husband. 

Mr.X. 

has been employed by one employer as a 
domestic servant for more than ten years. 
He therefore qualifies to remain in Johan
nesburg in terms of Section 1 0 ( l ) ( b ) . His 
wife comes from Pilanesburg; she came to 
be with her husband and her husband's em
ployer, who has suitable accommodation for 
them to live together, wishes to employ her 
too. But permission to register the wife 
was refused and she was told to leave Johan
nesburg. 

Mr. X's accommodation is not accommoda
tion in terms of the regulations, even though 
his wife would be employed at the same 
place, if he were to live in Soweto and 
travel to work each day he would still not 
be allowed to apply for a house for himself 
because bis wife has no permit to live with 
him. His wife cannot apply for this permit 
until he has accommodation for her, which 
means a house, so it seems he will never be 
able to break out of this vicious circle and 
he and his wife can never look forward to 
normal married life. 

Mr. L. M. 

is married to a woman who qualifies to live 
in Ladysmith in terms of Section 10(1 ) ( b ) . 
If he qualified in Johannesburg he would be 
able to apply for a transfer for her to come 
to live with him. Unfortunately he is re
gistered in terms of Section 1 0 ( l ) ( d ) and 
must wait another two years before he can 
qualify. Then, if he has suitable accommo
dation, he can hope that they can live toge
ther in a common home with their children. 
One can only hope that the marriage of 
these two young people will survive the 
strain of the enforced separation until that 
time. 

Mrs. C. R. 

is married to a man who qualifies in Jo
hannesburg in terms of Section 1 0 ( l ) ( b ) 
and who has a lodger's permit in Soweto. 
She came to Johannesburg in 1950 and has 
been able to find documents to prove her 
residence here from 1959. She was ordered 
to leave Johannesburg some years ago and 
appealed to the Bantu Affairs Commission
er, asking that her right to remain in Johan
nesburg in terms of Section 10(1 ) ( c ) be 
recognised. Her case has been under invest i-
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gation for more than two years and she has 
been living on three-month temporary per
mits since the middle of 1970. Her latest 
extension will last until the end of Sep
tember. The uncertainty is causing her acute 
anxiety and, of course, her husband cannot 
even get his name emunerated on the long 
waiting list for a house until she has per
mission to remain with him. 

Mrs. N. M, M. 

is applying for permission to live with her 
husband in Alexandra. She is a displaced 
person because, although she was born in 
Johannesburg and lived here continuously 
until 1959, she accepted employment in 
Bryanston in that year, not realising that 
she would thus lose her 1 0 ( l ) ( a ) right to 
stay in Johannesburg. She worked in Bryan
ston until 1965 when her employer moved 
from there into the municipal area of Johan
nesburg. Mrs. M. was allowed a transfer 
back to Johannesburg but only as long as 
she remained employed by the employer 
who obtained the transfer. She left this job 
after some years and was endorsed out of 
Johannesburg. She married Mr. M., who 
lives in Alexandra in terms of Section 10 
( l ) ( a ) , early this year and has been living 
with him in Alexandra but has been fined 
several times for being there illegally. Her 
prospect of getting permission to stay with 
her husband is complicated by the fact that 
he has been told that he will be moved into 
a hostel and will therefore not have the 
necessary "accommodation" for his wife to 
be granted permission in terms of Section 
1 0 ( l ) ( c ) . 

Mrs. N. E. D. 

was ordered to leave Johannesburg in 1969 
because she first came here from the Ciskei 
when shtf married in 1965 and therefore was 
refused permission to remain.. (Women arc 
only given permits to live and work in Jo
hannesburg if they can prove that they en
tered the area before March 10, 1959). She 
is married to a man who qualifies to remain 
permanently in Johannesburg. Mrs. N. E . D. 
has lived here illegally with her husband 
since her endorsement out. but two factors 
caused her to try again to legalise her posi
tion. She had heard people in Soweto tell 
about Dr . Koornhof saying that men could 
bring their wives to the cities, and her 

husband's mother died recently. The Super
intendent told her husband that he could 
become the registered tenant of his mother's 
house if his wife got permission to remain 
with him. They have two children, aged 
five and three. If her present application 
fails then her husband will have to vacate 
the house and she and the children will 
either continue to live with him illegally, 
which will be very much more difficult if 
there is no longer a house for them, or she 
will have to take the children back to the 
Ciskei and hope for the occasional visitor's 
permit to visit her husband. 

Mrs. N. M. D. 

is another displaced person. She was born 
and reared on a White man's farm in the 
Magaliesburg district. In 1966 she married 
a 1 0 ( l ) ( a ) qualified man in Krugersdorp. 
Thev have four children. She was refused 
permission to stay with her husband in Kru
gersdorp because he did not have a house, 
although he is convinced that there are 
houses available in Krugersdorp. She was 
also told that she could not go back to the 
farm where she was born because her father 
is now dead and the farmer is not permitted 
to keep her on his property unless she is 
employed by him. She and her children 
literally have nowhere in the whole Republic 
where thev mav legaHv live. 

Mr. M., Mr. G. and Mr. N. 

have all submitted applications to have their 
wives living with them in Johannesburg in 
terms of Section 10(1 ) ( c ) . They are anxi
ously awaiting the results of their applica
tions but all three are living as lodgers with 
relatives and fear that permission will be 
refused because they have no houses of their 
own and cannot get on to the waiting list 
for houses until their wives are permitted 
to be in Johannesburg. 

Johannesburg Advice Office. 

"THE LORD took seven days to make 
the earth's arrangements; who are we 
to expect any man to do anything In 
less time?" 

Mr. George Bender, Manager of 
the Aid Centre in Johannesburg. 
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