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T N DISCUSSING T R E N D S I N SOCIETY i t is 
well t ha t we remind ourselves of the tremen

dous events and changes of the twentieth century. 
The Industrial Revolution which began in the 
second half of the eighteenth century continues 
today. I t has brought with it changes of such 
magnitude, scientifically, socially and politically, 
t ha t humanity is having difficulty in adjusting it
self to the new conditions. 

The tempo of change was stepped up from the 
beginning of the twentieth century as a result 
of the demands of the two world wars . The 
scientific discoveries, the advances in development 
a re phenomenal. I personally remember the first 
closed car. I saw Major Miller land with the 
first airmail to South Africa- I remember the 
first wireless, the first talkie film, the first colour 
films, the first electric heaters , stoves, fridges, 
washing machines and all the labour saving da-
vices which have altered our mode of living. 

I remember the frightful day when ihe first 
atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. We 
now have guided missiles, satellites continuously 
circling the ear th , Telstar, men going imv space 
and coming back alive, and computers and auto
mation. 

The advances in medicine are incredible. The 
discovery of sulnha drugs, of penicillin and of all 
the other anti-biotics has revolutionised it. Pre
ventive medicine has advanced and the marvels 
of modern surgery, neuro surgery, ophthalmic 
surgery, hear t surgery and now organ t rans
plants have changed the whole concept of medical 
science. 

The speed of travel and communications i s 
taken for granted, but I can remember when it 
took four times as long to go to Cape Town by 
t ra in as it now takes to go from Johannesburg 
to London by air . The world i s a smaller place 
and modern science has made countries and peo
ple more dependent on each other and more in
volved in all mankind. 

The scientific and technical development 
brought vast changes in the s t ructure of society. 
Millions of rural people became urban dwellers 
and had to live in closer communities. A differ
ent kind of economy and a new kind of society 
was born. The age of the small man, the indi
vidual craf tsman was coming to an end and 
machines began to take over the skills which had 
always been done by hand. The craf t s of the 
cabinet maker, the goldsmith and silversmith, 

the potter and the saddler were to become dying 
ar ts . Men began to work in factories control
ling machines. Products previously made with 
pride and loving care, by hand, were now mass 
produced a t less cost. 

Industrialisation brought wealth and much of 
the wealth was built with underpaid and over
worked labour. This resulted in the establish
ment of the t rade union movement which strove 
to prevent exploitation and to guard the inter
ests of the working man. Industrialisation was 
soon to demand the labour of women and they, 
for better or for worse, became an integral p a r t 
of the economy. 

Increased wealth, improved living conditions 
and the rapid growth of world population are 
continuing occurrences. The population of the 
world is increasing by more than 90,000 a day 
and this fact i s causing g rave concern. The 
problem of how to feed the present and future 
population and to ensure t ha t population growth 
does not exceed the maximum number of people 
which the ear th can support , is worrying scien
t is ts everywhere, 

The scientific and technological advancements 
have created serious social problems. I t is obvi
ous t ha t intensive research is required to investi
gate these problems. 

The Industrial Revolution changed the char
acter of the economy from an agr icul tura l to an 
industrial one and the mass of people became 
urban dwellers. Overcrowding inevitably occur
red and has reached serious proportions. Urban 
development and urban renewal a re presently 
exercising the minds of town planners and social 
workers. 

Man has not so f a r completely adjusted him
self to living in crowded areas. We know of the 
s t range phenomenon of the lemmings, the small 
animals which commit suicide by drowning in 
order to reduce their numbers caused by an in
supportable increase in the size of the lemming 
population. I do not suggest t h a t over crowding 
has such drast ic effects on human beings, but I 
do suggest tha t dozens of families living in huge 
blocks of flats in congested a reas a re detrimen
tally affected by this environment. The increase 
in mental illness, of drug addiction, alcoholism, 
homosexuality and other social evils which are, 
in my view, due, a t least part ial ly, to living in 
crowded areas where noise, tensions and the an-
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xieties of city life accentuate the s t ra ins in 
society. 

Povery, too, is responsible for many of the 
stresses and s t rains . The unequal distribution 
of wealth has been a cause of conflict throughout 
history. Although it can never be completely 
erradicated more could be done to reduce its 
prevalence. 

Man has now come face to face with his own 
technical achievements and he must find a solu
tion to the problems which he has created. He 
has discovered powers of destruction so terr ible 
tha t the whole life of the world could he wiped 
out in a matter of hours. But not only has he 
discovered the power to destroy, he also has the 
power to create. These powers of creation and 
destruction have forced upon society the need 
to control. Technology is attended by so many 
new and different circumstances t ha t control is 
imperative, whether or not the individual man 
finds this acceptable. Mankind has created such 
dangers for itself t ha t some international con
trol is essential. Economic problems, marketing, 
t ransportat ion, distribution require organisation 
and control. This situation leads to conflict. 
There is a fundamental contradiction between 
the individual who is encouraged to develop to 
his greatest potential and the demands of a so
ciety based on technological development, a soci
ety which has many problems to solve. 

The modern world is smaller than i t used to 
be due to the developments in the speed of travel 
and the mass media of communications. Coun
tr ies and nations have been brought closer to
gether and man has become involved in all man r 

kind. He finds himself in a dichotomy. On the 
one hand he yearns for personal freedom, to be 
able to express himself in his own par t icular way; 
on the other hand he is afraid of tha t freedom 
with all its implications of personal responsibi
lity, and is therefore often happy and relieved to 
submit to authority. This willing submission 
contributes vitally to the evei^recurring emerg
ence of bureaucracy, of authori tar ianism, of to
talitarianism* 

His insecurity finds expression, too* in the 
need to belong to a group, be it family, profes
sion, club, race or nation, and many of these 
groups inevitably conflict with each other a t 
national and international level. Thus we have 
conflict between t rade unions and management, 
between liberalism and conservatism, between 
races and nations. 

The g rea t modern dilemma is brought about 
by the tension between the desire for individual
ism and the desire and need for control. This is 
what the student revolt is all about. It is a con
sequence of the desire to satisfy his needs and 
aspirations for reform and the demand for res
pect for his individuality, conflicting with auth
ority and controls on his freedom, brought about 
partially by technological advancement and par

tially by the use of power to maintain the s ta tus 
quo. 

Dr. Arnold Toynbee, in a recent article asks 
if we have not produced a new kind of war . He 
suggests t ha t we may now be in the throes of the 
Third World W a r — a war not between states or 
peoples, but between technology and personality. 
This thesis does seem to suggest one of the rea
sons for student unrest . Automation and the ad
vent of the computer will have f a r reaching con
sequences for society. Machines have dispensed 
with much human potential and replaced it with 
electric buttons and perforations on computer 
programmes. They have destroyed man 's ambi
tion and taken away the pride he had in his 
work. In many cases they have destroyed his 
livelihood, 

Despite all the problems of the technological 
age and ail the forces working for total i tar ian-
ism, there is a grea t liberalising trend in the 
world. The forces of the r ight may appear to be 
gaining ground, bu t there is a realisation and 
acceptance by ever growing numbers of people 
t ha t neither skin colour, class nor any other 
accident of birth is a ju s t reason for maintaining 
a group of people in a privileged position. 

There a re countries which a re set on a course 
of social reform. Whether from altruistic mo
tives or because of public pressure, the fact re
mains t ha t they have realised the need for a 
more equitable distribution of wealth, privilege 
and opportunity. The pendulum, however, swings 
backwards and forwards and the conflict between 
liberalism and authori tar ianism is always there. 
Liberal forces which seek reform and change con
s tant ly come up against authori ty and the con
servative forces which support it. I t i s an inter
est ing phenomenon t ha t any threa t to authori ty 
and the s ta tus quo drives increasing numbers of 
people into the security of the laager. This has 
ju s t happened in F r ance ; i t has happened here 
and i t has happened elsewhere. The grea ter the 
power of authori ty and the more rigid the con
trol, the grea ter the submission to authori ty . 

By submitting to authori tar ianism and vest
ing power in the executive man is handing over 
his personal freedom which men have fought for 
for centuries, Alexis de Tocqueville said in his 
book 'The Ancien Regime and the French Revo
lution" t ha t " rulers who destroy men's freedom 
commonly begin by t ry ing to re ta in its forms . . . 
They cherish the illusion t ha t they can combine 
the prerogatives of absolute power with the moral 
author i ty t ha t comes from popular assent". This 
is as t rue today as i t was when i t was wri t ten 
150 years ago. 

The problem for society and for authori ty is 
to s tr ike the balance between the preservation of 
personal liberty and the control made necessary 
by technology. I t is accepted t ha t author i ty 
must control to the degree necessary to ensure 
the freedom and liberty of the individual com
mensurate with the freedom, peace and happi-
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ness of the society. This appears to be a con
tradiction in terms, bu t it is the enly way of 
maintaining our basic freedoms, such as freedom 
of speech, association, to worship and from want . 

The Industr ial Revolution brought in its wake 
an emphasis on material values. Men now re
lies too heavily on scientific data , believing it to 
be a substitute for spiri tual faith. He discards 
his religious belief and exchanges it for the ma
ter ial benefits accruing from the technological 
discoveries. Inevitably he finds t ha t "man can
not live by bread alone" and when his philosophy 
breaks down he takes refuge, not in religious 
faith but in submission to mass opinion. He 
readily accepts dependence upon authori ty and 
his gullibility and his desire to conform makes 
him a fertile field for indoctrination by propa
gandists. He succumbs to the persuasion of ad
vertisers and believes the propaganda fed to him. 
He becomes incapable of independent thought. 
This explains the behaviour of the German peo
ple in Hitler 's Reich. 

My parent ' s generation were the revolution
aries against religious dogma at the beginning 
of the materialistic age. They revolted against 
inflexibility of Sunday observance, for instance; 
they revolted against what Robert Burns had a 
century before called the "unco guid" — "the 
pious and the holy" who were more concerned 
with their neighbours faul ts and folly than with 
the Chris t ian admonition to love thy neighbour 
a s thyself. The Sabbath day was a day of 
misery at the end of the nineteenth century. I t 
was a day of misery instead of a day of happi
ness and rest because holiness implied going to 
church three times with the intervals between 
services devoted to reading the bible. Occupations 
which were r ight and proper on weekdays were 
thought to be sinful on the Sabbath. The effects 
of this duplicity was to alienate t ha t generation 
of Chris t ians from the established Church. What 
was really serious was t ha t they failed to give 
their children spiri tual teaching within the 
family. They thus denied them that security 
and stabili ty and the foundation of spiritual 
morals and values which a re the her i tage of 
civilised people. I t is encumbent upon the youth 
of today to ensure t ha t the next generation will 
receive th is spiri tual teaching which is so essen
tial to their future happiness and security. 

Despite the fact t ha t the world is pass ing 
through the materialist ic age, there has been 
much that is good and splendid in Man's endear 
vour. The founding of the United Nations, the 
acceptance of the Declaration of Human Rights, 
the desire to assist developing countries with 
money, knowledge, teachers and technologists, 
all are hear tening events and progress is being 
madev albeit slowly, towards a better world. The 
United Nations itself has been caught up in the 
conflicts of the technological age and in the prob
lems and difficulties which occur between the in
dustr ia l and the developing countries. 

Social conflicts whether in developed or deve
loping countries a re much the same. The desire 
for Uhuru to the African has turned out to be 
ju s t as f rus t ra t ing as the desire for individual 
freedom to the student, and these conflicts have 
manifested themselves in a variety of social pat
terns . The unrest among students, among Ameri
can negroes, among t rade unionists have, in many 
cases ended in violence. Violence has become 
commonplace all over the world. People nowa
days, with little provocation resort to the use 
of fire a rms and to other forms of violence, to 
relieve their frustrat ions and to express their 
dissent* I t is said t ha t fifty people a day die 
by shooting in America. In South Africa there 
are sixteen suspected murders every day — a 
figure proportionately much higher than t ha t for 
America. 

Violence is evident in nearly every aspect of 
living; the behaviour of drivers of motor vehicles, 
of sportsmen on the rugby field, of spectators a t 
football matches. Violence is portrayed in films, 
on television and on the radio. There should be 
an international campaign to outlaw the manu
facture of toy guns and weapons of war for 
children. Violence, not necessarily physical vio
lence, is constantly used by authori ty . I t is 
violence to a r res t the thousands of people for 
technical offences, not because there is a suspi
cion t ha t a crime has been committed, but I am 
afraid one can almost say, in the hopes of catch
ing a man for an infringement of some techni
cality. Assaults on human dignity on personal 
privacy, the use of a rb i t ra ry punishment! of com
pulsion and coercion, all of this is violence. 

Another everlasting trend is t ha t of prejudice. 
Prejudice plagued the world for centuries. I t is 
a device relied upon by the privileged to exclude 
reason in the denial of justice, r ights and oppor
tunities to the less privileged. I t s most unplea
san t form is racial prejudice which is doing so 
much harm to racial understanding everywhere. 
If we cannot reverse the t rends of racial preju
dice, the world is bound to end up in a colour con
frontation which is too horrible to contemplate. 

Racial prejudice frequently is exploited by 
authority, primarily to maintain the s ta tus quo 
or to serve the purposes of authori ty . I t is one 
of the emotions most readily s t i rred if there is 
any th rea t to privilege and prosperity. It is a 
social evil and leads to many undesirable s i tua
tions and conditions. It reduces people to poverty 
and subjection and the effects of this a re bitter
ness and hatred which take generations to e r ra-
dicate. 

These t rends a re common everywhere to a 
grea ter or a lesser degree and a re reflected in 
South Africa in a generally accentuated form. 
South Africa is a microcosm and all the world 
t rends stand out in relief. Here we have an all 
powerful authori ty using " the prerogatives of 
absolute power given to it by the popular a s sen t " 
of the enfranchised one-fifth of the population. 
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It uses its power to control and abuses i t s powers 
to regiment, dominate, restr ict and regulate the 
lives of those under its control. Of the white en
franchised people there is a substantial propor
tion seeking security in submission to authori ty 
and who a re the victims of indoctrination in edu
cation and by mass media. 

Racial prejudice is rife — a man is condemned 
to a s ta te of inferiority en no other grounds than 
the colour of his skin. Prejudice denies him all 
his inalienable r ights , the r ight to freedom of 
movement, of association, of employment, to reap 
the benefits of his labour, to family life and the 
pui*suit of happiness; to the control over his 
children's destiny. All these r ights a re denied to 
four-fifths of our indigenous population by a 
power s t ruc ture deriving authori ty from the re
maining fifth. 

We have a mania for compartmentalisation — 
a horrid word, a horrid concept. The superiority 
of the Afrikaner Nationalist must be established 
and maintained. To do so he must be kept in 
isolation, and not subjected to foreign o r outside 
influences and he must be protected against any 
liberal thought. The Nationalist is not interested 
in t rue South Africanism but only in the racial 
exclusiveness of Afrikanerdom. 

Baasskap, apartheid, separate development or 
separate freedom all mean the same th ing — 
Baasskap; bu t the term used depends upon who 
uses i t and to whom he is speaking. Apartheid 
is neither separate nor is i t development, nor is 
it freedom for any of us. 

I t is an unwise principle to encourage group 
loyalties, particularly when they a re racial 
groups. It increases the possibilities of conflict 
and inhibits the acceptance of the doctrine of 
the brotherhood of man. 

Our rulers seek to justify apartheid by s ta t ing 
repeatedly t ha t South Africa is a peaceful coun
t ry and unlike other s tates has internal peace 
and harmony. Law and order a re maintained 
with the help of a huge police force, a most effi
cient security police, an army of informers, all 
the modern devices for bugging, modern weapons, 
a host of author i tar ian laws and extraordinary 
powers of punishment without t r ia l . 

The figures for crimes of violence do not re
flect a s t a t e of peace and harmony. For the 
year 1966—'67 the figures reveal t ha t there were 
6,045 cases of alleged or suspected murder and 
97,907 convictions for crimes involving violence. 
This means t ha t approximately one person in 
every one hundred and eighty five, in one year, 
was convicted of a crime of violence. This is 
not a very enviable record-

People who live in urban African townships 
live in constant fea r of assault — fear for them
selves and fear for their children. Serious crime 
is not confined to African towns, however, it is 
prevalent in white rural and urban a reas . There 
are obviously many social factors which contri* 
bute to this huge crime rate and I can only sug

gest what I am convinced are some of the reasons 
for it. Firs t ly the pass laws and influx control 
which make the lives of the African people al
most intolerable. Influx control is bad enough, 
but what we now call efflux enforcement is 
worse. All th i s results in broken families, in
security and hundreds of thousands of displaced 
persons. It is s t range to have a citizen of his 
own country referred to as a displaced person. 
This, however, was the term used for an uproot
ed African by the Minister in answer to a P a r 
l iamentary question on "resett lement villages." 
There a re over 200,000 persons in these resettle
ment villages and thousands of them a re the vic
t ims of efflux enforcement and a re displaced per
sons. 

These a re some of the reasons why the Afri
cans live in a s ta te of constant fear. They a re 
afraid of losing the i r jobs, of being endorsed out, 
of their wives and families being endorsed out, 
of a rb i t ra ry arrest , of being pushed around and 
uprooted from the i r homes, of being pushed off 
crowded t ra ins , of being t ransplanted to another 
a rea . 

Among white people mental fear and cowardice 
is rife. The fear of upset t ing the s ta tus quo or 
of provoking the wrath of authority to the detri
ment of their financial s ta tus and personal pr i 
vilege deters people from fulfilling their respon
sibilities to society. There a re parents who 
endeavour to control the political beliefs of the i r 
student sons and daughters , purely from selfish 
motives- There a re those who pride themselves 
on tak ing no interest or p a r t in politics. Their 
pa r ro t cry of "keep politics out of sport, out of 
religion, out of culture", is nothing more than 
the stock-in-trade of escapists from reality. 

Unfortunately this a t t i tude of mind only in
creases apathy and South Africa has its full 
share of t ha t commodity. I t all goes back to the 
public's willingness to submit to authori ty — 
authori ty of government, authori ty of bureau
cracy. Bureaucracy is a concomitant of techno
logy. Bureaucratic control is the curse of many 
countries. One wonders how long industrialised 
countries can go on support ing a top heavy civil 
service which is occupied in doing largely un
productive work. South Africa's Department of 
Bantu Administration and Development is an ex
ample of this. Bureaucratic control obviously 
eliminates much personal freedom and this is a 
source of conflict everywhere. 

The only world trend which is not accentuated 
here is liberal thought. It is confined to a small 
section of public opinion. We a re encouraged by 
this movement of young people who a re prepared 
to act. The whole future of the world depends 
on what youth does now to assist mankind to 
regain its soul. 

The conflict in the world today is largely a 
result of technology having divorced man from 
his spiri tual values. This causes in the indivi
dual a real hunger for a proper spiri tual iden-
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tifioation with his environment. If man is to 
regain his na tura l spiri tual dignity and the out
look of tolerance which this implies, it is his 
spiri tual values which must be restored. 

Leadership of high quality is needed to guide 
society back to the security of living by the moral 
and spir i tual values which have been the main
stay of society throughout the ages. This leader
ship must come from youth and from the Church. 
I do not refer only to the Christian Church. The 
time has come when the Church must stop sup
porting the Establishment on principle when 
there is conflict between the laws of God and 
the laws of the s ta te . The Church is jealous of 
its author i ty and demands our respect. But so 
often when we tu rn to the Church for leadership 
we a re refused on the grounds t ha t the mat te r 

I realise t h a t apa r t from the blind unthinking 
prejudice t ha t drives some of them to an almost 
unbearable hatred of everything that is not 
White, the re a re individuals and groups in the 
White section who a re sincerely seeking a solib-
tion to the many problems t ha t face the country. 
I number my audience th is evening amongst 
those that a re honest and sincere in their efforts 
and who a re able to recognise sheer prejudice 
when they see i t and to t r ea t it as such. 

I think your invitation to me is sufficient evi
dence, not only of your interest in discovering 
how and what Coloured people a re thinking, bu t 
also of a sincere desire to assist them in t ry ing 
to solve their difficulties and to relieve and re
lease some of the s t ra ins and tensions. And, 
believe you me, Coloured people today a re cer
tainly living in a period of problems, shame and 
tension. 

The first thought t ha t occurs to me is t ha t 
throughout my life I have always heard White 
people speaking of our Colour problem and I 
wonder if the boot is not on the wrong foot. I 
wonder whether it is the people of Colour, such 
as the Africans, the Indians and the Coloured 
people who present the problem. Are we sure it 
isn ' t a "Whi te problem'* r a the r than a "Coloured 
problem". After all isn't i t the White man, with 
all the political power restricted to himself, 
with his racial a t t i tudes and Colour prejudice, 

concerns politics, or economics, o r business. The 
Church cannot divorce itself from politics, be
cause people cannot be divorced from politics and 
the Church should concern itself more directly 
with people, with their f rustrat ions, the i r misery, 
their difficulties, the i r joys and sorrows and 
above all with injustices perpetrated on men by 
men. I t is not enough to pass pious resolutions 
which a re never acted upon. Action is needed not 
sanctimonious disapproval. 

The state of the world and the needs of its 
people a re so grave and the demand for radical 
thought and reform of such pressing urgency, 
t ha t if the established Church denies its leader
ship and concern now, i t will find tha t , although 
Christianity will survive, much of t ha t which the 
Church holds valuable will be lost. 

with his arrogance and greed to have the best 
for himself, with his puffed up a i r of superiority 
— isn' t he the real problem in th is country? 
Doesn't the present position of South Africa in 
the eyes of the world prove beyond all doubt t ha t 
the res t of the world at any ra te regards the 
White man and his ways as the real problem? 

I am suggesting this line of thinking because 
I think quite honestly tha t if the average White 
person were less inclined to tu rn his critical gaze 
on Coloured people and spend a little more time 
examining himself, we might all come a little 
nearer to peace and happiness in South Africa. 

I, for example, am a perfectly harmless and 
gentle old woman who has no horrible odour or 
smell. But who is i t tha t says I must stand in 
a t ra in from Claremont to Wynberg because all 
the Coloured seats a re occupied although there 
are not two White passengers in the adjoining 
railway carr iage? I t ' s the White man of course 
and I seem to think he is more of a problem 
than 1 am. 

But one finds in South Africa White people 
are always happy to boast of their Christian, 
Western civilisation and culture and take g rea t 
pride in their heri tage but i t is quite remarkable 
how they confuse colour and culture. Everybody 
who is not White somehow or another represents 
a different culture and is a t h rea t to the con
tinuation of this Christian, Western civilisation. 

WHAT WE WOULD LIKE WHITE PEOPLE TO KNOW 
— The Author of this talk prefers to remain anonymous — 

A FTKK A L I F E T I M E of l iv ing in th is count ry* w h i c h I must emphas i se belong* to all of its 
17 o r 18 m i l l i o n people — I t h i n k I w o u l d l ike to speak as one classified as Co lou red on 

what wc would l ike t h e W h i t e people of S o u t h Africa to k n o w . 
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