
"And of course he will," said Tweedledee stur
dily. "Three rousing cheers." 

"Oh look," cried Alice, "there 's the old bridge 
down there. I must see what 's on the other side 
of the river." 

She danced lightly across the bridge and found 
herself in a row of little houses. Some of them 
were shabby and in need of repair , but others 
were neat and well-kept, and they all had charm 
and seemed to be loved. 

There was a lot of bustle and activity going 
on, and when Alice drew near she could see tha t 
all the people were moving out of the houses, 
weeping as they did so. 

"Oh, you poor t h ings / she cried. "Why are 
you leaving your homes when you don't want to?" 

"They're being Group Area-cd out," puffed the 
Red Queen, who materialised beside her. "They're 
not allowed to s tay here anymore." 

"But why? Are they behindhand with their 
rent? And what happens if they own their 
houses? They can't be forced to move then." 

" I t has nothing," said Humpty Dumpty coldly, 
" to do with ren t or owning a home or anything 
mundane like that . This area has been proclaim
ed for people of another colour, so off they must 
go. I t ' s all so easy and clear if only you'd t ry 
to think Right." 

"And where a re they sent t o ? " 
"Oh, they've got ever such lovely houses over 

there," the White Queen chipped in, waving her 

Review 

South Africans, individually and collectively, 
constantly complain about ignorance of our coun
t ry and our problems shown by people outside 
the Republic. 

I t was only when I came on the journal "Afri
ca Report" in the U.S. Information Library, 
tha t I realised how little real information about 
the newly independent African countries was 
reaching us through our libraries or our press. 

Political changes, abortive or successful, coup* 
and counter-coups a re faithfully reported in the 

hand around vaguely as she spoke. " I t ' s rather 
far from their work, of course, but you can't 
have everything in life, can you?" 

"But WHY should what they've got be taken 
away from them?" demanded Alice. "And some 
of them have obviously lived here for years and 
years! How would you like it if t ha t sort of 
thing happened to youl" 

" T i s the plan of the Minister," said Tweedle
dum piously, 

" H a r k ! " cried the Red Queen. "Ha rk ! ha rk!" 
"I t ' s the t r a i n ! " chorussed Tweedledee and 

Tweedledum excitedly. "They've found a driver 
for it a t last. I t ' s taken ages to get one of the 
right colour. Quick, everyone!" 

They all dashed off wildly to the station, and 
piled into the carr iage. And before Alice could 
even ask another question the train jerked into 
activity, and moved off very fas t indeed. BUT 
IT MOVED BACKWARDS! ! ! 

"Tot siens, tot siens", they all cried, waving 
gaily from the window. 

"Heavens!" cried Alice, "you're going back
wards! And the river's r ight behind you!" 

But her Warning wasn' t heard. Even as the 
last " tot siens" r ang out there was an awful 
crash and splash, and the carriage and the en
gine fell splosh into the river, and r ight down to 
the bottom-

"And that ," thought Alice, 'is definitely the 
end of Tha t . " 

daily press. Violence and destruction is news. 
Co-operation and construction, (to me the hottest 
kind of news there is) is just not a 'story' . 

Yet it is in the constructive efforts of the Afri
can people in these countries, efforts helped 
enormously by the great-hearted co-operation of 
Britain and the United States and other coun
tries, t ha t the t rue story of their battle for 
stability lies. And it is a pity this news is not 
reaching us, for what is happening "Up North* is 
going to mean quite a bit to the world — and, 
(one way — or the other) to us in the Republic, 

Books on the more important African countries 

AFRICA REPORT 
By PATTIE PRICE 

" H a t r e d and intolerance are not inate in peop les ; they a re the ch i ldren of fear, as fear is 

the chi ld of ignorance. ' 5 

(Robert Gardiner, B.B.C. Reith Lectures, 1965) 
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and their leaders can be found in most libraries. 
The United States Information Service in Cape 
Town has 61 books on Africa in their library 
alone. 

' 'African Forum", published by the American 
Society of African culture, and the British "Jour
nal of African Studies" a re quarterlies, and give 
a wide coverage on African affairs to the serious 
student. What cannot so easily be found is the 
picture of present day-to-day facts about the 
people themselves, }tow they a rc coping with the 
difficulties of their new independence, and what 
progress they are making, 

Af r i ca Report 

"Africa Report" (published monthly, but not 
in June, July and August) contains this kind of 
information. Jt is a mine of current fact for 
the average person who wishes to take a balanced 
interest in our continent. The information can 
be relied on, for its contributors are men and 
women of high international repute. 

In the June issue, for instance, the article on 
the Uganda crisis is by M. Crawford Young, 
Chairman of the African Studies Programme of 
the University of Wisconsin and visiting Profes
sor a t Makerere University in Uganda. The 
arrest ing s tory of "Post-Independence Kducation 
in the Congo" is by Basile Mbusa, first Congolese 
Minister of Education in Leopoldville Province, 
and a teacher there for 33 years. Other contri
butors include Edwin S, Munger, of the Califor
nia Insti tute of Technology, who has spent much 
of the last 18 years in field work in Africa; Rus
sell Warren Howe, African correspondent of the 
Washington Post; Clyde Sanger, who was Afri
can correspondent for the Manchester Guardian 
for seven years ; Aaron Segal, African correspon
dent for many years for the Spectator, London. 
This gives you some idea of the stature of the 
contributors. 

A Few Facts 

From these writers one gets an entirely differ
ent picture from that drawn by ignorance and 
wishful thinking — a pastiche, as the Cape 
Times put it, 'of chance bits of information and 
hearsay, put together to suit our prejudices, 
fears, and suspicions. 

For instance, how many of us know that while 
the army rebelled, and political leaders flounder
ed in a state of confusion, "30,000 Congolese pri
mary School teachers remained steadfastly on the 
job both in the cities and in the rural areas, even 
though 20,000 of them received no salary in 
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1962 and 1963 for periods ranging from nine to 
twenty-one months!" 

Here are a few more f ac t s : 

The African Development Bank with an auth
orised share capital of $250,000,000 has held its 
first annual meeting in April this year, attended 
by 23 of the 27 member countries. 

The Conference of Central African nations held 
at Brazzaville in April, agreed on priorities for 
development of transport , power, industry and 
agriculture, t r ade and economic co-operation in 
Central Africa-

Vitlaae re'Setti^ntent schemes: (Kerege-self-
help) Tanzania has given a lead in this. 260 
families have already been settled. The plan 
is to bring human resources together to create 
wealth. They clear the land, make bricks, build 
houses, plant land, with help from the World 
Food Programme. Villagers repay loans, which 
help other villages to s tar t . The first plan is for 
71 villages. Other African coxmtries are follow* 
ing the self-help scheme. 

Ke?tya. In 1965 exports increased by £9,000,000 
a 13 per cent growth. 

Its 'Little Birmingham', the town of Thika, 
produced 20,000 tins of pineapple last year. 
The Metal Box Company made over 45,000 
tin cans in 1965, an output of 15 t imes that 
of 1960! 

The Minister of Industry and Commerce re
cently opened a $2,800,000 Japanese-founded 
nylon industry. 

Vgamla. An agreement has been reached with 
India to establish jointly a 514,000,000 sugar 
estate, 

Zambia. New coal deposits have been discovered 
in Gwambe valley, of high quality, very near 
the grade of the Wankie coal. 

Chad. New Chad Textile Company (capital 
54,000,000) is building a cotton mill tha t will 
process most of Chad's cotton crop. Chadi-
ans are being trained to operate the plant. 

Ivory Coast Agreement has been signed with 
British, French and Dutch firms for a textile 
print ing factory. 

Tanzania* United States Textile Works to cost 
$3,000,000 will be ready in 12 months, and 
will pi-odutfe 12,000,000 yards of cloth a year. 
(Africa Report i& published by the African-
American Institute, Suite 500, Dupont Circle 
Building, Washington, X>.C 20036). 
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