
THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE OF THE BLACK SASH 

f H E N A T I O N A L C O N F E R E N C E opened 
in the Conference Hal l , P o r t El izabeth , 

a t 3 p . m . o n Monday , 18 th Oc tobe r , 1 9 6 5 , w i t h 
(he read ing of the Dedicat ion in both official 
languages, after w h i c h Mrs . Levey, C h a i r m a n 
of Cape Eastern Region , welcomed all dele* 
gates to Po r t E l izabe th . 

After the roll call, delegates stood in silence for 
two minutes in tr ibute to the memory of Dr. Killie 
Campbell, a foundation member of the Black 
Sash, who died in Durban in September, 

Monday's session was a short one, ending a t 
5 p.m., and was confined to discussion of Regional 
Ueports, which had been circulated the previous 
week. 

The Conference was officially opened a t 8 o'clock 
that evening a t a public meeting, when the Na
tional President, Mrs, Jean Sinclair, gave an 
address on "Apartheid a t the Cost of Freedom". 
Her address appears in full in this Magazine. 
Mr. Sutherland, Editor of the Port Elizabeth 
"Evening Post", proposed the vote of thanks. 

The following three days gave rise to some 
fruitful discussion, and several important deci
sions were taken. 

Misuse of the S.A.B.C. 

There was considerable discussion on slanted 
broadcasts, and the following Press s ta tement 
was issued: 

"The Black Sash continues to deplore the bla
t an t misuse by the Government of the S.A.B.C. 
for the dissemination of Nationalist P a r t y pro
paganda, presented as the opinion of the whole 
nation. The S.A.B.C. is conducting a campaign 
to smear the English-language press, the De
fence and Aid Fund, certain individuals, the 
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U.S.A., U.N.O., the United Kingdom* Holland, 
political parties, liberalism, the Christian Insti
tute, the churches, and innumerable other con
cepts, peoples and organizations. 

"We appeal to Springbok Radio sponsors to 
take cognizance of the proximity of their adver
tising to slanted and offensive propaganda." 

The Banning of Mrs. Jean Hill 
Delegates expressed grea t concern and indig

nation at the recent ban placed on Mrs. Jean Hill, 
of Durban, a foundation member of the Black 
Sash, and a press s tatement was released: 

"We, the members of the Black Sash, who a re 
colleagues of Mrs, Jean Hill, wish to register 
incredulity and indignation at the Banning Order 
placed upon her. We have known and worked 
with Mrs. Hill for over 10 years , and have com
plete faith in her integrity. All her activities 
have stemmed from her belief in Christianity, in 
non-violence and the r ights of the individual. 
Certain tha t a t no time has she *engaged in acti
vities which a re fur ther ing o r a re calculated to 
fur ther the achievements of any of the objects 
of communism', th i s National Conference of the 
Black Sash demands t ha t the Minister of Justice 
substantiate the accusations contained in her 
Banning Order," 

Election of National Office Bearers 
Transvaal Region was again appointed Head* 

quar ters Region, and Mrs . Jean Sinclair was re
elected National President for the fifth year in 
succession. Mrs. Bobbie Cluver was re-elected 
National Vice-President, and Mrs . Nell Green, a 
foundation member who has just returned after 
four years in Swaziland, will be the other Vice-
President, 
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Headquar ters Region subsequently appointed 
Mrs, Bobbie Johnston as Hon, National Secre
ta ry , and Mrs. Dora Hill as National Treasurer . 

Workmen's Compensation 

One important resolution passed was to the ef
fect t ha t the Black Sash should undertake to 
approach other interested bodies with a view to 
establishing a committee to go into the distri
bution of Workmen's Compensation, with special 
reference to the fact t ha t so much of the money 
awarded remains "unclaimed/ ' Employers will 
be approached and asked to accept responsibility 
for ensuring t ha t all their employees know when 
they a re entitled to Workmen's Compensation, 
and how to go about claiming it . 

The National Conference received much favour
able press publicity, especially in Por t Elizabeth, 

The "Eas te rn Province Hera ld" paid us the 
following t r i b u t e : 

Voice of conscience 

T ^ H E women of the Black Sash have been sub
jected to much abuse over the years- They 

have been called meddlesome and even been 
accused of being "unpatriot ic", an epithet r e 
served for those who dare draw attention to and 
criticize mat te rs which the present Government 
would ra ther keep under wraps. Unperturbed 
they have carried on, the i r voices raised against 
injustice and abuse of power, their spir i t undaun
ted despite threa ts and intimidation. Ordinary 
housewives, mothers and grand-mothers, they 
have constituted themselves the conscience of the 
free people of South Africa, 

The annual national conference of the Black 
Sash, now being held in Por t Elizabeth, is a 
reminder tha t this ten-year-old organisation con
tinues to be active, not only in the s taging of 
silent protests whenever i t considers these to be 
called for, but away from the public gaze in pro-
Africans, who come into conflict with the di&-
viding advice and assistance for those, mainly 
criminatory race laws. Inevitably, the activities 
of the Black Sash have a t t rac ted criticism and 
even opprobrium. The very fact t ha t it is one 
of the few organizations still to keep alive the 
spirit of dissent, and that i t does so in a non
party political context, renders the Black Sash 
hateful to those who pretend to believe t ha t the 
Government can do no wrong. 

Black Sash Stand 

r P H E BLACK SASH, now holding a na
tional conference in Po r t Elizabeth, was 

formed by women to protest against uncon
stitutional Nationalist actions and injus
tice. I t is an organization t ha t is unique 
in South African political history, and pos
sibly the world. 

The British suffragette movement of 50-
60 years ago, of which the Black Sash re
minds some people, was a women's protest 
against legislative injustice to women, but 
the Black Sash approach to politics is wider 
and deeper than that . It takes a stand for 
justice for all people in our country, and 
for civilized s tandards generally. 

Yet i t i s as impor tant for people who 
"hunger and th i rs t after just ice" (in the 
words of the Sermon on the Mount) to pro
test against a bad law to-day as it was 
ten years ago. The national moral value 
of the protest grows a s t ime passes, as 
South Africa slides fur ther away from 
Western civilized s tandards, and as more 
Whites mount the apartheid bandwagon be
cause they lack insight, courage o r com
passion. 

The dignified s tanding protest of the 
Black Sash is also a reminder to the world 
tha t not all White South Africans have 
surrendered to the apartheid selfishness or 
despair. 

Most significant achievements in history 
have been achieved not by the emotional 
mobs but by clear-headed, courageous, res
ponsible minority groups. This knowledge 
should sustain the brave women of the 
Black Sash in the difficult years ahead. 

This sub-leader appeared in the ' 'Evening 
Post/' 

T^HE end of government is the good of 
mankind; and which is best for man

kind, t ha t the people should be always ex
posed to the boundless will of tyranny, or 
tha t the rulers should be sometimes liable 
to be opposed when they grow exorbitant 
in the use of their power . . w ? 

John Locke, 
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