
The Kei Road Branch 

Z I T H E R S have told, here and elsewhere* much 
^ better than I can, what the Black Sash has 
meant to them over the last ten years, I shall 
confine my reminiscence to a very potted biogra
phy of a small country branch, with which, dur
ing its existence, I was closely associated. 

Having been one of the more than J 00,000 who 
signed the petitions against the Senate Bill in 
May-June 1955, and then having done no more 
about it, my real introduction to the Black Sash 
came in J a n u a r y 1956. Then living in Johan
nesburg, I was at the last minute approached by 
a friend, who, knowing where my sympathies 
lay, asked me to complete the necessary four to 
go to Springs for an hour 's vigil which was to 
form par t of a nation-wide demosntration (if I 
remember rightly, to mark the opening of Par 
liament). I was lent a sash and a badge. I 
spent an hour standing, and thinking — and, I 
must admit, watching a conveniently placed clock. 
Never had an hour passed more slowly, bu t I 
must have thought to some purpose, as after the 
vigil was over and we were safely home T paid 
the sub., paid for a badge, signed a card , and t h a t 
was t h a t ! I was a fully-fledged Black Sash 
member, not a "pre tender" helping out. 

Through domestic circumstances shortly after
wards I found myself back at my home "town", 
the village and farming community of Kei Road 
in the King William's Town district. I was the 
only Black Sash member in the community, but 
about a year later Daphne Curry , the indefatig
able Border Regional Chairman, addressed a 
meeting at Kei Road and raised sufficient enthu
siasm for us to s t a r t a Branch, of which 1 found 
myself secretary, and la ter Chai r /Secre ta ry and 
general dogsbody combined. 

The Branch was never in a position to do much 
active work, but some of us helped out with vigils 
a t Stutterheim, and we did have our moments, a t 
least one of which caused a s t i r in the ranks of 
the Sash! This incident will be remembered by 
delegates to the 1961 National Conference in 
E a s t London. A week or so before this was to 
take place I had to contact Daphne Curry with 
the electrifying news that the local police ser
geant had approached my mother, Mrs- Johnston, 
wanting to find out the names of Kei Road Sa£h 
members who would be at tending the Conference. 
When she refused to give any names apa r t from 
hers and mine, and inquired why he wanted them, 
he said he'd been asked to find out, just to make 
things easier, but "never mind, they can find out 
in Eas t London a t the Conference". This news, 
of course, was immediately passed on by Daphne, 
and we all spent the Conference in almost hourly 
expectation of the arr ival of the Special Branch. 
I t turned out to be not quite a false a larm, as 
they did eventually "contact" the Conference, re
questing copies of minutes, but after an inter
view the one gentleman concerned went off quite 

OBITUARY 
DR. KILLIE CAMPBELL 

W I T H D E E P SORROW, we record t h e 
death of Dr. Killie Campbell, a member of 
our Natal Coastal Region, who died on the 
27th September, 1965. 

Killie was a famous person as an his
torian and collector of Africana but al
though she had so many varied interests 
and was sought after by people all over 
the world, one of the things closest to her 
heart was the Black Sash. Killie was a 
foundation member and always generous to 
an extreme. Only a month before her death 
she had sent us a very timely donation. In 
the earlier days Killie's beautiful house was 
always thrown open to Regional meetings 
and all our Annual General meetings were 
held there until a few years ago. We all 
have happy memories of her hospitality. 
Killie also worked very hard indeed for the 
Black Sash. In December, 1961, for inst
ance, a t the time of our petition concerning 
the political slant of the S.A.B.C, Killie 
and her sister, Mrs. G. Hepburn, and one 
other friend, collected over 600 signatures. 

Although for some time she lay so ill, 
Killie never lost interest in the activities of 
the Sash and insisted on being kept up to 
date. 

We all loved Killie and shall miss her 
sadly. 

happily with a copy of the Conference's Press 
statement! 

During its five years of existence, Kei Road 
Branch, I think, served a valuable purpose in 
making a small group of women, and in some 
cases their husbands, too, (even if only for the 
sake of argument! ) become politically conscious 
and think a little fur ther than their noses. I t 
possibly even had the same effect on some of our 
critics, again for argument 's sake! We organis
ed several public meetings and had surprisingly 
good attendances all things considered, highlights 
being visits from Mrs. Spottiswoode and Mrs. 
Stott , and, in the early days, a talk on the Con
stitution and the rape of same, by the Hon. C. 
M. van Coller, former Speaker. 

The Branch finally had to disband due to fall
ing off in membership, caused by discouragement. 
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