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INTERNATIONAL STRUGGLES =g

FOCUS ON

The assassination of MRS
INDIRA GANDHI by her
Sikh body guards and the
tragedy at  Bhopal has
once again turned the
world spotlight on India,
that unhappy land beset
with endless strife and
suffering.

State dignitaries from
over 90 countries paid
glowing tribute to INDI-
RA GANDHI as the prime
minister of the "WORLDS
LARGEST DEMOCRACY", as a
leading member of her
sex and as a charismatic
leader.Some of her foll-
owers paid their tribute
in a8 less orthodox man-
ner, namely, by slaught~-
ering over 2 000 Sikhs
(10 000 according to Ma-
neka Gandhi) and by inf-
licting grevious bodily
wounds on many times
that number.

Even white South Africa,
through P.W.Botha , sent
condolences. Expectedly,
the Natal Indian Cong-
ress,an affiliate of the
UDF held a memorial mee~-
ting and #sked "INDIAN"
merchants to close their
businesses for a few ho-
urs.0Others wrote lengthy
newspaper articles exto-
Pling MRS GANDHI'S virt-
ues,

ROLE OF THE INDIVIDUAL

IN HISTORY

We, in Action Youth, jud-
ge individuals, organis-
tions and governments
with the inflexible

yardstick of their relat-

ionship with the workers
and peasants and with
the the weakest and most
helpless sections of the
population i.e.the aged,
the children, the sick,
the crippled and the
destitute.
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An individual is either
FOR the oppressed and
exploited or
them. There can be no

AGAINST

fence sitting on this

scora. Further , if a
person is FOR the oppre-
ssed and exploited, then

that committment must be
universal.In other words
the committment  must
apply to ALL the oppres-
sed and exploited all

over the world.

GANDHI - CHAMPION OF

THE OPPRESSED?

It is common knowledge
that Mrs gandhi has been
held in high esteem by a
saction of the S.A. opp-
ressed because of her
anti-apartheid statements
and because of her fin-
ancial and other assist-
ance to certain organi-
sations. That, however,
is insufficient to hon=-
our her as a champion of
the oppressed. The real
test is the treatment
by Mrs Gandhi and her
ruling party of the over
600 million workers and
peasants and their fami-
lies in INDIA.

We need to 1look at the
position of workers and
peasants of India after
almost 40 years of poli-
tical independence from
British rule. Relevant
questions to be asked
are: Is the wealth of

India being equitably
and fairly distributed
amongst its people so
that none starves and
is ill-clad? Are all its
people provided with
decent housing and prop-
er medical care?Are bas-
ic human rights strictly
enforced so that its
people can live , work
and prosper in peace?

STRUGGLE OF THE POOR
IN INDIA

The wretched of the Ind-
ian earth rose time and
again to bring about
radical change in Soc-
iety. But each time they
rose, they were crushed
by the might of the Ind-
ian Army. There was the
revolt in Telangana ,
Hyderabad in 1950 and
there was the rise and
spread of the Naxalite
Movement in West Bengal
in 1967.Both these upri-
sings were peasant based
with land redistribution
45 their main objective.
Both were ruthlessly
crushed.

The various governments
of India, without excep-
tion, made their stand-
point very clear. Any
attempt by the workers
and peasants to redistr-
ibute the wealth and
natural resources of In-
dia would mot be tolera-
ted. The wealth of the
factory owners and land-
owners must be protected
even if it means bloody
mASSACIres.

THE ART OF DECEPTION

The Indian Rulers have
perfected the art of

deception.

They eloquently say the
right thing but do the
opposite.They profess to
be socialists and in the
name of socialism uphold
capitalism and feudalism.
Bribery and corruption
are condemned but those
who condemn , practice
these vices on a grand
scale,




~ INDIA

THE TOOLS OF DECEPTION
ARE WORDS - SEDUCTIVE

WORDS OF A BRIGHT FUTURE,

OF A LAND OF MILK AND
HONEY.THE POWER OF WORDS
1S SUCH THAT THE DARK
DEEDS ARE FORGIVEN BUT
NOT FORGOTTEN. IT IS BUT
A MATTER OF TIME BEFORE
THE MAGIC OF WORDS WEAR
OUT. WHEN THAT HAPPENS
ASIA's SECOND GIANT WILL
SHAKE THE WORLD!

APOLOGISTS

There have been and
still are many apolog-
ist for Mrs Gandhi. They
will all tell us about
the enormity of India's

problems,its vast popula-

tion, the deep roots of
the caste system , the
ignorance of its popula-

tion and the backwardness

of the pecple. To us
this is nothing less
than a COVER-UP for the
oppression and exploita-
tion of the workers and
peasants.

What of those movements
like the Naxalites and
DALIT PANTHERS who atte-
mpted ragdical change in
India ? Why were such
organisations crushed
and their meabers killed
or thrown in prison?

The truth of the matter
is that Mrs Gandhi and
her governments have
shoun that their true
committment was to def-
end , protect and uphold
the exploiters and oppr-
essors of the millions
of down trodden workers
and peasants.

Those persons and organ-
isations who have sung
Mrs Gandhi's praise whi-
lst concealing the other
side of the picture have
themselves practiced a
deception on the people
of this country.

SOME_FACTS AND

FIGURES .

From the documentary

film " BEFORE THE
MONSOON " we learn
that :
(1)46% of agricultural
land in India is

owned by a mere 6,8%

of the landowmners.
(2)R12 million of pub-
blic money was lost
by the Late Sanjay
Gandhi in an enter-
prise to manufact-
ure the " peoples’
car”. Only 7 cars
were produced.
(3)Before " Independ-
ence " 40% of the
population lived
below the poverty
datum line.30 years
later 70% of the
people live below
the poverty line.
(4)During the state of

emergency in the
state of Kerala AL-

ONE, there were:
8021 detained
1618 tortured

the police while in
detention.

28 died of torture.

From the book"INSIDE
INDIA TODAY"by DILIP
HIRO, we learn that:
(1)Rural labourers ea-
rn as little as ONE
RUPEE (about 10 ce-
nts) a day plus a

meagre breakfast
and lunch.

(2)Urban labourers ea-
rn about THREE RUP-
EES a day.

This is the picture of

(1)There were 35 000

(2)During the great

real India - a system

(3'Businessmen and
company directors
earn from 5 000 to
50000 rupees a mon-
th.

From the journal RA-
CE and CLASS (XVI,&
1975) we learn that:

political prisoners
in 1975 , most of
whom were members
of the Marxist Nax-
alite Movement and
who were brutally
treated in prison.

Railway Strike of
1974 , over 50 000 ~
strikers were det-
ained. Later 10 000
were dismissed and
100000 were demoted

From the publication

of the Minority Rig-
hts Group called"The
UNTOUCHABLES OF IN-
DIA" we learn that:
(1)90% of the "untouc-
hables" live in ru-
ral India where
they are merciless-
ly exploited.
(2)Whole families and
neighbourhoods have
been murdered.
(3)In 1978 * reported
cases of these atr-
ocities was 15053.
Many other cases
remained unreported.

maintained , upheld and defended by all govern-
ments of India including those led by Mrs Gandhi.

Hey, Indira

When | heard you call *Abolish poverty,” my heart was filled to
bursting, hey,

Running | voled for your symbol, the cow and calf nursing, hey!

When will your promises be fulfilled?

When will happiness reach our homes, Indira?

The chaos of inflation lies before us now.

The rich are rolling on their sofas, luxuriously lounging, hey,
We are starving, half-exhausted, bitterness abounding, hey!
If you have any love, let it Now out,
Take a look and think about it, Indira,
The chaos of inflation lies before us now.

The landless now are organizing, building unity anew, hey,

I capitalism is not destroyed, we'll see that it's your funeral too,
All now say, no more can we stand —

Then take revolution's flag in hand . . . Indira,

The chaos of inflation lics before us now.,

Soag of the ’
United Women's Anti-Price-Rise Committee 3
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In our previous issue
we dealt with black
working women's oppress-
ion and exploitation.
In this issue we take a
loock at the biological
and historical aspects
‘of women's oppression.In
our forthcoming issues
we shall focus on : The
Nuclear Family and cap-
italist society, women's
liberation movements,wo=
men activists and middle
class women.

In this article we

attempt to answer the
question : Does women's
oppression stem from a
biclogical difference
with men or from the
historical developement
of society 7

BIOLOGICAL ASPECT

Women's physical weak-
ness' has never prevent-
ed her from performing
work as such. The volume
of work performed by wo-
men has always been con-
siderable. Far from wom-
en's physical weakness
removing her from prod-

uctive work, in most
cases her weak social
position has made her

the slave of it.

It is also
that biological

suggested
differ-

ences such as the great-|

er physical strength of
men and the fact that
women bear children lead
to social roles out of

sheer practicality. How-
ever,the sexual division
of labour (wife and mot-
her versus father and
breadwinner) in western

society is not universal §

In some societies bio-
logy appears to havehad
little or mo influence

on women' s roles.For ex- |

ample, the Mbuti pygmies

in che Congo rain forest,|

4 hunting and gathering
society, where there are
no specific rules for

the division of labour,
both men and women hunt
together. In some Asian
and Latin American coun-
tries, a quarter of the
labour force in mines is
female.

WOMENS™ OPPRESSION N2

HISTORICAL ASPECT

During primitive times
men and women were occu=
pied as full-time hunt-
ers and warriors. Women
developed most of the
basic tools, skills and
techniques at the base
of social advancement.
Out of the wvariety of
crafts they practised
pot-making, leather-mak-
ing, house-building,etc.

Women were thus the pro-
ducers of new life and
and the material necess-
ities of life. They were
able to accomplish this
because they worked tog-
ether as a collective
community of producers.
This explains why the
earliest societies were
matriarchal, with women
occupying the central
place of the clan. Hence
we have a refutation of
the myth that women have
always been the inferior
sex and that her place
has always been in the

home.

IC REVERSAL COME ABOUT?

It began with cﬁungau
in the structure of
society. The appearance
of private property lead
to the downfall of women.
The disintergration of
communal societies began
6 to 8 thousand vyears
ago , with agriculture
and cattle farming being
practiced on a large
scale.This in turn brou-
ght about material surp-
luses required for an
efficient economy and a
new way of life.

The old sprawling tribal
communes began to break
down;First into seperate
clans then into seperate
families and finally in-

to the nuclear family.
In the new society man
became the principle

producers and propriet-
ers of private property
and of women. Women were
relegated to the home
and her family.

Only in a socialist soc-
‘liety will the discrimin-
] ation against women and
| the exploitation of wor-
kers ,both men and women,
end.

Next issue:
4l The Nuclear family and
the Capitalist Society.
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ARISF! /VUKA

i
COUNTRY

STRUGGL

ARLSE] /VULA

im an initiastive by working,
unemployed and student youth
residing in Soweto, Lennsinm,
Eldorado Park, Eiverlea,
Bosmoint mnd Fordaburg.

ARLSE! /WUEA

im the nevspaper of ACTION TOMITH.
the principles of ACTION YOUTH
are; anti = racism

antl = imperisliss

antl - sthaicity

antl = collaboration

anti - sexism

paremountcy of working-class

interest and ideas

demicratic criticism - self=crivici
ACTION TOUmi participates in the
Katiomal Forum.

ARISE!/YUEA

in ite coverage and analysis

will focus on the actual strug-

glea taking place inmide

South Africe, te all the organ-
isationa of the peaple, sl indepen=
dent black trade unions which

are leading the struggles in

oar country we give our crici-

gal mupport.

ACTION YOUTH MEMBERS ’0£’ky

SOMEDAY BROTHER

Someday the Revolution will liberate you and I

ou from your Aryvan thoughts and deeds

e from your Exploitation

Wes, my white brother,

One day your hands will be
d your back browned,

is we toil together

nder the beantiful Azanian sun

High school student - Bao

MO

IF

If freedom can't come to me
i will go to it

'If my blood is the price
‘i'm ready to pay

If my country is dirty

i will cleanse it free

} 41f my voice is very low

my pangs shall do it for me
If they say no

toughened

THE FOWL RUN

e chickens are at it again
Scratching and pecking each other

rying to see who can crow

d the cock with the biggest following is the proudest

ey are all fighting for that favourite place in the sun

Safely esconced in their fowl run
ile the boer lobks on contentedly

At his chickens' ceaseless
Fighting back his laughter
s he fattens them for the

ARISE!/VUEA * T’ -

while focusing ils coverage
mainly on South Africa never=
theless gives sppport to the
national mnd class struggles

in Grenada, El Savador, Eritrea,
Falestine, Fonland, NHamibia,
Guyans and all other struggles
of oppressed and exploited
peoples, and giveferitilal son-
part to Cuba, Nicaragua, Angnlal.
Hozambigue, China, Zimbabwe sou
all other third world couniries
im which the ruling parties

are engaged in the process of
pocizlist reconstruction.

ARISE! /YUKA

believes support [or us
mustk be Lritical im or=-
der to be meaninglul and
consStrucLlive.

write
EO us

COMPLAIN

Issued and Published by ACTION YOUTH

The secretary, Action Youth 2.0.Box 30921 sraamfonte.n 2001

pandemonium shall reign
) § R

(Workar - Soweto)

the loudest

activity

slaughter. (Student - Fordsburg)

Ecuntinuatiau from front cover

Go homa to the hurada@ad 0.5,

~whare Malcolm X is true prophet

Go home to the All Mightiness U.S.

where the soul of George Jackson is yet to breed
the new man

Sing to Vo Nguyen Giap:

Liap wino humbled Hcnamara's bombs

Giap who challenged napalm

Giap who caused Semator Fullbright mo shout out
the truths of murder to the U.S. congress
Giap, vou bolstered the world's Libération Fronts
You gave weak knees to Kennedy's Special Forces

I choose to concede: I may be bound hand and foot
under the southern sun; but oy spirit is liberated
=like the sun of S5aigon.
Those who taught me one and one makes thres have
failed|

My one and one is two.

I know my Black heroes: Lusumba, Franz Fanon,
Amilcal Cabral.

The future is NOW.

Until there will be no more master and slave
in the four cornars of the sarth.

And you Vo Nguyen, you make ma& hope

IDEAS?

This way I am able to shout: Vicrory!
g live the People's R :




