A TWO STAGE STRU

In order to change the
system we live under, we
must understand it. It
is only then that we can
plan our programme and
strategy. The present
exploitative and
oppressive system we
live under is the system
of racial capitalism. It
is the root of our ex-
ploitation and op-
pression.

WO STAGE STRUGGLE

There are a number of
political movements who
still base their
programmes and tacties
on the 2 stage theory,
that is first the na-
tional democratic strug-
gle where all
anti-apartheid forces
get together then the
struggle for a workers'
democracy. However,
true democracy cannot
arise and survive on the
foundation of
capitalism. How will it
be possible to end unem-
plovyment, low wages,
poverty, hunger and
homelessness until the
state of racist and cap-
italist dictatorship is
dismantled.

The democratic aspi-
rations of the working
people cannot be accom-
modated in a "separate"
stage of '"national de-
mocracy . The reality
of our struggle is in-
escapable, whether cer-
tain people choose to
accept it or not.
Capitalism, as is inevi-
table, is in a state of
decay. Indeed, we are

suffering the conse-

quences of this decay.It
rests on the relentless
action of class forces
upen each other which
can no more be ordered
to halt than the wind and
the waves.

It has been argued that
the people using the two
stage theory are
taking objective condi-
tions into account: The
consciousness of the
class is not yet devel-
oped enough to strive
for a workers'  democ-
racy. We certainly do
not believe in political
adventurism. The mass of
the working people learn
from the experience of
life and struggle. It is
through struggle that
all illusions in alter-
natives to a workers'
democracy fall away. It
is through patient and
persistent work in every
struggle of the workers
and of all the oppressed
that reveolutionary tend-
ency can gain majority
support for its ideas.

DANGER OF ‘STAGES'

A very real danger ex-
ists in propounding the
2 stage theory. The
probability of national-
ists and so-called lead-
ers "representing ethnic
groups”" together with
capitalists  attempting
to halt the struggle at
the first "stage'. Peo-
ple who have power do not
give it up veoluntarily.
Thus, as we can see from
history, the stage is
set for another confron-
tation and once again,
the workers and their
allies will ©bear the
brunt of the repression.
People who say that the
consciousness of the
Black working <lass is
not developed suffi-
ciently to discard the
2-stage theory are being
contemptuous of the
BElack working class.
The inseparable con-
nection between racism
and capitalism are
patently cbvious to the
Black workers. Among
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our people there is a
burning class hostility
towards the capitalists.
The daily struggle for
survival; the conflict
with the bosses in the
factories; mines and on
the farms; the obvious
dependence of the bosses
on the state; the direc-
tion of state repression
more and more against
the organisations of the
workers; the stark gulf
between rich and poor;
the ostentation of the
black business elite (
whose wealth is no less
conspicuous for being
small ); the growing
awareness of revolutions
in other countries and
the rise of the workers'
movements of West and
East =- all these raise
the consciousness of the
Azanian working class
and give confidence in
the possibility of its
victory.

The mass of our people,
including the overwhelm-
ing majority of workers,
at the same time attach
enormous importance to
the struggle for the
vote and other demo-
cratic rights, which
have been gained in some
form in other capitalist
countries.

This is not, as
Stalinism asserts, be-
cause the workers cannot
identify the capitalist
enemy. The point is that
most workers  believe
that the attainment of
democratic rights will
make it possible both to
end racist oppression
and to get rid of the
tyranny and exploita-
tion of the bosses -
thus allowing the mate-
rial conditions of life
to be transformed.




ONE FOR A

WORKERS’ REPUBLIC ?

OUR TASKS

If trust is placed in too
abstract a conception of
democracy; if it is not
yet clearly seen that
for democracy to be made
concrete the working
class will have to es-
tablish its own demo-
cratic state power -
this is because direct
experience of bourgeois
democracy has been de-
nied to the majority in
South Africa.

We have to' criticise the
illusions represented
by the liberals and the
reformists. Together
with politically ad-
vanced workers we must
carefully examine ideas
and strategies and if
necessdary strip away il-
lusions and expose false
ideas. Once the workers
are armed with this
knowledge, they will not
easily be betraved and
defeated.

IF WE SEPARATE THE

STRUGGLE INTO TWO

STAGES, WORKERS ARE
AT RISK

The "progressive demo=-
crats' assert that the
path te a revolutionary
working- class con-
sciousness reguires that
the workers should first
achieve bourgeois- demo-
cratic rights, in order
to discover the inade-
quacy of these 1in the
fullness of time.

Nine-tenths of a revolu-
tionary consciousness is
already provided in the
experience of life of
the oppressed working
pecple. The remaining
cene-tenth - so far pos-
sessed by only fairly
small forces of cadres
in the movement - is a
clear grasp of the ne-
cessity to dismantle
the entire machinery of
the caﬁitalist state and
replace it with demo-
cratic organs of a work-
ers’

whatever awakens the
CONSC10USNess of the
working class of their
OWn poWer To fﬂ{-ﬂf‘.gﬂ' S50=
ciety 18 pIOgressive.
whatever ulls the con-
SC1OUSNess 15 reaction-
Ary. Tt must be  mace
clear that we must not
posture and raise false
hopes of liberation from
above. Kather it is to
strive among theworking
peocple in struggle for
the taking of power into
their own hands. Against
the nationalist rhetoric|
which serves to blind
workers to their class
aims and dulls their‘
sense of €lass power, we
stLand UncCompromising [y
for the class conscious-|
ness and class unity of
the Black working class.

Our slogans should be
more than just "DOWN
WITH APARTHEID!" rather
it should be : "DOWN WITH
RACIAL CAPITALISM!™
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