EDITORIAL NOTES

Verwoerd's Threat to Africa
Verwoerds
'Minister of Defence, Fouche, made a dramatic
announcement in the all-White Senate of the Republic of South
Africa . He had "information", he said, that certain unnamed
African and Asian countries were preparing an "army of liberation" to invade South Africa . Following this statement, a full-scale
campaign is being launched to spread war-hysteria and panic among
the White population, as a background to transferring the country
on to a war basis . The so-called "opposition" party, Sir de Villiers
Graaff's United Party, which holds all but one of the Parliamentary
seats not held by the Nationalist Party, has pledged its support to
the Government in its "war effort" .
"Citizens, and this includes women," screams the Nationalist
(March 14th, 196?), "should realise that cirorgan, Die Transvaler
U
cumstances force them to take steps a country takes when its
security and survival are threatened ." Another Government paper,
Dice Burger editorialises on the same day : "We will be forced into
permanent and total preparedness .
The entire able-bodied
population will be integrated into the defence of the country .
.
We will live with the trowel in one hand and the sword in the other ."
No well-informed person in South. Africa believes that Minister
Fouche really has any "information" about any planned invasion .
Even the conservative English-language newspapers openly say that
the whole thing is a gigantic bluff ; a Nationalist stunt to stampede
the White population behind the Nationalist government . The United
Party Senator, Pilkington Jordan, said publicly that the government
was adopting "terror tactics to try and stampede the people" . (The
Star, March 14th, 1962 .)
What are the motives for this stunt of the Apartheid State?
Obviously, it will be used to stifle opposition within South Africa,
to brand all criticism and protests, including wage-demands and
strikes, as "disloyalty" and "treason" to the country "at a time of
national emergency" . Under cover of the "invasion" scare, South
Africa will be transformed yet further into a fascist-type police state .
Already a new wave of outrageous measures against freedomfighters and trade unionists has been unloosed by the government .
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Mrs. Lilian Ngoyi, President of the non-racial South African
Women's Federation, has been confined for five years to the few
square miles of the suburb where she lives, Orlando, a segregated
African township near Johannesburg . Mr. Leon Levy, the President,
and other officials of the Congress of Trade Unions, have-also for
five years-been forbidden to attend all gatherings, restricted to the
towns they live in and barred from n being on any factory premises
making almost impossible their work as trade unionists . Similar
residential restrictions have been placed on Adv . Joe Slovo and his
wife, Ruth First, Transvaal editor of the weekly New Age, and
many other democrats .
Secondly, the Nationalists will use the "invasion" scare to achieve
the still greater militarisation of South Africa . Already Verwoerd's
Republic has the biggest and best-equipped standing army on the
continent . It is now greatly extending its military preparations .
It is, with the help of the Western imperialist powers, acquiring
new military aircraft and vehicles, automatic weapons and other
equipment, and creating a local armament and munitions industry .
A leading part in this armament production is being played by the
millionaire "Progressive", Harry Oppenheimer, at the head of the
vast Anglo-American gold and diamond monopoly concern .
The standing army will be increased and the period of compulsory military training for young White men greatly extended . The
network of local "skietcommandoes" (shooting squads) is being
greatly augmented, with the addition of new "English-speaking"
units to cover the sections of the White population hitherto
excluded . White women all over the country are being encouraged
to form pistol-clubs, and the civilian White population is armed to
the teeth .
There is no military threat to South Africa . What then is the aim
of this huge military build-up?
In the first place, of course, it is meant to put down by violence
and terror the local non-white population in their strivings towards
democracy and equality of rights and opportunities for all .
But the war fever in South Africa is not only a threat to the people
of this country itself . It is a threat to peace throughout the Continent
It is a plan for war against Africa .

The whole world remembers how Hitler, under cover of arming
against a so-called threat to the German Reich, planned and prepared for wars against Germany's neighbours, first against the
Saarland, Austria and Czechoslovakia and then for the conquest of
the whole of Europe, involving a terrible world war . All this with

the connivance and encouragement of the imperialist powers
Britain, France and the U .S .A .
Hitler has an apt pupil in his former admirer Dr . Verwoerd .
The real purpose of the huge military build-up ire South Africa is
not defence but AGGRESSION . An aggressive plan is being cooked
up in Pretoria-against the people of South-West Africa . Against
Bechuanaland, Basutoland and Swaziland . And, in league with the
rabid White racialists of Rhodesia, and with the Salazar fascists of
Portugal, against the peoples of Rhodesia, Mozambique and
Angola, to crush their strivings for freedom and independence .
If they are not checked in these mad plans the present members
of the Pretoria-Salisbury-Lisbon Axis will menace the independence
of every African state ; they call, indeed, ignite a conflagration
which will not stop short at the coasts of Africa, but may spread
to tether continents as well . There are plenty of madmen in Washington, Bonn and other Western capitals who, in their frenzy to
check the title of the world-wide anti-imperialist revolution, would
seek to back Verwoerd and his racialist and fascist allies as part of
a "crusade against Communism'' .
The peoples of Africa and all peace-loving peoples of the world
must take a lesson from the history of Nazi Germany . They must
stand together to check the aggressor before it is too late .
South Africa's neighbours should be on their guard . The . peoples
of the High Commission territories dare not rely on the imperialists
of Whitehall to protect them against their rabid neighbour . Already
Verwoerd's Republic has, in the case of Ganyile and his comrades,
political refugees kidnapped from Basutoland, committed an outrageous act of aggression, without any effective action from
Britain . It is high time that the Basuto, Bechuana and Swazi
peoples stopped depending on Britain and took effective measures
to train and equip themselves for self-defence .
The peoples of Africa should give vigorous support to the world
movement for general disarmament . We know only too well against
whom the armaments of NATO and other imperialist powers have
been and are being used-it is against us : as the anti-colonialist
fighters of Algeria, Angola and many other African and Asian
countries know to their bitter cost . International disarmament will

strike the weapons from the hands of the South African and other
colonialist aggressors .

The people of the imperialist countries, of Britain, France, West
Germany and Japan, of the United States and other countries who
provide the capital, the munitions and the diplomatic support for
3

the race-crazy warmongers of Pretoria, must demand that their
governments stop helping Verwoerd to oppress the African people
in the Republic and to prepare aggressive war against Africa . What
is the use of formal votes against apartheid at the United Nations
when the very same countries continue in practice to provide the
economic, military and diplomatic support without which the apartheid regime could not last a day?
The evil South African regime must be quarantined and isolated .
It is a threat to Africa ; a threat to world peace.
HEROIC ALGERIA
After seven and a half long years of bitter and costly civil war,
the patriots of Algeria have at last achieved a major break-through
on their road to freedom and, independence . The brave fighters of
the IF.L.N. (the National Liberation Front) have compelled the de
Gaulle government to negotiate a cease-fire on terms which will
enable a new and Free Algeria to take its foremost and honoured
place among the independent states of the New Africa .
Here in the far North, as in the extreme South of Africa, the
presence of a large privileged White minority has been the major
factor holding up freedom and independence . Today it is not so
much the de Gaulle Government which blocks the road to peace
and freedom of strife-torn Algeria as the last-ditch colonialists of
the O .A .S .-the "Secret Army Organisation" which not only sabotages the peace of Algeria but also threatens France with the grim
shadow of fascism .
It is not the undemocratic de Gaulle regime-itself riddled with
fascist agents-which has saved and is saving France and Algeria
from this fate. It is the armed patriots of Algeria standing shoulder
to shoulder with the French working class, headed by their great
Communist Party . The great French demonstrations of recent
months, when hundreds of thousands of workers, Comrade Maurice
Thorez at their head, marched through the streets of Paris, arms
linked, in columns forty wide ; the trade union threats of a political
general strike against any surrender to the Fascists ; the grim and
heroic resistance over so many years of the Algerian masses in the
face of terror, torture and mass reprisals against civilians ; the
brotherly solidarity with Algeria of the African and Asian states
these, taken together, are the factors which have held fascism at bay .
They are the factors which in the future can alone destroy reaction
and fascism and open the road to a better future for the people both
of a free and independent Algeria and of France .
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There is an important lesson here for the peoples both of Africa
and of the imperialist countries ; a lesson pointed out by Karl
Marx a hundred years ago when he stated that a nation which
enslaves another is forging its own chains . The most vile forms of
reaction grow and flourish in the fetid atmophere of imperialist
colonialism ; the vicious enemy, alike, of the peoples of the colonial
countries whose blood it sucks, and of the imperialist countries
themselves . Just as a Franco arose in 1937 from the dehumanised
officer corps of "Spanish" Morocco to oppress all Spain ; just as
Salazar and the Lisbon fascist autocracy maintain their hateful
dictatorship over the Portuguese people through their colonial- grip
on Africa : so the would-he fascist dictators of France find their
stormtroops and backing in the colonialist elements in Algiers, and
the forces (including the sweepings of the Wehrmacht) which
France has employed these many years to maintain its alien rule in
Asian and African countries .
Brutal and inhuman methods of warfare against men, women
and children have been their way of life as long as they can remember
Their minds have be n poisoned by systematic inculcation of
vicious racial and apartheid theories . Here, indeed, is suitable
material for the powerful monopolist circles in France, seeking to
find instruments to destroy the remains of the French republican
and revolutionary tradition-already undermined by de Gaulle
and to establish a despotic regime patterned on those of Salazar
and Franco .
In fighting colonialism, we the peoples of Africa are indeed the
staunchest allies of the working peoples of Europe .
A notable part in the struggles of the Algerian people for
national liberation has been played by the party of the Algerian
working class-the Algerian Communist Party . We have no doubt
they will play an equally important part in planning and building
the Free Algeria of tomorrow . In tribute to these brave comrades,
we publish in the present issue an article based on a publication
issued by the Party on the recent occasion of its twenty-fifth anniversary, and written by several different writers .

THE OTHER FRANCE
The common struggle of the African peoples of the former
French colonies and of the French working class and progressive
people against their common enemy, imperialism, will also find
expression in another field : that off cultural co-operation, in terms
of a discussion launched by the Marxist journal Democrati
S

Nouvelle and endorsed by a number of leading personalities in the
intellectual world both of France and of Africa .
Announcing these discussions around the theme "How to develop
French-African cultural exchanges in the spirit of struggle against
colonialism and for friendship between all peoples", the journal
invites workers, technicians, students, teachers and intellectuals of
all shades of political opinion to help and take part in them .
"New Africa with its varying individualities, its rich traditions,
will participate more and more in the development of world-wide
culture," say the sponsors . "Progressive forces in France, as indeed
in the rest of the world, have the duty to help in eliminating, in
relations between nations, the effects of colonialism and of the neocolonialists' activities ."
It is in this spirit that fraternal cultural exchanges are proposed .
"Our people are aware that for them the national independence
movement of the African people is a precious support for their
struggle for civil liberties, economic and cultural progress . They
know above all that knowledge about African civilisations will profit
them and will make for mutual understanding ."
We are sure that Africans, particularly those in territories where
French is spoken, will respond generously to this initiative . Our
people know that there is not only the France of the colonialists ;
there is another France of the working people, which seeks our
friendship as comrades and equals in the struggle for a better world .
NEO-COLONIALISM AT WORK
The African working class won a great victory for unity in the
cause of the struggle against colonialism and neo-colonialism at
Casablanca, in May 1961, when the All-African Trade Union
Federation was established .
Although they then paid lip-service to the cause of African
trade union unity, the "International Confederation of Free Trade
Unions" and its agents in Africa could scarcely conceal their disappointment and frustration at the achievement of the A .A .T .U .F.
and the strongly anti-colonialist direction it took .
What is the "LC .F .T.U ."? In its essence, and particularly in its
activities in Africa and other colonial and formerly colonial areas,
it is nothing but an agency of "Western" imperialism, of colonialism and neo-colonialism . Some of the people who control this body
have placed themselves in the service of Western governments, and
their plans for economic penetration, political manoeuvres and
military espionage . They work hand-in-glove with "labour attaches"
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attached to United States and British embassies in Africa and
throughout the world.
It is in the light of these hard facts that we must view the
recent "trade union" conference at Dakar, Senegal, backed by the
I .C.F .T .U . and aimed at establishing a "Confederation of African
Trade Unions" in opposition to the A .A.T .U .F . The main purpose
of this move was to split the African trade union movement and
to undermine the hard-won unity won at Casablanca.
Who attended the Dakar Conference?
Nearly all of the African trade union leaders who came
there and participated in this splitting manoeuvre were either
directly in the pay of the I .C.F .T .U. or else so naive that they
cannot understand that the dollar hand-outs they are accepting
for their organisations are given as the price for betraying the
African workers in their struggles for independence and unity . In
either case they are unfit to remain as spokesmen and representatives of our working class .
Trade Union Congresses and Federations in Ghana, Guinea, Mali,
Zanzibar and South Africa have condemned this "wicked machination of neo-colonialism, acting through the I .C .F .T.U . to split the
African working class and pave the way for the infiltration of
U .S . neo-colonialism" . African workers are not so naive that they
cannot spot the imperialist agents acting under the cloak of phrases
about "anti-colonialism" and "non-alignment" . As comrade Liu
Chang-sheng, Vice-President of the All-China Federation of Trade
Unions, correctly writes : "The African working class cannot be
humbugged . Through their struggle against imperialism and
colonialism and for national independence, they have distinguished
their real friends from their enemies .
The two Dakar conferences have both been rejected by the broad masses of the
African workers ."
The Dakar "Confederation" is a flop . It will not succeed in disrupting the All-African Federation of Trade Unions, as it is intended to do .
Nevertheless, it would be a serious mistake if African workers
and trade unionists think that the I .C .F.T.U . leaders will stop
attacking and undermining African trade union unity . They have
an army of paid officials and "labour attaches", liberally provided
with funds, and working night and day to penetrate African unions
and corrupt their officials .
The utmost vigilance must be exercised against these imperialist
agents parading in the garb of "trade unionists" . The A .A.T.U.F.

itself is not sufficiently making its presence felt in Africa . Any lull
in its activities will immediately be taken advantage of by the
splitters and agents of neo-colonialism .
A great source of weakness i s the 'habit which some of our
African trade unionists have developed of continually looking for
financial and other "assistance" from outside . It is true that our
workers are poverty-stricken and unable to afford big subscriptions .
This snakes it impossible for most unions to employ many officials
and organisers, to maintain big and well-equipped offices, expensive
vehicles, and so on .
But the essence, the heart and soul of a trade union is not to
be found in its offices, staff and equipment . It is the organisation
and sanity of the rank and file workers on the job . When the workers are united and ready to take militant action, such as strikes,
in the fight for better wages and conditions, in the struggle for
national freedom and democracy : then you have a genuine African
trade union, a powerful fighting farce against colonialism and its
agents . What shall it profit the working class and the African
people if their officials get dollar hand-outs at the price of losing
the heart and soul of the union : the rank and file unit ; and
struggle`' Without such "aid" our unions will continue the struggle,
however difficult. but once their leaders sell their independence and
integrity to colonialist agents the unions will become worthless to
the workers.
Let the workers tell their elected leaders firmly and clearly : our
unions are not fir sale . We shall contribute our own pennies to
pay our organisers' wages ; we shall do without expensive office and
transport equipment ; but we shall never betray the cause of workers' unity, the cause of Africa .
CU A'S REVOLUTION MOVES AHEAD
Long ago, in the age of the flowering of capitalism, there were
marry bourgeois-democratic revolutions, such as the American War
of Independence in 1776, and the French Revolution, which sparked
ofd many another victorious struggle in Europe and in North and
South America, for national independence and democratic rights .
But once they had won formal independence and paper constitutions, these revolutions slowed down and then stood still . The local
rich classes of capitalists and landlords took the place of the former foreign overlords or feudal aristocrats as the ruling classes .
The masses of workers and peasants remained poverty-stricken and
illiterate .
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But, today, we live in a different age ; the age of the flowering
of socialism, inaugurated by the Great October Socialist Revolution of 1917 which established the Soviet Union . Today, even
though they fight for the immediate attainment of national independence and democratic rights, the masses of the people in the
"international slums" created by imperialism-Africa, Asia and
Latin America are no longer content with paper independence and
the formal transfer of power to their own rich classes . In cases
where the liberation fight is spearheaded by the true representatives
of the workers and peasants, the way has been opened for the
working people to take power firmly in their own strong hands ;
to end not only colonialism and feudalism, but also backwardness,
illiteracy and landlessness and the exploitation of man by man .
Such revolutions of our time do not "slow down and then stop" .
They move forward with ever-increasing momentum, from the
national-democratic to the social revolution .
Such has been the experience of China where, under the leadership of the Communist Party, 650 million people have not only
expelled the Chiang Kai-shek clique, the agents of foreign imperialism and local feudal reaction, but have gone ahead with
leaps and bounds to build a new, socialist China .
Such, also is the experience of the Cuban Revolution . Beginning as a straight-forward struggle of all classes for the overthrow
of the intolerable regime of the United States puppet, Dictator
Batista, the revolution has developed, step by step, impelled by its
own inner dialectic . Today, under the leadership of the workers,
peasants and revolutionary intelIectual, Cuba is marching unconquerably towards socialism . Every attempt by Cuba's huge and
powerful neighbour, the United States of America, using former
Cuban landlords and capitalists, now turned traitor, to organise
armed intervention and economic sabotage to halt the revolution,
has met with disgraceful defeat.
At first the Cuban revolution was supported by all sorts of
groups among the population . The most revolutionary and
advanced elements were the workers and peasants, but there were
also, as Fidel Castro* has pointed out : "bourgeois groups which
simply wanted the fleecing of the people to be done not by Batista
but by themselves ." But, one after another, these bourgeois groups
exposed themselves before the masses .
*All quotations in this article are from Fidel Castro's historic television and radio talk of December 1st, 1961, announcing the plan for
the new, united socialist party.

Now a great new step forward has been taken by the merging
of the three most revolutionary Cuban parties into a united Party
of the Socialist Revolution . These are the P .S .P . (the Cuban Communist Party), representing the advanced working class, the July
26th Movement mainly of peasants formed around Castro's Rebel
Army, and the Directorio Revolucionario, supported particularly
by the revolutionary student end intellectual youth .
The new Party stands firmly on the tried and tested principles
of Marxism-Leninism . "One thing is absolutely proved," says Fidel
Castro . "The reality of history has confirmed the doctrine of
Marxism and Leninism .

"When the revolution camp to power in Cuba, it had two reads :
either to stop short within the existing social regime or to go forward ; to stay within the capitalist system and the orbit of imperialism
or to stand beside the exploited, oppressed and
colonised peoples .
There is no middle ground between capitalism and socialism .
He who remains indifferent before the
struggle of the Algerians is an accomplice of French imperialism ."
How very deeply these words of Fidel Castro deserve the study
of all of us in Africa today.
"There are some who think," he sage, "the Cuban revolution
ought to have got money from both the Americans : and the Russians-a sort of blackmail policy. Bust this base and cowardly
policy would leave the great imperialist interests here untouched .
Such small glory would not be worth the death of a single Cuban ."

There speaks a true Cuban patriot . It is a voice which should
put to shame certain men in Africa who were placed in office
through their people's struggle for freedom and independence
and have used their office to sell that very freedom and independence for imperialist dollars .
Fidel Castro has come to Communism, to Marxism-Leninism,
literally through his own harsh experience, his identification with
the masses, his uncompromising honesty . He frankly admits he
had, at one time, prejudices against the Communists "the product
of propaganda and prejudice inculcated since childhood,"-but
today, he says, "we are all comrades, we are all socialists ." Marxism, he says, is "the only true revolutionary theory .
.
"I. say here with complete satisfaction and confidence I am a
Marxist-Leninist and will be to the last days of my life ."

HOW THE UNITED FRONT WAS WRECKED
The South African United Front was originally formed abroad
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sacres of 1960 . when the Verwoerd government declared a "state
of emergency" and jailed 2,000 political leaders of all democratic
tendencies for months without charge or trial . It was formed by
representatives abroad of the African National Congress (A .N .C .)
and the South African Indian Congress (S .A .I .C .)-long-time allies
in the freedom struggle, of South-West African organisations
(SWAN U and SWAPO) and of the Pan-African Congress . Now
it has been dissolved and it is necessary to place the blame fairly
and squarely where it belongs : on the splitting and wrecking
tactics of the last-named body, the P .A .C .
P .A .C . originated in 1959 as a Right-wing, anti-Communist breakaway from the A .N .C. Its main characteristics were a crude appeal
to African chauvinism-Verwoerd's White nationalism in reverse
and unbridled slander of the leaders of the A .N .C. and its partners
in the Congress Alliance, especially of the small courageous group
of Whites in the Congress of Democrats who were, absurdly,
depicted as the dominating partner .
The United Front never existed in South Africa itself, and any
hope that it would develop here was dispelled by the attempts of
the P.A .C . leaders in 1y61, first to sabotage the historic Maritzburg

Conference, and then their open call to the workers to scab on the
national general strike of May 31st .
Nevertheless, in the belief that the cause of South African freedom would only suffer by the export of domestic disputes beyond
the borders of this country, every effort was made by the A .N .C.
and the S .A .I .C . to preserve a united front in presenting our
people's cause to the outside world .
But all these efforts had to break down in the face of the endless and numerous intrigues and slanders of P .A.C. among the
independent states of Africa and other friendly circles abroad . Its
leaders in exile devote their main efforts to vilifying and belittling
the A .N .C . . which is carrying the brunt of the struggle at home,
and painting an entirely false and exaggerated picture of the importance of their own little organisation .
For example, a member of this organisation is a member of
the editorial board of the "Voice of Africa", a monthly magazine
ofAricanewsdv publisheytBuraofAicn
Affairs in Ghana . The result ha; keen that readers in Southern
Africa are no longer prepared to take this otherwise excellent and
informative journal, because anti-Congress propaganda and the
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P.A.C. line is contained in every article dealing with this part of
the world .
One of the most flagrant and offensive of such articles is written,
supposedly, about Basutoland, in the November 1961 issue of this
journal, appearing over the signature of Mr . Molapo Qhobela, an
official of the Basutoland Congress Party, an organisation which
has a large membership of P .A .C. "refugees" . Unfortunately,
instead of dealing with
Basutoland,
Mr. Qhobela seizes
the opportunity to make an all-out attack on the A .N .C ., which he
declares is "moribund or indeed defunct," and whose respected
leaders he accuses of being "ideological stooges" of "a frustrated
clique of white `communist' racial supremacists" . In contrast, the
P.A .C. is praised to the skies and its president, Mr . Sobukwe, declared a "noble son of the soil" . In another issue of the magazine a
whole article was devoted to praising Mr . Sobukwe, while the
A .N .C. is never mentioned in the Voice of Africa, except in the
most unflattering terms . Even the award of the Nobel Prize to Chief
Lutuli was passed over in silence, although this was a matter of
great significance and gratification to all Africans .
South African fighters against apartheid are astonished to read
this type of anti-Congress slander in a magazine coming from
Ghana, a country which they much respect and admire . The great
majority of the African people in this country are loyal supporters
of the A.N.C., whose leaders have won the confidence of the masses
in many years of militant struggle and sacrifice . . They regard P .A .C.
as a disruptive splinter organisation which damaged its prestige
beyond redemption by its scabbing policy in the Republic Day
strike ; its president, Mr . Sobukwe, was unknown before his arrest
in 1960, except as a university lecturer.
The mischief is that all sorts of well-meaning people outside South
Africa are completely misled by this one-sided propaganda-whose
publication in the Voice o f Africa certainly does not serve the cause
of African unity.
Even militant anti-imperialists and socialists are prepared to
accept the image which P .A .C. tries to impose on them-that it is
somehow a "more radical" alternative to the A .N .C. They are no
doubt unaware of its obsessive anti-Communism, of its sinister links,
through its breakaway trade union offshoot, "FOFATUSA", with
the neo-colonialist agency, the I .C.F .T.U. and the colour bar Trade
Union council of South Africa .
One reason for this ignorance has been that hitherto, the A .N.C .
representatives abroad, loyal to their undertakings to the S .A .U .F.
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have retrained from hitting back against the ceaseless intrigues and
slanders of the P .A .C .-which unscrupulously ignored its own
undertakings .
Now that the Front has been wrecked by these very tactics there
is every reason why the Pan-African Congress should be exposed
fur what it is : a group of saboteurs of the noble struggle against
apartheid .

COMRADE AJOY CHOSH
The African Communist pays tribute to the memory of

Comrade Ajoy Ghosh, General Secretary of the Communist
Party of India, who died on 10th March, 1962 . An outstanding
leader of the Indian workers and the world communist movement, Comrade Ghosh always upheld the cause of AsianAfrican solidarity and in particular fought against the vicious
apartheid system in South Africa . His name will not be
forgotten .
v
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