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Socialism
1,000 million people, a half of all humanity, arc now part of the
powerful world socialist system. For them the chains of bondage
have been broken. Those who still live within the capitalist sphere
are, by their' experience, being made aware of the vast superiority
of the socialist system.
On the one hand there is an intensification of class exploitation,
a growing gap between the "haves" and the "have nots", a drive
to war, a desperate attempt to maintain a grip on colonial peoples,
an impoverished peasantry and a culture which has become ossified.
On the other hand, in the socialist countries, man stands on tbe
threshold of still greater achievement. Class exploitation is on the
way out. The peasant has been given land. National oppression and
colonial exploitation is part of the sordid past. The fight for peace
is the basis of international relations. Culture and science are becoming the property, not of the 'parasitic elite, but of the mass of
the people. Capitalism is in decay. Socialism is the inevitable future
for the whole of humanity.

WHY HAS SOCIALISM DEVELOPED?
The history of mankind from earliest times is a history of exploitation, inhumanity, poverty, inequality and injustice. Why then
has humanity only in the 20th century "come to its senses"? Only
in this era has it begun to advance towards a system which abolisheS
aU these evils. The answer is that history has its own objective laws
which operate without regard to the emotions and ideas of a few
thinking individuals. This does not mean that ide'as play no part.
But it does mean that for an idea to be turned from a utopian
dream into a reality, the objective conditions must be such that it
is capable of being realised. Without this prerequisite the idea will
not flower and capture the imagination of those forces which bring
about the change.
Many heroic martyrs, slave leaders, peasant leaders and other
representatives of the poor and the downtrodden, have for thousands of years proclaimed the right to freedom, justice and equality
for all humanity. But the conditions were not ripe for bringing
about the desired change. The laws of social development stood in
the way of the noble and courageous fighters. It is the genius of
Marx and Engels which laid bare the process of historical develop65

ment and which made possible a scientific approach to man's never
ending quest for a better life.
.
Socialism, like its predecessor capitalism, did not arisct. by accident,
or because modern man is more aware of his oppression than his
brothers of the past. Without the large-scale development of the
productive forces; without the creation of a working class whose
economic interests drive it to end capitalism and to establish the
social ownership of the means of production, socialism is not
possible.
Capitalism gives birth to the very forces which are going to
destroy it. Under capitalism the social character of production
reaches a very high level. But the benefits are reaped by private
owners. The social relations do not correspond to the social character of production. This brings into operation the law of history that
relations of production must inevitably conform to the character
of production. Under feudalism a point was reached when growing
capitalist production was being hampered by outmoded social relations of the feudal type. So under capitalism. private ownership of
the means of production conflicts with the social character of
production. Thus the drive to socialism is part of the objective
process of history.
But there is one respect in which Socialism is u~ique. Whereas all
previous changes have brought about a change of exploiters. socialism aims to end exploitation for all time. The force which can
achieve this is the working class and its allies. led by the Communist Parties of various countries. For the first time in history the
poor and the downtrodden have shown what they are capable of
achieving.

WHAT ARE TilE MAIN FEATURES OF
A SOCIALIST SOCIETY?
Socialism does not arise ready-made and in a vacuum. When
the working class takes political power it is the beginning and not
the end of the road. All the legacies of the past camiot be abolished
by a stroke of the pen. Thus the rate of the consolidation of
socialism and the specific manner of eradicating all that is worst
in the past-economic, moral and intellectual-will depend upon
the specific character of the country in which the change comes
about. There can be no ready-made detailed fonnula which will
apply universally in every country. But there are certain features
which are common and which transcend national differences. What
are the universal features of socialism?
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CONTROL OF THE STATE
The political conlrol of the state must be taken out of the hands
of tbe capitalist class and placed firmly in the hands of the majority
of the people led by the working class.
"The transfer of slale power from one class to another class
is the first, the principal. the basic sign of a revolution, both In
the siricl.ly scientific and in the practical, political meaning of
the term."
(Lenin: "Letler on Tactics".)

Those who fear socialism because it spells the end of their life
of luxury at the expense of the mass of humanity accuse the socialist
countries of dictator~ip and lack of democracy. Those gentlemen
control the apparatus of Government and use jl for their own
purposes. The army, police, gaols and all tbe other instruments of
repression are always ready to answer their call 10 put down the
struggle of t~e people and to keep the capitalist class firmly in the'
saddle: Theirs is a dictatorship of a tiny minority. Even in those
capitalist countries which are held out as mode~ of "democracy"
the whole state apparatus has been brought into play when the
mass of the people show signs of tbreatening the existence of tbe
capitalist mode of production.
In other words, although there are national differences whicb
have historic roots, the basic feature of the capitalist stale is that
it is a dictatorship of the capitalist class. Communists do not blush
to admit thu the socialist system is a dictatorship. But it is a
dictatorship of the majority against a minority.
The exploiting class does !lot give up its dream of restoring the
capitalist system merely because a revolution has taken place. Their
defeat ushers in a period of bitter struggle to get back their ill·
gotten gains. It is therefore vital, in order to make the ousted capitalist class and its hangers-on impotent, to take out of their hands
all tbe instruments of stale power and to place them in the hands
of the mass of the people led by the working class. Until the force
and power of the exploiting class has been broken, the advance to
socialism is hampered. It follows that only by a proper and effective
use of state power after the revolution can the advance to socialism
be assured.
Thus although the precise form in which the working class wields
power after the socialist revolution may vary from country to
country-depending upon the different conditions in which it occurs
-the one fundamental common feature of all socialist states is
that they are "based on the dictatorship of the proletariat i.e. the use
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and control of state power
working people.

In

the interests of dIe majority of the

THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION
The socialist revolution places political power in the hands of the
working people led by the working class. The first task of the
socialist state is to break the economic power of the exploiting class.
The basic means of production, the factories, mines, land, banks
and transport are taken away from the monopoly capitalists. They
become the property of the people by means of socialist nationalisation. The fruits of production arc no longer expropriated by the
privileged few but are used to advance the standard of life of all
the people.

THE END OF EXPLOITATION
Exploitation of man by man is ended. The main feature of capitalist production is the existence of a mass of people who own
nothing except their power to labour. Because of their control of
the means of production the capitalists are able to force the mass
of the working people to work for them in order to Hve. The sweat
and blood of the majority means luxury and wealth for the few.
Socialism puts an end to this exploitation. The means of production
are now publicly owned and are operated in the interests of the
people as a whole. Under capitalism the fruits of production are
divided between wages and the surplus which is taken by the capi·
talist class. Under socialism the whole that is produced comes back
to the workers in various ways.
It is an historical reality that the level of production under
socialism will for some time be insufficient to give every person
everything that they need. Thus the workers are still paid money
wages and the amount they receive depends upon the individual
contribution to social production. Thus socialism puts into effect
the principle: "From each according to his ability; to each according
to the work done."
What the worker does not get back in wages is used for his in·
direct benefit and for the benefit of society.as a whole. This part
of social production is used for social services which in socialist
countries are free and available to all. It is used to administer the
Stale and to defend it against those who want to restore the past.
Above all it is used to expand socialist production which ensures a
continuously rising .standard of living. Thus the whole product of
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a man's labour is directed to serve the immediate and future
terests of the whole people.

In-

PLANNED PRODUCTION
The chaotic and unplanned nature of capitalist production leads
to crises, unemployment, slumps and poverty in the midst of plenty.
This is so because the means of production are in the hands of a
few owners whose only concern is their own private profit. The
cruel spectacle of food being destroyed whilst people are starving
is well known. The only consideration which determines what is
to be produced and how it is to be produced, is not the needs of
the people but the profit which will accrue to the privileged few.
Each capitalist tries to get as much as he can for his product. The
human needs of the people are quite irrelevant. He plans not for
society, but for himself. He is engaged in a dog fight with every
other capitalist in order to get a bigger share of the fruits of exploitation.
Socialism puts an ~nd to this private greed and chaos. Production
is planned so as continuously to improve the standard of life of all
the people. There is an end to unemployment and poverty. In some
socialist countries which inherited a backward economy the task
of achieving spectacular rises in the standard of living may take
some years. But the superiority of socialist planning over capitalist
chaos is nowhere better illustrated than by a comparison between
India for example and China. Both these countries achieved liberlltion at about the same time. Both were faced with tremendous problems because of the backwardness of their economies. India which
was economically more developed is now lagging behind China in
almost every field. The advance towards Socialism in China, based
on planned production, has resulted in spectacular rises in the
standard of living of the working masses. In India the overwhelming
mass of the people are still living in conditions of extreme misery
and poverty. This contrast demonstrates forcefully the superiority
of the socialist system.

NATIONAL OPPRESSION AND COLONIALISM
Socialism means the end of national oppression and colonial exploitation. The relatively high standard of living of a section of the
working people of countries such as Britain and the U.S.A. has
been made possible firstly by the very bitter and costly struggle
of the working masses of these countries and secondly the fact that
the capitalist class of those countries could "afford" to compromise
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with their own working people because of the super~profits obtained
from the oppression and subjugation of colonial peoples.
It is of the very essence of capitalism that it develops into im~
periaHsm. The exploitation of one nation by another arises naturally
from a system whose very lifeblood is the exploitation of the mass
, of property-less and rishtless humanity. In the socialist countries
there are no groups of monopoly capitalists who benefit in this way.
The freeing from bondage of millions of nationally oppressed,
colonial peoples who suffered under the yokes of the Czar and the
class he represented is proof of what socialism means to those who
are exploited by monopoly capitalists from so-called superior
nations. The social basis for colonial exploitation does not exist
under socialism. In its place there arises a system of fraternal assistance between nations.
In particular, assistance is given by those socialist countries, who
because of peculiar historical reasons have achieved a more ad~
vanced economy, to those who are still relatively backward. Such
assistance is based on a genuine desire to uplift the standard of life
of the people. It differs radically from "assistance" by the mono~
polists, motivated by a desire to further their policy of neo-colonialism and dependence on the imperialist economy.
The disappearance of the class which feeds on the misery and
exploitation of other national groups destroys the basis for conQuest and war. This is why the socialist camp today stands in the
vanguard of the struggle for peace.

DEMOCRACY
It is only under socialism that democracy has any real meaning

for the people. The slogan "Government of the people, by the
people, for the people" sounds hollow to the ears of the unemployed
worker. the landless peasant, the property~less citizen who is de~
prived of all material means to make his voice heard. The slogan
becomes a reality under socialism.
Freedom is not just the absence of restraint--every form of
society demands a certain amount of subordination of the rights
of the individual to the interests of the country as a whole. The
more real and fundamental content of freedom is the presence of
opportunity to exercise your rights and to fulfil your needs. Without
this element the word "freedom" is a meaningless catchword. It is
only under socialism that every human being is given the opportunity to develop himself fully. There is no longer only the
theoretical right to education which in capitalist society is really
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restricted to those who have the means to pay for i.t. The socialist
youth have unli.mited opportunities of education to the utmost of
their abilities. At every important level the people take part in the
administration of the country and in the active process of government. Before a major economic plan is adopted by the representath'es of the people in a country such as the Soviet Union, every
worker and peasant has an opportunity of contributing towards its
formulation. This is real democracy, and not the empty right to put
a cross next to a candidate's name every five years. The right to
elect representatives is of course basic to real democracy. But under
capitalism this right has got a limited meaning when it is borne
in mind that the mass of the people have no say whatsoever in the
running of the productive machine which controls almost every
minute of the worker's life.
In socialist countries the care of the aged, the guarantee of
employment, the opportunities for participation'in the process of
government, the control of the means of production by the workers,
make for real democracy and real freedom. No people are free,
no people are living in a democracy where the whole of the state
apparatus is in the control of the capitalist class which monopolises
it in its own interests and against the interests of the majority of
the people. Where this control can still be assured by a monopoly
of aU the important instruments of propaganda such as the schools,·
newspapers, radio, etc., so-Called "free" elections are permitted. But
in a situation where the working masses manage to shed the in·
ftuence of the capitalist propaganda machine and are no longer
reliable voting cattle, the capitalist state unveils itself and reveals
its true character. History has provided many examples of this
process, for example fascism in Germany, Italy, Portugal and Spain.
Socialism means a higher type, of democracy, one which has
real meaning for the people.

SOCIALISM AND COMMUNISM
Socialism is only the first stage of transition from class to fully
classless society which is known as communism. In our final article
in this series we shall deal with the difference between the two
and the fundamental features of a fully communist society.
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