Sudan's Dictatorship

In the Service of Imperialism
by E. IPHRAHIM

Quotations in this article are taken from the booklet:
"TwQ Years of Military Dic(atorship in the Sudan" issued
by the Communist Party in the Sudan. The booklet is deditcoted "To the masses oj our struggling people, and to the
Sudanese working class. To those who have been murdered
by the treacherous dictatorship, Ali Hamid, EI Sadig
Mohamed E/ Hassan, Abdel Badeia, A bdel Bamdd and
Kebeida. And to those whom reaction has engulfed in the
'prisons and concentration camps, Abdel Khalig Mahgoub.
E/ Sha/un Ahmed El Sheikh. Abdel Laheim Shana. Mahy
E/ Dean. Abdel Harear. and Ahou Eldahah and their patriol
comrades,"

General Aboud's coup d'etat of November 1958 in the Sudan
was above all a coup engineered for American imperialism. The
country was in the throes of a political crisis, whose central issue
was American "aid:' The future of American imperialist penetration
was at stake. The coalition government, beaded by the Umma Party
of the big landowners, was well on the road to trading Sudanese
independence, for American "aid." U.S. military men were secretly
searching the country for suitable sites for the building of military
bases; the paper Morning News wrote that "A small island which
lies in the Sudan territorial waters of tbe Red Sea is going to be
given to a foreign state to build a military base." Economic aid
was becoming a fuU·scale invasion of Sudanese economy. People
from every walk of life were awakening to the Yankee danger.
Even in Parliament, some members of the governing coalition
were growing restive. The ratification of tqe U.S. Aid Treaty was
debated, and despite pressure from the Umma Party, amendments
were made restricting aid to tbe fields of agriculture, tecbnical
training and road building only. Amongst the people, opposition
to imperialist domination tbrougb "aid" grew strong, shaking even
tbe foundations of tbe Umma Party. On October 21st, the biggest
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strike ever of Sudanese workers broke out, followed by demon·
strations which spread throughout the country. The government
shook before the popular anger. Members of Parliament, moved
by the masses, began to declare that at the opening of the next
session they would vote against the government and attempt to
bring it down. That session was due to open on November 17th.
But the session never came. On November l7th, Aboud and his
group of army officers seized state power. Theirs was not a revo·
lution. Jt was a decision by the most reactionary group to hold
state po~er ~y military dictatorship because they could no longer
hold it by parliamentat:y means. "Feeling the danger which was
threatening their interests and fearing that the popular movement
might result in building a healthy democratic regime," said the
Communist Party in the Sudan the following day, "the imperialists
and the reactionaries handed over power to the reactionary leadership of the army." The Aboud regime has served the interests
of American imperialism and Sudanese reaction well.

ABOUD, ARMY AND AID
Aboud's first actions were to declare a state of emergency, to
suspend the Constitution and dissolve Parliament. "The reason the
counlry suffered so much," he declared, "is wholly due to the disputes of the political parties among themselves." [Our emphasis.
A.C.] He informed the American embassy that "We don't bear
any grudges to anybody! ,. And in the same declaration he banned
all political parties, prohibited all meetings, gatherings or demonstrations, and banned all newspapers until further notice. These
measures, designed to end the clamour against the American penetration and the coup, proved insufficient. The working class, who
had been the forefront of the fight for national independence,
remained untamed. Two weeks later a new decree outlawed all
workers' trade unions and also the General Federation of Trade
Unions. By April of 1959, new laws were decreed, depriving in·
dividuals of their rights and liberty. The Minister of the Interior
was empowered to detain any person at any place for one month,
3Ild to extend that detention for any period of time he saw fit.
He can expel any person from any region of the country, or
confine him 10 any place for any length of time.
In this police state, Aboud's regime bas openly used terror to
facilitate American imperialist aims. A few days after the coup,
the so-called Defence Law was published, carrying the death penalty
for anyone who works for the formation of any political party.
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or who calls for any strike. or who "spreads hatred" against the
government. Following immediately on the announcement of this
law came the statement:
"There is notbmg In the American aid treaty which may hinder
the independence of Sudan or Injure the national prestige. Unfortvaately the Amerku aid treaty 'fIP'8S in the past a target of party
manoeuvres. The resfrictions impOsed on the treaty by the dissolved Parliament "M an obstacle In the "ay of utilising the aid
as it "as plaanecl for."
The restrictions placed by Parliament were accordingly removed.
The door was thrown wide open for American (and subsequently
British and West German) penctration. which-in the words of the
Communist Party-"dominated the economic life of the country
and mercilessly crushed the ambitions or Sudanese capital."

TIlE OPEN DOOR
The American aid treaty provided for American interference in
the country's economy to the extent that the U.S. aid administrators
control and regulate Sudan's export and import trade. The first
item of the treaty, fixing Sudanese imports or foreign goods at up
to 5.1 million pounds, absolutely prohibits any imports from
socialist countries. Half of the almost 8 million pounds o( "aid"
money is to be spent on consumer goods, aimed at maintaining
Sudanese dependence on foreign manufactures, and discouraging
the establishment of local industry. All American personnel
administering the scheme have diplomatic immunity, and are thus
above Sudanese law.
From this position of power and influence over the subservient
government. tbe American imperialists have entrenched themselves
deeply in the economy. The U.S. dominated International Bank
has advanced substantial loans for railway and Nile steamer transportation; an American millionaire bas been given permission to
establish a textile factory with £1 million capital (in which the
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ahmed Khair. is said to hold shares).
The American Ql1iforoia Company has been granted prospecting
rights for petrol aDd minerals in the Red Sea area and American
banks have been encouraged to provide funds for the financing both
of Sudanese banks and o( large-scale industries which receive:
special privileges. "To accept the financing of local banks by the
American monopolies." says a statement from the Communist Party
in the Sudan. "means to give a free hand to American capital to
influence tho sources of local financing. It also means the control
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of every industria-l enterprise established in the future . . . (and)
includes the financing of agricultural schemes through the agricultural bank."
As always, military penetration has gone hand in pand with
economic. There have been discussions between the government
and American military missions about the building of a. military
base in North-Eastern Sudan. Especially in 1959, there have been
several American military missions in the country, and tentative
steps were taken towards· the Americanisation of tbe SUdanese

anny.

. AGENTS OF IMPERIALISM
The Aboud government speaks unashamedly of itself as "a part
of the free world"-to quote the words used by Aboud in a message to Eisenhower. And its actions bear out the fact that it is a
friend and ally of the world of imperialism. When the French
imperialists were under attack in Africa for testing atomic bombs
in the Sahara, newspaper correspondents were warned by General
Talat Faried, Minister of Information and Labour in the Sudan:
"You have no right to speak about the explosion of this bomb,
even if it was exploded in Butana (a district of Sudan)." He warned
them, too, against attacking France for its massacres of the Algerian
people.
In 1959, two Kenyan patriots passing through the Sudan to join
their compatriots in Cairo who were campaigning against British
domination of Kenya were arrested and fined. Similarly, two members of the African Congress of Uganda were arrested in Sudan and
finally ordered back to Uganda where they faced imprisonment.
Even more outrageous has been the Sudanese government's conduct over the crisis in the Congo. When the newly independent
Congo state was under armed attack and invasion by Belgian forces,
the Aboud government decided tbat Sudanese troops should be kept
out of any intervention.
In a letter fo the Belgian consulate, it referred to the Congolese
independence movement as " ••• disturbances, anarchy and non-law_
respecting movements. The Sudanese lovemment," lit added, "does
not retain any unfriendly feelin~ toward the Belgian government."
The Govemor of the Equatorial Province went further, offering
help to the Belgians in the neiahbourinlil: Congo territory. In a letter
to the Belgians he expressed his "••• salTOw for tbe sad incidents
which were conducted by irresponsible people in tbe Congo against
the Congolese."
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In tbis happy hunting ground of imperialism, the conditions of
the working people have grown steadily worse. By the end of 1959,
the officially registered number of unemployed in Khartoum province alone reached 7,000; tbe actual numbers were undoubtedly
more. The Ministry of Works dismissed many workers. and the
Engineering Department of the Rail.ways sacked thirty per cent of
its workers. The peasantry fared no beUer. Real wages of agricultural workers have been lowered, and the basic price of cotlonthe crop on which the majority of peasants in government agrieultural schemes depend-was also lowered. Hundreds of peasants
left private agricultural schemes when the cost of cotlon picking
was reduced from ten to seven piastres.

FIGHTING BACK
. Despite the police terror, the working class and peasantry have
fought back heroically against the government and the worsening
conditions of life. The leaders of the trade union movement have
never accepted the outlawing of the unions. In December, 1958,
police raided the office of Taliaa, the newspaper of the Trade Union
Federation, and arrested 14 trade union leaders including EI.
Shafi Ahmed EI Sheikh, tbe Secretary-General of the Federation.
They were tried secretly by military court and sentenced to long
periods of imprisonment. Despite this. by May of 1959, ten workingclass leaders petitioned the government demanding trade union
rights and legislation to protect the workers' standards, They also
demanded that the army return to their barracks, and that democratic life be re-established, and the imprisoned' leaders released.
Two members of the delegation were imprisoned on the spot. In
October of the same year, other leaders issued a similar petition,
and tbey, too, were imprisoned. In protest, 225 railway workers
in Khartoum struck work. They were all sacked. Nevertheless, when
their secretary-general was sentenced to two years' imprisonment,
Khartoum transport workers organised a general strike of thirty
minutes. Peasants, too, struck work against the lowering of the
cotton-picking tariff, and were imprisoned.
A steady regime of police terror has been instituted. By the
end of 1959, 700 political workers had been imprisoned without
indictment. Police stop people and search them in the streets without warrant, photograph and finger-print them. Political prisoners
have been 6ent to isolated, unhealthy and remote prison camps.
They are allowed no books or reading matter, and their food and
conditions generally are worse than those of common criminals.
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Several group~ of prisoners have fought back against these conditions with hunger strikes, which have helped awaken the Sudanese
pcople and world opinion to their fate.
The police net has been spread far and wide. Police spies and
agents arc active in all schools and colleges, and all student unions
have been outlawed. The Sudanese Youth Union is illegal; its
funds have been confiscated and its General Secretary, Mohammed
Ahmed Suliman is -in prison. The Sudanese Women's Union has
been outlawed, and its night schools fvr combating illiteracy
amongst women have been closed. The press, when allowed to
resume publication after the coup, were told bluntly: "Do not
write anything against the policy of the Government; do not criti~
cise its steps neither in home or foreign fields; do not write about
former parties and polilical sects; do not write commenting on or
criticising the policies of other countries."
The police see that these prohibitions are obeyed. El Medan has
been suppressed for attacking American "aid". E Talia'a has been,
closed for demanding trade union freedom. E Ayam demanded the
right to publish- reports o( the case against the trade union leaders.
E/ Nil and E/ Zaman demanded a return to democratic institutions.
Other papers have closed down because they were unwilling to
continue with the farce of publishing under such conditions.

UNREST IN THE ARMY
In its statement on the day of the coup, the Political Bureau of
the Communist Party declared that the majority of the soldiers
and officers of the Sudanese army stood against the Aboud
clique, and opposed the coup. Events have proved them right. In
March, in May and again in November of 1959, there were mutinies
in the army. AU failed for lack of adequate organisation, or for
reasons of indecision by the leaders of the mutinies. The regime
has handed down savage sentences on the leaders of these mutinies,
including sentences of life imprisonment on two Ministers and
members of the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces. death sentences on many, imprisonments of many more. The spirit of the
army is overwhelmingly nationalist, anti-imperialist and therefore
also anti-Aboud. The Aboud government, says the Communist
Party. has ". . . succeeded in one thing: in securing tIle utter hatred
of all our people; that }s the secret of its weakness and the sign
of its end."
In the front ranks of the fighters against the regime stands this
party. the party of the Sudanese working class. The party was
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foemed in 1946. It was at the end of the second woeld wac; the
working class bad emerged as a stable and substantial portion of
the population, and the question of independence was on lIIe
agenda. "The question of political power and on whom it may rest
became accordingly important," says the statement. "The organ
by which a class takes powee is its party; hence it was important
foe the working class to form its own party which represents its
interests."

THE PARTY OF THE WORKERS
From its beginning, the Communist Party based itself on the
revolutionary theories of Marxism-Leninism; it set itseU at the
head of the struggles of the working people. "The workers, led
by the Party, waged their first struggles in Atbara in tbe years
1947-48 which were crowned by the endorsement of the labour law
of 1948 which recognised the right of Corming trade unions. That
was a remarkable victory to the party and the working class. It
marked a new era in the country, paving the way for a wide wave
of organisations foe other classes and sections including the high
sections of civil service officials." Unity of the working class as
the centre of national unity for independence has always been the
core of the Party policy. "Our party, from the very beginning,
pointed out that the road to happiness and prosperity of our people
if freely developing and marching successfully to build socialism,
required first and foremost the radical liberation of our country
from the grip of imperialism and its- remnant::., the spreading and
extending of democracy, and the building of an independent
national economy by effective industrialisation."
The Party accordingly took an active and leading part, together
with militants of other parties, in the struggle against the British·
imposed Legislative Assembly. Hundreds of members were detained
and imprisoned. Comrade Gurasbi EI Tayeb was murdered by
imperialist bullets at Atbara. "Nevertheless, during that period of
the struggle oue party proved to be the real inspirer of the masses
in their revolutionary struggles. . . . Jt boldly and confidently
Jed these struggles till the Legislative Assembly was defeated."
"Those struggles made it possible for our party to find out that
what our people missed was the unity of its ranks. From that time,
the Party put the task of uniting all the national forces at the
head of its tasks, regarding this unity as the only guarantee for
the safeguard of the national movement against the reactionaries
and the stooges of imperialism." The party's efforts 10 cr~ale a
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"National Front'" won it the regard of all honest Sudanese patriots,
and inspired the popular unity which threatened to unseat imperialism in tbe November ]958 session of" Parliament.

AFTER INDEPENDENCE
In 1956, a month after the declaration of formal independence
of the Sudan, the Communist Party adopted a programme "For
the Consolidation of Independence, Democracy and Peace." This
programme, detailing the tasks of the working class and the
national front after independence, had a profound effect on the
people and a great influence on the programmes of other political
parties which drew on it for their inspiration. Guided by this programme, the Party headed and inspired a campaign for accelerated
"Sudanisation" of the whole apparatus of state, in order to end
the hanltovers of imperialism. At the same time, it gave to tbe
nation a realistic solution to the main problem before it-the
problem of maintaining Sudanese national entity while at the same
time solving the national aspirations of the people of the south,
who were claiming independence from the north.
''The essence of the proposed solution was to restore mutual
confidence between the two parts of the country and to strengthen
tbe ties between them, thus to safeguard the security of the country
against imperialism which was encircling tbe southern borders of
our country. Our line was to give 'local self·government to the
South within the framework of the Republic and its Parliament.'''
Our party was well aware of the fact that the interests of our people
and the preservation of its independence can be secured only if a
foreign policy of anti-imperialist character which supports the
national liberation movements, aims for mutual co-operation with
all countries and defends world peace is adopted."
From the time of its formation, the party threw itself into the
struggle for widening democratic rights, which it saw not only as a
means to easier organising of the working class, but also as a
safeguard of the national movement and the national independence
of the country. As a result, the mass movement for national independence always moved side by side with the movement for democracy. "Our people, led by the working class under tbe guidance
of the party, were always on the alert and quickly responded to
defend democratic liberties. FfOm the start, the connection of tbe
movement for democracy with the national movement is one of
the characteristic features of the general movement in our country..
Thanks to tbis, our people are now quite convinced that to speak
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about the independence of our country without democracy is a
sheer deception and a lie." The party was thus ready and prepared
to meet the new turns in the struggle for real independence and
democracy which were created by the reactionary, anti-democrat~c
coup d'etat of General Aboud, and was neither tricked nor turned
aside by its apparent "nationalistic" facade.

TO THE FUTURE
Despite its illegality, the Party has been a powerful rallying centre
for the Sudanese people in these times. It calls and campaigns for
". . . a national democratic front; and through the unity of all
opposition forces in a united national front the overthrow of the
existing reactionary regime." It puts forward a five-point program• The liberation of the country and its economy from the domi·
nation of American and foreign monopolies.
• The return to Parliamentary life, according to a national
democratic constitutiOD.
• The release of aU political prisoners, the liquidation of con·
centration camps, and compensation for all those who have
suffered in them.
• The repeal of all anti-democratic laws and the 1960 Defence.
Law.
• An anti-imperialist foreign policy, for peace, peaceful coexistence and complete disarmament.
"The basis for this national froDt exists, and every day the vital
importance of unifying all the opposition elements becomes clearer.
The Communist Party, which has turned from the scmi·legal conditions of work to the underground every day inspires the people
and increases their confidence in their struggle. Its leaflets never
stop, and its illegal press plays an -important role in intensifying
the struggles of the working class and all the people. The Sudanese
working class has again secured ·the right of trade union organi·
sations despite the law. . . . The national bourgeoisie feels the
pressure of the rivalry with Western- monopolies. . . . Commercial
capital is going fast towards bankruptcy. . . . " Thus the can·
ditions of crisis for the regime and of new advances for the national
front develop.
''The members of our party," the Sudanese Communists proclaim
with pride, "courageously struggled in defence of democracy in
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spite of imprisonment, oppression and dismissals from t.heir jobs,
which tbey met also when they were struggling for national liberation. Our party proudly declares that the Dumber of its members
wbo visited the prisons of tbe Sudan . . . in defence of national
independence and democracy exceeds ten times the number of
imprisoned members of all other parties joined together." For
people such as tbese, even the hardest tasks are capable of
fulfilment.
.
In June 1959, the Political Bureau of the party summarised their
tasks thus:
.
"History has bestowed the task of leading the struggle on our
party. The parties of the national bourgeoisie have accepted to
dissolve themselves. We have to march fast to take tbe leadership
of the masses."
In tbe manner of their fulfilment of these tasks, tbe Sudanese
Communists arc proving themselves.
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