
EDITORIAL NOTES

Towards Communism:
A View of the Future

•
The 22nd Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union

was a great history-making event of our times.
The main business of the Congress was the adoption of a new

Programme of the Party. Until now, the Party and the people of
the Soviet Union, since 1917., have been engaged in the huge task
of building socialism in their country. That task has been completed.
The new, Third Programme is a programme for the building of
Communist society in the Soviet Union.

Socialism is a great advance on capitalism. It has enormously
raised the living, health, educational and cultural standards of the
Soviet people. It has abolished class and national inequalities, and
the exploitation of man by man. Under socialism a new generation
has grown up of free, happy, cultured people, a generation free
(rom the prejudices, acquisitiveness, selfishness and inhumanity
which is bred by capitalist society, where man is a wolf to his
fellow man. Socialism has tremendously developed the productive
resources and techniques of the Soviet people, and laid the basis
for an economy of plenty, of an abundance of all those things whicb
are necessary for the people to enjoy a healthy, happy and cultured
life. . '

These great achievements of the past (orty-four years have laid
the basis for the steady advancement to a yet higher stage of human
society~the highest of aU-a Communist Society. This society will
be built on the principle "From each according to his ability, to
each according to his needs."

Communism is a classless social system, it has only one form of
public ownership of the means of production, and full social
equality of aU members of society. The aU-round development of
people will be accompanied by the growth of the productive forces
through continuous progress in science and technology. lt is a
highly organised society of free, socially conscious working people.
Public self-government wiJI be established. Labour for the good of
society will become the prime vital requirement of everyone, recog-
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nised by one and all. The ability of each person will be employed
to the greatest benefit of the people.

Moving towards this &OBI, the Soviet Union, ovel' the next ten
years, will become the richest country in the world, surpassing the
untted States in production pel' head of the population. It will
have the silortest worldng day in the world,' but production will
nevertheless improve substantially both in indutry and apiculture.
AD the peopte wiD be weD ho-..ed.

Under capitalism, new production techniques;. and particularly
automation, are regarded with fear by the working people, for they
must lead to unemployment. But in the Soviet Union, where un
employment is preserved only in tJ;1e memories of the older people,
for it has long been abolished, the new techniques will be used to
improve working conditions and make them easier, to reduce the
length of the working day, to improve living conditions, and
eliminate hard physical work and eventually all unskilled labour.

The detailed economic plans-the basis for the advance to Com
munist society-are breathtaking in their scope. Industrial output
will be increased I t times over the next ten years. The rapid de
velopment of science and engineering, technology and the better
organisation of work, of agriculture and methods ·of planning, will
provide the basis for a leap forward in the living standards of' the
people. Health and social services will be. improved.

In the next ten years, the country will go over to a six-hour
working day. Free medical services will become greatly extended.
Through public cat~ring at work for industrial workers and col
lective farmers, very much cheaper meals, and eventually free
meals at work will be provided. Boarding schools will be free, and
hot meals free at day schools. At the end of the next two decades,
the Soviet people can look forward to rent-free housing,. to free
public transport facilities, and all sorts of other public services free
of charge.

Wages will be steadily increased, while retail prices will be
reduced.

All taxes are to be abolished.

Not for Themselves Alone
"~istory is made by the people, and Communism is a creation

of the people, of their energy and intelligence. The victory of Com
munism depends on people, and Communism is built for people.,
Every Soviet man brings the triumph of Communism nearer by
his labour. The successes of Communist coDstruction spell abun-
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danCe and a happy life to all, and enhance the might, prestige and
glory of the Soviet Union," declares the Programme.

But it is not 'for themselves alone that the Soviet people are
entering into the great task of the gradual construction of Com
munism. Following Marx's great slogan "Workers of all countries,
unite!" the Soviet Communists believe that they are blazing a
trail for all mankind. ''The Party regards Communist construction
in the U.S.S.R. as the Soviet people's great international task, in
keeping with the interests of the whole world socialist system as
a whole, and with the interests of the internationai proletariat and
all mankind." .

It is not by compulsion, it is by example that the peoples of the
world will be persuaded to follow their Soviet brothers and sisters
towards the goal of a Communist society. The Programme re-affirms
the well-established Soviet policy of peaceful co-existence of states
with differing social systems, and that it is against the export both
of revolution and of counter-revolution.

"When the Soviet people eajoy the lW w4np of CommuDism, DeW

blmllredl of mmiool of people oa nrtII MIl .y: 'We are for
Commgnl...!' It is DOC throu&b WlU' with other countries, but by
the "_pie of • more perfect orpoi8atIoo of 8OCitty, by npid
JIIOIi n ia developtnc the productin forces, the nutioD of 8.11 COII
did0D8 for the happiness aDd weD·beina of man, tb... the ideas of
COIDDJUni... win the minds aDd belb'ts of tbe ma es."

We are' confident that this will be so. The new Programme of
the C.P.S.U. is, of course, in the first place, a Programme for the
Soviet people themselves. But it is of intense interest to every man
and woman in the world. For-allowing for inevitable differences
of local tradition and historical development in various parts of the
world-it is also a blueprint of the future of all mankind.

ALBANIA AND THE STALIN CULT

Although the new Programme was the main business of the 22nd
Congress, the capitalist newspapers preferred to focus the attention
of their readers on other questions which arose at the Congress,
particularly that of Albania and the Stalin Cult.

It is indeed a thousand pities that the leaders of the Albanian
People's Republic, a small socialist country which owes a tremen
dous amount· to the assistance and encouragement of the Soviet
Union. should suddenly -have adopted a polis:y of attacks and
criticisms of the Soviet Union, which can only 4;ndanger the precious
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unity of the socialist camp, and of the World Communist Move
ment.

The main criticism of the Albanian leaders is that the C.P.S.U.,
particularly since its 20th Congress, has resolutely condemned the
shameful abuses, the idolatrous and un-Communist glorification of
an individual, and the arbitrary methods of one-man leadership,
which prevailed during the period of the Stalin cult. It was not
pleasant, and is not pleasant, for the Soviet leaders to expose the
evils that were permitted to flourish in so recent a period of the
country's history. They have undertaken this painful task for one
reaSon and one reason only-to ensure that such .things should
never happen again. And in so doing, they have performed a great
service not only for the people of their own country, but for the
whole of the working class movement throughout the world.

Why have the Albanian leaders attacked the C.P.S.U. for so
unflinchingly carrying out this duty? Why are they, in fact, now
reviving the cult of Stalin in Albania itself?

Nikita Khrushchov told the 22nd Congress that the reason why
Enver Hoxha and Mehmet Shehu, leaders of the Albanian Party
of Labour, are so bitterly resisting the exposure of the evils of the
period of the Stalin cult in the Soviet Union, is that they themselves
are practising exactly the same arbitrary and despotic methods of
leadership in Albania to-day. "All that was bad in our country at
the time of the cult of the individual manifests itself in even worse
form in the Albanian Party of Labour. It is no longer a secret to
anyone that the Albanian leaders st~y in power by resorting to
violence and arbitrary actions," he said.

Similar reasons lie behind the activities of the factional group
in the C.P.S.U. which was headed by Molotov, Kaganovich and
Malenkov. Both before and after tbe famous-20th Congress of the
c.P.S.U., at which the consequences of the cult of the individual
were resolutely exposed, this group vigorously resisted the exposure.
They did so, not only because they themselves were involved with,
and agreed with such abuses and criminal methods of leadership
which were practised at that time, but also because they thought
they should be continued. "They wanted to push the Party, the
country, from the Leninist path, wanted to revert to the policy and
methods' of leader.<ihip of the period o[ the personality cult."

It is not always easy for Communists and other friends of the
Soviet Union abroad to understand properly the reason for the
thorough-going debunking of the Stalin myth that is now taking
place in the Soviet' Union, the removal of his body from the Lenin
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Mausoleum to an adjoining grave by the Kremlin wall, and the
renaming of Stalingrad and other historic places. We remember
Stalin as the brilliant and lucid teacher of Leninism and Lenin's
theories on the national and colonial question; the tireless fighter
against Trotsky and other renegades who sought to divert the
Party from its huge task of building socialism in one country, in
conditions of capitalist encirclement; the leader of the Soviet people
in the war against fascism and in the tasks of peaceful socialist
construction. He was made, wrongly so, the symbol of the c.P.S.U.,
the Soviet State and the Soviet people; the main target for attacks
by bourgeois reaction and its agents of every type and hue, and
much of our political life was devoted to defending him.

But, we should not forget that it is the Soviet people, and the
Soviet Communists, who in the first place were the victims of the
personality cult, and all the atrocious crimes and brutalities whicb
were permitted to grow up and flourish in its shadow. We must
understand the bitterness which they feel about it. And we must
also understand the stern sense of duty and responsibility which
has impelled them to expose this blemish upon the glorious record
of the Soviet people's contribution to the cause of socialism and
humanity. They have exposed these things in order to ensure that
they shall never recur again in the Soviet Union. And, let us add,
in the hope that the lesson will not be lost upon Communist and
other peoples' movements aU over the world. It is a lesson which
must ever be borne in mind.

PERSONALITIES IN AFRICA
In the course of political struggle, the people produce seasoned.

experienced and wise leaders, whom they learn to respect and have
confidence in. Naturally, it is necessary for all progressive move
ments to uphold and defend these leaders against the incessant
attacks which the reactionary enemy directs against them, as the
representatives and spokesmen of the movement, the target for
victimisation, malice and slander. But, we must never forget in
this process that our leaders are only the servants, the elected rep·
resentatives and spokesmen of the, movements which they represent,
and of the workers and the people as a whole. We must never allow
ourselves to fall into the position of bowing in superstitious
reverence before this or that leader, of endowing him with super
human qualities and powers, of treating his word as holy writ.
above criticism. A true leader is the servant, not the master of his
people. The essence of democratic leadership is that it is delegated,
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not of right, by descent or person'ality.
It is this essential point which Niltita Khrushchov underlined

when he said "Everything said about me should be addressed to
the Central Committee of our Leninist Party.

"In collective leadership, collective solution of all fundamental
problems, lies our great strength.

"However gifted this or that leader may be, however hard he
may work, real and solid success cannot be achieved without the
support of the collective, without the most active participation of
'the entire Party, of the broad masses of the people."

It seems to us that this is a truth which cannot be repeated too
often here in Africa. There are good and beautiful traditions in our
continent, and these should be carried forward and enriched in the
future. There are also bad and reactionary traditions-such as the
inferior position of women and its reflection in lobola and polygamy
-which are not so much "African" as they are expressions of out
worn feudal and pre-capitalist forms of society, which all peoples
have at one stage experienced. They are out of keeping with the
modern, free and progressive Africa of today and tomorrow. Much
the same'can be said of the functions of the Mbongo, the 'praise
singer of the tribal chief; the poets and composers of the new
Africa should sing in praise of the people, their country and their
future-not in idle glorification of this or that leader, whether he
be hereditary or elected.

Of course, all of us in Africa are proud of the many outstanding
and talented leaders who have sprung from the ranks of the people.
We pay tribute to the staunchness, vision and courage of a great man
like Jomo Kenyatta. We rejoice at the award of the World Peace'
Prize to $ekou Toure and the Nobel Peace Prize to Albert Lutuli
-in honouring these great sons of Africa the world is honouring
Africa itself. The people of Africa respect and love their outstanding
spokesmen, defenders and patriots, Kwame Nkrumah, Julius
Nyerere, and many others whose very names have become inspiring
banners in our struggle for freedom.

It was in this same spirit that from the time of the Defiance
Campaign onwards the brave patriots of South Africa have gone
into action against apartheid with songs that embody the names
of Lutuli, Kotane, Dadoo, Marks, Bopape, Sisulu, and many another
hero of the people's struggle. It was entirely correct and healthy
that they should do so, and they will continue to do so in future
people's campaigns.

But the seasoned workers and fighters for freedom of South
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Africa have never made gods or "supermen'; out of their leaders
or bowed down before them in abject and unmanly submission.
We do not like one-man leadership. for however capable or bril
liant he may be nO man is infallible. We admire and respect our
leaders insofar as they reflect and voice .the collective wisdom and
experience, the needs and the aspirations of the masses of the
people-for it is the people themselves who are the true makers
of history. They need no saviour from on high to deliver thein
or to do .their thinking for them. In the words of the great nine
teenth century statesman and patriot, Moshoeshoe, founder of the
Basuto Nation: "Morena ke Morena ka batho"-a chief is a chief
through (or, by virtue of) the people.

This mature and wise outlook is reflected in the type of leader
who the democratic sections of the South African people have
chosen to represent them. In .sharp contrast to the loudmouthed
bullies, .braggarts and demagogues of the ruling Nationalist Party,
the people's leaders are near to and identified wholly with those
whom they represent. They lead by persuading and convincing, not
by giving orders. Bold, defiant and dignified in the face of the brutal
Verwoerd'dictatorship; they are always modest and considerate
towards the masses of the people.

Tbe8e quaU1ies are weD personified by Chief Albert LutuU, to
whom we, in. common with aU South African democn.ts, extend
our wannest congratulations 00 the occasion of the award to him
by the Norwegian Partiament of the Nobel Peace Prize for 1%0.
Repeatedly eJected President of the- country's biggest org80;wtion

the African National CongreiB which was banned in April 1959
and is still illegal-he woold almost certainly be head of state If
this country e.ojoyed democratic ill8titutions. It is an office be would
fulfil with distinction.

It perhaps might seem strange to some that we pay this tribute
to one who, as is well known; is far from sharing the philosophical
views and ultimate aims of Marxism-Leninism. To those we would
point out that unity between Communists and non-CQmnumists in
the national liberation struggle is a cardinal principle of the South
African Communist Party. We shall alwa'ys strive to strengthen still
further this unity, born of the comradeship and common sacrifices
of the struggle itself. It is one of the great merits of Chief Lutuli
that he has consistently and vigorously resisted attempts to intro
duce the sterile and harmful doctrine of anti-Communism into the
liberatiod movement, and outspokenly reproved the S. African
Liberal Puty for the anti-Communist clause in its constitution.
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GHANA GOES AHEAD
The struggle against colonialism and the colonial heritage is Dol

completed with the winning of formal independence. In fact, that
is only the beginning. Unless the liberated countries proceed ener
getically to assert their independence externally, and to take inter
nal measures to liquidate the heritage of colonialism, the masses
will not taste the fruits of freedom, and independence itself will
be only partial and in constant danger.

Ghana's experience over the past period underlines this truth,
which has frequently been emphasised in these columns. One of
the consequences of the colonialist past which bas not yet been
eliminated is, as in most underdeveloped countries, that agriculture
is dependent on a single cash crop. grown for the "Western"
market. In Ghana's case this is the monoculture of cocoa. Earlier
tbis year the Western imperialists were able to bring about a crisis
in the Ghanaian economy by depressing the cocoa price and an·
nouncing that their market was saturated. There was a deficit of
£30 million in the balance of payments, and the imperialists were
hoping tbat they could use economic pressure to curb President
Nkrumah's outspoken anti-colonial policy. or even oust him. In
this they relied on Right-wing elements within the government,
especially the finance minister, as well as the reactionary British
officers in the Ghana armed forces.

It is not long since the United States tried exactly the same
blackmailing game in regard to Cuba's sugar crop. But in both
cases the results were exactly the opposite of what they jntended.
Both Castro and Nkrumah responded by moving towards the Left,
strengthening their countries' independence, and undertaking
vigorous measures against local Right-wing, pro-imperialist ele
ments.

Dr. Nkrumah's tour of the Soviet Union, China and other
socialist countries has benefited Africa and strengthened his coun
try's independence. In his own words: "My visit will reinforce our
determination to crush imperialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism
in Africa."

The stern ecODomy measures necessitated by the economic crisis
were hardly popular in the country-the more so as the corruption'
in high circles had become a national scandal, many of the leaders
openly flaunting their great wealth in the face of the poverty ·and
hardships of the workers and peasants. Unrest was inevitable, used
skilfully by the colonialists who were undoubtedly busy behind the
scenes in the Takoradi strike. Duncan Sandys and "Soapy" Williams
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were rushed out to Accra, and there was a good deal of talk in the
western press about a "rebellion". The London "Times" declared
that ''The Army and Gbedemah (the Finance Minister) had become
the natural rallying point of anti-Nkrumah elements".

The rejoicing was premature. The healthy, Left and workina class
elements in the Convention People's Party rallied arowtd the Presi
dent. The strike ended peacefully. Gbedemab and other Rigbt-wing
ministers were removed and the runnina: sore of COlTUption in public
nre and the amassing of personal wealth mercilessly exposed. The
British Anny officers were sent home to England, and it bas been
announced that 400 Ghana cadets are being sent to the Soviet
Union for training as officers. A number of counter-revolutionary
elements were detained.

Of course all tbis led to an uproar about "dictatorship" in the
imperialist press and there was talk about cancelling the Queen's
visit. That should not cause any alarm-when the imperialists start
praising Ghana that wiU be much more alarming, and now the
Queen bas come and gone without much effect.

In fact Ghana is striding out sturdily on the road to true indepen·
dence, national democracy and non-capitalist methods of develop
ment. And that road must lead increasingly towards the Left. That
this is being more and more realised is shown, also, by the presence
of a fraternal C,P.P. delegation at the recent 22nd Congress of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union. Delegations also attended
from the ruling parties in Guinea and Mali, marking the opening
of a new phase of great significance in the development of African~

Soviet friendship.
However, many and difficult struggles lie ahead before Ghana

attains the goals she has set herself with such inspiring spirit and
confidence. A tremendous source of stI:ength in tackling these
serious trials of the future would be the development of a devoted
and dedicated group, within the national liberation alliance that is
the c.P.P., but representing the independent interests of the working
class and guided by the brilliant scientific and universal principles
of Marxism-Leninism. Experience all over the world has shown
that socialism ·cannot be achieved without the leadership of the most

. advanced, determined and incorruptible class, the working class,
building its own Communist Party.

Recent events have also demonstrated how· dangerous it is to
place undue reliance and concentrate all powers in one man. The
President is an outstandingly capable and inspiring leader; had he
not returned when he did and acted as decisively as he did events
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might have taken a very different turn, tragic for Ghana and fot
Africa. Therein," precisely, lies the danger. It is a matter of urgent
necessity to develop a trained, collective leadership, capable of
independent thought and action, and utterly devoted to the workers'
cause.

The cult of an individual leader is destructive of independent
thought and collective leadership. People learn to just chant slogans
and praises and leave all the thinking to one man. It will be noticed
that the very people who have now been exposed as careerists and
racketeers were foremost in shouting the "Osyagefo-is-our-god; he
can-do·no-wrong" type of slogan which is so damaging to genuine
political development and stifling to the initiative and creativeness
of .the masses. .,

Dr. Nkrumah is a highly intelligent and cultured man, a student
of Marxism. He must find all this empty flattery as vulgar and
offensive as we do. It is high time the healthy, progreSsive elements
of Ghana rallied round him to put an end to this silly and idolatrous
cult.

INDEPENDENT TANGANYIKA
By the time these lines appear Tanganyika Independence Day,

December 8, 1961, will have come and gone, and a new Independent
African State will have been born. It is indeed a joyous event not
only for the people of Free Tanganyika, but for all Africa, and
particularly for those of us who live under the cruel colonialism
of White supremacy or Portuguese Fascism in her neighbours and
near-neighbours to the South.

The planting of the Uhuru Flag on Mount Kilimanjaro is indeed
the symbol of a great victory gained by the Tanganyika African
National Union and the masses of people of the country in many
years of persistent struggle. We are sure that from this victory they
will gain fresh strength and vigour for the still harder struggles
ahead, to reinforce their iJidependence and raise the people from
the low levels of illiteracy, landlessness, poverty and actual famine
which many years of imperialist rule, first German then British,
have reduced them to.

WELL DONE, LESOTHO!
Another event which has struck a cold chill into the hearts of

the colonialists and their hangers-on, but joy into the bearts of
African patriots and fighters for freedom is the announcement of
the eStablishment of the Cqmrnunist Party of Lesotho (Basutoland).
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This small country, entirely surrounded by Verwoerd's White Re
public, has for many years won admiration for its fierce spirit of
independence. The way forward to establish that independence
both from British political domination and South African economic
domination is shown in the Draft Programme of the new Party,
which is due for adoption at the coming inaugural congress at
Maseru, and which we hope to publish in our next issue. Advocating
"revolutionary changes" in order to "win complete independence
and to raise the living and cultural standards of the masses of our
people", and to "enable the sons of Basutoland to return to their
motherland", from the Republic "where half the menfolk of working
age are forced to sell their labour power," thc Programme pledges
the new Party to work in co-operation with the LekhoUa la Bafo,
the Basutoland Congress Party and other patriotic forces in the
cOuntry, and also to maintain close friendly relations with the
South African Communist Party and the world communist move
ment

Particularly to be admired and emulated by Marxist-Leninists of
Africa is the way iii which the Basuto Communists have gone about
the task of organising their Party. For more than a year Marxist
study groups have heen working in almost every village. Discussing
the African Communist and other Marxist literature, they have
applied themselves to the study 'of their own country and conditions
on the basis of which "they have formulated their Draft Programme.
This, too, is now being thoroughly discussed, and not only by the
Party members but by wide circles among the workers, peasants
and intellectuals. Thus the way to formation of the Party has been
thoroughly prepared. It unites all the Marxist-Leninists of the
country. Its policy is known to the people and cannot be twisted
and distorted by the colonialists and other reactionary forces. This
is very much better than the idea of hurriedly forming a "Party"
often confined to one area only, or to a group of personal friends
which some of our friends and correspondents have tried in other
territories. When we build a Marxist-Leninist Party we are building
something which must endure and unite and lead the people as a
whole. Therefore .the way must be thoroughly prepared, and any
sort of split or division guarded against from the start.

We ".nnly wekome the establisbmu' of the Communist: party
of Lesotho, youngest addition to the world famtly of Manist
Leulnlst Parties.
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