






instrument of the oppressors.
Perhaps the students were influenced by the fact that they them

selves were cautioned and discharged. I do not begrudge them this
cautioning and discharge. I only want to stress the horrible disparity in
treatment by the fascist courts when it comes to white and black
students. Black students can never expect anything from these courts
other than savage treatment or even legalised murder.

The demonstraton, unlike South African blacks, or radical students
abroad - Japan, West Germany, US.A., etc. - do not expect to be
mowed down or to be savagely sentenced. 1llat is why they have the
obligation to demonstrate, because they can perform a useful act with
impunity.

Whites.Move Right

Is there actually a growing spirit of radicalism and militancy either by
NUSAS as an organisation or by students belonging to it? If yes, against
what is such militancy directed and for what purposes? There is no
basis for the contention that a spirit of radicalism is growing among
white students in South Africa. The bitter truth is that the over
whelming majority of these' students have come to accept the status quo
as ssacred. The great majority of them have lUldergone or are about to
undergo military training to defend fascism against the so-called
terrorists. In South Africa a very good percentage of even those who
vote United Party or Progressive Party feel safe under the protection of
the Nationalist Part¥. They vote for the opposition only for traditional
reasons or for the maintenance of the two-party system and the English
language. No amount of talk about the liberal effect of economic needs,
the split in the Nationalist Party or the invisible move to the left and the
so-called "outward looking" policy of the Nationalists will help. There
is ample evidence in South Africa indicating greater acceptance of
apartheid by the majority of the whites, including the students. This
seemingly solid white monolithic wall will break, as it cracked in 1960.
But this will come about primarily as a result of the growing pressure of
revolutionary struggle.

TIlis brings me to the question - Are white students, because of
recent demonstrations, more radical than their "Counterparts amongst,
say, black students? In your article you even speak of white students
opening their doon. I think the contrary is the case.
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African and other non-white students know from their experiences
derived from many demonstrations and protest meetings, what it means
to face the fascist terrorist machinery. Your example of Shawbury
Mission School for girls applies to many. Mass arrest and expulsions are
the order of the day, followed by permanent special branch harassment.
Ifyou go to Robben Island you will not only meet our Nelson Mandela,
Walter Sisulu etc., but also many student leaders serving life sentences
(student sentenced for organising boycott at Kilnerton), and other jail
terms from 18 years downwards. To them demonstrations are now a
luxury they can ill afford. They have learned from their own experiences
that the only effective way of protesting is to join the underground
A.N.C., SA.C.P.. etc., join study-political groups/cells, organise others
from under the special branch nose, distribute underground leaflets,
join M.K. and work for the armed overthrow of the fascist regime. To
the majority of our students demonstration is very costly and brings
unnecessary exposure.

African Student Militancy

I do not discourage demonstrations, I do not want to play down their
role and significance. I am aware that the fascist illegalisation ofall open
forms ofstruggle by our people has created a sort of vacuum.

Nevertheless the fact remains that the African students are still the
most militant contingent of the students' movement in our country.
Fort Hare, Healdtown, Kilnerton etc. students, despite attempts at
adulterating their revolutionary fervour by removals, expulsions, spying
and imprisonment, still uphold the torch of student commitment. They
take up issues not so much for humanitarian reasons but for political
reasons.

Those who are over.exaggerating the significance and meaning of
recent NUSAS demonstrations would do well to pay heed to the
statement made by the President of NUS, Britain, Mr. Tony Klug, at the
NUSAS conference in July 1970 in Durban where he denOURced NUSAS
for accepting the status quo. Reports from other impartial observers
from Europe who attended the same conference, substantiate Mr. Klug's
statements. If NUSAS accepts the need for change they must also
accept the legitimacy of armed resistance. There have been many
massive demonstrations, strikes and_ protest meetings amongst non.
white students especially in places like Fort Hare, Kilnerton,Htaldtown,
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Ohlange, Adams College etc., which resulted in savage victimisation of
students. There are many hundreds de those students who have been
expelled and blacklisted and had to seek employment as unskilled
labourers denied entrance to any school and refused even the right to
seek education elsewhere.

We are prepared to cooperate with NUSAS on points of common"
interest. I welcome any move that helps to alleviate the suffering of our
people, however small in terms of our overall needs. But we reserve our
right to criticise reacti~nary moves, or statements by NUSAS like
calling patriots "terrorists". The progressive elements amongst white
students will fmd us warm and keen to work together for the benefit of
our fatherland. We are irrevocably committed to the creation ofa non
racial society in our country.

FtrSt African Student Association

I wiSh to correct your statement that SASO is the first African student
'organisation organised on a national scale 'There has never before
existed an all-black national student body such as SASO". Exactly 10
yean ago, on the 16th December 1961, a militant African Student
Association (ASA) politically committed to the national liberation
movement was formed in Durban. The date of its inauguration is
significant in that it coincided with the birth of Umkhonto Wesizwe.

ASA was formed because the African students realised that there can
be no solution ofthe students' problems unless state power is transferred
to the people, 70% of whom are black. They realised that the genuine
interests of our students are inseparably interwoven with those of
society as a whole, and that the main question to be decided in our
country is that of who wields state power.

In the South African high and secondary schools, especially from the
second half of the fifties, there was a growing spirit of resistance which
could no longer be ignored by any serious student body. The
Government reacted very savagely to this growing awareness among
students by mass expulsions, closure of schools, spying on students,
and scattered cases of arrests and imprisonment. This is why ASA
opened its doors to all students abow Std.VI. including technical and
private correspondit.g students. If most of the demonstrations by
NUSAS were sympathy gestures in support of the disfranchised. then
the re$istance by ASAand other non-white students was the real struggle
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in defence of their rights. Their struggle was inspired by their own
sufferings and the realisation that they thermelves have the power to

end it.
ASA came into bein~ because there was the realisation by African

students that NUSAS was incapable of honestly representing the
African and other non-white students.

The Government, realising what ASA was, and what it meant to
achieve, adopted towards it the same attitude it had adopted towards
SACTU, the Indian Congress and Coloured Peoples' Congress. Without
banning it formally as an organisation, it .resorted to the tactic of
outlawing, imprisoning and killing its leaders and members. That is why
this organisation right from its inception led a serni-legal existence and
was virtually underground. The badebone of this .student Association,
was the university college of Fort Hare, that militant educational
institution that not only produced brilllant leaders of the people but
always heeded, to a man, the calls for sacrifice from the A.N.C. At that
time Turfloop, which today we welcome into the stream of African
realisation, was "a loyal, exemplary, govenunent-created show
university". During the J960 State of Emergency, when the government
refused to allow the university of Turfloop daily English newspapers,
there was no word of protest from the then carefully selected students
of this college. They have since learned, or are learning, where their
true interests lie, and that is greatly welcomed. However, when assessing
the roles,we should avoid putting the cart before the horse. The A.N.C.,
A.N.C. Youth League and ASA are responsible for the awakening that
has led to the formation of SASO. And today it must be aid that to

wake up and alsert one's manhood, whilst welcome', is not enough, as
we are today preparing to engage the enemy in actual combat. It is
useful to note that even the black power movement in the U.s.A. had
to. move to the stage of the Blade Panthers and the movement is still
growing politically speaking.

It is also worth noting that white students, apart from the Mafeje
Cape Town episode, never organised serious demonstrations in support
of their victimised fellow black and non-white students who are still in
ian or, like the fint President of ASA, have been killed by the fascists.
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Why Was SASO Formed?

The birth of SASO was natuca1 and logical. It is the result of the
WepJisaliOll of the A:N£.Y.L. and the African Students' Association.
The Y.lcuum was causing strains and anxieties to the black students.. To
expect the majority of these audents to march straight into
underground A.N.C. oells without sufficient preparation in legal
struggles is to expect too much. We must also remember that the banned
A:N.C.YL. and ASA were assimilated into the A.N.C. b~cause it was
felt that these auxiliary organisations could not exist openly as before
without jeopardising the underground compact machinery essentlal
under fascist terror.

Lack of legal organisations is definitely a weakness on our part.
. SASQ's popularity arises primarily because it came to nu a crying need
like rain to drought stricken ground. This popularity is not founded on
progressi~ programme, progressive ideals or deeds. SASO, in the words
ofits Ieadert,iS at most sympathetic toward the A.N.C. and the national
liberation moYement in the country. Where does it stand on the most
imp<X'tant question of the day - armed struggle?

SASO refrainJ from political activities, commitments or comments.
Officially it is more interested in orpnising educational scholanhips
and culturai acthities. They know the price of commitment and what
It in¥Olves. They are obviously not yet ready to pay this price. What is
the role or purpose of SASO apart from being a purely black
Olpnisation? At the moment its importanoe is merely that it exists.

For the students, youth and peoples of our country a process of
polarisation "is growing which demands commitment. The present
positio.n of SASO is still far from that expected of a Fnuine
organisation consisting of the sons and daughters of the most oppressed
section ofOut population. Moving out of NUSAS - this we did 10 yean
ago; it is not enouah. In the conditions of our country, the African
.-sses, worken, peasant and intellectuals have a special role and they
must shoulder the brunt of the struggle. To be neutral in the struggle or
seem neutral is unpardonable, and is almost tantamount to betrayal.

Our Attitude

We shall adopt an open policy in. recognition of the fact that SASO or
its progressive wing will inevitably join or support us. Our appeal is that
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the A.N.C. is the only force capable of leading the South African
Revolution, the better. Our doors are open to SASO, NUSAS and any
other progressive and honest organisation.

• • • • •
Africans are Rallying Against Imperialism

I consider your journal on African affairs a most informative one,
capably giving a thorough ~rxist analysis of what is going on in that
continent.

The national liberation struggle waged by the peoples of South
Africa, Namibia, Zimbabwe and the Portuguese enslaYed colonies, is
closely followed by the anti-imperialist forces of Australia.

Taking into consideration the attempts of the British Imperialists to
form an alliance with the criminal South African white-minority
racialists against free and independent African cOWltries, it is thus good
to see that the Africans are rallying closer together, through the
organization of African Unity, in supporting the struggle of all African
Anti-imperialist patriots fighting not only for their liberation, but the
consolidation of their independence.

A good example of this was the solidarity displayed by African
nations with Guinea when it was brutally attacked by the Portuguese
imperialists.

It is to be hoped that in the not too distant futwe all the imperialists
and their interests will be dealt a severe and fatal blow by all genuine
African patriots and that such criminal. collaboiators as "Rogue
Elephant" Dr. Banda will be swept from the face of Africa.

R.H. Nugent,
Australia.
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POST FREE
You may get The African Communist sent
to you post free by becoming a subscriber.

Anywhere in Africa'- 20 p (4 shillings) per
year (four issues) (airmail - £1.50).

Europe - 60 p (12 shillings) one year; £ 1
•

(two years).

America & Canada - $ 2. 00 (one year)
(airmail" 4. 00); $ 3. 50 (two years) (air
mail .$ 6. 00).

Studen~ - Full time students - deduct one
quarter on above rates (except airmail).
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