
Notes on Current Events

by SOL DUBULA

ZAMBIA: Africanization Many obstacles face the newly
independent countries in their struggle to loosen their ties with the
former colonial powers. It is not only the economic and financial grip
which operates as a brake on national self assertion. ]n many instances
important aspects of administration are still in the hands of the same
people long after the foreign flag has been lowered. This is of special
significance in the security services which. as history has shown, can
often operate as a government within a government (even when they
don't serve the interests of a foreign power, as e.g. the C.I.A. in the
United States of America).

Many genuine political refugees from South Africa and elsewhere
have often been disturbed to find that at the end of thei.r life-and-death
flight to the haven of an independent African state, they are mel with
hostility, or with a reception which is less than generous. In most cases
the explanation is rooted in the fact that it is the same old imperialist
secret police operating within the new framework, and which is both
psychologically and emotionally more ready to respond to the needs of
the imperialist country and the settler community than to those of
independent Africa and the liberation movement.

It was therefore gratifying to note that President Kaunda's govern
ment in Zambia has summarily dismissed seventeen leading European
police officers, including the Inspector-General and his deputy. All
seventeen were officers of the Special Branch. None of them was allowed
to go back to their offices (in fear possibly that they would destroy
records or obtain important intelligence infonnation). In addition the
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two officers in charge of security in President Kaunda's office were
removed. In all cases zambians were promoted to replace those
retired.

FRANCOPHONIE: A Trojan Horse Mons;eurHamani
Diori, the President of Niger and chairman of OCAM, recently undertook
an extensive tour of the African countries which constituted the
former French colonial empire, in order to launch a new French
speaking Conunonwealth....:....Francophonie. According to President
Leopold Senghor of Senegal, one of Francophonie's chief protagonists,
the Association will be made up of a group of nations which uses
French either as a national language (such as France) or as an official
language (the OCAM states) or as a working language (Tunisia).

M. Diori's tour was no't an unqualified success. He conceded that
Algeria had not welcomed the Francophonie idea, In Rabat the
newspaper Al A/am greeted M. Diori by stating editorially that "if the
members of OCAM want to regard themselves as French-speaking states
for political or colonialist reasons, such an idea should not, except as
an international gesture of courtesy, be suggested to a country which
is Arab and Muslim and whose language was Arabic', It went on to
say that 'there is no need for a conununity of this sort for co-operation
with France'.

The most clearly articulated opposition to the il1ea came from
Guinea's President Sekou Toure, who denounced the proposal and
characterized it as part of a broad design to destroy the independence
of African countries, He called it a 'Trojan horse' and 'a new name for
the very notorious French community'. He regarded this step as a
<disguised attempt by the imperialists"to deny our continent its political
and cultural personality', as a new imperialist underhand trick in an
attempt to recolonize Africa.

SOUTH WEST AFRICA: Did they know? An ;nter
esting sidelight to the judgement of the International Court of Justice
on the question of South West Africa was the confidence displayed by
big business that the Court's deliberations would not affect them.
According to the South African Financial Mail (July 29th, t966) when
the case was on, the American financed Tsumeb Mining Corporation
not only expanded its development progranune but also erected smelt
ing and reduction works in addition to expanding its Kombat Mine at
a cost exceeding five million pounds. Consolidated Diamond Mines
also continued its tremendous expansion progranune, running into
many millions. In regard to some of its activities it had the support and..



financial co-operation of the Tidewater Company which is a subsidiary
. of the Getty oil interests of America.

Could it be that these gentlemen had wind of the fact that whatever
the outcome of the Court's decision, apartheid would be perpetuated
and this would ensure that the rate of exploitation would remain as
high as ever?

SOUTH AFRICA: A Licence to Sleep with your
Wife The following stop press item was published in the Johannes
burg Star of July 28th, 1965:

'Director of Bantu Affairs at Welkom, Mr. Phil Smit, said today his
Department had reduced the number of Africans licensed to sleep with
their wives from 1,000 in 1962 to 117 at the end of June this year
"despite an acute shortage of housing".'

Is it any wonder then that Verwoerd's death was greeted in the
streets of Lagos with joyful cries of 'hallelujah' by vast crowds? They
echoed the feeling of elation which reverberated throughout Africa
when the people heard that this most hated symbol of this most hated
racial policy had met his death.

LESOTHO: The hard road to real independence
An apartheid Bantustan or a free and independent Lesotho? This is
the question which faced the Basuto people after the Union Jack was
lowered in Maseru on October 4th. Unhappily the long awaited step
in the direction of indpendent nationhood is marred by the fact that
the reins of government are being entrusted to a group which has only
minority support. It is being done in the teeth of bitter opposition from
the majority of the people.

The past few decades in Africa have seen many manoeuvres by the
imperialist powers to maintain their grip on those areas from which
they have made a formal withdrawal. In this respect Lesotho is no
exception. What perhaps makes it worse in the case of Lesotho, is
that one of the leading parties to the conspiracy is White South Africa.
It is now a notorious fact that the limited success of the Party of
Catholic-sponsored Lebua Jonathan is in no small measure due to
help from the South African racists. For them this is both a vital and
a necessary investment.

It is an open secret that the Verwoerd Bantustan ideology has as one
of its cornerstones the much larger concept of transforming the former
protectorates into satellite states, with trappings of independence to
assuage outside opinion. We don't know what precise agreement was
reached at the Pretoria meetings of the unlamented late Dr. Verwoerd
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and Chief Lebua Jonathan. What is cl~r and painful to recall is that
the head of an African state swallowed his pride and dignity and bowed
low before the high priest of racialism in the capital city which
symbolizes the very depth of anti-black hysteria. What right has an
African head of state to accept the special concession of being allowed
to live in a white hotel (screened from other white guests) when his
subjects are, both economically and spiritually, being ground into
Pretoria's dust?

No-one can belittle the enormous economic and physical difficulties
which face a territory like Lesotho. The shameful neglect by Britain
has left it underdeveloped and backward and in many ways it is an
economic and financial hostage of South African capital. There is, too,
the additional difficulty of being completely surrounded by the herren
yolk state. In many respects the new state of Botswana is in the same
tight comer. Yet Seretse Khama did not rush headlong to Pretoria. He
has made it clear that diplomatic representation by Botswana will
depend upon whether its representatives can be assured of not being
subjected to the routine daily humiliations which a black skin attracts
in every corner of White South Africa.

British duplicity has played .00 small part in aggravating the plight
of Lesotho's people. When its purposes are served, Whitehall shows not
the least scruple in breaking independence pledges and manipulating
constitutional talks so as to remove anti-imperialist and democratically
elected leaders and parties from the scene before independence. The
most recent example of this is Guyana, where the independence pledge
was not honoured until Cheddi lagan's majority~supportedparty' was
cheated of its rightful claim to office. In effecting its purpose in Guyana
legal niceties and solemn pledges were disregarded by the colonial
office. Yet, in marked contrast, in the case of Lesotho there is a hypo
critical invocation of constitutionalism and pledges in order to justify
a grant of independence to a minority government. Whereas Cheddi
lagan's party had the majority of the people behind it (and for some
reason was considered not fit to govern) Chief Lebua Jonathan is in
the minority. At the last election the voting was as follows:

Basuto National Party
Basutoland Congress Party
Marematlou Freedom Party

..
••
..

108,000
103,000
35,000

The S.C.P. and the M.F.P. had combined to demand that prior to
independence there should have been a further expression of electoral
opinion and they demanded further that a referendum should test the
will of the people. In this they have the support of King Motlothlehi
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Mosheshoc II. Despite threats by Chief Lcbua Jonatyan one of
the biggest crowds ever seen in Maseru (65,000) roared its unqualified
approval of the demands of the Opposition. British officialdom was
deaf to this roar because it regards Chief Lebua Jonathan as less of an
embarrassment to its own very substantial economic stake in Southcrn
Africa and apartheid.

As to the future thcre can be no doubt that those who may try to
transform the proud Basuto people into Vorster's subjects will in the
end meet with utter failure.

Struggle against Portuguese Colonialism Friends of
the struggle against Portuguese colonialism in Africa will note with
interest the announcement made at the end of August from Dar es
Salaam that a merger has been effected between Holden Roberto's
U.P.A. and Agostinho Neto's M.P.L.A. This move towards a consolida
tion of the liberation forces comes at a time when all the freedom
movements in the Portuguese territories in Africa were meeting under
the auspices of C.O.N.C.P. which now represents all the major liberation
organizations in the Portuguese colonial territories, including P.A.I.G.C.
and F.R.E.L.T.M.O.

Such moves towards the co-ordination of the efforts of the liberation
organizations must be disconcerting to the Portuguese authorities who
now face armed guerilla activity in almost all their African territories.
In the last issue of this journal (number twenty-six) we quoted figures
about the stepping up of military activity by the liberation forces of
F.R.E.L.I.M.O. in Mozambique. Now comes more news from the Indepen
dence Party of Portuguese Guinea (P.A.I.O.C.) which claims to have
killed or captured more than 1,500 Portuguese troops over the last
twelve months. Amilcar Cabral the secretary of P.A.T.G.C. also
announced in Algiers that 200 teachers were undergoing training to
help teach about 8,000 pupils in the liberated zones of Guinea.

The Times of Zambia reports that freedom fighters have increased
their military activity in the eastern districts of Angola. Thc Portuguese
Minister of Defence, General Gomes de Araujo, has admitted that the
conflict in Angola has spread to a new front.

Also from zambia comes the tragic news that Jaime Sigauke, head
of the internal organization of the Mozambique Liberation Front
(f.R.E.L.T.M.O.), had been 'killed in the exercise of his duty in zambia'.
The Portuguese imperialists, whose secret police methods South AfriCil's
Security Branch has embraced, seem to specialize in this sort of
assassination on foreign soil. This could be another Delgado-type
outrage in direct breach of all the canons of international law. Accord
ing to the Portuguese news agency an attempt was also made recently
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in zambia on the life of Holden Roberto. The Portuguese lack of
respect for both life and law was demonstrated once again by its recent
bombing of a defenceless village in zambia whose inhabitants were
obviously not engaged in military activity.

NIGERIA: The People should take Part Whatever
reservations one might have about the coup as an instrument of social
change, there can be no doubt that the overwhelming majority of the
Nigerian people reacted with joy at the historic events of January 15th,
1966, which toppled the old corrupt structure of the Nigerian state.
There was an air of expectancy not only inside Nigeria but throughout
the world. At last there seemed to be a real prospect that the biggest
and most populous state of Africa, rich in resources· and traditions
would assert its nationhood and cast off the strait-jacket of a political
structure which made power the monopoly of an alliance between the
growing capitalist classes and the most backward and reactionary
traditional rulers.

Sensing the mood of the people the military leaders started taking
the first tentative steps in an attempt to destroy the Lugard-type
framework which had served imperial interests so well. The decree
abolishing federalism was, however, greeted with violence in the
northern territory, instigated by the traditional rulers. (See AFRICAN

CoMMUNIST, issue no. 26.)
Major General Aguiyi-Ironsi did not remain Sleadfast in his course.

He took fright and climbed down. Did he have an alternative? Yes,
he did. His alternative was to allow the people to show their strength
to seek the support of those bodies and those forces which had no stake
in the spoils system of the old regime. With the peoples' strength
behind him he could have refused to compromise with the EmiJ:S and
the Sultans. By indiscriminately banning all political organizations he
did not succeed in creating a political vacuum but rather an atmosphere
in which the reactionary elements could plan a come-back campaign
unhindered by mass opposition. This is the inherent weakness of
putsch politics.

In this column (in issue number twenty~six)we issued a warning that
the military authorities in Nigeria should not delude themselves in
believing that decrees outlawing political activity will in themselves be

• Nigeria is potentially the richest country in Africa. It has a population of
55 million and is the world's greatest producer of groundnuts, palm oil,
palm products and colombite. It is the world's second largest producer of
cocoa and the world's fifth producer of tin.
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effective. The events of the night of July 28-29th have borne out our
fear.

It is now clear that the carefully planned anny mutiny had been
intended for August but the date was brought forward by the presence
of Major General Aguiyi-lronsi in lbadan where he could more easily
be isolated. The rebellion took place simultaneously at lbadan.
Abeokuta and Ikeja. It is most significant that the first letter which was
sent by the rebels demanded a return to the 'status quo ante January
15th'. The Sultan of Sokoto became vocal again and publicly con
demned the 'bad and fateful events of January 15th'. Lieut.-Colonel
Gowan, the new head of the military government, also referred in a
public address to the 'sad and unfortunate incidents of January 15th,
1966'. He spoke too of his belief that Nigeria has no basis for unity.

Soon after the latest rebellion Lieut.-Colonel Ojukwu, the military
governor of the Eastern Provinces said that Lieut-.Colonel Gowon had
accepted the rebel demand that Nigeria should be split up into its
component parts. As a gesture to those who favour the balkanization
of Nigeria, a decree was issued by the military government which
modified and nullified 'any provision of any decree which assumes
extreme centralization, so as to ensure a rapid return to the former
federal structure of the constitution as a basis for further constitutional
review'.

Lieut.-Colonel Gowan has since denied that he wants the country
split up and has stated that Nigerians can only benefit from remaining
'3 single entity in one form or another'. He expressed the hope that an
acceptable constitutional solution would be found so that his military
government would 'fade away'.

We can only emphasize once again that those patriots in the armed
forces (and it is disturbing that so many of those who participated in
the January 15th events are still behind bars) who believe that radical
social transformation can be effected without the mass mobilization of
the people will meet with more setbacks in the future. In the words of
Mr. Wahab Goodluck, President General of the Nigerian Trade Union
Congress: 'The answer to the yearnings of millions of Nigerians for a
good Government lies in" the hands of the working people of Nigeria in
alliance with the farmers. And this is the time to give the answer:
Towards this end a meeting of workers' representatives has been con
vened to discuss Nigeria'~ future.

The all-Nigeria representative conference to discuss the pattern of
the future Nigerian State is still busy deliberating. It is most regrettable
that to date no representatives of the Trade Unions and workers and
farmers party have been seated. This contrasts sharply with the fact
that under the previous military administration two places were..



allocated to Trade Unionists in the body which -was to review the
Constitution.

In the difficult and complex Nigerian situation those at the helm of
affairs would do well to differentiate sharply between the divisive
elements who exploit tribalism for their own benefit, and those, like
the trades unionists and the Nigerian Workers' and Peasants' Party,
who can play an invaJuable role in a united national effort to put
Nigeria aJong the path of progress.

KENYA: Anti-Asian Racialism? The 'Voice of Kenya',
Kenya's official broadcastingstation, has attacked the Asian community
for failing 'to show their unstinted support for President Kenyatta and
his government'. It is a matter for some wonder why the Asian com
munity (or any other community for that matter) is called upon to
show its unstinted support for any particular political group. There is
surely a basic confusion here between patriotism and the special
policy and ideology of a section of the political community. It is a very
dangerous confusion because it is so often the precursor of a general
move to destroy all democratic opposition.

Mr. Oginga Odinga, the leader of the newly formed Kenya People's
Union, has accused the radio of stirring up racial hatred. Six Kenya
citizens of Asian extraction have been deported for 'disloyalty' and
'disaffection'. Most of them were associated with the political opposi.
tion. This move has coincided with the internment of eight leading
opposition supporters under the new Preservation of Public Security
Act. Amongst those detained is Mrs. Caroline Okello-Odongo, the wife
of a K.P.U. leader, and former personal secretary to Mr. Ogjnga
Odinga. Also interned are two of Kenya's leading trade union
organizers, <>Chola Mak'enyengo and Dennis Akumu, who was also
administrative secretary of the K.P.U.

The emergency legislation under which an attempt is being made
to terrorize opposition supporters has given the Kenya government
arbitrary powers of arrest and detention. Formerly such powers could
only be invoked during a war or an emergency. There did not seem to
have been the slightest suggestion that the present Kenya government
faced an emergency or any sort of threat which would necessitate the
exercise of such draconian powers or which would justify the scant
respect shown for the entrenched provisions in Kenya's constitution.

• •
THE CONGO: A Defender of Western Ideology
Siegfried Muller, a -former first lieutenant in the Nazi Wehrmacht and
leader of a mercenary unit in the Congo, tells a story which is at once
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nauseating and horrific. In an interview with the German Democratic
Republic television service, 'Congo' Muller ('my hobby is modern
warfare') relates how after an application to Tshombe to join the
mercenaries he was advised to go to South Africa where the main force
was being recruited and assembled. He went to South Africa whe~ he
.found 'a wonderful country to emigrate to ... one couldn't devise
anything better ... the Whites and the Blacks are strictly separated
from each other. One could almost say like in the Third Reich-the
Germans and the Jews. The Blacks fill all the inferior positions, we
Whites have an Unbelievable standard of living in South Africa'.

In South Africa he joined Tshombe's mercenaries (he was told it was
for a 'nigger hunt'). Muller went on to say 'already during this Katanga
period Tshombe had volunteers from South Africa in his service.
Tshombe's father had business connections with South Africa and he,
Tshombe, was not at all so negatively disposed to South Africa ... with
him the colour of his skin played a secondary role'. He relates further
how as head of Commando 52 (German paratroopers and some 500
White youths from South Africa) he went on a rampage of the country~

side and it is clear from his statement which people he was helping to
destroy.

'I discovered that rebels were in the vicinity, the so-called Jeimesse,
a revolutionary youth-a youth which roughly had the liberation of
their fatherland in mind, but socialists, very socialist. During one

. attack Lieut. Louw let the enemy approach up to 300 metres, then he
opened fire. In no time some forty dead lay there; wounded were not
taken prisoner in my unit, here we 'only shoot to kill.

'Ill-treatment, that is normal here, when you interrogate someone he
has to get a few blows otherwise he won't talk right. And when he has
talked he is killed ... normally we do not take prisoners and if it does
happen, then they are cut up piece by piece, first the right leg, then the
left leg .. .'

•
Perhaps the most ghastly piece of cynical barbarism relates to the

co-operation between 'Congo' Muller and an Italian by the name of
Gualtiere Jocopetti who had twice been convicted of sexual offences
on young people before he went to the Congo. Jocopetti is described by
Muller as 'a good film director' from Italy. As if in a studio production
Jocopetti had Africans murdered by Muller's men to lend realism to
his film. He used to say to Muller that there was a man to be shot and
could he please place him 'a little bit over to the left so that the sun
shines on him better'. On another occasion he wanted to film the death
struggle of a Freedom Fighter from point blank range. Muller's
mercenaries took hold of a young Congolese and shot bullets into his
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face and body. Jocopetti"filmed the man's torment from the distance of
a few inches.

I called this cynical barbarism because thereafter the cruelty and
blood letting were represented in some of Italy's glossy magazines and
on the screens as proof of the cruel and violent nature of the indigenous
people.

When in the future we read the ravings of a Vorster or a Verwoerdor
a Smith about whites preserving civilization in Africa let us remember
that they mean the same thing as 'Congo' Muller who ended his inter
view with the words:

'In the Congo I defended the West, Western freedom, our Western
ideology.... In Africa we are fighting for Europe.... 1 am a defender
of the Christian or Western hemisphere.'
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