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UGANDA: The Coup that failed The arnval of Sk
Edward Mutesa, affectionately nicknamed 'King Freddie' by the
imperialist press in Britain, in London in late June marks the end of
stage ODe in the unsuccessful attempt by backward feudal groups
in Uganda. in alliance with foreign elements, to bring down the govern
ment of Dr. Milton Obate and to make Uganda safe for nco-colonialist
plunder.

In order to create optimum conditions for an unconstitutional
take-over the plot began with allegations in early February by Daudi
Ocheng, M.P., the secretary-general of the Kabaka Yekka Party
(Mutesa's tribal association) that Dr. Obote and two other Ministers
had been in receipt of improper commissions connected with the sale
of gold aod ivory tusks in the. Congo. These allegations were made
in the Uganda Parliament at a time when Dr. Obote was on tour in
Uganda's northern provinces. (In Gha.na the absence of Nkrumah
was also chosen as the moment to strike.)

On February 10th, unknown to both Dr. Obote and the army
commander Brigadier Opolot, mysterious troop movements were
ordered which would have resulted in the dispersal of the Uganda
anny to outlying parts of the country. The swift reaction of Dr. Obote
and the loyalty of the armed forces prevented a repetition of a Ghana
type take-over. By February 22nd the constitution was suspended
and Dr. Obote assumed full executive powers. On April 15th the
Uganda Parliament adopted a new constitution by fifty-five votes
to four. This provides for an executive president and for strong powers
for the central government...



In submitting the constitution Dr. Obote said 'Let us record that
the 1962 Constitution was worked out by citizens of Uganda but in
large measure was also worked out by the British Government'. The
Kabaka was deposed as President and Dr. Obote elected in his place
in terms of the new constitution.

The King's answer was an open caIl made by members of the
Kabaka Lukiko (the Bugandan Legislature which had a limited form
of authority in terms of the J962 Constitution) for a rebellion and
intervention by foreign troops and the United Nations. The Ugandan
Government has since announced that it has documentary evidence
that the Kabaka had already decided on April 12th, three days before
the constitution was adopted, to mount a full-scale rebellion against
the 'authority and unity of the country'. There was also evidence
that even before 1966 the Kabaka had been planning an insurrection.
In fact it is not even disputed by him that he asked some Ambassadors
for military' assistance. The purpose of such an approach becomes
clear when it is borne in mind that the Prime Minister, the Minister
of Foreign Affairs, the Minister of Internal Affairs, and the Defence
Ministry were unaware of these approaches, which King Freddie's
spokesman described as 'a precautionary request'.

For sheer hypocrisy the wail of sympathy in English ruling circles
and its press which has been inspired by Whitehall for the Cambridge
trained ex-Kabaka takes a lot of beating. Are memories so short that
they have forgotten that when it suited their own purposes they re
moved and exiled the Kabaka without any ceremony in the early
fifties? Already at that stage he was showing his distaste for con
stitutional reform.

GHANA: Imperialist Manipulation According to re
ports President Nasser believes that the imperialists drove down the
price of cocoa with the deliberate intention of creating favourable
conditions for the overthrow of President Nkrumah.

Is it a mere coincidence that the price of cocoa which stood at
£87 lOs. a ton at the time of the recent coup in Ghana reached that
low figure after a more or less steady decline in the price which stood
at £467 a ton in 1954? But what is of even greater significance 'is that
the take-over by a regime which has become the darling of Western
imperialism has coincided with a sudden meteoric rise in the price
of cocoa to about £200 a ton. Even the right-wing magazine West
Africa has this to say about the rise in the"price of cocoa:

'Super explanations are available. but it is true that the establishment of
the military regime in Ghana and Nigeria has coincided with a significant..



rise in the world cocoa price. Indeed. the prospects for next season are
such that in both countt'ies a rise in the price paid to produccn is COD
ceivable and nothing c:ou1d aivc the rqimes more popularity than that.'

Another expression of gratitude for the temporary elimination of
Ghana as an advan~post of African independence came with the
British sponsored fourteen·nation conference which took place in
London in June. The result-an easing of conditions of repayment
on capital and interest due on loans.

An examination of some of the measures taken by the Ankrah
regime shows clearly in which direction Ghana is being led. Could
anything be more nauseating than the so-called ~opening' of the
Mkawkaw Training Camp for freedom fighters for special viewing
by United States and West German diplomats? A noble act of soli
darity with the liberation movements by Nkrumah's Ghana was
exploited in a cheap, vulgar and sycophantic attempt to please the
imperialists. According to newspaper reports 'the camp which has a
firing range was adorned with flags bearing insqiptions such as "Go
Ye and Free the whole 0/ A/Flea" and" Down wilh Colonialism and
Impeda/ism".•

The Western press is continually comforting itself about the domina
tion in Ghana of the Western-trained elite. All the leading military
and police personnel were trained at Chester, Aldenhot. Sandhurst
and the Hendon Police Co1Jege. The Economic Committee of the
so-called National Liberation Committee is headed by Emmanuel
Omaboe an L.S.E.-trained economist. So, too, is the Governor of the
Bank of Ghana. The Foreign Relations Committee is headed by
Harry Amonoo who was trained in British diplomatic missions before
independence.

It is not surprising that among the first economic steps taken by
the new Ankrah government was an announcement by the General
that nine state enterprises would be handed over to the private sector
and also that private participation would be invited in six other state
enterprises.

KE NYA The press statement issued by Achieng Oneko to explain
why he decided to resign his post in the Kenya Cabinet as Minister
of Infonnation and from the Kenya African National Union deserves
to be widely read. It is a moving declaration of why a man, fired by a
refreshing honesty, abandons the security and pomp of office and
returns to his people to help create a new and more Powerful dedica
tion in the struggle against imperialism and for a consolidation of
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the gains of independence. His break with his 'old friend and comrade
Mzee Kenyatta' was 'agonising and not easy': Both of them had
during the emergency been arrested. on the same day and detained
and imprisoned for nearly ten years.

The role I have played in the struggle for uhuru is quite clear...• I was
a colleaJUe of Mzee Kenyatta in the Ions: imprisonment. This Ions: suffering
gave me an opportunity to strengthen certain principles which I resolved
to respect and have since greatly cherished regarding the future of our
country. Many times when languishing in the detention camp I was ap
proached by imperialist agents and advised or blackmailed. to denounce
these principles. In every case I chose continued detention in preference
to a premature release based on denouncing my principles ...

-There is now a danger that the exploitation of our people jointly by
foreigners and black Europeans will De deepened and continued..
This is a situation which our people will never accept. I will never accept
it. I must come out of this party and government and renew the struggle
to help fulfil the wishes of our people throush policies which are in keeping
with the spirit of true African nationalism.

Those who are driven to cynicism or despair by the disreputable
manipulations of some of the office-seekers in Africa would do well .
to mark these words. They point to the future.

MOZAMBIQUE AND ANGOLA The communiques
which are issued. from time to time by the Portuguese military authori
ties on the fighting which is taking place in both Mozambique and
Angola demonstrate that the activities of the freedom guerillas, par
ticularly in Mozambique, mount with ever-increasing intensity. The
latest figures which have been published by Lisbon are that in Mozam
bique a total of 782 'rebels' have been killed and they admit to fifty-nine
Portuguese soldiers having been killed. Between the short period,
for el(ample, of May 16th to 31st, the Portuguese authorities report
629 operations involving -guerillas in Mozambique.

I do not for one moment accept these figures as reflecting accurately
the casualties particularly on the Portuguese side. It is a notorious
fact that attempts are made to minimize Portuguese losses in the
interests of morale both in Portugal and among their troops. At the
same time the figures do show that the drain on Portuguese men and
resources has been growing and will inevitably lead to the victory
of the freedom fighters.

Eduardo Mondlane, the President of Frelimo, has announced that
the liberation forces have grown from"an initial group of 200 to 5,000
well-trained military personnel. He states further that a fifth of the
country is now under guerilla control.
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10 an attempt to create more .favourable cooditipJ;lS especially in
the northern parts of Mozambique the Portuguese authorities hav,c
offered South African.White farmers land, ~t·ridic11l0usly ].ow prices.
There can be no doubt that the real purpose is to enrol fighters oot
mere farmers for Portuguese colonia1ism,
, In Angola the warha.s entered its fifth year and 'fighting Cl:?ntinues.

In a recent statement by the Angolan government in exile the exis~ence

of a Hitlerite-type concentration camp at Raffat for political prisoners
is exposed.

NI.GERIA: Forward March or about turn? Asfrom
May 24th Nigeria became a no-party state. Decree No. 33 proclaimed
by General Ironsi's military government makes illegal 107 organiza
tions. Of these, eighty-one are political parties and twenty-six are
tribal and cultural unions or associations. It was, made clear by the
General that the ban on the formation of new political parties will be
of limited duration.

The reason for the ban on political parties is given in a number of
speeches made by General Ironsi in which he declared that in spite
of warnings, party activities were still continuing either directly or
through various tribal, societies 'and organizations,', These organiza
tions, he said, will be disso~ved and 'will be buried along with the
tribal sectional and regional bitterness which they engepder~'.

The Nigerian workers' newspaper Advance in its comments on the
decree states that it understands~ reasons which moved the military
authorities to bring -under control some of the parties which are
described as 'unwholesome and divisive'. On the other hand the
paper regards it as a retrograde step to include on the list the Socialist
parties of Nigeria who 'had only agitated for more democracy and
social justice. for cultural advance and for the greatness of our father
land',

It is indeed clear that the activities of a party such, as the Nigerian
Workers' and Fanners' Party could have played an incn;asingly
important role in combating the trib~, 8ectional and regional bitter
ness which the military regime c1aims·it wishes to eradicate. An indis
criminate swoop on all and sundry may, in practice, leave the field
free to those sinister groupings who rely not on mass public activity
but on backroom ,conspiracy and ecopornic and financial intrigues,
Bans, as we know only too well, do not stop political activjties.

According to the military government, no prospect is seen of re
establishing civilian rule for another three Yea!l. ·Between now. and
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then there will DOt be a political vacuum. Even if parties remain
illegal the affairs of state will have to be conducted and in a multitude
of ways the military will be called upon to make decisions which,
whether they like it or Dot, involve political assessments and ideological
questions. In the abseoce of healthy national political activity and
the political mobilization of the Nigerian people in support of the
more progressive postures which the military claim to support, dark
forces will find the means and the technique to sabotage their efforts.

There can be no quarrel with the view that the initial take-over
marked an important advance for the Nigerian people---an advance
which has not altogether been discounted by some of the disappointing
actions and omissions of the military regime. At the same time the
most grave danger which faces both the government and the Nigerian
people is- that they will become the captives of the British-trained
civil service most of whose ideological and politk:al orientation is
pro-capitalist and pro-West. In the absence of political activity amongst
the people it will be easier for influences of this type to steer Nigeria
along the lines of British Establishment politics.

11lat Nigeria still faces the danger of a come-back from an alliance
between the back.ward feudal groups and neo-colonialism was dramati
cally illustrated in the events which followed the announcement on
May 24th that Nigeria would henceforth be known as the Republic
of Nigeria; that it would cease to be a federation; that her fonner
regions would be abolished; that the country is to be grouped into
various provinces and that there would be a unification of the public
services.

The violence in the north which followed this announcement is
evidence not only of the continuing insidious influence of the feudal
Emirs but also of the continuing influence of Nigeria's former masters,
the British imperialists. Is it a mere coincidence that the violence in
the north happened at the same time as the visit there by Sir Francis
Cumming-Bruce, the British High Commissioner in Nigeria? Read
for example the following words which appeared in a Northern
Nigerian Govemment-owned. newspaper at the time:

'Sir Francis wiU learn something or the fcelinp and opinions or the North
regarding international and other issues in which Britain is involved and
convey these to the British people and ir the North has slrong reelings
on various malters which reature in the headlines, thiJ iJ an opportunity
to pass them on.' (My italics.)

Even if Britain had no direct hand in stirring up the hostilities
which cost the lives of so many Nigerians, it is abundantly clear on
whom those who were the direct instigators· rely in their attempts to
smash Nigerian unity and advance their sectional interests.



And, of course, in Britain they will find a natural ally and old
friend, ]t was in this very land, Nigeria, that Lord Lugard initiated
his policy which passes by the name of 'indirect rule', The special
technique evolved by Britain of ensuring the dominance of unrepre
sentative traditional elements served the purpose of imperialism not
only in the period of direct control but also in the neo-colonial phase,
As in India, Kenya, Uganda, and the Sudan so in Nigeria the British
imperialists have made certain, before handing over the formalities
of state power, that the new nations would be hampered in their
advance towards real independence by· institutions and groupings
representing the past rather than the future,

The immediate reaction to the riots by the military government
was to clear up what is called a 'misunderstanding' of the deaee
issued on May 24th, General Ironsi stated that there had not been
a decision to abolish federalism but that the decree had been passed
in order 'to meet the demands of the military government under a
unified command',

I can only express the hope that the plots and intrigues of the Emirs
and their foreign friends will not be allowed to stand in the way of
what must be the desires of the overwhelming majority of the Nigerian
people and that is a free democratic and independent Nigeria, What
the people surely want from the military government is 'forward
march', not 'about tum',

SENEGAL: A vast prison In a declaration issued recently
by the African Independence Party of Senegal (P,A,I.), the Senghor
regime is exposed not only as 'a permanent attack on the interests
of the masses' but as having 'flung the doors of Senegal wide open
to U.S. imperialism', The declaration points out that 'the five years
of ruthless repressions have turned Senegal into a vast prison and
concentration camp, destroyed all democratic freedom and 'introduced
arbitrary rule, torture and massacre as methods of government policy',

Speaking of the need for the P.A.I, to heighten its vigilanCe the
declaration says 'In this period of serious difficulties pernicious trends
find favourable soil for development, and corrupting subversive
influences seek to penetrate into the party in order to wreck it organiza
tionally'. It further calls for the maintenance of maximum centraliza
tion and strong discipline in the functioning of its underground
apparatus.
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CONGO (Kinhasa) As from July 1st the capital Leopold
viDe will be known as Kinhasa in furtherance of a declared policy
.of Africanization.

In May. Moise Tshombe The Belgian in a black skin', was removed
"from his seat in the Congo Parliament by ninety·six votes to three. It
was also reported that an international arrest warrant was issued
for him on a charge of high treason.

After an allegation that 'politicians were intriguing' General Mobutu
was-vested with full legislative powers. Parliament's approval is no
longer required for any law.

The Congolese Foreign Minister, M. Bomboko, announced that
the recent conspiracy against the Mobutu regime which ended with
the public hanging of four of the conspirators had been the subject
of an approach by the conspirators to U.S., West German and French
Embassies-apparently with no success. But in the case of an approach
to the' Belgian Embassy the Second Secretary, M. Alain Rens, acted
in an encouraging manner. He was expelled from the Congo on
twenty-four hours' notice.

It could very well be that this attempt is connected with the hard
bargaining which went on between the Congo Prime Minister General
Mulamba in connection with an economic sell-out by Tshombe to
the Belgians of vast share-holding interests in the Congo and the
decision by the Congo Government to institute its own merchant
shipping fleet and to transfer the headquarters of certain economic
organizations from Belgium to the Congo. An attempt in April by
two Belgian nationals to kidnap the Congolese Minister of Transport,
M. Victor Nendaka, in Geneva was described by him as part of a
scheme arranged by Belgian financial interests favourable to Tshombe.

The Congo recruiting officer in South Africa, Lt. D. Sherif, an
nounced that since August 1964 a total of sixty-five South Africans
have lost their lives serving in the Congo. Since the beginning of 1966
twelve South African mercenaries have been killed in action. [ mourn
not for the lives of these adventurers but because the arrogant White
herrenvolk are given licence under African patronage to strut about
with gun in hand killing Africans-many of whom are patriots of
undoubted sincerity. The same sort of disgust is felt when one reads of
Spanish mercenaries ~ho captured towns in the Congo from so-called
rebels. The sooner these fascist thugs are sent back to their homes
the easier it will Pc to end the imperialist-staged tragedy which is the
Congo.
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SOUTH AFRICA: Conversation piece Mr:WhitaKer
(Hampstead, Labour) asked whether the President of the Board of
Trade would seek to iwithdraw Imperial preference benefits· from the
products from South Africa as soon as possible.

Mr. Jay: No.
Mr. Whitaker: Is it not disgraceful that a country which is con

tinually violating our sanctions against Rhodesia continues to receive
preference benefits while countries observing them do not?

Mr. Jay: I do not think it is' for us to declare unilateral sanctions
against South Africa.

(Question time in the British House of Commons)

MALAWI In May a new constitution was approved by the
Malawi Parliament. Malawi will now become a de jure as well as a
de facto ooe.party state.

So far the existence of this independent African state so close to
two of the citadels of white supremacy in Africa (South Africa and
Rhodesia) has worried neither Smith nor Verwoerd.

In April when the whole of Africa was seething about the British
betrayal of the African majority in Southern Rhodesia and demanding
the use of force, Hastings Banda, the Malawi Prime Minister, made a
strong appeal against the use of force to bring down the Smith regime.

'It would be a bloody business' he said, 'and people who urged it
are no friends of Africa'. He went on to say that Africans in Rhodesia 
did not want annies to invade their country because they knew that
'not even the British anny could beat Smith in that way'.

No wonder that Verwoerd, according to a report in the South
African newspapers, will welcome the appointment of a representa
tive of the Malawi Government in Gaberones "as a link between it
and Malawi. The man who will fill this post is a certain Mr. A. Phiri
who recently spent four days in South Africa as the first represeniative
of a black state on official business to that country. I hope that his
visit convinced him that no amount of grovelling before the White
rulers will gain either advantage or respect:

THE SUDAN The draft programme of the Sudanese Com
munist Party Uust available in English) is a document which merits
the attention of Marxists the world over. It demonstrates that this
young party (it was formed in 1946) has not only grasped the main
theoretical postulates of scientific socialism. but is capable in a most
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profound fashion of applying these to the· complex conditions of their
own country.

The programme abounds with numerous proposals for the creation
of a true national 'democratic state in the Sudan. ]n the economic
field it deals with the balance and relations between the state sector,
the private sector, the mixed sector and the co-operative sector. On
the much vexed question of the conflict between the north and the
south it proposes the granting of regional autonomy to the south
which 'should have a legislature and an executive council of ministers
of its own and be equitably represent.ed in the national parliament
and national government'. It also proposes the establishment of a
state council of three. one of whom should represent the southern
province. -

Typical, of,its balanced and non-sectarian approach is the attitude
which is expressed towards non-communist groups which support
socialism.

'It is a fact confirmed, recognized and welcomed by our party, which calls
for fun co-operation,. that new non<omm!Jnist groups have been d,rawn
to soCialist ideaS particularly durmg the laSt six years. They are made up
of intellectuals and many people active in politics. These new socialist

,schools lire sincere in their appeals for socialism. They are thoroughly
aware of the importance of the social problems facing the country today
and hold that the capitalist path is unworkable for the development of
the country.'

.The impressiveness of this draft programme accentuates the inequity
of the recently imposed ban on the Communist Party of the Sudan
and its newspaper Al MoMan. The legality of this ban is being chal
le!lsed in' the courts.

SWAZI LAN 0 Constitutional proposals were published in
March to the effect that Swaziland will become an independent king
dom by 1970 within the British Commonwealth. The proposals grant
the protector~~.internal! self~g<?vernme!1t .on the. Br~tish monarchal
pattern under British protection. Sobhuza II will be King. There will
be two Houses of Parliament; the lower house will consist of twenty
four elected members and six appointed by the King and the attorney
general; the upper house will consist ofa Speaker, and.twelve members,
six of whom will be chosen by the lower house and six appointed by
the King. The elections will be on the basis of universal suffrage
Without. special gij81'antees for the. 2,000 strong White minority.

The Swaziland Progressive. Party in a public statement said that
the constitution was drawn up by 'reactionaries' and that the whole
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system of government 'would be an instrument of imperialists and
colonialists'. It demands that the British Government reject the
proposed constitution and that it call an immediate constitutional
conference to work out a new approach. The Ngwane Liberatory
Congress has also rejected the draft constitution. Neither of· tbcsc
organizations was represented at the conference which prepared the
draft.

SIERRA LEONE The Siena Leone P..-liament bas set up a
committee to collate and assess views on the plan tOl" a one-party
state. At the time of going to press the opponents of a ooc-party state
have made an application to the Sierre Leone Supreme Court to
declare the appointment of this committee an unconstitutional pro
ceeding.

AFRICA AND THE COMMON MARKET In
Mayan agreement was concluded between Nigeria and the six members
of the European Economic Community, making Nigeria an associate
member of the European Common Market. Up to now there have
been eighteen members in Africa with the status of associate members
and most of these aretheFrench--speaking tcrritorieswhich were draggOO
into the Community without their consent by France when she signed
the 1957 Treaty of Rome.

The Havana Afro·Asian and Latin American Peoples' Solidarity
Conference pointed out that the European Coounon Market relations
with African countries is a modern example of 'collcctive imperialism'.
To put it at its lowest. one must be extremely suspicious of the real
purpose behind economic associations by emergent nations with those
which for centuries have used their economic power to bleed Africa dry.

TRADE UNION NEWS FROM AFRICA
Liberia The United States-orientated. regime of President lUbman
in Liberia caUed out troops to put down a strike of worken at the
U.S. Firestone Rubber Co. One worker was killed and many were
injured. It also used the occasion to impose fresh restrictions on labour
unions, giving as an excuse the allegation that it wished 'to halt foreign
infiltrators from disturbing the public order'. The new restrictions
were imposed under 'exceptional powers' which President Tubman
was given by the Liberian Parliament to deal with the strike.
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ZamDia In contrast to the brutality displayed. by the Liberiaa
regime against workers striking' for better conditions, zambia's Presi~

dent Kaunda expressed sympathy with the 30,000 African mine-
workers who went on strike on the zambian Copperbelt. A commis
sion was appointed to go into the workers' grievances and one of the
noteworthy terms of reference of this commission .is that it was in
structed to investigate the disparity'which exists between the con
ditions Qf .service of expatriate labour and local labour. The strike
lasted for .bout two weeks.

Dahomey Trade union leaders in Dahomey presented General
Soglio with a series of economic and political demands including the
revision of the constitution and suggestions for 'an economic stimulus'
by cancelling last year's 25 per cent salary l'cductions. 'There was also
a strong demand for 8llrarian reform.

Algeria Workers in the Algerian oil refinery came out on strike
for higher pay and more Algerianization.

Congo (Kinhasa) Following a - strike by teachers, General
Mobutu, the Congolese President. suspended the right to strike. Four
of the Congo's most important trade unions urged him to reconsider
his decision. In a published statement they Slfid 'General Mobutu's
grave decision threatens ODe of the basic liberties recognizt'd by the
Congolese constitution'.

Nigeria A new federation of Nigerian trade unions to be known
as the Nigerian Trade Union Federation (N.T.U.F.P.) has been formed
by the three major labour groups in the-country.

Kenya Seven hundred workers came out on strike in the Jamal
Engineering Works in Kenya.

Thirteen trade union leaders including the secretary-general of the
Central Organization of Trade Unions resigned from K..A.N.U. They
said their decision was political.
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Ghana 1be Western-orientated I.C.P.T.U. made ils appeaiante in
Ghana again in the person of Alhaji H.P. Adebola of Nigeria who

. leprcsented Ihe I.C.F.T.U. at Ihe recent Ghana T.U.C. Conference.

SOME INTERESTING STATISTICS
Adrian Cadbury, chainnan of British Cocoa and 'Chocolate 'Ltd.,
announced that the company's group profits (after tax) rose frorn
£4,1l2,000 in 1964 to £6,319,000 in 1965....

Rowntree's profits rose 18 per cent in 1965 as compared WilD 1964.
Total pro-taxation profit rose from £3.67 million to about £4.335
million in 1965....

Between J9SO and J958 United States inyestment in Africa doubled
and in J958 stood at 746 million dollars. By J960 it was over a billion
dollars. In J964 it had risen to J,62O million dollars of which 467
million was invested in South Africa.
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