RALLY AND UNITE ANTI-IMPERIALIST FORCES

An Appeal from the Central Committee of the South African
Communl.t Party

I.
TIrE

FORCES

OF

IMPERIALISM

have launched' a world-wide:
offensive against the peoples of
the world strivin~ for national
liberation, independence, democracy and peace. The imperialists are continually committing
fresh acts of aggression and
spreading the area of warfare.
They are sabotaging the United
Nations and empJoying e":ery
form of pressure, military,
political and economic, to cheek
the course of progress and
re·establish colonialism.
United States imperialism is
at war with the whole people of
Vietnam, both south and north
of the military demarcation line.
Desperate at the victories of the
National 'Liberation Front of
South Vietnam, which enjoys
mass support and has already
liberated four-fifths of the

country, the Americans are
pouring in more troops and
military supplies to sustain their
puppet regime in Saigon. They
have resorted to heavy and continuo'us air raids on the territory
and people of the democratic
Republic of Vietnam. These
gangster acts of aggression, with
their caUous use of weapons of
indiscriminate mass slaughter,
are .in defiance of the U.N.
Charter, the Geneva Agreements
on Vietnam, and every principle
of international Jaw and conduct. They have already cost a
heavy taU in the lives and
homes of the people of Vietnam; they threaten to widen
the area of war in South-East
Asia and elsewhere.
u.s. Marines have invaded the
Dominican Republic and are
fighting to preserve a hated
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military dictatorship ,which has
been overthrown by the people,
and to frustrate their determination to esta'blish a ~ popular,
democratic government.
British imperialism is .intervening in South-East Asia to
help impose the artificial state
of 'Malaysia'. In Africa. Asia
and the Caribbean, the Labour
government is continuing the
colonialist policies of the Tories.
Throughout Africa the
imperialist powers are conducting an all-out counter-offensive
against the African Revolution.
They have committed open
aggression in support of the
neo-colonialist Tshombe r~gime
in the Congo. They are stopping
at nothing in their efforts to
disrupt the Organization of
African Unity and to reassert
political and economic domination in Africa. Corruption,
intrigues and even assassination
in the independent states are
accompanied by support for
Portuguese fascist colonialism
in Angola, Mozambique and
'Portuguese' Guinea, and for the
white terrorist dictatorships in
Rhodesia and the Republic of
South Africa.
These anti·African regimes
are able to survive only because
of the continued military,
financial and political backing
of the imperialist powers, con-'
cerned only to maintain their
big profits from the exploitation
of African labour and resources.
The counter - rev9JWionary102

offensive of the imperialists contains grave dangers to all the
peoples of the world. In resorting to force to prevent further
social c~nge and to defend the
remaining bastions of capitalism
and colonialism, the imperialists
.threaten to precipitate a nuclear
war which would 'be a calamity
for human life and civilization,
endangering even the survival of '
mankind.
The forces opposing imperialism are, together, far greater
than those controlled by the
imperialists. The anti-imperialist
forces are, principally, the
governments and peoples of the
socialist countries; the peoples
of the newly-independent countries and the cou~tries still
struggling for national Iiberati,on
and independence; the workingclass, progressive and peaceloving masses and ttJ,eir organizations in the capitalist countries
and throughout the world.
Division and disunity among
these forces plays into the hands
of the imperialist enemy. They
give the enemy opportunities to
embark on ,fresh advances in aU
fields, to delay the people's
advance to national freedom
and socialism, and to threaten
the world with war. Disunity in
the ranks of the anti-imperialists
prolongs the sufferings and
sacrifices of the heroic people
of Vietnam -and all victims
of imperialist aggression and
oppression. It delays the liberation of the people of our

ist adventures and assert the
people's will for freedom. independence and peace; to take
fresh initiatives for human
progress.

own country, enduring the
tyranny and degradation of
apartheid.
We caU upon all the antiimperialist forces of the world
to unite; to rebuff all imperial-

n.
T~

CENrRAL

hav4lg considered the statement
is,sued by the consultative meeting of Communist and Workers'
Parties which took place in
March this year, declares its
support fOf a new international
meeting of the Marxist-Leninist
Parties 'at the earliest -possible
opportunity. The statement pro:
perly emphasized the common
factors which bind all Communists rather than the - temporary divisions which have
ansen.
Everywhere, the Communist
movement is the fighting van- .
guard of the 'Working class and
of all who strive for national
liberation, socialism and pea~e.
Unity within the ranks of the
Communists would ibe a powerful factor in rallying and'
uniting all the world's progressive anti-imperialist forces.
Even if discords had not
arisen in our world Communist
movement" the development of
historical events since the meeting of 1960 has uncovered new
problems and situations which
urgently demand that we meet
again and consult one another.
The primary purpose of such
CoMMITI1!E,

a meeting should not be to
retrace the past, to apportion
blame or to adjudicate ideological disputes. It should 'be, in
the light of Marxist-Leninist
theory and practice. to discuss
new and fundamental problems
facing the international communist, labour. national liberation and peace 'movements. It
should be to evolve paths of
action to overcome the threat of
imperialism and war. and to
advance to fresh victories for
the people.
Every effort should be made
to ensure that such a meeting is
fully representative of the Communist movement as a whole.
We appeal sincerely to all our
fraternal Parties not to allow
questions of formal procedure
or prestige to stand in the way
of our coming together. At the
same time. unwillingness or
refusal of any section of the
movement, however important,
to join in consultations should
not be allowed to prevent those
who are willing to meet togeth.er
from doing so. Short of
unanimity, which remains- our
constant goal, we must secure
the greatest measure of unity .
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and joint action which is possible; otherwise we condemn
our Communist movement to
paralysis and inaction in the face
of an all-out attack by the
imperialist enemy.
Immediately,
the
Central
Committee oC the South African
Communist Party makes a
renewed and urgent appeal for
common action of all MarxistLeninist Parties. We call for the
complete cessation of un·
comradely and
exaggerated
polemics. We call for a halt in
the tendency to tum international meetings of various
kinds into forums for debating
differences between Communists.
We appeal for an end to any
sort of activities of a factional
character, or intervention by

any Party in the internal atfairs
of another. All such manifestations of disunity in our ranks
do "TIot only weaken and
diminish our great movement,
which has been built up at the
cost of such devotion, heroism
and sacrifice to be the shield of
the people and the hope of all
working and oppressed people.
They also cause disarray and
confusion in the ranks o( the
who~
anti-imperialist front.
They lead to mutual suspicion
among comrades and colleagues,
and, open the door to adventurers and enemy agents who
play upon our differences. at a
time when the need is greatest
for comradeshjp. confidence and
brotherhood in the ranks of the
fighters against imperialism.

IU,
WE SoUTH AFRICAN COMMUNISTS

are engaged in a relent-less
revolutionary struggle for the
liberation of our people from
white minority domination. the
vicious South African form of
colonialism. Thousands of the
finest sons and daughters of our
people have been imprisoned.
tortured and murdered by the
Verwoerd regime, which has
imposed fascist laws and a
reign of terror to crush the
resistance
of
the
African
majority, the non-white population and all democrats. These
methods have not succeeded and
cannot succeed in brealting our
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people's will for freedom; their
determination to unite all
patriotic and democratic forces,
Communist and non·Communist;
to strengthen all organs of·
resistance with heightened revolutionary vigilance; to strike
back at the oppressor by all
methqds of struggle, including
forceful
retaliation
against
violence.
Our country has become a
crucial battlefield in the international struggle 'between the
forces of imperialism and reaction and those of progress and
humanity. Our People are deeply conSS':jous of and grateful for

the many acts of solidarity with
our people from our brothers
and sisters in Africa and aU
over the world; we appeal once
again for yet more effective
measures to isolate, boycott
and expose apartheid: enemy
of mankind. We know full well
that the apartheid rtgime rests
on the continued backing of
international imperialism.
Our main contribution to the
cause of freedom and peace
throughout the world will be to
intensify and make more otIec·
tive our struggle for a free South
Africa which will be a powerful
factor for progress everywhere.
At the same time we are ever

conscious of our duty to
advance working class internationalism, which is a basic
principle of our. Party. We shall
do everything jn our power to
advance anti-imperialist unity in
Africa and throughout the
world. We shall make whatever
contribution we can to strengthen and unite the great liberating ar,my of which we are a part,
our glorious international Communist movement.
Forward to unity of all
Communists. and of all
fighters against imperialism!
Forward to liberation of all
~oples, to peace, democracy
and socialism!
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