
Notes on Current Events

UGANDA The Government of Uganda has protested vigorously
against aggressive actions by armed forces of the Tshombe regime at
Leopoldville in bombing Ugandan border villages from the air.
Tshombe denied these charges but accused Uganda of plotting against
his Government. claiming that his white mercenaries had captured
'several Ugandan soldiers' in unsuccessful battles near the border. He
threatened further action against Uganda.

• • •
The Leader of the Opposition, Me. Basil Bataringaya, together with

five members of his Democratic Party, has joined the ruling Uganda
People's Congress, giving Dr. Obate's Government an overall majority
in Parliament. The u.p.c.,.with thirty-four members in Parliament, had
been governing with a minority. The six new members of the party say
their action in changing parties was an attempt '. . . to build true
unity and kill tribalism'.

• • •
LEOPOLDVILLE Seventeen teachers serving in the Congo
under the aegis of UNESCO have been expelled by the Tshombe Govern
ment on allegations of complicity in a 'communist plot'. The teachers,
thirteen Egyptians, a Spaniard, a Pole and a Syrian, are alleged to have
acted in conjunction with Algeria. Expulsion orders were signed by
President Kasavubu and Interior Minister Godefroid Munongo.

• • •
The Belgian Government has sent a letter to all Belgian company

owners in the Congo (Leopoldville) asking them to transfer all shares
in their companies to the Tshombe Government. The Belgian Govern
ment, it was said, would indemnify the owners. This Tshombc-Belgian
agreement, negotiated in Brussels, affects particularly the rights and
concessions of the Belgian Comite Special du Katanga, a concessionary
company of Union Miniere, whose mineral and land rights were
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abolished last November. Tshombe, meeting the company representa
tives immediately after announcing the agreement with the Govern,;,
ment, told them that the new position would not mean 'spoliation' or
expropriation for the cOmpany. He did not explain what it did mean.
Union Minim handed Mr. Tshombe the first pay-olf cheque the same
day, £650,000 representing dividends formerly paid by Union Minim
to the Comite Special, which held 24 per cent of Union Minim shares.

Shortly before the pay-out agreement with BelgiUm. press statements
said that Mr. Tshombe had gone to Brussels to negotiate with the
Belgian Government for increased aid in the military struggle against
the Congolese liberation forces, which have inflicted heavy losses on
the Tshombe forces, and maintained their control of large sectors of
the country.

• • •

BURU NDI Mr. Pierre Ngendandumwe, Prime Minister of
Burundi, was shot and kiOed in the capital, Bujumbura. in mid-January.
Seven men were arrested, amongst them Mr. Albin Nyamoya, a former
premier who had just been dismissed from his post, and the country's
chief of police. The country's ruler, Mwami Mwambutsa IV,who
had dismissed Mr. Nyamoya on grounds of '... many mistalCes and
grave omissions in both internal and external affairs' was reported to
be seeking a rapprochement with Mr. Tshombe, and the restoration of
diplomatic relations with Leopoldville. 'The King,' says the report to
the London TJ'mes, 'is obviously now relying on the loyalty of 1,000
strong, Belgian-officered Army to maintain calm ... and may decide
he is strong enough to take firm action against communist elements
in the country'.

• • •

TANZANIA Before Tanganyika and z"nribar nnited there was
a mission from the German Federal Republic (West Germany) in
Dar es Salaam, and one from the German Democratic Republi~itwas
one of the first foreign governments to recognise the Revolutionary
Government-in zanzibar. In February President Nye'rere's Govern
ment decided to end this anomaly by raising the status of the G.D.R.·
mission and permitting a consulate-general to be opened in the federal
capital, Dar es Salaam. This, like Premier Walter Ulbricht's highly
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successful State visit to the United Arab Republic. was a serious
African blow to West Gennany's self-proclaimed 'Hallstein Doctrine'
which forbids foreign countries to recognire the Berlin Government
on pain of excommunication by Bonn. West German President Erhard
informed Tanzania that the Federal Republic would consent to the
G.D.R. representative staying on in zanzibar with the rank of consul
but not to his being admitted to the mainland.

Tanzania stood firm on principle. Tanganyika was once a German
colony; its rulers are sensitive to this revival of the imperial type of
language from Bonn, nor are they prepared to concede to West
Germany or anyone else the right to decide Tanzania's diplomatic
policy. The Erhard Govenunent thereupon announced the ending
of military aid to Tanzania, consisting of arms and instruction valued
at £3.6 million. President Nyerere's response was Quick: he called for
the immediate termination of aU other West German aid as well.

• • •

RHODESIA Commonwealth Secretary Bottomley and the
Lord Chancellor, Lord Gardiner, held talks with the white minority
Smith Government and also with tribal chiefs on Smith's payroll, who
for the most part echoed the Smith line of 'independence' under white
rule. Some chiefs told the British delegation, at the carefully stage
managed meeting, that the liberationist leaders like Nkomo and Sithole
'are only children of ours; they are not the leaders of the people'.
The chiefs themselves, they said, 'are the true and hereditary leaders'.

Mr. Joshua Nlcomo, ZAPU leader. was brought from his detention
camp to meet the British delegation under guard and with strict security
conditions. The ZANU leader, Rev. Sithole, is serving a prison sentence
for 'incitement'. and the delegation had been told in advance that they
would not be allowed to meet him, but they did meet ZAPU second-in
command, Mr. Takawira. Both UNO and ZAPU spokesmen demanded
the immediate calling of a new and representative constitutional con
ference; the release of all political prisoners and detainees; and the
immediate introduction of universal suffrage. Majority rule should be
instituted immediately-by force if necessary-they said.

Reporting to the House of Commons. Mr. Bottomley said 'it is not
our intention to impose majority rule by force'. 'We have no intention
of interfering with the convention that internal affairs are conducted
by the Rhodesian government.' But he added that this 'convention'
would be respected only 'as long as there is no unconstitutional action'
(e.g., a unilateral declaration of independence) by the white Rhodesians
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He also said in reply to Mr. Michael Foot, that he had made proposals
to the Smith Government for steps towards majority rule, in terms of
the decisions of the last Commonwealth Conference, and also repre
sentations for the releast! of prisoners and detainees held without trial.

• • •
On February l7th a 3O-man Portuguese trade and technical

delegation was received in Salisbury by Ian Smith, who pledged
close alliance between the White Rhodesian minority and fascist
Portugal. This marked the beginning of a IO-day conference of
white delegates from Rhodesia, Lisbon, Angola and Mozambique,
devoted to achieving closer co-operation in all fields, including
military arrangements between these centres and Pretoria. The
conference is regarded as a further stage in the Verwoerd plan for
a closer military and economic tie-up of white colonialism, includ
ing the eventual formation of a 'Southern African Copunon Market.'

MALAWI Dr. Banda's Government has taken further extra
ordinary powers of repression, in amendments to the Preservation of
Public Security law. To do, say or possess anything that is likely to
'... prejudice security, undermine the authority of or public confidence
in the government' or to promote industrial unrest is now punishable
with up to five years' imprisonment. In a series of denunciations of
his opponents, Dr. Banda has accused the Tanzanian Government of
assisting his former minister Kanyama Chiume, to plot an invasion of
Malawi, and to train anti-Banda exiles for guerilla warfare against his
government. He has threatened to increase the number of people held
in Malawi prisons and detention camps without trial 'to 1,000 if
necessary', in order to end opposition to his Government. 'The world
can say we are a dictatorship, but I am going to rule this country,> he
added. 'I will not have seditious and parasitic clerks in Zomba.' Some
weeks later, he accused the Zambian Government of lending support
to the anti-Banda forces and of aiding the emigre ministers headed by
Mr. Harry Chipembere in their campaign against the Banda regime.
. Further security regulations to deal with what Dr. Banda described
as 'armed rebellion' were announced in February 'to crush Chipem
bere's rebellion ruthlessly and without mercy'. Guerilla forces it was
said had carried out a series of attacks against police and other Govern:'
ment installations in the Fort Johnson area, which Dr. Banda claimed
had been frustrated by the speedy action of his security forces. The .
country, he said, had" been saved by the British officers leading the
security forces, and he called on the whole people,· including the
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Malawi Young Pioneers to rally behind the leadership of the security
forces. The new security regulations empowered the security forces to
search. challenge, arrest or shoot anyone without warrant, on suspicion
of subversion.

At the beginning of March. Dr. Banda claimed that 'more tHan
half of the rebel army led by Mr. Chipembere' had been captured. and
that the rebellion had been crushed. The 130 men who had been
captured would be charged with treason. The remainder of the force.
he said, had split into small groups and taken to the hills and forests.
SecUrity forces were 'mopping up'.

• • •
The Minister of Finance disclosed that, at the end of the year 1964,

Malawi's deficit was £1 million higher than had been expected, and
totalled £5* million for the year. Britain had undertaken to provide
£9i million in aid in 1965. of which the bulk would be used to cover
the expected deficit, and £3 million only would be available for develop
ment. The increased deficit has been caused not by increased Govern
ment spending, but by the"fall in the price of tea on the world markets.
Expenditure will be allocated to new roads (£1* million), education
(£1 million) and agriculture (£1 million), with £1.2 million to promote
industry in the private sector.

• • •

ZAM BIA Three prominent members of the Malawi Congress
Party were deported from Fort Jameson to Malawi in February, after
a number of border incidents. The zambian Broadcasting CotpQration
said that the deportations had followed attacks by members of the
Malawi Young Pioneers on zambian border police.

President Kaunda. at a press conference in January, reiterated that
his Government would not nationalize the copper mines. but would
certainly make new arrangements with the copper companies about
royalty payments since the Government had acquired the rights
formerly held by the British South Africa Company.

Shortly afterwards, the D.S.A. Company (Chartered), Rhodes'
company, which had long been the real ruler of Northern Rhodesia,
announced that it was withdrawing completely from zambia. A verbal
agreement had been reached for the company to sell its real estate and
buildings to the Government. No details were given of the agreement,
which covers a complete African township and several large office
blocks. The D.S.A. Cqmpany would merge with two large South African
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mining-financial companies. Central Mining and Consolidated Mines
Selection to form a new company, Charter Consolidated Ltd., which
will have interests iIi milling, mining and oth~ fields in Zambia, as
well as ventures in other parts of Southern Africa.

• • •
The Zambian Government has given twelve months' notice of its

intention to end the trade agreement now operating between Zambia
and South Africa. Mr. Mundia, Minister of Commerce, described the
trade ajp-eement with apartheid as 'repugnant', but said that his
Government had decided it would honour the clause requiring twelve
months' notice.

During the last nine months of 1964, 1,253 prisoners being held in
Zambian jails for. political offences have been released, according to
figures given by President Kaunda. His Government felt that their
continued imprisonment was unjust. They had been sentenced before
the cbuntry gained its independence.

• • •
ANGOLA A Swiss banking corporation has given a loan of
£12! million to the Portuguese Government for use in Angola. The
loan is guaranteed by the Portuguese Government, and will be used, it
is said, for the purchase of industrial machinery and equipment 'from
European sources', within the framework of Portuguese 'development'
plans for Angola.

• • •
ALGERIA A newly-formed Federation of Workers on the
Land, called on the Ben Bella Government to speed up its programme
of agrarian reform. and to break up the remaining large estates in
Algeria for distribution to landless peasants. President Ben Bella has
said that the land reform programme will be completed before the end
of 1965.

• • •
KE NYA For the first time, an African will head the Kenya police
force. President Kenyatta has announced the appointment of Mr.
Bernard Njenga Hinga as Chief Commissioner of Police, in succession
to Sir Richard Catling. Mr. Hinga has been Director of Intelligence
in Kenya's police since the beginning of last year.
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GHANA A general election for an enlarged Parliament will be
held in Ghana before July I, President Nkrumah has announced.
This will mark the end of the five-year period of office of the present
Parliament.

Dealing with cocoa exports, the President said that Ghana's cocoa
production had expanded tremendously, exports had risen consider
ably, but 'the manufactu.rers and speculators in the cocoa trade have
taken advantage of this to depress the price'. As a result, Ghana has
had a deficit in balance of payments, export earnings had fallen and
imports had increased, especially 'of plant and equipment for develop
ment programmes.

• • •

SUDAN The Revolution of October 21st. 1964 which over
threw the Abboud military dictatorship has suffered a temporary set~

back. The revolution was carried through by the National Front, led
by the Conununist Party and other patriotic forces of the working class,
the intellectuals and the peasants. It led to the formation of an aU-party
Coalition Government to prepare a general election. But at the end of
February, Premier Ser al-Khatim Khalifa formed a new so-called
all-party Cabinet, offering the Communist Party only one seat
(previously they and their allies had held five) and weighting the Cabinet
heavily in favour of the right wing parties-Umma, National Unionist,
Southern Front and Muslim Brotherhood. The left-wing parties have
refused to join on terms which they declare arc a breach of the con
stitution. New Age (New Delhi) comments: 'What has happened is the
result of imperialist plot and machinations.... Clashes were organized
against the non-Arab Negro minority in the South which gave rise to
retaliation.... A campaign was let loose by the conservative elements
to bring about an atmosphere of religious fanaticism.... It was no
mere coincidence that the high point of this reactionary upheaval was
made to coincide with the State visit of the British Queen....
Imperialism's strategic interest in the Sudan is obvious. A progressive
government in Sudan with its common frontier with the Congo can
seriously undermine imperialist interest there.' Meanwhile plans are
going ahead to conduct 'elections' on the basis of a voters' roll dating
back to the period before the Abboud regime, which would exclude a
whole generation of progressive youth.
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