THE FRONTIERS OF
FREEDOM
ALL THROUGH AFRICA the battle lines run. Now on one front. now

another, they erupt into action, hitting world headlines. Tshombe's
hired assassins, with the backing of regular United States and Belgian
troops, recapture Stanlcyville-and for a while tbe world is reminded
of the bitter warfare that will never cease smouldering and flaring up
in the Congo until Lumumba's vision of independence is realized and
his murderers brought to justice. In 'Portuguese' Guinea, Angola,
Mozambique, Salazar's army of occupation continue their merciless
slaughter of patriots and of terror against villagers, men, women
and children-only rarely docs the outside world get a glimpse of this
unceasing terror, as when a story comes out of the desperate plight of
homeless families who have fled for their lives into neighbouring

Tanzania.
In the far South, there are no frontiers--or rather, the frontier is
everywhere. Nkomo is captive in Smith's concentration camp; Mandela
on bleak Robben Island the symbol of thousands jailed by Vcrwoerd
and Vorster for claiming their birthright of a free South Africa. And
still the cramming of the jails goes on, as 'trials' of patriots and demo3

crats continue to be staged in Johannesburg. Durban. Cape Town and
many other centres. Mkwayi. Maharaj, Kitson. Matthews, and Chiba
all of whom had already received Jong sentences for sabotage at the
time of writing these notes; Abram Fischer and thirteen others who are
being charged with being members of the Communist Party and taking
part in its activities; M. P. Naicker and others," upon similar charges
in Durban..•. All these and scores of other current and pending
proceedings bear witness to the fact that seventeen years after the
post-war election victory of the Afrikaner Nationalist Party and fifteen
yean after the passing of the Suppression of Communism Act, designed
to eradicate 'communism' and all forms of militant opposition to
apartheid, the fires of resistance in South Africa are burning. brighter
than ever. Following the raee-ohsesscd psychopath Verwoerd. and
with the acquiescence and tacit support of the great majority of the
white population. the ruling circles have set themselves the impossible
task of maintaining the extreme South of the continent as a preserve
of rabid racialism. African enslavement and white mastery, a refuge
and last-ditch stronghold of the forces of colonialism that have been
and are being thrust back and overcome, country by country and area
by area from the Mediterra~ean to the Zambesi River. They have set
themselves to trample out the veld-fire of resistance in South Africa
itself. And, it is true, that-as in every other country where the forces
of oppression have thrown overboard all civil liberties, all rule of lawthey have had their empty 'victories'. .
Thousands of great·hearted resistance leaders have been subjected
to the most barbarous tortures. The special branch studied and made
use of the techniques of the Gestapo. the O.A.S. and the Portuguese
PlDE how to break down human beings not only in body and in mind
but also in spirit. With a few, they succeeded. But it is not those few
whom history will remember. the Mtolos, Beyleve1ds, Lertwjches or
Mtembus. ]t is the thousands whom no torture could break; the men
like 'Bahia' Saloojee and 'Looksmart' Ngudle. who took their own
lives rather than betray their comrades; like Morris Matsome1o who
refused to testify in Coun against leaders of Umkonto we Sizwe and
was himself jailed for his loyalty; like Vuyisile Mini who died as he
had lived, a true son of Africa, ftlled with contempt for the murderers
of African freedom and confidence in ultimate victory.
Yes, the special branch did break a few people, who from now till
their dying day will live with the sour taste of treachery in their mouths,
and look no man in the eye. They were able to find a spy like Ludi,
the consummate liar who succeeded for a while in passing himself off
as a genuine opponent of apartheid and came to Court to boast of his
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exploits as a seducer. As a result, many whose 'crime' was to defy the
innumerable laws against freedom of speech and organizalion have
gone through the solemn farce of a 'legal trial'. They have been condemned to prolonged terms of imprisonment-many, like the men of
Rivonia and Wilton Mkwayi, 10 lifelime senlences. Today, so far from
being accorded the dignity customarily accorded to political prisoners,
they are jailed under the worst conditions permitted under the (atrocious, at their best) South African prison regulations: graded as
'Category D', usually reserved for the most hardened and habitual
common criminals.
With the 'laws' he has at his disposal, a negation of every concept
of a law-governed society, Vorster does not however need Court convictions to preclude his opponents from political activity, or to wreak
his implacable vengeance against consistent democrats and antifascists, no matter how long ago it was that they stood up to be counted,
or how careful they have been not to infringe his government's legislation since. What does it matter whether a Court imposes a lifetime
~ntence or five years-when, as the Sobukwe case shows, Vorster has,
and uses powers to keep political prisoners in jail long years aner their
sentences have expired? Coun trials are a farce bocause, without any
trial, without any charge, without any opportunity for a hearing, men
and women are arbitrarily victimized all over South Africa at the whim
of the Minister, acting on the advice and information of the proved
liars of his special branch. The 'oinety-day, no trial' clause has been
suspended-how little this means is well analyzed in Z. Nkosi's article
on this subject in this issue-but all over the country men and women
are still under house-arrest, or in enforced exile, or forbidden to leave
the areas where they live, to attend meetings, to write or prepare
material for publication-and a score of other medieval persecutions
devised by the sadistic mind of this fanatical Nazi.
Everyone with a past record of radical opposition to apartheid
theories and practices, even if he were a Communist twenty years ago
when the Party was legal, is hedged around with a barbed-wire fence
of bans, surveillance and prohibitions which make it impossible for
him not only to exercise citizenship rights, but even to make a living
and carry on a nonnal life. Men like Dr. Eddie Roux and Professor
Jack Simons are summarily ordered out of senior teaching posts at
universities. All 'listed' lawyers will soon be barred from the practice
of their profession-thinning still further the already sadly depleted
ranks of legal men who have the courage to defend political cases'and this at a time when the number of such ca~ threatens to break all
records.

A NEW PHASE

What in practice has the neo-Nazi 'National Party' achieved after
seventeen years? They have piled up a mountain of apartheid legislation
to make the indigenous majority of inhabitants statutory 'foreigners'
in their motherland and to deprive them of even the token representation and the other few grudging acknowledgments of their fundamental
humanity and citizenship which the highly illiberal regimes of Smuts
and his predecessors had once been compelled to concede. They have
piled up a second mountain of repressive legislation to quell the mass
opposition which such drastic infringements of people's rights inevitably
called forth. Beginning with Communism, they have made it illegal to
advocate and propagate the enti~ body of humanitarian and progressive thought, of which Communism is a part, and which finds its
broadest expression in the Charter of the United Nations. They have
murdered some of the finest sons of our country-crimes for which in
due course they will be sternly called to account-and filled the prisons
with patriots. They have, in peace-time, militarized the country to an
extent, and at an expense, far higher than ever before, even in time of
war, and built up a vast machinery of police and army repression and
aggression, full time and part time, in which white South Africans are
being indoctrinated, trained and prepared to fulfil their appointed role,
as Verwoerd sees it, of coppers' narks, and last-ditch defenders of alien
rule in Africa from Cape to Cairo.
Now Vorster looks proudly round South Africa at his handiwork,
and boasts that all resistance has been smashed and subdued. 'We are
within sight of the end of organized internal sabotage and subversion,'
he said. He imagines that because he has, with methods of brute force,
silenced, in one way or another, all those who in the past spoke up
publicly against the swinishness of his government, he has thereby
extinguished opposition and resistance altogether. It is not the first
-time the spokesmen of the Broederbond Republic have announced 'the
end of subversion and Communism', only within a few months to
demand and receive still more drastic powers to 'deal with' the 'menace'
already supposedly ended. This boastful Nazi is wrong again. Neither
fascist legislation nor fascist terror-tactics can destroy resistance and
struggle for democracy in South Africa, for freedom is as necessary to
our people as the very air they breathe.
It was in 1950 that the government outlawed the Communist Party,
yet in 1965, aU over the country men and women are facing trial
accused of belonging to the Communist Party. The African National
Congress has been unlawful since 1960 and yet the courts are filled
,with cases of men and women accused of A.N.C. membership. Most of
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these trials are unreported and unknown to the public, in South Africa
as well as abroad. For example, in two months (September 9th to
November 11th, 1964) no less than 231 people we~ convicted for
A.N.C. membership in the two small Eastern Cape Province towns of
Somerset East and Graaff Reinel.
The price for such 'victories' of Vonter and his Gestapo is fearful.
The special branch army of spies and sneaks has proliferated in the
country like a cancerous growth. TIle S.A.B.C. radio service has become
a gramophone for propaganda directed by the Broederbond (Verwoerd's secret fascist movement that dominates South Africa). Censorship of all kinds is being tightened up. Hated by the masses of the
people at home, treated with ever-increasing contempt and isolation
in the outside world, the white supremacy regime knows no answer but
to tighten up repression still more, to accompany martial law with yet
further militarization of the state and the economy. All this is done,
and consented to by the white minority, in the name of preserving
white privileges and of 'security'. Yet there is no security. Behind
locked doors and barred windows, afraid to venture alone into the
streets at night, wives and children practising how to kill with pistols,
the whites of South Africa are living in a state of constant tension.
Never have fear and insecurity stalked the land to the extent that they
do today.
And all, in the end, to no purpose. Vonter's terror can no more
destroy the Communist Party, the African National Congress and the
alliance for the Freedom Charter, than the similar methods of his
predecessors in other countries could succeed in the past in similar
objects. At the height of the Nazi occupation of France. the slogan
appeared on the walls in many French cities You can kill Communists
but you cannot kill OJmJ1UlJIism! Hitler and Mussolini, the muchadmired heroes of Verwoerd, built up the most efficient, expensive
and ruthless machine ever known to 'destroy Communism'. The first
died like a dog in a cellar in Berlin, the second was hung up by his feet,
like a dead pig. The Marxist and democratic parties whose members
they murdered and persecuted survived to form people's governments
in the German Democratic Republic and the occupied countries of
Eastern Europe; in France and Italy the Communists have the largest
parties. Despite Franco and Salazar terror, the Communist parties in
Spain and Portugal are very much alive and the leading force of the
democratic opposition, as frequent current reports of new prosecutions
and persecutions testify. If we look at the current eiltperience of national
liberation movements under colonialist peCSCl\=ution, the lesson is the
same. Names of men like Nehru and Nkrumah, who emerged from
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jail to head popular governments, symbolize the truth that the persecution of their leaders can never stop the onward march of a people
determined to win freedom. Vorster can persecute Mandela. Sisulu,
Kathrada, Fischer, but let him not deceive himself that he has thereby
quelled resistance to apartheid.
In the last analysis the whole oppressed and democratic people is
the enemy of apartheid. You cannot jail such an 'enemy' without
bringing to a stop the entire economy, with none to dig gold and diamonds, labour in fanns and factories, construct buildings and roads.
The frontiers of the freedom struggle are everywhere in South Africa;
they run through every factory and mine compound, every city and
township, every reserve. The freedom-soldiers wear no unifonn; they
are part of and merged with the toiling masses. They fight on every
battlefield in every way; their weapons are truth against lies, vigilance
and discipline against repression and spies, retaliation against force.
And for every patriot and democrat captured or betrayed to the
enemy, a dozen, a hundred, a thousand will come forward from the
inexhaustible ranks of the people. This is not a conspiracy to be
destroyed by the discovery and imprisonment ofa few leaders and spokesmen, no matter how great and talented; it is a great upsurge of the
people for freedom that can never be stopped. until it has attained its
goal.
ALL OVER THE WORLD

South Africa is and will remain the crucial battlefield; but our frontiers
run far beyond the borders of our country. Our fight for a free South
Africa is inextricably linked with the movement of all the peoples of
Africa against colonialism. neo-colonialism and foreign domination.
It is a part of the struggle of all mankind against imperialist war and
aggression, against oppression and exploitation everywhere. We who
fight apartheid in South Africa are side by side with the brave guerillas
of the Revolutionary Government of the Congo: they are fighting our
battle against white domination in South Africa, and we are fighting ,
their battle as well as our own. We are with the soldier-peasants of
South Viet Nam fighting back against gross aggression and savage
terrorism by the United States and its puppets in Saigon. We are with
the peoples of the socialist lands who work to strengthen their economies and their defences against imperialist aggression, and to help
defend the independence of the newly-liberated victims of colonialism
everywhere. We are with our allies, the communist and labour move. ments in the developed capitalist COWltries. And they are with us. This
is the people's international.
Verwoerd and his fascist regime do not stand alone either. Backing
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thern-and sharing in the bloody profits of apartheid-is a very different
'intemationaI'-imperialist finanoc-c:apital, whose only standard of
morality is profit, regardless of the cost in hwnan dignity and suffering,
in starvation and blood. For such profits, United States and Belgian
paratroopers flew from the British base of Ascension to shoot Congolese patriots; American planes rain death and destruction on Viet Nam
villages; British troops fight in the Malayan jungJes.
It is the same unholy crew~r an important section of them who
stand behind and hold up the Verwoecd regime in South Africa. Their
strength and influence is such that they can defy public opinion, solidly
ranged a.p.inst apartheid throughout the world, and overrule governments whose views and national interests ace equally opposed to
apartheid.
In a foreword to the important pamphlet The Collaborators, published last year by the Anti-Apartheid Movement in London, Mrs.
Barbara Castle welcomed it 'because it compels us to face the truth
that British finns and British people are profiting from apartheid'. The
pamphlet shows that Britain is the heaviest investor in South Africathe total of over £1,000 million of British money in the Republic
exceeds the total invested in the rest of Africa. Britain takes a third of
South Africa's total exports, excluding gold. Some 333 British companies have South African associates or subsidiaries-many are listed
in the pamphlet. The Labour Government has pledged that (though it
bas lia:nsed the export of Buccaneer aircraft contracted for under the
Tory government) it will supply no further armaments to South Africa.
This action was bitterly resisted by the powerful 'South Africa Lobby'
in the City of London, with their vast South African holdings, and
spreading its tentacles into both Houses of Parliament and big sections
of the newspaper press.
There can be no doubt that such opposition is one of the reasons
why the Labour Government has thus far taken no steps to 'examine
the issue of economic sanctions seriously and urgently, as the United
Nations General Assembly has urged us to do' as proposed by Mrs.
Castle, now Minister for Overseas Development in the British Cabinet,
and like Mr. Wilson and other Ministers, a member of the AntiApartheid Movement. How can one explain that, despite vigorous
condemnation of the disgraceful Tory policies on such Questions as
apartheid, the High Commission territories in South Africa, and many
others, the Labour Govenunent has in all main respects been content
to continue such policies? fn opposition, Mr. Wilson condemned
Duncan Sandys' shabby manoeuvre to oust the Jagan government as
'a fiddled constitution'-but refused to heed uCfCnt representations to
balt the cheating elections under this constitution. Nor can any African
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(orget Britain's collaboration in the U.S.-Belgian aggression in the
Congo. (Both themes are dealt with in articles in the current" issue.)
The answer to such questions cannot be dealt with in terms of such
oversimplifications as that the Labour leaders are hypocritical, or that
they have changed their opinions since assuming office. Once having
undertaken to maintain capitalism, in accordance with the thoroughly
muddled and bourgeois political and economic ideas of British Social
Democracy, the Labour Party finds itself subjected to overwhelming
pressure from the powerful financial and capitalist interests which
dominate the economy; pressure which could only be resisted by
mobilizing the organized strength of the entire Labour movement for
the implementation of progressive policies to which the Party is pledged.
Of critical importance, in this connection, will be the future of
British policy towards apartheid and Southern Africa. On DO question
have the Labour leaders and the Trade Union Congress, responding to
overwhelming membership opinion, pledged themselves more clearly
and specifically. Nor is this only a matter of the feelings of labour
people and other humanitarians, against a vile, racialistic police state.
National interests are involved, of far greater weight than those of the
relatively small, if excessively noisy, section in Britain which reaps rich
dividends from sweated African labour in the Rand mines. Britain's
international standing has been seriously damaged in the past, especially
among the non-aligned states of Africa and Asia, by the revolting
hypocrisy of her Southern Africa policy. Should this policy continue,
in the coming period of increased urgency of this grave all-African
and world problem, it can hardly be doubted that the boycott of South
African goods will be extended. to those who ann, invest in, have
defence and diplomatic agreements with, and trade with the aggressive
apartheid Republic.
Other leading collaborators with apartheid, and saboteurs of the
United Nations General Assembly resolution on the severance of trade
and diplomatic relations with the Broedcrbond Republic, are the
United States, France, West Germany and Japan. All these countries,
no doubt, value their profitable trade and other relations with the
independent states of Africa and Asia. The time is coming closer when
they will all be forced to choose between this trade and the odious
traffic with apartheid which they are at present continuing and striving
to increase.
It is particularly distasteful to find among this company an Asian
country, Japan. According to Japanese government statistics, trade
with South Africa rose by about one third in 1964. In the nine months
from January to September Japan bought R82,860,OOO worth of South
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African goods (over £40 million-2 rands (R) = £1 sterling). Japanese
dockers refused to handle South African goods designed for exhibition
at the Osaka International Trade Fair, but means were found never M
theless to display such goods, and participation on a yet bigger scale
is planned at the Tokyo Fair in April.
It is true that through this large trade the Japanese government has
succeeded in purchasing an exemption for Japanese citizens from the
apartheid definition of 'nonMwhite'. Japanese commercial delegations
are thereby entitled to stay at South African hotels reserved for whites
and-if they care to risk the inevitable gross insults which are sure to
come their way-participate in other privileges normally set aside for
the exclusive use of those of 'European descent'. Against this doubtful
'honour' must be set the very real national humiliation which the
Japanese ruling classes, in their fanatical search for profits, are in·
fticting on their people as a whole by seeking and obtaining this
'exemption' so profoundly wounding to national dignity. Moreover,
by thus sabotaging the Afro·Asian campaign to boycott the apartheid
state, the Japanese authorities are deliberately cutting themselves away
from the Asian community and the AfroMAsian community. Accust M
omed as they are to humiliating themselves before arrogant United
States imperialism, national honour may be something of small value
to the millionaire monopolies which rule Japan today. But they have
to reckon with the outraged indignation of the Japanese masses, and
also with the wreck of their hopes to expand friendly trading and other
relations with the countries of Africa and Asia. The Japanese Anti·
Apartheid Movement and other progressive and democratic forces
have a most serious international obligation which is also a patriotic
duty to bring these facts forcefully before the public in their country.
And the African and Asian countries-the great majority of whom are
making real sacrifices in their sincere support of South African free M
dom-should make it very clear to Japan's ruling circles that in con M
tinuing this disgraceful traffic with South Africa they are playing with
fire and risking very costly losses.
What we have said of Britain and Japan applies in like terms to all
the capitalist countries whose trade and aid sustains the monstrous
Verwoerd regime in Africa. Everywhere the interests of the great
majority of the people, expressed with greater or lesser degrees of
clarity and militancy by the labour and democratic movement, are
opposed to apartheid, and in favour of the policy upheld by the
African, Asian and Socialist countries of sanctions, boycott and
isolation of South Africa while white domination lasts. And everywhere these interests are opposed by powerful minority groups with a
stake in maintaining apartheid.
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These minorities are powerful because of their intimate links with
international financial institutions and with sections of the ruling
economic and political establishtnent in each capitalist country. And
they are organized internationally and backed by the South African
embassies in every capitalist country, massively financed, with numerous specialized departments to issue and place propaganda material
whitewashing apartheid, to attract investment and trade, to reinforce
the inflow of white emigrants. They are backed also by the powerful
'South Africa Foundation' which unites all the big capitalist firms in
the country, irrespective of their party affiliations, in a,n attempt to
'sell' apartheid abroad, and includes Harry Oppenheimer's vast AngloAmerican Corporation which, with De Beer's Consolidated Mines,
spreads its tentacles all over Africa. In Britain the 'South Africa
Lobby' also enjoys widespread organized support ranging from the
National Association of Manufacturers to the 'League of Empire
Loyalists' and crudely fascist outfits.
Against these purposeful, well-organized and massively-financed
forces, the forces opposing apartheid and supporting the concept of a
free South Africa, though they do in fact comprise the overwhelming
majority of mankind, are insufficiently coherent, Jacking the clarity
and unity of purpose and effectiveness of executive action, to realize
their tremendou~ potential superiority. One of the major tasks of the
innumerable supporters of the heroic South African liberation movement throughout the world during 1965, therefore, will be to overcome
these weaknesses, and to translate the passionate indignation and
protest of freedom-loving humanity against the horrors of apartheid
into effective action to help its victims to free themselves.
Today, more clearly than ever before, we must realize that the epic;
South African struggle is a world issue. The crucial battles, as always,
will be fought in the cities, villages and rural areas of South Africa
itself; but the frontiers and the battle-lines run throughout the world,
wherever men and women value freedom and human dignity.

