SOUTH AFRICA, A Torture Chamber
our beautiful country South Africa into the
grip of a gang of ruthless Nazi murderers and torturers, headed by
Verwoerd and Vorster, the pupils and followers of Hitler and Himmler.
Thousands of the best men and women of our country are in jails and
prison camps, have been tortured, house-arrested, gagged, exiled.
Many have faced and some still face the gallows.
As we write these lines Vuyisile Mini, dockers' leader, and his brave
companions, Wilson Khayinga and Zinakhele Mkaba face death by
hanging. Their appeal has been rejected; only the slender hope that the
voice of countless millions of freedom-loving people, trade unionists
and democrats of the world will cause sanity and clemency to prevail
in Pretoria can save them from the hangman's noose. Nelson Mandela,
Walter Sisulu, undergoing lifetime sentences on the hell-camp of
Robben Island, and many other resistance heroes there and elsewhere
are daily subjected to the brutality of a score of jails whose authorities
treat them not as political prisoners but as worse than ordinary
criminals.
The tireless defender of the famous Lutuli treason trial, of the
Rivonia trial, and innumerable other political cases, Advocate Abram
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Fischer, Q.c., is now himself arrested, to face together with a dozen
others, charges of continuing the illegal Communist Party.
The scandal of torture in South African prisons is such that the
authorities can no longer hush it up. They have learnt from the scum
of the Gestapo and the a.A.S., who have found refuge in our country
from the punishment they deserve as criminals against humanity, the
subtle and sinister art of destroying human beings. Prisoners are beaten
and subjected to electric shocks with equipment provided by the state.
They are suffocated, with their heads in canvas bags. They are subjected
to psychological torture by weeks and months of solitary confinement,
in small cells, without a chance to read or write or talk to anyone,
without knowing the time of day or night. They are compelled to stand
within a chalked square, to answer relays of special branch inquisitors
for forty hours or more without a break; if they collapse they are
revived by cold water thrown into their faces.
For generations to come, South Africans will remember the hundreds
of brave men and women who refused to break under such treatment,
whose Jove for and confidence in their people, and whose contempt
for the barbarous fascist torturers, gave them the strength to stand up
under every torture and refuse to betray themselves, their cause and
their comrades. Our people will never forget those like 'Looksmart'
Solwandle Ngudle and Suliman 'BabIa' Saloojee who took their own
lives rather than break down and become informers.
There were others who did not stand firm, who turned Judas.
Julius Fucik, great Czech revolutionary, pierced to the heart of such
people in his immortal Report from the Gallows, writing of Mirek who
betrayed him and others.
' ... To think that this had been a fellow with guts, who had not
been scared by bullets ... Now he had paled before the rod in the hands
of the Gestapo and ratted to save his own skin. How superficial was
his courage if a few blo~s could rub it away As superficial as his
convictions. He had been strong in a crowd when surrounded by
comrades who thought as he did. He had been strong because he
thought of them. Now, isolated, alone, hard-pressed by the enemy, he
had lost his strength entirely. He had lost everything because he had
begun to think of himself. To save his own skin he had sacrificed his
comrades. He had given way to cowardice and out of cowardice had
turned traitor.
'He did not say that it was better to die than to decipher the material
they found on him. He deciphered it. He gave them names. He gave
them the address of an underground flat. He brought Gestapo agents
to a meeting ... He told them all ...
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'A coward loses more than his own life. He has lost. He had deserted
a glorious army and earned the contempt of the foulest of enemies.
And even alive-he no longer lived; because he had expelled himself
from the collective . ...
Yes, there are such people in South Africa as well. those who, even
alive, no longer live. Like every great people's struggle, ours has
provided some cowards and deserters. as well as many, many, some
well known and some little known, who have stood firm in every trial
and proved worthy sons and daughters of our people and of our
noble cause.
THE DAY OF RECKONING

The people have long memories; nothing shall be forgotten when the
day of reckoning comes. Neither those who fought loyally nor those
who deserted; neither the torturers and the executioners of the South
African people. and those who backed them up abroad, in London and
New York, in Bonn and Paris and Tokyo; nor our friends and allies,
our African brothers to the North. our staunch comrades in the socialist
countries, in the Asian countries, on the docks of Scandinavia and
Australia. our innumerable well-wishers in every land.
And that day of reckoning will come. for Verwoerd and his backers
are fighting a losing battle against the entire trend and current of
South African, African and world historical development. Within the
country itself. despite the huge machinery of repression, the struggle
continues, with underground forces regrouping themselves and learning
the bitter lessons of experience; with fresh strikes breaking out, like
that of the African miners at Krugersdorp, quelled by Saracens; with
the glaring contrast between mass poverty and the ostentatious wealth
of the few giving rise. inevitably, to new outbreaks of social unrest.
Internationally, apartheid is suffering from one devastating blow
after another, ranging from the exclusion from the Olympic Games,
with all its glaring publicity, to the international movement for sanctions. gathering steady momentum. the sharp denunciation of the
non-aligned nations conference at Cairo, the trial of Verwoerd and his
accomplices on charges of crimes against humanity which was
inaugurated recently at the preparatory Youth Forum session in
Moscow.
The burden of the essential task of eliminating this obscenity of
apartheid from the African continent and the "Yorld. falls naturally,
in the first place on the brave freedom fighters of our country them~
selves. They have made and are making the greatest sacrifices in this
struggle; they will not rest until it is carried through to victory. whatever the price. We do not deceive ourselves that it will be a short or
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an easy victory. There cannot be any doubt that it will be bitter,
protracted and bloody. It will take many forms. It calls for the
dangerous, thankless work of illegal organization of workers and
peasants for their daily demands. It calls for illegal means of conveying
information to pierce the barrier of fascist propaganda by which the
government tries to hide the truth from the people and fill them with
terror and despair. It calls for mass actions, non-violent and violent.
Vorster's Nazi methods of 'frightfulness' have failed, and will increasingly fail, to crush this ever-mounting epic of resistance.
But, just as Verwoerd and his accomplices rely heavily on their
overseas backers, in the imperialist countries, to keep themselves in
the saddle, and just as those backers, to serve their insatiable greed
for gold and profits pour an unceasing stream of aid, arms and capital
into South Africa, so the forces of South African freedom need help
from their innumerable friends abroad. And grateful as aU South
African oppressed and working people are for the splendid gestures
of solidarity being made overseas and elsewhere in Africa, it is time
to say quite frankly: it is not enough.
It is not enough to pass good resolutions at the United Nations
banning arms for Verwoerd-when quite openly and blatantly Britain,
France and West Germany are ignoring the ban, pouring in munitions
to shoot down our people, and establishing an entire self-contained
arms industry in the Republic of South Africa.
It is not enough to pass decisions about sanctions, when even some
friendly countries ignore it, and nothing is done to penalize imperialist
countries and firms who nullify the effects of the boycott by stepping
up their trade and their contacts with this murderous regime.
Only positive and tangible aid now can appreciably cut shorter the
anguish and suffering of our people, and lessen the cost in blood and
sacrifice which are needed to achieve the downfall of the apartheid
state and the speeding of the inevitable day of reckoning.
TO OUR AFRICAN BROTHERS

For several years now, the African National Congress and other
liberation movements of South Africa have appealed to the peoples and
independent states of Free Africa for solidarity and aid in our struggle
to liberate the Slave South. From many peoples and states, such
solidarity has been generously forthcoming. Many African leaders,
such as President Nyerere, Emperor Haile Selassie, President Nasser,
President Ben Bella, President Nkrumah and many others, have said
to us South Africans 'Your cause is ours'-and they have backed up
these words with deeds.
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When they said 'Your cause is ours' they spoke truer than, perhaps,
they knew. It was meant in a broad, general sense, and true enough.
For Africa is not free, nor is any African anywhere free, so long as
our country, Mozambique, Angola, Zimbabwe and other areas are in
chains. And African Unity, our dearest wish, remains a dream while
it excludes such crucial areas in the South.
But our cause is the cause of all Africa in a much more real, urgent
and immediate sense than we perhaps'realized when we expressed these
noble sentiments. In this issue of The African Communist we publish
an important document issued by the Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee
of the German Democratic Republic, which deserves the most careful
and conscious reading by every African patriot, throughout our
Continent. It shows that, with the aid of neo~Nazi circles in West
Germany, the Government of the Republic of South Africa is building
up a military striking force, to be equipped with atomic weapons,
poison gas and long-range missiles.
This force is not only intended to subdue rebellion in South Africa.
It is controlled by fanatical racialists, enemies of the African people
who hate and despise us and fear our advance. They would like nothing
better than to set back the clock of history and subject all Africa once
again to white domination.
Dear brothers, ask yourselves one simple question: against whom is
this striking force intended, these atom bombs and poisoned missiles?
Apartheid has long been recognized as an abomination and an
offence to human dignity. But, more than that, it is a most terrible
danger to Africa, to human life everywhere in our continent, to world
peace.
We know that much has been done to awaken world opinion, and
to mobilize African action, against apartheid. But, in the light of the
facts which are here revealed, and their implications which face every
African man and woman with the stark alternatives of slavery or death
-ask yourselves: has enough been done? Is enough being done? Are
we moving fast enough, unitedly enough, consciously enough?
We have said, often, that apartheid and African independence canoot
co..exist on the same continent. Have we considered with sufficient
clarity that this is literally true? Have we thought that when Tshombe
brings Verwoerd troops into the heart of Africa he is bringing death
closer to our homes and our dear ones?
The revelations in the article we publish are not 'propaganda';
they are hard facts. They require not only indignation: they require
action. Action against the Yerwoerd regime-and against the friends
and allies of that regime, whether they are in Bonn or London, in
Paris, Tokyo or New York.
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It is time for every African state to speak plainly to these gentlemen:
The apartheid state is the enemy of Africa. And he who helps the enemy
is also our enemy.

LABOUR BRITAIN AND AFRICA
No one in Africa except the likes of Yerwoerd and Tshombe will regret
the defeat of the Tory Party by the Labour Party in the British General
Elections. British policy towards Africa, under the Conservatives, has
been a disgrace, and we have every right and every reason to expect a
more progressive and sympathetic attitude from the leaders of a
party which claims to be socialist. But optimism, here, must be some..
what Qualified and cautious; we have not forgotten that it was the
new Labour Foreign Secretary, Mr. Gordon Walker, who treated

BOYCOTT APARTHEID I
The following is the text of the historic Resolution adopted unanimously
by the Ninety-Sixth Annual Trade Union Congress held at Blackpool
from September 7 to 11, 1964.

SOUTH AFRICA
THIS CONGRESS condemns the vile system of apartheid in South Africa
based on mass repression, large scale arrests, the banning and exile of
national and trade union leaders, and the imprisonment of people
without charge or trial, and calls on the British Government to implement a diplomatic, economic and arms boycott of South Africa in
accordance with the decisions of the United Nations General Assembly.
Jt further calls on the General Council to use their influence to
ensure that an international boycott of South African goods be carried
out by organized workers as recommended by the I.C.F.T.U. until the
South African Government concedes the principle of free speech and a
franchise which allows all men and women to vote freely for their
chosen representative to Parliament, and allows the African workers
to organize trade unions and negotiate wage agreements and conditions.
Moved by
Amalgamated Engineering Union.
Seconded by
Watermen, Lightermen, Tugmen & Bargemen's Union.
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Seretse Khama so shabbily in order to pander to apartheid feelings in
Preto.ria. We know that there are many friends of African freedom
in the Labour Party; South Africans in particular, of all shades of
democratic opinion, will rejoice at the appointment of Mrs. Barbara
Castle, that fiery anti-apartheid leader, to Cabinet rank. Indeed the
Labour Party itself as well as the Trade Union Congress have on many
occasions criticized the mealy-mouthed hypocrisy of the Tory government which condemns apartheid in words and backs it in deeds,
especially on the issue of supplying arms to the Verwoerd regime.
Bat, now it is in office, it is the Labour Party's own deeds, rather than
its words, which will count. And the acid test of Labour's integrity
and sincerity will be its Africa policy.
The dying Conservative government has bequeathed to Mr. Wilson's
administration a number of crucially important policy decisions on
Africa, which it was too cowardly to tackle itself, and whose resolution
cannot be delayed.
Africa will expect quick, positive steps to repudiate the ugle farce
now being performed in Zimbabwe, still officially Southern Rhodesia,
in which the small white minority is trying to support its impudent
claim to reinforce an apartheid regime by means of a 'referendum' on
'independence'. The voters in this comic-opera test of public opinion
consist of the white minority together with a hand-picked selection of
privileged Africans. The 'independence' consists of a licence to the
whites to continue their unbridled oppression, exploitation and land
robbery.
The Rhodesian delegation to London, on the eve of the elections,
sought a blank cheque from Home which they hoped would commit
the new Labour government. Instead of publicly rejecting the whole
disgraceful proposal the Tory government agreed to an ambiguous
communique. in which the whole problem was deferred for decision
by its successors. Labour, if it hopes to retain African respect and
goodwill, must lose no time whatever in announcing that the only
acceptable 'independence' for Zimbabwe is one based on the democratic
principle of 'one man, one vote'. And taking swift, effective steps to
follow such a declaration in action.
It is much to be hoped, too, that the new administration in London
will have a long hard look at the policy and activity of their mission
in the Congo (Leopoldville). Dr. O'Brien has (in his inside·story
account, To Kalanga and Back) cast a glaring light on the questionable
activities of the British representatives during the period when Me.
Tshombe was, allegedly on behalf of the cause of Katanga separatism,
defying the central government and the United Nations.
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Today, the same Tshombe, backed by the United States and other
NATO powers, as well as by Verwoerd, is fighting the same battle to
keep the Congo as a preserve of neo-colonialism. The African countries
have already shown quite clearly their utter repudiation of this puppet
administration. At the back of the terrible tale of treachery, murder
and anguish in the Congo is the same factor which dominates the
whole struggle for freedom in Central and Southern Africa-imperialist
greed for the mineral wealth of Africa. The western imperialist governments have been guided in their policy in this part of the Continent by
the interests of the powerful mining monopolies, not by the interests
either of the African people or their own people. No sound or friendly
relationships can be established on such a basis. Africa will judge the
new Government in Westminster not by fine speeches at the United
Nations, but according to whether it has the courage and the principle
to break with the copper, diamond and gold miUionaires.
LABOUR AND APARTHEID
Nowhere is this more true and relevant than of the Republic of South
Africa. The whole world has cried out in anger and disgust against
this fascist, racialist regime and has branded it as a threat to the peace
and an outlaw. Britain's former spokesmen, with sickening hypocrisy,
joined in the universal condemnation with pious words, but in practice
the Tory regime did all in its power to nourish and sustain the apartheid
state. Defying United Nations resolutions it has continued to supply
arms to defend apartheid. Scabbing on the growing boycott movement,
it has extended its investments, trade, diplomatic and other relations.
We trust the new Labour government will lose no time whatever in
reversing this outrageous policy, which has damaged Britain's standing
and relations with Africa and the rest of the world, almost as much
as it has harmed the cause of South African freedom. Mr. Wilson has
pledged that a Labour government will cut off arms supplies to
Verwoerd. The recent Trade Union Congress Conference at Blackpool
went on record for British participation in world sanctions against
apartheid. Speaking in the debate, Mr. Frank Cousins, secretary of the
Transport and General Workers' Union, and now Minister of Technology, said:

You must insist that we vote for a Labour government. We must get
people in who will discontinue this governmental trading with South
Africa ... If, almost immediately after this new Labour government
have taken hold, they introduce economic sanctions against South
Africa in fulfilment of the United Nations decision and the ICFTU
decision, you must not let them down. The dockers will not let you down.
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The workers did not let the Labour Party down: they elected them
to office. We trust Mr. Wilson, Mr. Cousins and their colleagues will
lose no time in keeping their side of the undertaking.
THE 'PROTECTORATES'

An immediate and crucial test of the Labour Government's goodwill
and intentions in Southern Mrica will be its attitude and policy towards
the Republic's small neighbours, the British-ruled High Commission
Territories or 'Protectorates'. If the latter term has any meaning, it
should imply an undertaking to preserve and maintain the in:dependence .
and integrity of these territories against the constant menace of
domination, aggression and eventual incorporation by the expansionist,
imperiaiist regime across the border. Instead, previous administrations
in London have undermined the independence of these countries,
stifled their development, disarmed them, refused to allow them to
build their own defence forces, while systematically appeasing Pretoria.
To please Pretoria and the powerfUl British investors who have a
thousand million sterling at stake in the Republic, Britain has kept
Lesotho, Swaziland and Bechuanaland backward and dependent
labour farms for the Rand mines, denied them independence, and
maintained in Bechuanaland and Swaziland many of the features of
apartheid. Time and again Vorster's fascist police thugs have been
permitted to carry out terroristic activities, including kidnappings
(the recent case of Mrs. Wentzel snatched from Swaziland is particularly
flagrant) without check or reprisals.
Why, we want to know, were the Swaziland authorities unable to
establish that Mrs. Wentzel was kidnapped-when everyone in the
territory and in the Republic for that matter knows she was'1 Why
was Mr. Sidney Kitching, a British subject, declared a prohibited
immigrant, after innumerable acts of petty persecution and victimisation by Swaziland officialdom had failed to make him quit voluntarily'?
Why were similar prohibitions imposed on Mr. and Mrs. Hodgson,
Mr. Harmel, Mr. Nokwe and many others in Bechuanaland-when,
as everyone knows, pro-apartheid South Africans are permitted not
only to reside but also to playa vigorous part, as fifth<olumnists, in
the politics of these countries'1 Why are 'constitutions' imposed on
Bechuanaland and Swaziland that fly in the face of every democratic
principle; give wholly disproportionate representation to white settlers
-mostly citizens of the Republic and 'refugees' from democracy in
East Africa-and differ only in degree from the constitutions of
S. Rhodesia and the Republic of South Africa'1 Why is nothing done
to investigate and put a stop to terrorism and attempted political
murders of patriots (for example, the attacks on Matthews, Motlo~
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heloa and others in Lesotho, the sabotage of the Goldreich-Wolpe
plane at Francistown) with the connivance of the special branch of
the South African police?
We could ask a good many more awkward questions of this type.
Why, in line with apartheid practice in the Republic, are Asians
refused, on racial grounds, residence in Swaziland? Why, years after
South Africa was excluded from the Commonwealth, has Bechuanaland
to tolerate being the only country in the world to have its capital,
Mafeking, on foreign soil? Why are progressive publications, including
this journal, prohibited in Lesotho-while fascist publications like
Die Transva/er and Die Vader/and pour in freely every day?
To answer these questions-and to evolve a truly workable and
honourable policy-searching and radical enquiry is needed. This is
a question of grave urgency, for the situation is dangerous and
deteriorating. Any such enquiry should be completely independent of
the so-called experts at the Colonial Office and the bureaucrats they
have appointed in the territories. Africans are convinced that these
elements are deeply involved in the disgraceful pro-apartheid policy
of appeasement which has hitherto prevailed.

A SAD FAREWELL
Since our last issue appeared, the world has become the poorer by
the death of many staunch leaders of the working class who played
foremost parts in the world-wide struggle for human emancipation.
We lower our banners in salute to such Communists as Palmiro
Togliatti of Italy and Maurice Thorez of France, for many years
famous as leaders not only of the working class in their own countries,
but also of the Communist International. The people of the German
Democratic Republic have lost their veteran President Otto Grotewohl,
and the Polish people suffered a heavy blow in the death of Comrade
zawadski.
The brave Communists of the United States have also suffered a sad
loss in the deaths of the veteran militant Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, and
the famous African-descended American workers' leader Benjamin
Davis:
Like many in Africa, we of The African Communisl feel we have lost
a very special friend in Professor Ivan Potekhin, Director of the
Moscow Institute of African Studies, whose always stimulating analyses
have been printed in past issues of our journal. In what must have been
one of his very last communications, he wrote to this journal in
September, in connection with his article 'Pan-Africanism and the
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Struggle of the Two. Ideologies'. 'I hope that your readers will read it
with great interest; he wrote.
We are glad to publish it in this issue, as a tribute to the memory
of a fellow-fighter for the liberation of Africa.
Finally, we sadly lower our banners in tribute to D~mond Buckle,
pioneer African Marxist, fine journalist, and tireless fighter for
freedom. A Ghanaian, Comrade Buckle lived for many years in
England, and was an active and highly respected member of the
Communist Party of Great Britain. He had close ties with South
Africa, and represented the former Transvaal Council of NonEuropean Trade Unions at international trade union conferences. His
article on economic developments in the United Arab Republic
appeared in the last issue of this journal; it was one of his last articles
and he was already fatally ill when he wrote it.

Who Backs Tshombe?
MR. TSHOMBE! is Prime Minister of the Congo today largely by the

grace of Belgian civilian and military assistance and South African
volunteers.
-The Times, London,
October 22nd, 1964
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