In IUldition to many letters from readers in Africa and elsewhere, we hare
receired a lengthy communication from an African Student in the So.,iet Union to
which, because of the importance ofthe theme and the content, we have decided
to give more space titan is usual in this section ofour jourlJlll.

AFRICAN STUDENTS IN THE
SOCIALIST COUNTRIES
has swept like a hurricane throughout the
continent of Africa. It has assumed an anti·imperialist and anti·
colonialist character; the developing young states pledge themselves
to follow a non-capitalist road forward. The national revolution
expressed by political independence is bound in future to pass over
into a social revolution, with the attendant economic, political and
cultural changes necessary. The non-capitalist road demands the building of national economies independent of imperialism, effecting
agrarian reforms and fulfilling cultural tasks such as overcoming
illiteracy, tribal divisions and outdated customs.
To accomplish these tasks, Africa requires well-trained cadres.
During decades of oppression, imperialism failed to create qualified
specialists in sufficient numbers to take over and run their countries.
The legacy of imperialism is well known-poverty, disease, illiteracy
and ruin.
It is hardly surprising that the young African states accord a high
priority to the rapid training of young men and women capable of
playing an important part in the building of the New Africa. Thousands
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of young Africans are now studying abroad; some in the socialist and
some in the imperialist countries. In 1963 there were 2,134 students
from forty-one African countries in the Soviet Union alone. The other
socialist countries have also opened the doors of their universities to
many students from our continent.
This development is certainly not welcomed by the imperialists.
It has had the effect, to some extent, of prodding the United States,
Britain, France, West Germany and other centres of colonialism and
neo-colonialism to make more scholarships and facilities available for
African students than ever before. In some ways these openings are
very attractive, because many African students already speak English
or French and are therefore not burdened by having to learn a new
language. However, not only are such openings still very limited, but
there are also a number of important reasons which prompt students
from the formerly colonial countries to prefer to seek training in the
socialist countries. In fact there is a surprisingly high concentration of
students from Western Europe as well in the socialist countries. In 1963
there were 6,252 such students in the U.S.S.R. alone. This is an
indication of the high level of education in the socialist countries.
There is a deep crisis in modern bourgeois pedagogics, which is
inseparably linked and interconnected with the decay of bourgeois
ideology as a whole. Western imperialism regards pedagogical science
as a component part of the ideological struggle to win the minds of
the youth. Aware of this, the African, Asiim and Latin American
students are wary of the content of the 'training' they are offered in the
imperialist countries.
Naturally, the imperialists attempt by all means in their power
to divert Africans from studying in the Soviet Union and other socialist
countries. The huge machine of pro,gaganda mobilized by the United
States Information Agency (which in 1963 had a budget amounting to
121 million dollars), and other propaganda media are brought into
play in an attempt to discredit the conditions and accomplishments of
socialist education. Incidents, such as the demonstration of Ghanaian
students in Moscow last December are grist to the mill of these
imperialist propaganda agencies. They even spread the malicious
suggestion that Africans experience racial discrimination in the
socialist countries. African students in socialist countries
indignant
about these lies. A typical example is Aken Fondem, a student at the
Patrice Lumuinba Friendship University in Moscow, who wrote tq
the Soviet press in February:

are

'We Africans can teU between our enemies and our friends. We know to
whose universities dark-skinned students have to be accompanied under
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the protection of soldiers armed to the teeth. It is sufficient to recall at
least James Meredith .• .'

Similar statements were made by many other African students in the
Soviet Union. When the imperialists get hot under the collar and allege
race discrimination in the socialist world, it is easy to understand their
motives. They believe that in this way attention may be diverted from
their own outrageous treatment of colonial people and minority
groups. Who knows better than we do that imperialism and the
colonial system of slavery, which is its product, breeds racialism. Race
discrimination is part and parcel of capitalist and imperialist exploitation. It has its roots in the economic needs of the capitalist ruling class,
in the exploitation of man by man, not in the different pigmentation of
people's skins. In the socialist countries there is no social, economic or
political basis for racial discrimination. The class contradictions which
nourish this social phenomenon have been abolished. In the socialist
couqtries, no doubt, there still exist a few anti-social leftovers who
suffer from the disease of race prejudice. But they have very little
influence. They are certainly not typical of socialist society where,
indeed, every manifestation of race prejudice and discrimination is
regarded as a serious crime against society.
Africans, like all foreign students studying in the U.S.S.R., receive
a number of benefits. Not only is ,education free, as well as hostel
accommodation and the use of libraries, reading rooms, laboratories,
etc., but each undergraduate also receives a regular monthly stipend
of ninety roubles. Postgraduate students receive 1OQ..120 roubles a
month. In addition, students receive the social benefits which are the
right of all in a socialist society. Free medical services, holidays in the
most attractive health resorts, rest homes and sanatoria and frequent
excursions to museums, historic buildings and other places of interest;
tickets for the best theatres, etc., are available to students. The free
provision of books and the ready availability of teachers and specialists
for consultations whenever requested, both on a group and on an
individual basis are part of the numerous benefits enjoyed by African
students. These things demonstrate the care of the socialist state both
for our academic progress and our human and social requirements.
It is of some value to compare these conditions with those obtaining
for example in the Federal Republic of Germany. An Indian scholar,
Dr. Prodosh Aich, in a doctoral thesis entitled Position ofStudents from
Afro-Asian Countries in the F.R.G., shows that housing facilities are
difficult to obtain for 'coloured' students, they are refused service in
restaurants and hotels and the examinations passed by the 'underdeveloped' students in the universities of their home countries are
discounted.
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MISUNDERSTANDINGS
The above is the true picture of the life of the African students in the
socialist countries; they completely refute the base and slanderous
allegations of racial discrimination. Nevertheless, perhaps because it
has not been for very many years that large numbers of African
students have been studying at- universities in the socialist countries,
misunderstandings do occur, and these sometimes are causes of friction.
These misunderstandings arise on both sides. Perhaps because the
students admitted to higher education institutions in the socialist
countries are of very varying types, some of them prove unsuitable, or
find the socialist approach to higher education uncongenial. After all,
many of us have been subjected to intensive inculcation of bourgeois
individualist ideas in our own countries, and some may have absorbed
these ideas. In addition to young men and women from working class
and peasant families, who do not find it difficult to adjU$t to the
socialist way of life, one also finds sons of chiefs, sheiks,and other
feudal rulers, relations of middle--class cabinet ministers, and students
with a typically bourgeois background. The overwhelming majority
of foreign students in the socialist countries behave well, but there are
always some whose conduct leaves much to be desired. The few who
are perpetually in search of a gay and carefree life, and little concerned
with their studies, are often the trouble makers. When an attempt is
made to discipline them they easily fall prey to Western propagandists.
The low level of political understanding of some of these students makes
them feel that every step taken by the authorities to maintain discipline
and a correct level of conduct is a manifestation of racial prejudice.
The language problem should not be underestimated. People who
may otherwise be proficient in their studies often find the task of
learning in a new language no small undertaking. It is possible that
the frustration of not being able to communicate with those surround·
ing them when they first arrive in a socialist country could lead to some
misunderstandings and mistaken resentments.
These language problems also make it difficult for African students
to mingle unselfconsciously with their Russian and other colleagues.
It must be said, also, that sufficient effort is not always made from the
other side to integrate our students and make them feel more at home.
Some elements among the local students resent the fact that the
foreign students receive higher stipends than they do themselves, and
show this resentment. Instead of understanding that these people are
not typical of the socialist society, a few African students generalize
their errors to encompass the whole society.
But these are minor criticisms. Although they have led to misunderstandings they will be overcome by more careful selection and
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perhaps preparation of students, and greater attention to education on
the social aspect which I have referred to. The basic picture, however,
remains unaltered. The African student in the Soviet Union is treated
as an equal and, apart from minor untypical incidents (which are
energetically dealt with by the authorities) the student body as a whole
has no doubts about the absence of racial discrimination in the socialist
system. In fact, one of the valid criticisms which would be levelled at
many of the socialist countries is that their sincere concern for the
wellbeing of students with a long background of oppression has led
them to make mistakes in the other direction. The deference and
indulgence often shown towards the African students are sometimes
resented, even though the motives are pure.
After all is said and done, the relations of African students in
socialist countries, their life and study are excellent. This is a new
venture and for some time problems connected with it will undergo
adjustment. It would help if more care and preparation were exercised
in selecting and sending students. Constant thought and vigilance is
required to preserve and improve good relations and attend to points
of possible misunderstanding. It might be a good idea if some of the
African graduates who have qualified in the socialist countries could
be recruited on to the staffs of some of the educational institutions.
Admittedly, we are being trained to return to do useful work in our
motherlands, but a few experienced African lecturers and staff members
might do wonders to make our students feel 'at home', to overcome
their inevitable feeling of 'alien-ness' and thus improve their work
and their future usefulness.
POINTS FROM OTHER LETTERS'

From Ndozi Wosu, a Nigerian Student:
I have received the African Communist and the Road to South African
Freedom. My gratitude is enormous indeed. Many thanks for the
information about the Socialist Workers' and Farmers' Party of
Nigeria, which is news to me. I hope this Party will be for the common
man and woman.
Another Nigerian, Festus R. Akindele AkaraIdri, writes:
I was lucky indeed to come across the African Communist. I was really
moved by the informative articles it contained, especially those dealing
with African problems. I made up my mind forthwith to subscribe to
the magazine. Expecting the latest issue ·of this freedom-fighters'
magazine. The day is now dawning when Africa must be owned by the
Africans. No ARMs FOR SoUTH AFRICA!.YOurs in brotherhood.
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From Chris Allen, secretary of the Oxford University Students' Club,
England:
I must congratulate African Communist for the very high standard of
its articles and analyses in the past year. I have found it of great use in

helping me to think. in a Marxist way about African problems and
progress.
From Suzanne Cronie, London:
The extracts from Mr. Musole's booklet on class struggles in Zambia
(African Communist, April-June 1963) failed to mention KelUleth
Kaunda, President of UNIP and now Prime Minister, surely one of the
most dynamic freedom fighters in Africa. Can any information on the
struggle in N. Rhodesia be considered balanced if it fails to mention
him and the part he has played?
(A further article by Mr. MusoIe appears in our current issue. The
author is from Zambia and is clearly intimately concerned with its
problems. However, his views on events and personalities are his own,
not necessarily shared by this journal.)
From Norman Jeffery, Sydney:
A word about the African Communist, October-December issue
(No. IS). It really is a splendid production; level and political content
of the material is excellent. My congratulations as a foundation
member of the Communist Party of Australia.
A reader in Southern Rhodesia writes:
With great delight I read in your last issue (No. 16) of the establishment

of a Marxist-Leninist study group in Northern Rhodesia. For sometime I have tried with no success to find persons locally who share
similar intellectual interests; I have found few, and those few afraid
of possible repercussions from Field's Nazi Government. This is
typical of Whites in this part of the world, a race to which I am almost
ashamed to belong, because of their passive attitude towards the
rights of man. To be fair, some may not be aware of the facts which
are given in your excellent magazine and others of a similar nature.
This is due to strict customs censorship . . . Thank you for your
wonderful magazine.
SANCTIONS AGAINST APARTHEID

From a reader in Ghana:
Congratulations on your excellent magazine. The last issue (No. 16)
bespeaks the growing statesmanship of the S.A. Communist Party.
The articles on Algeria and Nigeria were very encouraging, and we
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can use a Jot of that in these tumultuous times.' The TIale article
(Sanctions Against Apartheid) !s a crucial one on a world scale. I had
reached very much the same outlook and conclusions by putting the
facts together and I intend to use reprints [these are available as a
~parate booklet from the London Agent: see separate announcement]
to support the case.
An African reader in Leningrad:
On behalf of the South African group here I wish to convey our highest
appreciation of the article 'Sanctions Against Apartheid'. It is an
exceedingly enlightening and greatly informative document indeed.
After having read it we feel we know exactly where we stand and in
which direction our campaign for the isolation of the Verwoerd
government has to be intensified. I dare say that this document will
prove an invaluable guide and reference at this stage of our overseas
campaign for solidarity with the struggle against apartheid. Yours in
the struggle. Amandla ngawethu! Power to the people!

Franz J. T~ Lee, an African reader lil'ing in West Germany, comments
on the article 'Sanctions Against Apartheid'. 'I enjoyed reading the
articles in this issue, especially the one on Sanctions by Tlale. I find
it"a magnificent factual and' statistical research article. "Is it possible
to give the sources behind the quotations and statistics in future?
Fraternal greetings and much success for your journal.'
Finally a reader in Zambia, whom we requested to become an agent
of the African Communist, replied: I need not say how happy I was to
receive such a request! I'll do everything I can to spread the MarxistLeninist thought in Africa. So please send me for the first time a dozen
of the African Communist. Convey my greetings to the Editorial Board.
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