
MURDER WILL OUT
EVEN TODAY, TWENTY YEARS after the collapse of the Hitler regime, its
innumerable ghastly crimes continue to shock the world. A new
generation, to whom Hitler is just a name in a history book, learn
afresh what Nazism meant as they read newspaper rcports of belaled
trials in West German courtrooms. Readers shudder and think how
fortunate we are to be living in a world where such inhuman atrocities
are a thing of the past. Are we? Verwoerd and Vorster, Hitler's devoted
supporters and admirers in South Africa are imposing on fifteen million
human beings a terror as savage, as callous towards human rights and
dignity, as the regimes imposed by the self-appointed 'Herrenvolk'
in Occupied Europe. In a world where the United Nations have
proclaimed the fundamental rights of all men and women without
distinction, the neo-Nazis are jailing, torturing and murdering the
finest sons of South Africa who dare to claim those very rights for
their countrymen.

Typically, the South African Hitleriles Iry to conceal their crimes
from the people of our country and the outside world. Vorster denies
that his police use torture (they torture on his instructions; he provides
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the equipment). 'Trials' for so-called 'sabotage' are held in dark,
secret places, in out-of-the-way villages meant to be inaccessible to
lawyers and reporters. But murder will out. We do not have to wait
twenty years to learn the truth about these crimes against humanity;
it is there for all to see who wish to see and have eyes to see.

ln the 'Documents' section of this issue ofour journal, we publish the
full text of a record which amounts to the case for the People in tQoo
morrow's Nuremberg Trial. Headed, prosaically enough, 'Note on re
pressive measures against the opponents of the policies of apartheid in
the Republic ofSouth Africa', and written in a sober, unemotional style,
this is one of the great human documents of our time. It also contains
enough potential dynamite to blast the whole ugly edifice of Verwoerd's
Reich to hell. This, briefly, is the background;

On March 23, 1964, the United Nations Special Committee on
Apartheid adopted unanimously an urgent report to the Security
Council proposing effective mandatory measures to meet the grave
situation facing opponents of apartheid in South Africa, in which
many are threatened with execution.

The Report called upon the Security Council to demand that the
South African government should 'refrain from the execution of
persons sentenced to death under the arbitrary laws providing the
death sentence for offences arising from opposition to the government's
racial policies'; 'end immediately trials now proceeding under these
arbitrary laws and give an amnesty to all political prisoners'; 'desist
immediately from taking further discriminatory measures ... and
other actions likely to aggravate the present situation',

Should the South African government fail to comply 'within a
brief time limit,' with these 'minimum but vital demands' the Committee
recommends 'new mandatory steps' to compel it to do so. It also asks
that the Security Council request 'the main States which maintain
close relations with South Africa' to do all in their power to oblige the
Verwoerd government to comply with these demands.

Together with this vital Resolution the Committee's Reporter,
Mr. Ram C. Malhotra of Nepal, submitted a Note on Repressive
Measures. It was submitted to Secretary-General U Thant by Chairman
Diallo Telli of the Special Committee.

Because of the limited circulation which United Nations documents
normally achieve, the Editorial Board of this journal has decided to
devote the necessary space in this issue to the text of this authoritative,
fully-documented and devastating indictment of White Terror in
South Africa. We make no apology to our readers for so doing, though
this has meant that some important articles have had to be held over
until our next issue.
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big step forward, forward from noble words and gestures to effective
police measures against apartheid and its accomplices.

The second is the final phase of the 'Rivonia' trial of Nelson Mandela,
Walter Sisulu, Lionel Bernstein, Ahmed Kathrada. Govan Mbeki,
Raymond Mhlaba, Dennis Goldberg, Elias Motsoaledi and Andrew
Mlangeni. On April 20 the defence will present its case, prior to the
verdicts and sentences. From many points of view this is the most im
portant political trial ever held in South Africa. The main accused, such
legendary figures as Sisulu and Mandela, are the most beloved spokes
men of the great majority of the people; it would be unthinkable that in
any governmenl elected by popular vote they would not beoccupyingthe
front Ministerial Benches. The death sentences against the leading
A.N.C. men in Port Elizabeth cannot but be regarded as a most sinister
precedent, foreboding drastic sentences in this trial too. Such sentences
would-in a country which still remembers Siagters Nek---create
repercussions whose immediate consequences are unpredictable, and
whose bitterness would poison relations for generations to come. Only
the most sustained international pressure can save the people's heroes
from the gallows.

Thirty years ago, when Hitler came to power, warning voices were
raised, calling for a united world front against fascism. To a large
extent they were disregarded. We were told that this was the 'domestic,
internal concern of Germany'. Under the slogan of Appeasement. the
ruling classes in Britain, the United States and other imperialist states,
in pursuit of big profits and cold war strategies, provided the financial
and diplomatic backing the Nazis needed to crush German resistance.
It cost millions of dead and untold suffering, in Europe, Asia and
Africa, together with widespread destruction in many lands, not least
Germany itself, before the nightmare was ended.

Do we have to go through all that again? For, unbridled, appeased
and backed up in 'the West' Verwoerd will drag the world into war as
surely as his master did before him. Only one thing can stop it: stem,
rapid and effective international action against Verwoerd·Hitlerism.
Africa cannot tolerate the continued existence of this monstrous regime
on its soil. Apartheid in South Africa is incompatible with the principles
and the very survival of the Union Nations. Ultimately, it is incom·
patible with the preservation of world peace.

THE ALGIERS AFRO-ASIAN MEETING
THE SIXTH SESSION OF THE AFRO-ASIAN People's Solidarity Council
which took place from March 22 to 27 in the heroic city of Algiers,
followed in the tradition of the historic meetings of Bandung and the
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resolutions of the Cairo, Conakry and Moshi conferences. In its general
declaration, the meeting stressed the continuity of the solidarity move
ment of the peoples of the two continents. It demanded the total
liberation of all African, Asian and other peoples as the condition for
real peace; repeated its conviction of the need for the realisation of
world peace; for general disarmament; for understanding and peaceful
coexistence among states of different political and social systems. It
called upon the African and Asian peoples to exert all their efforts
to co-ordinate the struggle for national liberation and effectively to aid,
both materially and morally, the fighters for freedom. And it summoned
them to intensify the struggle against colonialism, neo-colonialism,
imperialism and racial discrimination.

The Declaration noted with satisfaction that the world situation had
developed favourably for the African and Asian peoples, enabling them
to strengthen their front of struggle and win 'unprecedented victories'
over all forms of colonialism and imperialism. In this respect special
attention was drawn to the historic achievement for Africa and the
world constituted by the establishment of the Organisation for African
Unity at Addis Ababa, and also to the contribution towards unity of
the recent summit conference of Arab states. At the same time, the
meeting warned that 'imperialism has not laid down its arms and will
do everything it can to perpetuate its domination by means of its
economic presence'. It condemned foreign bases and aggressive military
pacts, rejected imperialist interference in African and Asian affairs,
and denounced the aggressive war policy of imperialism. It reaffirmed
'unshakeable confidence' in the historic solidarity of the Afro-Asian
peoples, as a factor 'capable of ensuring true peace and unity of our
peoples for progress and prosperity'.

A number of specific resolutions were taken, expressing solidarity
with the peoples of South Vietnam, South Korea, Laos, the Arab
countries, Panama, and a number of African countries. The Zanzibar
revolution was welcomed, and particularly the March declaration of
land nationalisation. Full support was voted to the struggle against
Portuguese colonialism being conducted in Angola, 'Portuguese'
Guinea and the Cape Verde islands, Full solidarity was expressed with
the struggling peoples of the Cameroons, of the Rhodesias, of South
West Africa: with the brave heroes of the fight against Verwoerd's
fascist apartheid regime in South Africa.

It is greatly to be regretted, however, that to some extent the con
centration of the meeting on these and similar burning issues was
diverted by a projection into the proceedings of the Council meeting
of the so-called ideological dispute within the Communist movement.
As the Central Committee of the South African Communist Party
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pointed out in its statement on this question published in our last issue,
'Differences about Marxist theory have not been confined to the

Communist Parties, but have spread into international organisations
and gatherings of peace, labour, national liberation and other pro
gressive movements embracing both Communists and non-Com
munists ... We think that the detailed interpretation of questions of
Marxist-Leninist theory should never be submitted for debate or
arbitration to non-Communists.'

Alas! This sound proposal was not followed at all. At the beginning
of the meeting, the head of the Chinese delegation, Kuo Chien, launched
an unrestrained attack against the Soviet Union, which she referred to
as 'a certain outside force'. And we should say, here, that this description
itself is extremely tendentious and deliberately misleading. Everyone
knows that a large part of the territory of the Soviet Union (indeed,
more than half) lies in Asia, and that a number of the Soviet Republics,
for example the Azerbaijan, Kirghiz, Tajik and Turkmen Republics,
are Asian. At the original Bandung Conference this was well understood
by all progressive anti-imperialist participants, not least the delegation
of the People's Republic of China. But that was before the Chinese
leaders had developed their present dispute with the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union. At the Moshi session they tried unsuccessfully to
gel the Soviet delegation excluded from the Council Meeting; the
phrase 'outside force' indicates they have not given up this line of
attack. It is impossible to avoid the conclusion that the Chinese leaders
have become obsessed with their vendetta against Comrade Khrushchov
and the Soviet Union to a degree where everything else has to be
subordinated to it: hard-won achievements of Afro-Asian solidarity
and Communist unity, Marxist-Leninist principles, and even the plain
facts of global geography.

Kuo Chicn presented the Council meeting with a grotesquely
distorted caricature of the policy of the Soviet Union (in fact, of the
policy of the Communist movement as a whole, with the participation
of her own Party in 1957 and 1960). The meeting was told that this
policy consists of opposition to the struggle against imperialism and
colonialism, on the grounds that this task had been completed and that
'the main task now confronting the Afro-Asian peoples ... is peaceful
co-existence with imperialism' and 'general and complete disarmament'.
This means, she said, 'that the oppressed nations must forever suffer
imperialist plunder and enslavement,' and that they should 'lay down
their arms in their struggle against imperialism'. No Communist, Soviet
or otherwise, has ever, of course, advocated such puerile nonsense.

The most deeply disturbing thing is that the Chinese themselves
know this as well as anyone else. When their representative, proceeding
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to the uttermost limits of absurdity, accused the Soviet Union of
capitulation to imperialism and even of 'standing on the same side as
the imperialists and colonialists' she and her audience alike must have
known in their hearts that this picture bore no relation to the real world
we are living in. AU the delegates at the meeting, even some who are
anti-Communist and by no means themselves innocent of imperialist
ties, were fully aware that the Soviet Union has been and remains in
the vanguard of the historic struggle for the overthrow of imperialism.
It is still today the Soviet Union which is the chief target of imperialist
attack, and the fortress of progress whose achievements, whose
formidable strength and whose determined and relentless championship
of the cause of national liberation have made possible the coming
together of such an inspiring concourse of representatives of the
liberated peoples of Africa and Asia on the soil of free Algeria.

Inevitably not only the Soviet delegation but also a number of other
African and Asian delegations, could not allow these furious attacks
to pass unchallenged. And so we had, once again, the unseemly
spectacle of a great international gathering, with urgent, world-historic
tasks before it, compelled to divert time and energy which could not be
spared for the consideration of what is supposed to be an argument on
the interpretation of Marxist-Leninist theory. The cause of the African
and Asian people-and in particular- those like the Southern Africans,
still languishing under the merciless terror and oppression ofcolonialism
-is not advanced; it is retarded by this unseemly factional activity.
The blame must be put where it belongs: on the shoulders of the
Chinese leaders, who, deaf to every appeal for an end to public polemics,
pursue them ever more violently, regardless of the methods used, and
reckless of the consequences.

IRAQ'S HEROIC COMMUNISTS

FEW WORKERS' OR UBERATION movements have undergone trials and
sacrifices in recent times such as have been faced by the Communist
Party of Iraq, which was founded just thirty years ago, on March 31,
1934. It arose out of the Committee for Fighting Imperialism and
Fascism and rapidly spread its influence throughout the country,
leading successful strikes of the workers and gaining a wide circulation
for its newspaper, Xi/ah Alshaab. The reactionary authorities, backed
by foreign imperialism, began the long series of repressive measures,
and because of weak and factional elements in the Party these were at
first successful in causing serious setbacks. But, led by the first general
secretary, Fahad (Yousif Salman Yousif), and such determined com-
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rades as Hazim (Zeki Mohammed Basim) and Sarim (Husain Moham·
med Alshebibi). a determined struggle was waged against Iiquidationism
and factions. Unity. on a firm basis of principle was restored. The
conference of 1944 and the general congress of 1945 approved the
constitution and worked out plans to organize and lead the people,
and to build national liberation and trade union movements. The
watchword was: "Strengthen the Party organization; strengthen the
organization of the national movement". The Party fought against
imperialism and the pro·imperialist monarchy, for a united national
front, for genuine national independence, democratic rule and the
vital interests of the working people. It demanded that the Kurdish
people should enjoy their just rights.

The defeat of Fascism in the second world war. in which the Soviet
Union played the major role, greatly stimulated the democratic
consciousness of the Iraqi people. Mass struggles took place in Iraq,
in which the Communist Party played a leading role. There were big
strikes. in the post war years, of railway workers. dock workers and oil
workers. Revolutionary peasant uprisings took place in both Arab and
Kurdish regions. There were national uprisings in 1948. 1952 and 1956.
In all these glorious struggles the Iraqi Communists played a worthy
part, and suffered heavy losses. On February 14 and 15. 1949, the
dictator Nuri Said took Fahad. Zeki Bassim and Alshebibi from prison
and hanged them. Hundreds of Party members and supporters were
jailed or exiled; many were killed in the jails by' the rulers. agents of
foreign imperialism. But the Party gained the love and support of the
masses. It became the most influential political party in the country.

Thus it was the Iraqi Communist Party which played the key role
in forming the National Union Front in 1947, and in linking it with the
patriotic movement inside the army, which culminated in the revolution
of July 14, 1958. which overthrew the Nuri Said regime. After the
revolution the Party did its best to strengthen and safeguard the
newly-won independence under the Kassem regime. But imperialist
manoeuvres concentrated on intrigues to split national unity and, in
particular, to isolate and sow suspicion against the Communists. The
various bourgeois groups, including the Baath so-called socialists,
collaborated in these manoeuvres. Certain 'short-term tactical errors',
as they are described by the Political Bureau of the Party in its statement
on the thirtieth anniversary, were seized oil by reaction. A 'violent and
hysterical campaign of slander' was launched against the Party.
Instead of strengthening national unity and independence, Kassem
joined in the campaign, strengthened his one-man dictatorship.
persecuted the Kurdish people and neglected the interests of the
working people. Kassem's anti-Communist policy paved the way for
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the success of the imperialist-eontrolled conspiracy which led to the
Baath coup a year ago,

'The fascist Baath rulers,' declares the Iraqi Communist Party. 'set
up the most abominable regime of terror yet known in the history of
Iraq, Thousands of Communists and democrats were killed; tens of
thousands. imprisoned. We lost the leaders of the Party, Salam Adit,
first secretary ofthe C,C., Jamal Alhaidry, GeorgeTello and Mohammed
Abballi-members of the Political Bureau-and the outstanding
leader Mohammed Husain Abol Ese, as well as other outstanding
members.' The whole world was shocked by the bloody massacres let
loose by the Baath regime and its Hitlerite 'national guards', Yet the
Iraqi Communists did not lose heart; they maintained their activities
and their confidence in the masses during the most difficult period.
A turn for the better occurred when, 'amidst curses and shame' the
Baath rule collapsed in the new coup d'etat of November 18, 1963.
The leaders of this coup dissolved the 'national guard' and exposed
some of the Baath's crimes.

But democracy has still not been restored in Iraq. Tens of thousands
of patriots, Communists and others, have not been released from the
jails into which they were thrown by the Baath, and courts martial are
still condemning newly-arrested freedom-fighters to imprisonment,
Undaunted by its cruel losses and sacrifices, the Iraqi Communist
Party carries on its struggle for a national united front of all democratic,
anti-imperialist forces, which will bring to an end the period of military
rule and set up a government of national coalition. Essentials of such
a government, declares the Party, are that it should release all the
victims of the fascist terror, guarantee democratic freedoms, concede
the national rights of the Kurdish people, and stand up decisively
against imperialism and the plunder of Iraqi oil resources.

The Iraqi Communist Party is firmly attached to the principles of
Marxism-Leninism, and regards itself as a 'division of the international
Communist army', 'Our Party,' declares the Central Committee in its
anniversary statement, 'and the broad masses in our country know very
well that the national liberation movement, including the national
liberation movement in the Arab countries, could not have been able
to advance and achieve historic victories without the October
Revolution, and without the existence of the mighty socialist camp in
the vanguard of which stands the U.S.S.R.'

Despite all their bitter experiences, the statement of the Party is filled
with confidence in the people, and confidence in victory. We are sure
they are correct when they write: 'Nuri Said and the Baathists have
fallen, but the names of Fahad, Salam Adil and their comrades will
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live forever in the hearts of the revolutionary toilers and intellectuals
in our country.'

TANGANYIKA'S TRADE UNIONS
It is with the most serious misgivings that we contemplate the new
labour legislation in the African Republic of Tanganyika. Although
great pre-independence strikes in the territory contributed substantially
to the achievement of independence, the trade union leaders in that
country, to a large extent, allowed themselves to be influenced by the
ill-intentioned 'advice' of the British TUC and the ICFTU to 'keep out of
politics'. So doing, they isolated the organized labour movement from
the national liberation struggle, thus surreildering it to the leadership
of middle-class elements, some of whom lacked much sympathy for
the working class and its problems. But for this misfortune, the labour
organizations of Tanganyika, as elsewhere in Africa, would surely have
played a leading role in the independence struggle, and would today
be reaping the benefit for their members and playing a more important
part in planning and building the New Tanganyika.

But that is no excuse for the deplorable anti-trade union measures
recently enacted by the Tanganyika legislature. Hundreds of trade
union officials have been detained. It is said that some of them misused
union funds. If that is so, though we are not aware of any members
having complained, they should have been charged in court.

Worse still is that the various unions have now been dissolved, to
be replaced by a completely undemocratic general workers' union
which amounts to a slate labour organization. Membership is com
pulsory. All officials, even at branch level, are to be appointed from
above. The first general -secretary, state-appointed, is the present
Minister of Labour. This means thal the whole principle of trade
unionism, as a democratically constituted voluntary organization of
workers, is thrown overboard; though the employers-mostly non~

Africans-are left free to organize as they please.
Tanganyika workers are wondering whether it is just a coincidence

that this Teactionary law was passed immediately after the return of
British troops to their country, or whether it owes something to
imperialist influence. Certainly it is just the sort of labour legislation
the Tories would love to introduce in Britain, if they could get away
with it.

A NEW CHAPTER FOR EGYPT
The month of May will see the opening of the first section of the High
Aswan Dam in the United Arab Republic. Built with Soviet assistance,
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this new projec.t will be of immense economic importance and will go
far towards transforming the Jives of millions of Egyptian fellaheen
(peasants).

Dynamic changes are taking place in other directions of Egypt's
economy. an increasing sector of which is being nationalized. Latest
reports indicate that, at long last, there are even moves to release
the many Communist and other patriotic political prisoners, whose
detention and ill-treatment have hitherto constituted an ugly blot on
the fair name of the United Arab Republic.

We hope to publish an up-to-the-minute survey on all these develop
ments in our next issue.


