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"Federation is a stinking corpse fit only to be buried." The
words are those of Dr. Banda, and he was referring to the so-called
Central African Federation of Southern and Nonhern Rhodesia
and Nyasaland. This political monstrosity was set up by and in
the interests of British imperialism, the White "Rhodesian"
colonialists and the mining magnates of the Copperbelt-closely
linked to Johannesburg and New York. It was set up against the
will and the interests of the great majority-the Africans. History
is moving swiCtly in Africa today, however. The will of the people
cannot be denied. Soon the "Federation" will disappear from the
map of Africa, and also the names of the three territories which
comprise it.

The name "Rhodesia" (whether North or Soutb of the Zambesi
River) is a standing insult to the people of these territories. It
perpetuates the name of Cecil Rhodes, the infamous imperialist
adventurer who engineered the wars of aggression which led to
the theft of these vast and wealthy areas from the indigenous in
habitants. It seems likely that after independence the people will
choose the popular names Zambia (for N. Rhodesia) Zimbabwe
(S. Rhodesia) and Malawi (Nyasaland).

Let us sketch in some salient facts about each of the territories
in the ill-fated "Federation",

1. Nyasaland
Though the smallest in size of the three, NyasaJand has the

largest population. There arc 2,709,300 of whom 8,300 are Whites
and 11,000 of Asian descent.

This lush and beautiful land lies slretched out along the western
shore of Lake Nyasa, touching Tanganyika in the north, bordered
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by Northern Rhodesia in the norlh-west, and, southwards, dangling
deep into Portuguese-dominflted Mozambique.

As a result of colonialism under British rule, the people of
Nyasaland are the poorest of the poor. Economic development is
practically nil, and the menfolk-like those of the British protec
torates in South Africa-are faccd with the choicc betwecn starva~

tion and leaving their country to find work. So heavy is the
draining away of the labour force~Nyasa1and's main "export"
10 the mines of South Africa and the copperbelt of North Rhodesia,
as well as to farms in South Rhodesia, that vast stretches of this
lovely territory have up to 80 per cent of their able~bodied men
away at any given time. According to official statistics, Africans'
c<lrnings were <IS low as £46 <I year. (rhose for Whites were nearly
20 times as l11uch-£889 a year.)

The main political force in the territory is the Malawi Congrcss
Party, of which Dr. Banda is the President. During the 1959
"Emergency" the British attempted to suppress the people's struggle
with ruthless terror and violence. But the people supported the
Banda leadership with rock-like unity, embracing all classes (the
Devlin Commission reported that of the 35 African graduates in thc
territory 34 were detained in concentration camps and jails). Because
of the courageous resistance of the people, and also because there
is no substantial White population to undertake the usual police
and garrison duties, the British were compelled to retreat. Despite
noisy protests from Sir Roy Wclellsky, they had to concede fairly
dcmocratic elections which enabled the Malawi Congress Party
to win a majority and take over the administration (excepting, of
course for those key powers "reserved" by the colonialists).

Dr. Banda and his mcn have made good use of these concessions
to prcss forward strongly for complete independence and secession
from the Federatioll.

2. Northern Rhodesia
N. Rhodesia has a population of 2,300,000, of whom 72,000 are

Whites.
By far the largest of the territories (twice the area of S. Rhodesia

and 8 times that of Nyasaland). it has common borders not only
with these two but also with the Portuguese colonies of Mozam
bique (south-east) and Angola (west). In the north it has a common
frontier with thc Katanga Provincc of the Republic of the Congo,
illegally govcrned as an "independent state" by Belgium's stooges
Moise Tshombe and Godefroid Munongo.

The mineral-rich copperbelt which runs through into Katanga,
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is the main source of wealth in the territory. Fabulously wealthy,
the copper mines payout millions every year to their shareholders
-who do not live in Rhodesia and have never becn there, but are
mainly in Britain, and also in the United States, South Africa and
elsewhere. The Africans of N. Rhodesia see very little of the vast
wealth of the copperbelt. In 1958 their average earnings were £99
for the whole year. By contrast, Whites earned just over £100 per
m01lth-so a White man earned more in one month than an
African did throughout the year.

The British South Africa Company, established by Cecil Rhodes,
extracts profits out of both N. and S. Rhodesia. It gets royalties
of over £10 million a year from the Copperbelt mining companies.
Giant monopolies are linked lip with Union Miniere, the
Belgian octopus that rUllS Katanga and Mr. Tshombe. They are
also linked with the B.S.A. Company, so to some extent they take
the "royalties" alit of one pocket and put them in another.

For some years the African national liberation and trade union
movements were held up in their development by colonialist
agencies such as the British Trade Union Congress and Moral
Rearmament, making use of leading African politicians and otbers
who were prepared to make themselves available for this purpose.
Of recent years, however, the United National Independence Party,
under the dynamic leadership of Kcnneth Kaunda, has won the
support of the great majority of the people, and forced lhe British
10 make concessions. Roy Welensky, with the backing of Lord
Salisbury and his other pals in London, fought hard to see thal
N. Rhodesia did not get a democratic constitution. They succeeded
to a large extent-the constitution with its complicated "upper"
and "lower" (African) voters' rolls is a monstrosity which hardly
anyone can understand. and is specially designed to maintain
Welensky and Federation. Nevertheless, even under this shocking
constitlltion, UNlP won a sweeping political victory in last 1110nth's
elections, getting 20,000 more votes than all the other parties put
together. Only 152, out of 100,000 African voters, voted for
Welcnsky's Uni!ed Federal Party. Nevertheless, owing to the crook
l:onstitution, the UFP got 15 scat') and UNlP only 14 in the first
found of elections-with 11 seats to be decided early in December.
Realising it had no hope of gaining African support itself, the
UFP backed up Nkumbula's splinter organisation, the so-called
"African National Congress".* With this backing it won sufficient

* This organisation, of course, has no connection with the militant
African National Congress of South Africa.
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seats to hold a balancc of power, but proved a serious disappoint
ment to the UFP. Under trcmendous pressure from the African
masses, Nkumbula descrted Sir Roy and agreed upon a coalition
with UNIP to form an all-African administration.

It is very much to be hoped that the price for such a coalition
will not be a watering down or compromise on UNIP's militant
policies. The African masses who votcd for UNIP voted for com
plete independence, one-man-one-vote democracy, and a clean
break with the Federation. They are not interested in an administra
tion, even if it consists of Africans enjoying high salaries, which
will merely carryon with the Welensky and Downing Street
policies.

3. Southern Rhodesia

S, Rhodesia has a population of 2,641,500, including 2,420,000
Africans and 207,000 Whites-far more than the other two
territories.

It borders on Mozambique in the east, Bechuanaland in the
south-west, and to the south on the Republic of South Africa.

Southern Rhodesia is the most economically developed-and the
most politically backward of the three territories, There are large
towns, developing industries and commerce, large-scale agriculture
and ranching on capitalist lines. But all these advantages are firmly
in the hands of the White minority which-as in Verwoerd's Re
public-dominatcs the political structure of the country, The best
farmland has all been appropriated by Whites, and African living
standards are scandalously low,

Despite the many resemblances between Whitehead's Rhodesia
and Verwoerd's South Africa-and their close collaboration in
economic, police and other matters-the S. Rhodesians do not (they
dare not!) carry out apartheid and White supremacy policies as
openly and brazenly as their counterparts across the Limpopo
River. The general rule in Africa is that the more numerous the
Whites are the more blatantly and arrogantly do they preach and
practise racial discrimination. And 200,000 Whites in Rhodesia are
but few, compared with 3 million in the Republic,

Instead of "baasskap" they preach "partnership"-with the
Whites, of course, as "senior partners", Jt has been aptly described
as the sort of "partnership" that exists between a horse and its
rider!

In the face of rising mass struggles for political rights by the
African people, the S. Rhodesian and British authorities proposed
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an outrageously undemocratic franchise (the so·called Whitehead
Sandys constitution) which would give the Africans (90 per cent)
15 scats and the Whites (10 per cent) 50 seats in Parliament.

At first Joshua Nkomo, the foremost African leader in the
territory, made the mistake of accepting this proposal as a "step
forward". In this he lagged behind the political consciousness of
the masses of working people, who arc uncompromisingly demand
ing full independence and one man one vote. It says a good deal
for Me. Nkol11o's strength of character and closeness to his people
that he openly admitted his error and called for the rejection of
this fraudulent constitution and mass struggle for freedom. Thc
people responded by boycotting the registration of voters and
launching a wave of strikes and other forms of political struggle.

The reaction of the Whitehead government was a series of
vicious bannings and repressions modelled on those of the Nazi
Verwoerd-Vorster regime across the border. The S. Rhodesian
African National Congress was banned in 1959-but the people
fought back. The National Democratic Party was formed in its
place, with Joshua Nkomo as President. At the end of 1961 White
head banned the N.D.P. Eight days later Mr. Nkomo publicly
launched the Zimbabwe African People's Union (ZAPU). And now,
within a year, ZAPU has been banned too. A state of emergency
has been declared, and hundreds of ZAPU leaders placed under
restrictions. 30,000 troops were called up and thousands of Africans
arrested. But the struggle goes on throughout the country, be·
coming more and more militant. Africans have carried out a number
of acts of sabotage and violence.

The farther South one gets in Africa, the more Whites one finds
-and the more bitter the struggle as they seek to defend their
unjustifiable privileges with force and violence. But Whitehead
will learn (and Verwoerd too) that the appeal to the sword is a
dangerous argument for a minority to resort to.

The December 1962 elections in Southern Rhodesia were a
!iemendous demonstration of solidarity by the African people, who
boycotted them almost completely. The White electorate struck
another nail in the coffin of Federation by rejecting the Welensky
Whitehead United Federal Party in favour of the "Rhodesian
Front". This reactionary Right-wing Party advocates a policy which
is nothing but a thinly disguised version of Verwoerd's apartheid
and White supremacy, but it rejects Federation in favour of a "go
it·alone" policy for S. Rhodesia, relying, no doubt, on support from
the Republic.
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Thus Sir Roy \Velensky occupies a wholly untenable position as
"Prime Minister of the Federation". Always rejected by the masses
of the African people, his Party now stands glaringly exposed as
repudiated by the electorate in each of the constituent territories.
Even under the fraudulent constitutions and rigged elections the
United Federal Party is now out of oOke in everyone of the three
legislatures. His resignation is overdue.

Affcr the Funeral, 'What?

When the Central African Federation was planned, nme years
ago, it seemed to be an excellent arrangement for everyone
except the Africans. It would strengthen British imperialism's hold
in Central Africa. It would enable the White colonialists in Salis
bury to lay their hands on the rich revenues of the Copperbelt
and the vast labour reservoir of Nyasaland. But the planners of this
cosy little plot reckoned without one tbing: the rising strength and
militancy of the African people. The Africans were never consulted
about Federation. They never wanted it; they fought it bitterly;
and now they are going to bury it. It has been a hard struggle,
well fought. There will be few to mourn at this funeral and millions
to rejoice at the burial of a stinking corpse, which if not disposed
of quickly threatens to spread a dangerous infection aIL around it.

The dismemberment of the Federation and the establishment of
democratically elected governments enjoying full political indepen.
dence is only the first step-although a very important and ab·
solutcly necessary step-towards freedom, progress and prosperity
in Centrnl Africa.

The fight against Federation is only tbe beginning. As the bitter
experience of the Congo should warn us, the next stage, the fight
against nco-colonialism, the fight to restore the wealth of Africa
to its people, is every bit as complex and difficult. It requires a
profound understanding of modern political and economic theory;
it needs mililant and independent working·class organisations pre·
pared to play a leading role in the united freedom struggle; it
requires boldness and courage.

Above all, it needs unity. Just as Kaunda, Nkomo and Banda
stood together against Welensky's Federation, so their people must
stand together now-and also together with their brothers of the
Congo and of East and South Africa, against the common enemies
of freedom here.

We should not underestimate these enemies. or forget that they
are united against us. Salazar, Welensky, Verwoerd, Whitehead,
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Tshombe-they are all linked together in a plot against African
freedom. You cannol do a deal with anyone of them without
helping them all and stabbing your fellow-Africans in the back.
And behind them stand yet more sinister and powerful forces:
certain of the mining companies backed by British, United States
and Belgian imperialism.

The people of East, Central and Southern Africa are strong
enough to meet and defeat all these enemies, to win and consolidate
freedom and independence everywhere. But to win we must stand
together, helping one another and presenting a common united
front against the oppressors, robbers and despoilers of Africa.
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