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"The idea that the exploited must rise up against the exploiters
and create their Soviets is not a very complicated one:'
-Yo 1. Lenin
The sixth Conference of the South African Communist Party
has adopted the new programme of the party. Not for the first
time in the history of the international working·class movement
a creative work of great significance was begun and completed at
a time of intense difficulty and repression. Never has the onslaught
by the fuling class against the national liberation movement been
so concentrated as it is today in our country. Never have the
people been so determined to fight for their rights and freedom. In
the words of Lenin, the people can no longer be governed in the
old way and they are not prepared to be governed in the old way.
The contradictions that afflict Soutb African society are growing
sharper day by day. The international position of the ruling class
has never been weaker. As a result the South African racialist
government is taking extraordinary measures to safeguard the interests of the monopoly capitalists, landlords and industrialists
together with their allies-the British and American imperialists.
Yet it is precisely at this time tbat the Party unanimously
adopted the new programme. At a period which the superficial
might regard as one of great danger, the Party engaged in a vast
creative endeavour to produce our programme. This alone is an
indication of the confidence of the party that tbe National Democratic revolution in our country is near at band. The basis of tbis
conviction clearly emerges in tbe true Marxist-Leninist programme
of the party which contains an exposition of the theory of the
South African Revolution. The strategy and tactics of the revolution in South Africa are to be found bere.
ORIGINS, It was the discovery of Gold in 1886 which brought
South Africa decisively into tbe mainstream of modern imperialist
development. The first of the modern imperialist wars-the AngloBoer War-was fought over control of the Transvaal Gold Mines.
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Lenlo refers to this in his classic work "Imperialism". For that
reason the discovery of Gold can be regarded as a convenient
starting point in a consideration of working-class theory in South
Africa.
Before this the structure of the country had not altered very
much. European settlement in the Cape and the beginnings of the
wine and fruit industry two centuries earlier had not altered the
life of the bulk of the people in this part of the world. Nor did
the discovery of diamonds (in 1867) although it was a portent
of the shape of things to come.
The African tribal structure had remained largely intact. The
wars which finally ended the independent existence of the African
peoples only took place a few years before the birth of the Goldmining industry. The last Eastern Frontier war between the British
and the Xhosa ended in the battle of Ngcayechibi in 1877.
Sekhukhuni, the gallant chief of the Bapedi was defeated in the
Transvaal in 1878. His powerful military machine crumbled before
superior arms and organisation at the battle of Ulundi in 1879.
So that when the gold-mining industry began its career, the Africans
-the vast masses of the population-had not yet been drawn
into the vortex of modern economy. This followed later as a cause
and a consequence of the establishment -of a strong centralised
state in our country-the Union of South Africa in 1910.
Thus the labour for the mining industry had to be sought elsewhere. As happened in other countries where gold was discovered,
thousands of immigrants rushed into South Africa in search of
fortunes. Most of them came from Britain and as they soon showed,
they came with ideas. With their working-class background, they
formed trade unions some of which were· branches of similar
organisations in. Britain. The South African Labour Party was
founded in 1909. Prominent international figures in the labour
movement visited the country including such persons as Keir
Hardie in 1907. Naturally they also brought with them the problems which beset the European hibour movement at the time. The
dominant group in the S. African labour movement shared in the
opportunism of the Second International. They either did not understand the role of imperialism or acquiesced in it. They were
affected by the chauvinist imperialist ideology which sought to
justify colonisation by looking down on peoples of colour as
inferior beings. They still looked upon the national question as a
European question confined to regions like those in the AustroHungarian empire where there were oppressed minorities. Such
ideas found fortification in a warped form in South Africa where
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racialism was already a part of the tradition of the ruling class
and which was a renection of the advance of capitalism in Africa
and Asia. First. to justify slavcry and thcn imperialist domination.
The labour movcment thus camc to South Africa literally physically transported [rom Europe. Jt was a European movcment.
And yet there was another trend. Within the same movement
were progressive and far-sighted thinkcrs who saw in the African
people the future "iron battalions of lhe proletariat". Such men
were lhe talented Marxists Ivon Joncs, S. P. Bunting and Bill
Andrcws.
But evcn those who pcrccived the importance of the African
pcople could not conceive of them as the vanguard of the strugglc
for socialism. Our people wcre by and large in their traditional
lands which had not yet bccome the poverty-stricken reservoirs of
labour they later became. The ingenious mcthods utilised to convert
the Africans into landless, propertyless proletariat had not yet
become fully effective. And in any event the organised labour
movement, though it consisted almost entirely of Europcans, was
vigorous, militant and determined. Great struggles were fought by
the labour movement in 1907, 1913, 1919 and 1922. These were
powerful struggles which posed a serious challenge to the ruling
class.
As in other parts of the world the first world war split the work~
ing class movement in South Africa. The lcft~wing was against the
war and campaigned under the slogan "war against war". The rest
of the movement like the bulk of the parties in the Second lnternational capitulated to their own capitalists and rulers by supporting the imperialist war.
In 1917 the Great October Socialist Revolution led by V. 1.
Lenin and the Russian Bolsheviks burst forth in ten days which
shook the world. The first Socialist State was born. For the first
time since man emerged on earth, history (to use the words of
Engels) becamc truly human history. The salvoes of that revolution
were heard clearly in South Africa.
ln July, 1921 the Communist Party of S. Africa, a section of the
Communist International, was founded, largely, by those who had
previously constituted the left-wing of the S.A. Labour Movement.
THESIS: The ideas, policy and practicc of the party in its first
decade were naturally influenced by the origins of the movemcnt
and by objective conditions in the country. Looking at the situation
then it appeared that South Africa was not basically a colony. 11
was independent to all intents and purposes. The proceedings of
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the Peace Conference held in 1919 had already seen virtual acceptance vf South Africa as a member of the international community. It had been received as a member of the League of Nations
and had even had a territory placed under its control as a
mandatory power-South-West Africa. Capitalist development of
this state based on the giant gold mining industry had proceeded
at an ever increasing pace. A big section of the population, about
a quarter, enjoyed democratic rights. The organised labour movement although almost exclusively White was militant and appeared
to have great revolutionary possibilities. The Africans were largely
"country-people" who were just beginning to enter the urban
labour market. In fact the first Law designed to control African
labour in urban areas was passed in 1923 (the Urban Areas Act).
In these conditions it was thought that the working class of tbe
White group would seize power and then proceed to free the
oppressed nations. Thus the slant of party work continued to be
largely among the European workers. This approach ignored the
vital fact that the Africans and other oppressed national groups
constituted by far the vast majority of the people in South Africa.·
Tho early concept of the struggle was rudely shattered by the
"Red Revolt" of 1922 and its aftermath.
The 1922 general strike of white workers on the Rand. which
developed into an armed struggle, was the most serious class
struggle ever to have taken place in our country. The Communist
Party although it did not have decisive leadership in its bands
played an important role in that struggle. The revolt was crushed.
Fundamentally this was because the general strike did not draw
in lhe majority of the peoplc to the side of the workers. The 1922
"revolt" is one more illustration of the defeat that follows upon a
failure to pay serious attention to the question of allies. No attempt
was made to bring the liberatory movement of the African people,
or other classes of society into the fight against the ruling class.
In fact the strike leaders opportunistically wished to keep other
sections out of the fight. This made their defeat inevitable. But the
ruling class had been haunted by a nightmare throughout the 1922
strike. The nightmare of a united movement of workers of all races
against the bosses. It was determined to take measures to prevent
this ever happening.
Thus the policy was adoptcd by the ruling class of making vast
. • It musl be emphasised that although these were the dominant ideas

the party they were not shared by all. Thus leadin~ figures like
S. P. Bunting devoted almost all thcir time to developmg the party
among the Africans.
10

20

concessions to the White workers in order to make them part and
parcel of the ruling group. These concessions were compounded
in a series of laws which made skil1ed jobs and trade unions organisation a right of the white workers alone. A 50-called "civilised
labour policy" was implemented designed to maintain Africans
as unskil1ed cheap labour and to prevent the emergence of an
organised African working class. The White workers became an
aristocracy of labour.

ANTffHESIS: The work of the party swung more and more 10 the
development of the African liberation movement. The development of the new approach was cemented by the theses on colonial·
ism adopted at the Congress of the Communist International in
1928. The South African question was specifically raised at this
Congress. The decisions adopted at the Congress were obligatory
on the party.
The party now saw the struggle as a colonial one with Africans
of all classes fighting for self-determination and aiming at the
establishment of a bourgeois democratic republic. This was the
era of the so-called "Black Republic". Work among workers of
other sections declined and almost exclusive attention was paid
to mobilising Africans in the struggle for freedom and independence.
This approach obviously had difficulties of its own. Was South
Africa a colony in the accepted sense? From whom was independence to be wrested? From the South African ruling class? From
the imperialists in Britain who were economically dominant in
South Africa? Against whom was the main blow to be directed?
There were tremendous advanc.es in the work of the party among
Africans in both the trade unions and national liberatory fields.
The activity of the party, however, was unfortunately at this time
hampered by the accession to the leadership of a sectarian and
dogmatic ultra-left group. The group was subsequently exposed
and defeated but not until much damage was done to the party.
During that period certain chauvinistic elements were expelled
from the party. But as always happens with dogmatists a lot of
good comrades were also removed from the party on false charges.
The party has since corrected these injustices and rehabilitated
staunch communists who surrered during that time.
SYNTHESIS: The Party rallied its forces against dogmatism. A
new Central Commit,tee was elected just before the second world
war with Bill Andrews as Chairman and Moses Kotanc as General
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Sccretary. A pcriod began of the creative application of Marxism~
Leninism to the actual conditions obtaining in the country. The
synthesis began of the tcndencies in the party and from the
realities of the South African situation.
In the new vrogramme of the Soufh African Communist I'arty
the s)'nthesis is complefe. The main features of our society are des~
Criibed in detail. It is shown how South Africa is a country wifh a
hi~hl)' dneloped modern economy in whidl l1Ionovoly capitalism
has reached its final stage-imperialism. That South Africa af one
level oper:1fC'S as a bourgeois democratic relHlblic in its final stage
of il1lperi:lIism in which it exports capital and seeks to control other
ferritories. Thai in fact fascism is now a factor in our country. At
another le\'Cl-that of fhe majority of the peoplc--South African
reamy projects ifself as a country with a colonial people fighting
for national liberution :md freedom. That at this le"el the slruggle
of the African people becomes olle with the ~reat anH-colonhll
re"olution in Asi:I J Africa :lIId Latin America. It is the intcgraHon
of the two aspecls in a single economic complex within the bounds
of a sin~le counfry that fhe I)rogrmnme clmractcrises as a SI)cchll
T)'pe of ColonhllislII. The programme iIIustrnles once morc the
fnet that no pure sociclies exist in the world which fit exaclly some
pre,'iously defincd soci:lI forlll:ltion. It is the duty of the social
sclentist fo find the dOlllin:lIIt fcalure of the society and thus to
ch:traclerise it. The Africans constitute by far the vast majority of
(Ille peOI)le in fhe countr)': the)' arc the main labour power and
fhercfore (he Jibcnllion of the African people is fhe main content
of the nation:11 dCl1Iocnltic revolllHon. Because of the highly
de\'eloped uafure of Soulh Afri~an capitalism and its exclusive
control by a bourgeoisie dr:nnJ from :1 particular r.Jcial group, the
natiomll freedom of lhe African and o'her oppressed people
itn'oh'es the dcstruclion of monopoly in 'he counf'r)'. In the absence
of a national bourgeoisie among the AFricans and 1he great
numerical strengfh and experience of the working class the national
democratic rc,'olution has a far-reaching and radical programme
which will usher in a slate of national democracy. Under South
African conditions the national dcmocmfic revolulion has great
l)rOSI)CclS of procceding :If once 10 socialist solutions.
The programme describes the strategy of the revolution. The
forces against whom the main blow will be directed arc (he
monopoly capitalists and landlords who are the servitors and allies
of American, British and foreign imperialism. Also described are
the forces that wil1 unite to carry through the revolution. Headed
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by the working class is an alJiancc which includes the national
liberation movements of the African and other oppressed peoples
together with democratic elements in other groups. With the
support of the international working class and all democratic
forces the world over the victory of the South African revolution
is imminent and assured.
The programme of the South African Communist Party is a
Marxist-Leninist analysis of the experiences of the Communi'Jt
1II0\'ement in our counfry for the past forty years and more.
Mastery of fhe fheory of fhe parfy as conhlined in the proj!ramme
by members of fhe 9arty and the nalional liberafion motemen's is
essenHal for speedy victory of the re\'oluHon which is now definitely
on fhe agenda in South Africa.
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