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A TALK ABOUT nlE "!O!n>:ERS OF LUPIN! BROS.

We are nov going to talk about the workers of Lupini Brothers. whoee
factory vae founded by three brothers; who came from Italy pennilesa.
But they were gifted in manufacturin« terra~o. But, because Italy
is a small country and there ie too much competition, they ffot au~geationa.

from their friends who were already in AtTica, to leave Italy and come
to establish their business here. They arrived in Beira in 19" with
only five shillings in their pockets plua of couree a few tools.

In 1940 they moved to Johannesburg where they opened up another factory
and employed workers as they were by now capitalists, At that time
there were no workers' organisations and the workers were untrained. In
1946 the Lupini brothers ceme to Cape Town to open another factory, the
second in South Africa. They opened their factory in Woodstock. They
also employed workers.

While we still had tha workers who were employed when the Woodstock
factory was started, we were fortunate to be given Works Committee ae
our machinery for negotiating with our employers. We are also very
grateful to the Advice Bureau for the lead it hae taken. The
organiser of the Advice Bureau visited us in February, 1975. ~e then
decided to form our ~orks Committee. We also requested somebody to
train us. We were given a certain white gentleman, who happens to be
very sympathetic, very understanding. patient and clear in explanations.
He has shown uS all the channels of building mutual co-operation between
the wor~ers and the employers.

It was not an easy job to form our 'Jorks Committee, strong opposition
Came fro;" an At;-rican c1e;rk in the factory who saw the formation of this
Works Cor,unittee as a threat to his Job. They tried to discredit the
six officials of our florks Committee but everit4ally all the workers
accepted the ~orks Committee.

This ~orks Committee has succeeded in putting an end to beatings and
abuses. The workers now get their pay weekly instead of fortnightlY
and ten minutes before we knock off instead of getting pay after knock
off time. We are also satisfied with our overtime pay. The Works
Committee has also succeeded in adjusting public holiday pay. Our
employer has also promised an increase of 10c to 56! which comes up to
R4,OO. Me has also promised this increase after every two months.

Today we take our hats off to the Advice Bureau _ we salute itll today,
we also salute Zora Mehlomakulu for patience and hard work in trying
to help the unfortunate workers of this country. ~e wish all the
workers of the Western Cape success. They must help their Works
Committees in order to help themselves.

DANGERS THREATEN UtE WORKERS' COUNCIL

It is sad fact, but true, that wherever the workers are trying to
better their conditions, some clever gentlemen will appear on the scene,
first to "lead" the workers, then to confuse them, then to mislead them,
and finally to betray them.
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