
A TALK ABOUT ruE ~iOIUCERS OF LuPINI BROS.

We are now going to talk about the workers o~ Lupini Brothers, whose
~actory was ~ounded by three brothers; who came ~om Italy penniless.
But they were gi~ted in manu~acturin~ terraxo. But, because Italy
is a sma11 country and there is too much competition, they ~ot sUffgestions,
~rom their ~riends who were already in Africa, to leeve Italy and cOme
to establish their business here. They arrived in Beira in 19)) with
only ~ive shillings in their pockete plue o~ course a ~ew toole.

In 191,0 they moved to Johannesburg wh.ere they opened up another ~actory

and employed workers as they ....ere by now capitalists. At that time
there were no workers' organisations and the workers were untrained. In
1946 the Lupini brothers came to Cepe Town to open another ~actory, the
second in South A~rica. They opened their ~actory in Woodstock. They
aleo employed workers.

While we still had the workers who were employed when the Woodstock
~actory was started, we were fortunate to be given Works Committee aa
our machinery ~or negotiating vith our employers. We are also very
grate~u1 to the Advice Bureau ~or the lead it has taken. The
organiser of the Advice Bureau visited uS in F..bruary, 197~. 'I.. th..n
d ..cided to ~orm our ~orks Committ..e. We also reQu.... ted somebody to
train us. ~e were given a certain white gentleman, who happene to be
very sympathetic, very understanding, patient and clear in explanatione.
He has shown uS all the channels o~ building mutual co-operation between
the wor~~ers and the employers.

It was not an easy job to ~orm our ~orks Committee, strong opposition
came ~rom an ~Tican clerk in the ~actory who saw the ~ormation of thie
Wor~<s CO~l/IIittee as a threat to his job. They tried to discredit the
six of~icia1s o~ our tJorks Cotnlllittee but event~lly all the workers
accepted the ~orks Committee.

This Works Committee has succeeded in put-ting an end to beatings and
abuses. The workers now get their pay weekly-instead o~ ~ortnightlY

and ten minutee be~ore we knock o~f instead o~ getting pay a~ter knock
of~ time. We are also satis~ied with our overtime pay. The WorkS
COll\Illittee has also succeeded in adjusting public holiday pay. Our
employer has also promised an increase o~ 10c to 56! which comes up to
R4,OO. He has also promised this increase a~ter every two months.

Today we take our hats of~ to the Advice Bureau - we salute itll today,
we also salute Zora Hehlomakulu ~or patience and hard work in trying
to help the un~ortunate workers 01' thie country. ~e wish all the
workers 01' the Vestern Cape success. They must help their Works
Committees in order to help themselves.

DANGERS THREATEN mE ~ORKERS' COUNCIL

It is sad ract, but true, that wherever the workere are trying to
better their conditions, some clever gentlemen will appear on the scene,
first to "lead" the workers, then to confuse them, then to mislead them,
and ~inally to betray them.
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