
Monday 28th April. 1997 

My dear Friends, 

Today is a holiday since Freedom Day was A Sunday, yesterday. 
Business is complaining about too many holidays. We have May 
Day - (Labour) coming up on Thursday. Only 3 working days in a 
week? They do not complain with 5 days for test cricket. For 
criciket and rugby SA comes to a standstill - business does not 
comp'lain. We are a great sporting nation ! 

The Sunday Independent 27/4/97 had an article by John Carlin 
which ends with a biblical injunction - the eye of a needle 
entry to heaven. While workers wages stay stagnant executives 
take home 40x more. From one year to the next Salomon Bros 
executive·s income rose by 1000%. Heinz that great 
philanthropist (which extends to Zimbabwe) took· - nom€- a mean 
45% increase -shame. Of course this is free enterprise which 
underpins democracy or is it vice versa. 

I was talking to a trade unionist recently and they were in 
the midst of talks with management. They were asking for 10% 
increase amongst other demands. Last month coffee cost 15.95. 
this month it costs 19.95. Whose wages goes up from month to 
month like the coffee. Workers would be lucky if they get 5% 
per annum, after begging, strikes etc. 

Workers are saying we have to beg for wages, and what paltry 
wages we earn after mind boggling grovelling. BETTER TO BUST 
THE BANK. Here in SA we have already busted 47 banks this 
year; This greed of big business is the cause of the 
criminalty in our societies. But they own the media and the 
cure is prayers and more prayers and stagnant pay to the 
workers. 
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I am happy to tell you that my "struggle" pension has come at 
last in the sum of RS0,000.00. Well I have never been so rich. 
I wish my boys were around we could go shopping. They hated 
dressing up} Well I have decided to go on a working brigade to 
Cuba. I can afford to do this now that the pension has 
arrived. 

I have thought of the holiday all of you wish me to have in 
the USA. It will be wonderful to visit you. It has been some 
17 years since I saw most of you. Fern and Monroe I saw in 
1982. It would be great seeing all of you - Cathy, Wayne, 
Jimbo, Steve, Carol, Ted etc. The list of your names Monroe 
sent to me last year I have filed away. Forgive me. But Monroe 
will you please send copies of this ' letter to all who 
sponsored my holiday to the USA. 

Thank you so much, I have decided not to accept your 
invitation. I have insurmountable problems coming to the 
States. I cannot do it while Cubans die from lack of insulin 
for sugar diabetes. 
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Suks said I was afraid of enjoying myself. No. Enjoying your 
,., company I am sure I will. There is no doubt on that score. 

I love you all. 

Rather than spend the money on myself, I would much rather the 
money you have put aside for my holiday, be given to the 
solidarity work being done for Cuba. 

1. Rev Lucius Walker Jr - Executive Director IFCO 
2. The Disarm Education Project - Cuban Medical Project. 

OR 
The Rosenberg Fund for Children, 
1145 Main Street Suite 408' 
Springfield Mass 01103. 

I trust you understand. I hope to be in Cuba-· '""in -'!fecember. 
perhaps we can see rt together. 

This photograph was published in the Natal Mercury on the 
23/4/97. The Cosmos blooms still continue their beauty after 
Easter. I send it to all my Lesotho friends who enjoyed its 
beauty, but especially to Cathy, Wayne, Monroe, Rhonda, 
Rebecca and o.thers who sheltered me after the bomb in July 
1979. 

All my love to all of you. 

Phyllis 
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