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Utis b&ok is dediccrted to the g-lrop cf the ma:rtprs 
who sercrfled their lives far the reerliscrtion cf er Jee 
democrcrtic ~outh Afoar. 

"uie wap cf the sZord is open on/p lo heroes, to 
mwards it is fast shut (S)ive up thp /fo and er// tkrt 
thou ha-.s~ so thou mapst a-.ssume the name cf the 
sZord ®n/;J he who lea:ves his son, his Wlfa hir 
riches and hir lfo sher// dnitk jom the vessel cf 
(S)od I 

CJf or 1it truth, he thcrt would fish far pearls ml!Sl dive 
into the deepest depth cf the seer and uke his /fo 1it 
his hands. 

c;])ecrth q/iihts him not he fal'!f ets er// the miserp ef 
bodp and soul 
ciee who stands hesitcrtin5 on the bank and fears 
to dive, 5a:ins nou5ht 
c:56ut the pcrth love is tna:I bp jlre Ute coward 
shrinks berck jom it 
cj/f}J who dares the leap 1itttJ the jlre, attains ewrhstin5 
bliss. " 
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This story is an abstract of press reports, speeches, documents and quotations. 

Part One is about the life story of Valliamma. 
Part Two records various tributes and memorials to 
her. 
Part Three is the contributions and sacrifices of the 
Tamil people during the Passive Resistance 
campaign, by Mahatma Gandhi. 

Yana Pillay Trustee, Natal Tamil Vedic Society Trust, founding President 
(1991 ), President (1998), Tamil Federation of KwaZulu Natal (previously 
Natal Tamil Federation), past Vice-President - South African Tamil Federation 

Copyright 2006 - Yana Pillay 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication 
may be reproduced. 
Publishers - ©lndosafrican Enterprises™ 

This life story may have never been documented had it not been for the 
dedicated endeavours for the preservation and promotion of Tamil by my 
family past and present. 

A request in June 2005, from a lady in India, via the Indian Consulate to the 
Institute for Black Research University of KwaZulu-Natal rekindled my old 
desire to research Valliamma, to Enuga Reddy for all the assistance via Ramy 
Pillay and your emotional plea years ago, that someone will document this 
special soul. 

To my dear friend, Ramy whose vieMlfor many years was thijt "very little 
was done to correctly record the contribu.tion and sacrifices made by the 
women and men from 1870 to 1930. During which your parents and 
grandparents were imprisoned, I assure you Ramy that this is the beginning 
of a few more books to be documented, notably Thambi Naidoo , P. K. 
Naidoo (great grandfather) of Santha Naidoo (Durban) your family and 
others. 

2 

History is often at the mercy of power driven elites, shrouded in the mists, if not, 
the myths of a particular ideology. The writer once incurred the wrath of the once 
mighty Department of Indian Affairs when, as a teacher, he dared to challenge their 
version of the "murder" of Piet Retief and Dirk Uys by the Zulu King, Dingaan, who 
was portrayed as a murderous savage. 

This comes strongly to mind when one considers just how tardily one of the greatest 
heroines of the South African experience, Valliammah Munuswami Mudliar, has 
thus far been treated in the recording of the struggle against racist exploitation. 

By the turn of the 19th century, the virus of colonialism had permeated every facet 
1 of life in the colonised world to the extent that the oppressed had almost come to 
· accept their lot as being a fact of life. Resistance, however passive and innocuous, 

was ruthlessly crushed by a seemingly all-powerful oppressor. 

In such circumstances political activism demanded enormous courage. The history 
books tell us that into such a wasteland stepped a young lawyer, Mohandas 
Karamchand Gandhi, later to be hailed as a Mahatma for forging the powerful mass 
weapon of Satyagraha in the fight against political oppression. The history books 

1 also tell us of the valiant contributions of many high profile freedom fighters. 

What has, however, not been sufficiently highlighted is the vital contribution of 
three selfless souls, amongst others, Thambi Naidoo, H.O. Ally and Valliamma 
Munuswami Mudliar. When Gandhi was roused to action by his first personal taste 
of racism, he realised that political activism would be useless without the support 
of the masses. Thumbi Naidoo was a pioneer trade unionist who had gained huge 
support amongst indentured labourers. Together with H.O. Ally, he formed the 
Indian Congress in Johannesburg in 1893. Thus becoming the lynch pin of the 
organisation launched by Gandhi, the Natal Indian Congress. 

Inspirational leadership is a strong element in mass activism. From among the ranks 
of theoppressed rose a young woman, Valliamma Mu nu swami Mudliar, barely out 
of her teens, whose commitment and fearlessness was such that she gave her life 

1 to the cause. In the following pages is recorded the inspiring story of a dauntless 
! young woman to whom South Africa stands in debt. 

It is fitting that this tribute to Valliamma has been put together by Yana Pillay. Yana 
has spent countless hours, even neglecting his own business, in his determined 
quest to lift the mists of our distorted history. South African society is richer for the 
presence of such clear-sighted, selfless people. 

RONNIE GOVENDER 
Author of "Song of the Atman" 
Receipient of the Commonwealth Writer's Award 
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Tribute 
A TRIBUTE TO THE LATE VALLIAMMA MUNSWAMI MUDLIAR 

A HEROINE IN THE STRUGGLE FOR LIBERATION 
South Africa more than any other country, has seen acts of despotic and autocratic 
Governments. Our Country has seen the evils of Colonialsm, Racism, Apartheid and 
grave injustice that were a transgression against humanity as a whole. 

!t is against this background, that great souls have emerged to lead us out of darkness. 
Unfortunately, many of these great people have more often than not, been relegated 
to anonymity. The sad point of this aspect of our history has been that many persons 
have gained accolades, which they did not really deserve. So many have climbed on 
the bandwagon, to gain credit, at the exclusion of the genuine heroes. 

One such genuine martyr, who should have been placed .on top of the ladder of great 
heroes, was Valliamma Munswami. We hope that this publication can bring to the 
notice of South Africans and the authorities concerned, the immense sacrifice and 
heroics that Valliamma had made towards the Liberation of the people of South Africa. 
We hope that she be given posthumously the recognition that she richly deserves. 

Valliamma lived in an era, where there was scant respect for people of Colour. Prisons 
were rat holes and prisoners were treated in inhumane fashion. This was especially so, 
if you were a political prisoner. lhis stripling of a girl chose to go to prison, under such 
inhumane conditions for her principles and the amelioration of the suffering of her 
fellow South Africans. It is said that on her deathbed, she told Gandhiji, that she was 
willing to go back to prison, if necessary. 

Valliamma rendered assistance during the Passive Resistance Movement. She committed 
herself to the movement at Charlestown, Dundee, Ladysmith, Dannhauser, Maritzburg, 
Tongaat and Durban. When she re-entered the Transvaal (now Gauteng), she was 
arrested and convicted together with her mother and other women to three months 
imprisonment, with hard labour. At the time she was barely 15 years of age. It is 
remarkable that a girl can make such great sacrifice at such a tender, young age. 
Valliamah passed away in 1914, only 11 days after her release from prison. 

About a decade ago, The Transvaal Tamil Federation, The Indian Embassy and the 
Johannesburg City Council commemorated Valliamma's burial place at a ceremony at 
the Brixton Cemetery in Johannesburg. Her tomb was aptly set up next to that of Enos 
Santonga, a hero and also the composer of our National Anthem. At this ceremony, 
Mr Gopal Krishna Gandhi, the High Commissioner of India, gave one of the most 
stirring and finest speeches ever delivered, in honour of Valliamma. 

It is indeed an honourable task by people such as Yana Pillay to bring to the notice of 
all South Africans that such people, such as Valliamma existed and contributed to our 
freedom. 

SATHIA PILLAY 
Past President 
South African Tamil Federation - 1984-1997 
Past Chairman ANC - Laudium Branch 
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Message:from Roy Paclayachre 
It is indeed a great privilege and honour to convey 
a message on the occasion of the publication of the 
tribute to a most revered freedom fighter in the 
liberation history of our country, the passive resistor 
Satygrahi Valliamma Munswami Mudliar. 

The tribute to Valliamma comes at an especially 
important time in our historical transition from 
Apartheid to Democracy. This year marks our second 
year into the second decade of our democracy and 
freedom. It is also a year in which we are celebrating 

Radhakrishna the commemoration of significant anniversaries in 
Padayachie (Roy) our political calendar. We are commemorating the 

Deputy Minister of 100th anniversary of Satygraha and the Bhambatha 
Communications rebellion, the 50th year of the Women's march to 

. the Union Buildings in August 1956
1 

the 30th 
anniversary of the_ So:-veto uprisings and the 10th anniversary of the adoption 
of the new Const1tut1on of South Africa. 

The passive resistance struggle of the Gandhi era of which Valliamma was 
a leading woman Satygrahi constituted an important historical foundation 
of ~on-violent. resistance ~hat ~~t the platform for the liberation struggle 
against _apartheid. It was this resilience and tenacity of passive resistors such 
as Vall1amma that built the principled and fearless foundation for the 
contri_bu!ion oft~~ lnd!an people in the effort to remove repressive and 
explo1tat1ve cond1t1ons 111 South Africa. 

Not even the fear of death detracted her from her steadfast resistance to 
oppression. 

Her lifetime contribution to a better South Africa will forever remain a 
beacon to the idea that our democratic future must at all costs be safeguarded 
by truth, honesty, struggle and self-sacrifice. 

We salute a great heroine of our people, a martyr for the struggle of freedom 
in South Africa. 

Valliamma's life is a fitting reminder that we all owe the future to our children. 

RADHAKRISHNA PADAYACHIE (ROY) 
Deputy Minister of Communications 
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fr:6cdonv.Dayi· 

Loganathan Naidoo 
Deputy Mayor - e Thekwini Municipality 

Freedom Day being such an 
historic day for the people of 
South Africa, credit must be 
given to the Natal Tamil Vedic 
Society Trust and Yana Pi I lay 
for dedicating this day to the 
heroines and heroes, some 
sadly forgotten, who have 
made the utmost sacrifices, 
enabling our beloved Rainbow 
Nation to be where its today. 

Yana Pillay's research on 
Valliamma and soon to be 
released story of Thambi 
Naidoo, will correctly record 
the past political contribution 
of the people. 

After thispre-launch, the Municipality of eThekwini will look 
forward to the major launch, showcasing these two great souls 
of our country,a nd the 13 women who were jailed with her, 
which included Mrs Kasturba Gandhi. 

LOGANATHAN NAIDOO 
Deputy Mayor 
eThekwini Municipality 
(City of Durban) 
South Africa 
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MR MUNUSWAMI MUDLIAR 

MR MUNUSWAMI MUDLIAR 
Father of Valliamma. 

Together with Thambi Naidoo, H.O. Ally, P.K. Naidoo and 
others resisted racial discrimination from 1890 which led 
to the formation of the Indian Congress in 1893 by Thambi 

Naidoo and H.O. Ally 
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Gandhi 011 the'demise iof Valliamma 

It is with extreme regret we announce the death of Miss Val laimmal, the eldest 
daughter of Mr Moonsamy Moodliar of Johannesburg on the 22nd instant at 
Johannesburg, after her conviction and also after her release, was suffering greatly. 

The late Miss Vallaimma was born in Johannesburg in 1898 and attended the 
Government School. She joined a passive resistance struggle on he 29th October 
last and proceeded to Newcastle with a party of ladies. 

She rendered assistance at Charlestown, Dundee, Ladysmith, Dannhauser, 
Maritzburg, Tongaat and Durban. She eventually re-crossed the Transvaal border 
and was convicted with her mother and others, at Volksrust on the 22nd of 
December 1913, to three months imprisonment with hard labour and was 
discha(ged on the 11th instant in terms of the Provisional Agreement. 

Her father is one of the pioneer Indian settlers of the Transvaal. He was once in 
gaol as a passive resistance and during the last campaign was very ill and only 
came out of the hospital where he underwent an operation recently. We share 
the sorrows of the parents and express our deepest sympathy at their irreparable 
loss. 

MAHATMA GANDHI 
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Miss yaliamina Moonsamy,_ Mrs ~ahabeer, Mrs Veerasamy 
Mrs V.S. Naidoo, Mrs Moonswam, (Va/1,amma's mother), Mrs V.S. Pi/lay, 

Mrs Moonsamy Moodley spent three months in gaol. 
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The path of the struggle for freedom in SA was long and arduous. Those who 
believed that discrimination against the majority of South African's population 
was unjust, participated irrespective of age, gender, race or religious affiliation. 
One such stalwart was VALLIAMMA MUNUSWAMl MUDLIAR. 

Born on 1898 to Munuswami 1 a fresh and vegetable hawker, and Mangalam 
Mudliar in Mooi Street, Doomfontein, Johannesburg, a year before the first Anglo
Boer War and five years after the arrival of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, 
Valliammal's destiny to campaign for a just society was inevitable. 

Born into a family of passive resisters, with her parents having served terms of 
imprisonment during the resistence movement, Valliammal, being the oldest of 
four children, accompanied them to various political meetings chaired by either 
Gandhi or Thambi Naidoo. The discussions at these meetings left an indelible 
mark on the young child's mind. Therefore it was not unusual for Valliammal to 
take the stage at political rallies and with her dynamic personality, draw the 
attention of the leaders of the time. It was also not unusual for her to volunteer 
her time when a call was made to trangress the Transvaal border in defiance of 
the unjust laws against Indians. It was also not unusual for her to address political 
gatherings, coercing people to down tools and join the Passive Resistence 
Movement. 

Like other children in the neighbourhood, she attended the Doomfontein 
Government Primary School which attracted children of all races. She displayed 
great enthusiasm and was a bright pupil, having a flair for Indian dance and music. 

When the call was made for resumption of Passive Resistence, her politicisation 
and involvement with the Transvaal Tamil Benefit Society made it easy for her to 
take a decision to join. 

When Gandhi's appeals to Smuts to have the Immigration Regulation Act of 1913 
rescinded had failed and when Justice Searle of the Cape Supreme Court declared 
on 14 March 1913 the illegality of marriages not contractred according to Christian 
rites, Passive Resistance was resumed. 

On 29 October 1913, 11 women set out Tolsoy Farm in the Transvaal to the Natal 
Border, courting arrest. Among them, the youngest, was Valliamma Munuswami. 
For the next 117 days, she featured in marches and demonstrations in the Transvaal, 
Orange Free State and Natal against unjust and discriminatory laws promulgated 
against Indians. 
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The women first marched into Vereeniging hoping, when they cross the Free State 
Border and ret_urned, they would be arrested. They spent a few days in Vereeniging 
where they tried to get arrested by going around with baskets, hawking. They 
were not arrested. According to Gandhi, had the women been arrested in 
Vere:=niging, the Coal Miner's Strike would have not taken place, neither would 
Passive Resistence have reach the proportions it did. 

Valliammal and her entourage then decided to cross the Natal border illegally. 
There too ~he police _did not arrest them. Their brief in Newcastle was to organise 
the coal miners to Join the protest action. The plan of action, according to Gandhi 
was; "(1) In Newcastle the women should meet the indentured labourers and their 
wives., ~ive them a true idea of their conditions and persuade them to go on strike 
on the issue of the 3 Pound tax. The strike was to commence on my arrival at 
Newcastle. But the mere presence of these women was like a lighted matchstick 
to dry fuel. Women who had never before slept except on soft beds and had 
seldom so much so as they opened their mouths, now delivered public speeches 
among the indentured labourers. 

Th_e latter was roused and, even before I arrived, were all for commencing the 
strike. The project was full of risk. I got a wire from Mr Naidoo. Mr Kallenbach 
went to Newcastle and the strike began. By the time I reached there Indians in 
two coal mines had already stopped work. I saw that the people's ~nthusiasm 
was tremendous. The government could not tolerate the presence of the women 
and finally they were sent to a gaol as vegabonds". 

The efforts of the women roused the emotions of approximately 60 000 farm and 
mine workers into action. Valliammal took to the streets in Charlesworth Dundee 
Ladysmith, Dannh~user, Pietermaritzburg, Tongaat and Durban with fie;y rallyin~ 
call, Shatham prat1 satyam (Truth against a rogue). 

Eventually, on 22 December 1913, almost two months after setting out from 
Tolstoy Farm, Valliammal re-entered the Transvaal. She, together with her mother 
a~d others, were arrested at Volksrust and sentenced to three months imprisonment 
with hard labour, serving their sentences at the Pietermaritzburg Prison. 

Just 15 years old, and extremly ill on her arrest, her condition deteriorated further 
in pris?~' becoming bedridden. Such was her tenacity that when the prison 
authorities offered to release her on medical grounds, she refused. However, after 

' Indian Opinion, October 30, 1909; Collected Works of .l,iahatma. Gandhi.Volume 9, page 447 
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The late Naryasamy, who was deported 
to India as a Passive Resister and who 
died at Delagoa Bay after being hunted 
fromPort to Port in South Africa by the 

Union Government. 

Mr A.M. Badat, of Volksrust, who 
rendered great service during the strike. 

Mrs D. M. Lazarus of Newcastle, who 
bravely worked for the comfort of 

Indian women and the strikers. 
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Mr Albert Christopher 
who assisted in the 
organisation of the 

Relief Camp at 
Newcastle, and figured 

prominently in the 
Durban strike. 

a provisional agreement was reached between Gandhi and General Smuts, she 
was released from prison on 11 February 1914, wasted away. 

Gandhi, writing in Satyagraha in South Africa, describes Valliammal after visiting 
heron release from prison. 

She was confined to her bed when I saw her. As she was a tall girl, her emaciated 
body was a terrible thing to behold. 

"Valliammal, you do not repent of your having gone to jail?" I asked" Repent? I 
am even now ready to go to jail if I am arrested," said Valliammal "But what if it 
results in your death?" I pursued "I don't mind it. Who would not die for one's 
motherland?" was the reply. 

On 22 February 1914, eleven days after the release from prison, Valliammal 
Munusamy Mudliar, the child martyr breathed her last. 

Her rallying call ... Shatham Prati Satyam ... truth against a rogue ... continues 
to inspire millions around the world. When Gandhi returned to India in 1915 1 he 
spoke about Valliammal at just about every public meeting. 

Valliammal was among the few child activists in the Indian political spectrum 
who sacrificed their lives for justice. Sammy Nagappen was sentenced to 10 days 
hard labour on 21 June 1909. Narayansamy was another activist who was deported 
to India. He was held prisoner at en route for two months. He died on board the 
ship transporting him to India. Then there was Ahmed Mohammed who also died 
after imprisionment. All of them including Valliammal were teenagers. 

Mourning the death of Valliammal, Gandhi wrote: "Miss Valliammal Munusamy, 
a woman who sought imprisonment in protest against a marriage law that 
dishonoured her parents marriage and cast a stigma upon her own birth. Her 
sudden and unexpected demise, two (sic) days after her return home, holds in it 
all the elements of tragedy. We mourn the loss of a noble daughter of India who 
did her simple duty without question, and who has set an example of womanly 
fortitude, pride and virtue that will, we are sure, not to be lost upon the Indian 
community. We tender to her family our most respectful sympathy. 

Valliammal was buried at the Braamfontein Cemetery in Johannesburg. Thousands 
of mourners attended her funeral. As a child she sought no special comforts, nor 
expected any favours, nor did she want any comfort for herself. She wanted her 
people to be free. 
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The family of Valliamma in Laudium and Lenasia, to her 
nephew Gopalkrishna Moodleys (passed away 08/10/2004) 
family, his daughter Vasin and the other members, my 
heartfelt thanks for the special hospitality afforded to me 
during mymany visits to your homes. The photographs 
and other information were invaluable. May Lord Siva 
bless you al I and we thank him for such a great soul. 

Saths Chettiar - secretary, Tamil Federation of KwaZulu
Natal for your historical documents. 

Ramesh Harcharan and the Institute for Black Research, 
University of KwaZulu-Natal for contributions to Part 
One. 

Mr M.V. Rajah and Mr Sivi Pather, chairman and Vice
Chairman of the Natal Tamil Vedic Trust. 

Mrs G. Karna Pi I lay for the float from India and the Tamil 
introduction. 

Mr M.V. Bobby Reddy Rays Removal. 

To Raj and Jay Pillay and their dedicated staff at Alba 
Lithographers, Durban 

Author Ronny Govender - our past president, Mr Sathia 
Pillay 

Mr Ramy Pillay - Johannesburg 

Mr Enuga S. Reddy India 

Soobrie Pillay Family Trust 
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Heroines in the struggle 

Reverence and respect for our woman in the Millennnium 

VALLAIMMAL MUNUSAMY 

At the memorial ceremony to Valliamma, 
held at the Braamfontein Cemetery on 
20 April 1997, Shri Gopalkrishna 
Gandhi, the Indian High Commissioner 
in South Africa made one of the most 
powerful and poignant speeches ever 
made on this sub-continent. This is the 
content of his speech 

Valliammal was a girl of 16, when she accompanied the Thambi Naidoo Family 
to the Free state where they were expected to be arrested. They then crossed over 
into Natal, travelling from mine to mine, speaking for the indentured labourers and 
their families and urging them to go on strike. The women were arrested as 
"vegabonds" and sentenced to imprisonment with Hard labour. 

Valliamma, died of illness on 22 Feb, 1914 almost immediately after her release 
from the Pietermaritzburg prison: Gandhi said, "so great was her enthusiasm for 
her people, that she gave her life for them". 

There is something wisp like about you, Valliamma that eludes us. No longer a 
child, not yet a woman. What made you decide to join the marches, to become a 
revolutionary? 

The others will be much older, were they not? Mostly married women and men 
stung into action by the law that disrecognised Indian marriages. You were bearly 
fifteen (15) and unmarried ... 

You joined them, nonetheless, joined them on a long dusty march, down the fields, 
down the roads, eating little, sleeping less, you joined them. I can picture YOU, 
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jumping over the runnels of water, doe stepped, with the light of youth in your eyes, 
helping the older marches along. I can imagine you comforting the mother who 
lost her baby in the gushing steam, can see you being the life of the determined 
group of marchers, the "Transvaal Party". Did they sing as they marched, Tamil 
songs, perhaps with ones in Hindi or in Gandhibhai's language Gujarati? I wonder 
what your thoughts were ... during the march. You had not been to India (as far as 
we know) so you could have not pictured your ancestral village, its a little temple, 
its paddy fields ... You were South African, of South African Earth, knowing its only 
sugar cane acres and its mines. But whatever your thoughts were, they were certainly 
about life, about living ... about the future. Death could not have entered your 
mind. Certainly not you impending death. 

You were there when the police arrived. Raising, I imagine, a mushroom of arrogant 
dust. You were there when the arrests began. I wonder what you felt when you 
entered the prison gates, when the iron doors danged shut behind you. You, a child 
of the sun and the air, what did your mind say when you entered the dark and damp 
of Maritzburg jail? Did Kasturba speak to you about what lay ahead, did someone 
say to you: "Child so this is it ! We have chosen to suffer so here we are ... " But 
perhaps it was you. Valliammal ... yes it must have been you who took the others' 
trembling hands into your own and raised their morale, in whatever language, do 
you, to comfort her or him. You only need human care and will. 

That, Valliamma, you certainly had. You had will. The will to dare, to die. When 
you took ill, Valliamma, did you ... fear the worst? Did any doctor come, perhaps 
some different doctor did come but you did not like to be examined by some strange 
man who seemed not to keen to examine you. On the other hand, he perhaps was 
a caring soul and I do him injustice. You must understand Valliammal, that I and 
all those present here are so conscious of the venality of the system that jailed you 
despite ourselves we monsterize the whole scene. Perhaps it was not a man but a 
woman doctor who saw you in one like herself but also a very different person
supremely different, radiant, confident. On the other hand, Valliammal, perhaps no 
doctor came at all. .. Professor Nicky Padayachee, a doctor who works in the 
Johannesburg City Council as Chief Executive Officer, is determined to get the exact 
circumstances of your illness. 

The fact remains, Valliamma, that when you left the jail, you were grievously ill. 
The food you and other woman marchers from the Natal Party and from the Transvaal 
Party like yourself had been given was unfit for consumption. And you will remember, 
you were given hard labour .. you had been assigned to do laundry work. 
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To have to live on food that was virtually inedible and then to wash clothes 
... That must have been hard. You had traiped through the march, entered 
the jail cage at Maritzburg like a bird. But by the time the prison gates 
opened, ever so creakily, ever so grudingly, to let you return home, you 
were too ill - and here again I am imagining the scene - too ill to walk. You 
must have been helped out by other woman Sathagrahis ... paavam, 
kuzhanthai. .. 11 they must have said ... "poor child" .. .Did you hush their words 
of concern, Valliamma, with your special confidence" ... Naanpaavamum 
ille, Kuzhanthaiyum ille ... 11 

(
11 1 am neither poor, nor am I a child). 

The Mahatma visited you when you ill. 11The Mahatma .... who is that? you 
ask. I should have known better, you did not know him by that name. 
Gandhibhai, as he is known to you and your generation here, came to cal I 
Mahatma in India, some years later, Valliamma, you were very ill indeed 
when he saw you. Your immaciated body was a terrible thing, he said, to 
behold. When he asked if you did not repent of your having gone to jail, 
you said to him, "Repent? I am even now ready to go to jail again if I as am 
arrested ... 11 he persisted with his quiet questioning, Valliammal. "But what 
if results in your death?" he asked. 

Now, ordinary people visiting those who were unwell do not talk about 
death even though the possibility of the patient's death is uppermost in their 
minds. But Gandhi was no ordinary sort of man, you see. He too was utterly 
unafraid. You were speaking as one Sathyagrahi to another, 11 1 do not mind 
it," you told him, "Who would not love to die for one's motherland?" 

Motherland ... Again, Valliammal, I wonder if you spoke in Tamil, Perhaps 
you did and there was an interpretor. Perhaps you said, 11Thaainadu ... 11 

Perhaps, 11 Naadu 11 or 11 Desam 11
• You meant your ancestral home, the village 

you had heard of, your province, your mother India, but you also meant the 
cause of Indian self respect in South Africa ... And somewhere in the distant 
horizon, the cause of human self respect and dignity in the whole of South 
Africa. 
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Miss Valiama (inset top) who died durin~ the Passive Resistance $lruggle. Even in 
her death bed, bravely replied Gandhij, that she will court arrest and die in jail. 

The unveiling was performed by Mrs Charles Phhilip. (Inset bottom). 

ABOVE: The late S. Nagappen, who 
died after release from the 
Johannesburg Prison Road-Camp 
as a Passive Resister 
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ABOVE: Mr C.K. Thambi Naidoo the 
"old offender". A many-times ardent 
gaol-bird and the energetic chairman 
of the Tamil Benefit Society. 



We can tell you now, Valliamml, that this year when we gathered at your 
grave-site is the fifteenth year of India's freedom. We became free fifty years 
ago under the same leader who led your pilgrim band here. He returned to 
India the year after he visited you, then year after your great march, the year 
after your martyrdom. He returned to a hero, Valliamma. A hero who had 
succeeded here, who had brought the white government of South Africa to 
agree on an honourable redress of the grieviences. But his success was 
unabled in no small measure by that great march, Valliammal, by the jailings, 
the sufferings and those pilgrims prisioners so uniquely symbolised by your 
martyrdom. "The name Valliammal will live1 

11 he wrote, "as long as India 
lives," He has not given such praise to many." 

Valliammal, where you lie is a headstone that was unveiled in his presence. 
It is in fact a milestone, a great and unique land mark in the History of India's 
freedom from colonialism and the liberation of South Africa from apartheid. 
For South Africa too is now free. Its President Nelson Mandela has said on 
many occasion that what Gandhi did in South Africa inspired the sons and 
daughters of his country to organize themselves in a mass struggle to fight 
for their own freedom. 

This, your grave, which has slipped out of public memory for years under 
apartheid was "re-discovered." Thanks to the great efforts of Professor James 
Hunt and the never-say-die perseverance of persons like Enuga Reddy and 
Ramy Pillay. You do not know their names Valliammal. But your name is 
legend with them, with all of us. Your grave is not a grave as it is a cradle 
of the revolution that won its goal here and then went on to win it in India 
too. Valliammal, you will be pleased to hear that Nagappan, who had died 
in 1909 and of who you must have heard has also had his grave re-discovered 
here, not far from yours. Thanks to the authorities here and people like Mr 
Allan Buff who has also re-accessed old cemetery records. Nagappan is being 
commemorated here. Another Satyagrahi, another Tamil, another Indian, 
another South African, another martyr. Your family is present here, Valliammal, 
your brothers and sisters are here. And you are being honoured here today 
by the veteran South African leader Walter Sisulu, in the presence of the 
decendants of Ahmed Mohammed Cachalia and Thambi Naidoo, E.I. Asvat, 
L.W. Ritch, Nana Sita all of whom were Gandhi's associates or followers 
here. In other words your family is here together with your extended family. 
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Amid the swirling autumn leaves at the Braamfontein Cemetery, the graves of two Indian 
teenagers who died unsung heroes while resisting the law earlier this century were rededicated. 

Several hundred people, including Walter Sisulu, Transport Minister Mac Maharaj and 
greater Johannesburg mayor Isaac Mofase, came to pay their respects to two people who 
never appeared in history books, and whose families are still exploring the meaning of their 
deaths. 

Together with a group of women who took up the Satyagraha campaign in 1913, she refused 
to be party to the legal system that disenfranchised Indians, did not recognise their marriages, 
and required each Indian over the age of 18 to carry a permit 

The group courting arrest for illegally crossing the border and hawkirig in the streets, 
travelled first to the Free State and 
then to Newcastle in Natal. Here they 
went from mine to mine urging 
i n d e n t u r e d workers to go on 
ffi~ ~ 

The success of 
saw two mines 
their arrest and 
imprisonment 
in 1914. 
from ill health 
release from the 
jail. 

their campaign 
close, and led to 
sentence to 
with hard labour 
Valliamma died 
shortly after her 
Pietermaritzburg 

Rembered with respect ... one of the fathers of South 
"Finally she is Africa's liberation struggle, Walter Sisulu, unveils being recognised 
for w~at she did. the tombstone of one ofthe struggle's unsung heroes, She put her life on 
the lme for the Swami Nagappen, who die died 1909. future we now 
have," said her great nephew Kevin Moonsamy at the emotional ceremony. 

But perhaps the most moving words came from Indian High Commissioner Gopalkrishna 
Gandhi, as he imagined Munusarny's possible thoughts during her suffering. "You were 
no longer a child, and not yet a woman and you had the will to dare, the willto die." 

Nearly five years earlier, during the first part of the passive resistance campaign, an unknown 
18-year-old was sentenced to ( l 0) days imprisonment with hard labour for hawking without 
a permit. 

Swami Nagappen died of double pneumonia and resultant heart failure six days after his 
discharge from prison on July 6, his body bruised and covered with weals. 

An official inquiring at the time exonerated prison officials and rejected allegations of 
atrocious conditions at the prison camp out-,ide Johannesburg. 
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The Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Kalaigner M Karunanidhi has sent a special 
message for this occasion, which will be read in a moment. He has also 
suggested that a couplet from the great Thirukkural be inscribed on the site. 
It is a moving couplet that says it al I. 

I am reminded particularly today of one person who was with you in the 
Maritzburg jail: Kasturba. Both of you were prisoners together and she too 
became a martyr. Coincidentally, she was to die on the very same date, 
February 22, exactly 30 years later in 1944. both of you were Maritzburg co
prisoners and your deaths are not deaths, but proclamations of the indomitable 
spirit of Satyagraha. 

So, wisp like and exclusive that you are, Valliammal, your martyrdom is a 
monument of freedom. You died so that your compatriots could live in 
freedom. But Valliamma, I would be false to your memory if I did not say 
that the freedom we have achieved in India is still incomplete in many ways. 
But in one respect more than any other. Our women, Valliammal, are not 
half as free as they should be. The majority of our women are not yet regarded 
by the majority of our men as their equal partners: they are not yet empowered. 

'Empowered" is not a word that was used in your days, it is a relatively new 
word. But you symbolised empowerment. The majority of our women was 
expected generally within the first twenty years of their lives, to be daughters, 
sisters, daughter-in-laws, wives, mother. That is, to be every thing but 
themselves. Only a small proportion of them are in the professions, and even 
smaller in our legislatures and parliament. But more importantly, their absolute 
numbers in India demand attention. For every 1000 males there are not 1000 
females, as they ought to be, but only 930. Why? Is it that Indian women 
cannot access health care in the same way as Indian men can? Is it that the 
girl child, the girl infant and the female foetus face discrimination? It is a fact, 
Valliammal, that India women, particularly in rural and tribal area, have to 
walk several kilometers not 2 or 3 but 10, 20 or 30, every day to fetch water 
and fuel wood. It is known that very often the head load of fuel is heavier 
than girl or women who is carrying it. It is cruedly male dominated, to put 
it more directly. Had you been alive, I know that you have fought to change 
this. 
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Mrs Sivprasad, Miss Minnatjee and Mrs Somar, who went to gaol for 
the cause. 

Hanifa Bibi (Mrs Shaikh 
Mehtab's mother) who suffered 
three months' imprisonment as 

a Passive Resister. 
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. The situation is changing, but not fast enough. In a recently inaugurated 

programme, a pioneering scheme for female literacy has been announced. 

It is going to benefit woman in states where female literacy rates are very 

low. Your province, Tamil Nadu, has already shown how change can be 

brought about In the district of Pudukkottai, woman have thought of a novel 

way of reaching unaccessed villages to spread female literacy. A pioneering 

district collector, a woman by the name of Sheela Rani Chunkath, encouraged 

woman literacy workers to take the bicycle and move in large numbers and 

cycle to these villages. A "bicycle revolution" started in that district with tens 

and hundreds of women beginning a kind movement on bicycles, spreading 

the message not just of female literacy but of female mobility, of momentum 

and progress. Songs were composed bringing to the cycle revolution a new 

spirit of freedom and adventure. How marvellously, Valliammal, would you 

have led this revolution. 

In a poem to Gandhi after his assassination the poetess Sarojini Naidu said 

to him "REST NOT in Peace" You, Valliammal, have rested in a kind and 

artificial peace of all these decades since 1914. Now 

bestir yourself. And rest not 

of India and South Africa 

with their daughters leading 

Sarojini Naidu, poet and a 

Movement, India. Former 

African Indian Congress and 

National Congress of India. 
· Sarojini Naidu, 

in peace, until the freedom 

reach for their completion 

their sons to equality. 

leader of the Indian National 

President of the South 

President of he Indian 

"I send a special message poet and a leader of affection and admiration 
of the Indian 

to my dear sisters and National Move- daughters who are displaying 

a brave part in the South ment, India. Afircan Passive Resistance 

Movement". "The heart of every woman here in India is filled with pride 

and faith in you. By your brave action, you have upheld the ideal of Indian 

womanhood and have exalted the honour of your ancestral motherland. 
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by E. S. Reddy 

Valliamma R. Munuswami Mudaliar was the most revered martyr of the 
1913 satyagraha led by Gandhjji in South Africa. 

A 16-year-old girl from Johannesburg, when Gandhiji invited women and 
workers to enter the struggle, she joined her mother and a group of women 
from Johannesburg who hawked without permit in the Transvaal, then 
crossed the Transvaal-Natal border and went on to Newcastle to exhort 
the workers to go on strike. As they were not arrested, Valliamma proceeded 
to other towns in Natal appealing to workers to strike and was finally 
arrested before she recrossed the Transvaal border at Volksrust. Charged 
with vagrancy, she was sentenced to three months in prison. 

She was ill when she was jailed and her condition deteriorated in prison. 
Yet she refused an offer of early release by the authorities, and stayed in 
prison until the provisional agreement between GandhUi and General 
Smuts. She died on February 22, 1914, eleven days after release. 

Gandhiji wrote in Satyagraha in South Africa: 11 
... the name of Valliamma 

will live in the history of South African "Satyagraha" long as India lives. 11 

One of his last acts beforeleaving South Africa in 1914 was to arrange a 
ceremony to unveil gravestones for Valliamma, Thomas Padayachee and 
Nagappan (another martyr) in the Braamfontein Cemetery. 

1. Mr E. S. Reddy, a national of India, was Director of the United Nations 
Centre against Aparthed from 1963 to 1984, and Assistant Secretary
General of the United Nations, 1983-1985. Since his retirement from the 
United Nations Institute for Training and Research and member of the 
Council of Trustees of the International Defence and Aid Fund for Southern 
Africa. 

He visited South Africa for the first time in September 1991, at the invitation 
of the Universities of Witwatersrand, Durban-Westville and Western Cape. 
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Honour the Martyrs · . 
by f. S. Reddy 

Gandhiji constantly 'stressed that' satyagraha is not mere jail-going. He 
warned as early as 1909: 

"A satyagrahi must be afraid neither of imprisonment nor of deportation. He 
must neither mind being reduced to poverty, nor be frightened, if it comes 
to that, of being mashed into pulp with a mortar and pestle. 111 

It was already clear that though satyagraha is a totally non-violent and 
civilised form of resistance, the oppressors would try to break it by resort 
to an escalation of brutality, together with "dirty tricks" to confuse and divide 
the ranks of the resisters. 

The satyagrahis in South Africa were at first sentenced to short terms of 
simple imprisonment. But as the movement proceeded, the courts handed 
down longer sentences with hard labour. Prison conditions became harsher 
even for women and their small children. The Government resorted to illegal 
deportations to India and pressure was exerted by European creditors on 
Indian merchants - to force them into insolvency. At the last stage of the 
satyagraha in 1913, the workers who went on strike were subjected to brutal 
assaults by the army and mounted police, as well as mine and estate 
managers. 

The satyagraha led to the martyrdom of several resisters, and injuries and 
shattered health to many more. 

Gandhiji in Satyagraha in South Africa, and earlier in Indian Opinion, wrote 
moving accounts in tribute to four martyrs: Sammy Naqappan, a teenager 
who died of pneumonia after being forced to break stones in bitter cold; A. 
Narayanaswami, who was not allowed to land, for two months when he 
returned from illegal deportation, though shivering on the open deck without 
adequate clothes; Valliamma, the young girl who refused to seek release 
from - prison - despite serious illness and died soon after completing her 
sentence and Harbat Singh an illiterate 70-year-old worker who insisted on 
serving prison .. 

1 lndiiln Opinion, October 30, 1909; Collected Works of Mah;itma, Gandhi.Volume 9, page 447 
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The late Harbatsingh, a 
Hindustani stalwart who died 

in Durban gaol. 
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Widow and sons of 
Se/van, a free labourer, 
shot dead during the 
strike. The eldest son 
Antonimuthu, received 
three bullet wounds. 

ABOVE: Widow and 
orphan of Pachiappan, 
an Indian striker on the 
Coast, shot dead during 

the strike. 



MR RAMY PILLAY 
c/o S.A. Tamil Federation 
P.O. Box 13147 
Laudium 0037 

Dear Ramy 

I was shocked on my last visit to South Africa, when I wished to pay tribute to Val liamma, 
Nagapen and Thaoms, to hear that the tombstones of these martyrs - precious not only for 
the Indian community in South Africa but for India - had been removed by the Johannesburg 
municipality, under United Party management, during the era of apartheid. I hope that the 
Indian Government and the Indian community in South Africa - as well as the African National 
Congress - will denounce this act of desecration and ensure the restortion of the memorials. 

But there were many more martyrs in the struggle who have been forgotten and deserve to 
be recalled and honoured, one of them being G.K. Thambi Naidoo. 

Gandhiji mentioned that two infants died during the Great March of October-November 
1913 - one of exposure and the other of drowning, falling from the arms of its mother while 
she was crossing a spruit. Little is known of their parents. 

Gandhiji, however, did not refer to the workers who were killed in the last phase of the 
satyagraha; he was in prison at the time of their deaths. 

Reports in Indian Opinion indicate that many workers had been killed and wounded, and 
several may have subsequently died of the injuries. The following accounts are mainly based 
on Indian Opinion, November 19, 1913, December 10, 17 and 24, 1913, January 14 and 
21, 1914, and March 25, 1914. 

Firing at Mount Edgecombe 

Five Indians were killed and nine wounded at Blackburn and Hillhead barracks of Natal 
Estates Ltd., Mount Edgecombe, on November 27, 1913. Those who gave their lives were: 

Pachiappen 
Ragavan 
Selvan 
Guruvadu 
Soubrayen Gounden 

One more died of injuries in Avoca Hospital, but the name was not published. 

In India in memory of Valliamma: 

1. A high school in Tam.ii Nadu called The Valliamma's High School was built. 
2. A village, Valliamma Nagar in Thillayadu, Tamil Nadu was named after her. 
3. In 1982 a co-operative Society Building, Tamil Nadu Handloom Weavers Co-operative 

Society (Co-Optex) in Madras is named Thillaiyadi Valliammai Maligai and inaugurated 
by the Late Chief Minister of the Tamil Nadu State, M. G. Ramachandran 

Yours sincerely, 

Enuga 

NB: A hall named after Valliamma was built in Suikerbos St, Lenasia, Johannesburg, South 
Africa. 
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WRITING IN IND/AN OPINION ON FEBRUARY 6, 1909, ON THE 
PROGRESS 01' THE SATYAGRATIA, GANDHIJI SAID: 

"The Tamils have surpassed all expectations. All their leaders are now 
in gaol. Now-a-days imprisonment is not merely for a week, but for three 
months, and it is not simple, but rigorous. Unbounded is the courage of 
those Indians who have gone to gaol, undeterred by such sentences". 
(From Gujarati) Collected Works, Volume 9k, Page 185. 

On February 25, 1909, before going to jail for the third time, Gandhiji 
addressed the following message to the Tamils in South Africa: 

TO MY TAMIL BRETHREN 

BEFORE GOING TO GAOL FOR THE THIRD TIME IN OUR STRUGGLE. 

"I have addressed a letter in Gujarati to our countrymen, but, as I do not 
know the beautiful Tamil language sufficiently, I write to you in English, 
hoping that I may reach some of you. The struggle has now reached the 
most critical stage. Whilst the majority of the other sections of the 
community have fallen, being too weak, the majority of the Tamils and 
the Parsis have stood firm. The brunt of the battle must therefore, fall 
upon their shoulders. I pray to God that He may give you sufficient 
strength to bear it. You have discharged yourselves brilliantly hitherto. 
Remember that we are descendants of Prahlad and Sudhanva, both 
passive resisters of the purest type. They disregarded the dictates even 
of their parents, when they were asked to deny God. They suffered 
extreme torture rather than inflict on their persecutors. We in the Transvaal 
are being called upon to deny God, in that we are required to deny our 
manhood, go upon our oath, and accept an insult to our nation. Shall 
we in the present crisis do less than our forefathers?" Indian Opinion, 
March 6, 1909, Collected Works, Volume 9, pp.199 (Note: The message 
was translated into Tamil and circulated by the Transvaal British Indian 
Association). 
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After release from jail, in an article in Indian opinion (June 1909), on 
"My Third Experience in Gaol", Gandhiji wrote: 

"No other Indians can equal the performance of the Tamils in this fight. 
It therefore occurred to me that I should read Tamil with close attention, 
if for no other reason than to render sincere thanks to them at least 
mentally. Accordingly, the last one month was devoted mostly to the 
study of Tamil. The more I learn it the better I appreciate the beauties 
of this language. It is a very fine and sweet language, and from its structure 
and from what I have read in it, I find that Tamils have produced, and 
still produce, a large number of intelligent, thoughtful and wise men. 
Moreover, since lndia)s going to be one country, some Indians outside 
Madras should also learn Tamil" Collected Works, Volume 9, pp.242 

On July 15, 1914, Gandhiji spoke at a meeting of the Tamil community 
in Johannesburg. Thambi Naidoo presided. The following is from a report 
of his speech in Indian opinion, August 1914. 

"Mr Gandhi said that he felt, in coming to meet the Tamil brothers and 
sisters, as if he came to meet blood relations. That was a sentiment which 
he had cherished now for many years, and the reason was quite simple. 
Of all the different sections of the Indian Community, he thought that 
the Tamils had borne the burnt of the struggle. The largest number of 
deaths that passive resistance had taken had been from the Tamil 
community. They had that morning gone to the cemetery to perform the 
unveiling ceremony in connection with the two memorials to a dear 
sister and brother. Both of these had been Tamils. There was Narayansamy 
whose bones lay at Delagoa Bay. He had been a Tamil. The deportees 
had been Tamils. The last to fight and come out of goal had been Tamils. 
Those who were ruined hawkers were all Tamils. The majority of the 
passive resisters at Tolstoy Farm had been Tamils. On every side, Tamils 
had shown themselves to be the most typical of the best traditions of 
India, and by saying that he was not exaggerating in the slightest degree". 
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Their faith, "the abundant faith in God, in Truth, that the Tamils had 
shown had been one of the most sustaining forces throughout those long 
drawn years. The majority of women to go to gaol were Tamils. The 
sisters who defied the authorities to arrest them had gone from door to 
door, from barracks at Newcastle, to ask the men to lay down their tools 
and strike work - who were they? 

"Again, Tamil sisters. Who marched among the women? Tamils of course. 
Who lived on a pound loaf of bread and an ounce of sugar? The majority 
were Tamils; though there he must give their due also to those of their 
countrymen who were called Calcutta men. In that last struggle they 
also responded nobly, but he was not able to say quite so nobly as the 
Tamils; but they had certainly come out almost as well as the Tamils 
had, but the Tamils had sustained the struggle for the last eight years and 
had shown of what stuff they were made from the very beginning. Here 
in Johannesburg they were a handful and yet, even numerically, they 
would show he thought the largest number who had gone to gaol again 
and again; also if they had wanted imprisonment wholesale, it came 
from the Tamils. So that he felt when he came to a Tamil meeting that 
he came to blood-relations. 

"The Tamils had shown so much pluck, so much faith, so much devotion 
to duty and such noble simplicity, and yet had been so self-effacing. He 
did not even speak their language, much as he should like to be able to 
do sot and yet they had simply fought on. It had been a glorious, a rich 
experience, which he would treasure to the end of life. 

"How should he explain the settlement to th.em? They did not even want 
it. But if he must he could only tell them all that they and theirs had 
fought for had been obtained and obtained largely through the force of 
character that they had shown; and yet they did not want, they had not 
wanted to reap the reward except the reward that their own consciences 
would offer them. They had fought for the Cape entry right for Colonial
borns. That they had got. They had fought for the just administration of 
the laws. That they had too. They had fought for the removal of the racial 
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taint in the law with reference to the Free State. That they had got. The 
three-pound tax was now a matter of the past. And, with reference to 
the marriage question, all those clear sisters who had gone to gaol could 
now be called wives of their husbands, whilst but yesterday they might 
have been called so out of courtesy by a friend, but were not so in the 
eye of the law". 

"That was one of the things they had fought for and had got. Truth was 
what they had been fighting for, and Truth had conquered - not he or 
they. They might tomorrow for an unrighteous thing, and as sure as fate 
they would be beaten and well-beaten. Truth was unconquerable, and 
whenever the call to duty came, he hoped they would respond. There 
was one thing more. They had sometimes, as every other section of the 
community had, jealousies amongst themselves. They had petty jealousies 
not in connection with the struggle, but in matters which had nothing 
to do with the struggle. Al I those petty jealousies and differences he 
hoped would go, and they would rise higher still in the estimation of 
themselves and of those who at al I grew to know them and the depth 
of character which they had. They had also, as all sections of the Indian 
community had, not only those jealousies but sometimes many bickering 
also, and petty quarrels. He felt these also should be removed especially 
from their midst, because they had shown themselves so fit to give 
themselves to the Motherland. And here, of course, it was a Tamil who 
had given his four sons to be trained as servants of India .... 11 Indian 
opinion, August 5, 1914; Collected Works, Volume 12, pp.493-495 

Speaking at a meeting of Gujaratis in Johannesburg on July 16, 1914, 
Gandhiji said: 

"My Gujarati brethren have done a great deal for me and Mrs Gandhi 
but they did not, I must say, render as much service in the cause of the 
struggle as the Tamil community did. I wish the Gujaratis to learn a 
lesson from the Tamils. Though I do not know their language, they had 
given me the greatest help in the fight. on the other hand, though I can 
explain my aims best to Gujaratis because I know Gujarati, they have 
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failed in their duty. The cared (more) for money". He then continued that 
he was unhappy to hear that some members, of the community had 
fallen prey to drink and that some were engaged in smuggling gold11

• 

(From Gujarati) Indian Opinion, August 5, 1914; Collected Works, 
Volume 12, pp. 497. 

"Gandhiji gave an interview, during a visit to Rangoon on March 22, 
1915, to a Tamil correspondent. "lie started by saying he could quote 
chapter and verse for the good work performed by them in South Africa. 
They were of the greatest help to him during the passive resistance 
struggle. All the Indian communities were of very great help to him, but 
especially the Tamil Community. It was considered a shame among them 
for one man not to have gone to jail at least once for the common cause. 
That was not true of any other community, but that entirely true of the 
Tamil. When he first met them, he learned to admire them. Even afterwards 
he found them better and better. lie said: 'I consider I have more in 
common with the Tamil community then with any other". The Hindu, 
March 30, 1915; Collected Works, Volume 13, pp.42 

Speaking at a public reception in Madras on April 21, 1.91 Gandhiji 
said: 

"It was the Madrassees who of all Indians were singled out by the great 
Divinity that rules over us for this great work (on behalf of Indians in 
South Africa). "Do you know that in the great city of Johannesburg, it is 
found among the Madrassees that: any Madrassee is considered 
dishonoured if he has not passed through the jails once or twice during 
this terrible crisis that your countrymen is South Africa went through 
during these eight long years? 11You have said that I inspired these great 
men and women but I cannot accept that proposition. It was they, the 
simpleminded folk, who worked away in faith, never expecting the 
slightest reward, who inspired me, who kept me to the proper level, and 
who compelled me by their great sacrifice, by their great faith, by their 
great trust in the great God to do the work that I was able to do". The 
Hindu, April 21,1915; Collected Works, Volume 13, pp. 52-53 

35 



Writing in his autobiography about the establishment of the "Satyagraha 
Ashram" in Ahmedabad on May 25, 1915, Gandhiji wrote: 

"There were at this time about thirteen Tamilians in our party. Five Tamil 
youngsters had accompanied me from South Africa, and the rest came 
from different parts of the country. We were in all about twenty five men 
and women- This is how the Ashram was started". The story of My 
Experiments with Truth, Part V, Chapter IX. 

11
1 still feel what a handicap this ignorance of Tamil or Telugu has been. 

The affection that the Dravidians in South Africa showered on me has 
remained a cherished memory. Whenever I see a Tamil or Telugu friend, 
I cannot but recal I the faith, perseverance and selfless sacrifice of many 
of his compatriots in south Africa". 

"Extracts from Collected works of Mahatma Gandhi, compiled by Enuga 
S. Reddy." 

Proudly Tamil South African 

Maha t maji addressing the farewell meeting. About 5000 persons 
present mostly indentured Indians. The Mahatma is seen clad in white, 

standing near the pole. 
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