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tion and advance in the English language has 
stirred the separate linguistic consciousness of 
each group and so Tamil, Telegu, Hindi and 
Gujarati are being studied with renewed zeal 
and care. · Separate religious and cultural 
buildings and institutions are being put up. 
Where fifty years, even thirty years, ago the 
common adjective in cultural, social and reli
gious activity was Hindu, or even Indian it is 
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now Tamil, Telegu or Andhra, Hindi, Surtee 
Hindu and Kathiawadi Hindu. With education 
has come greater fragmentation and isolation 
and yet there is _the remarkable recognition of 
the fact that all are Hindus. On the occasion 
of the hundredth anniversary of their arrival 
and first settlement in South Africa the Hindus 
find themselves in momentous stirrings of reli
gious, cultural and linguistic activity. 

~l.e ~ioneer~ on 11.e ~raro 

anJ 11.e rBelSJeJere 
by SAMMERJITH S. SINGH 

THE first batch of indentured Indians arrived 
in Natal in the paddle-steamer, the S.S. 

" Truro " The ship left Madras on October 
13, 1860, and reached Durban on November 
16, 1860. The disembarkation took place on 
November 17. The boat weighed approxi
mately 1,970 gross tons and was about 217 
feet long. The passengers slept in open berths. 

The ages of the immigrants were :-

Up to 10 years 
11 - 15 years .. 
16 - 20 years .. 
21 - 30 years 
31 - 40 years 
41 - 50 years 
Over 50 years 

Male Female Total 
24 25 49 
21 13 34 
32 17 49 

104 48 152 
53 8 61 

3 2 5 

227 113 342 

Two labourers who were recruited for Natal 
absconded before they left Madras. 

The youngest male child to leave Madras 
was one-month old, Syed Hossain. 

The youngest female child to leave Madras . 
was two-months old, Lazaramah Chimen. 

The oldest male immigrant was 46-year old 
Migale Parian, who was assigned to Mr. H. J. 
Hunter. He returned to India on the "Red 
Riding Hood" on February 13, 1871. 

The oldest female immigrant was 46-year 
old Cencamah Paloo, who was assigned to Mr. 
R. J. Kennedy, after whom Kennedy Road, in 
Clare Estate, is named. She also returned to 
India in the "Red Riding Hood" on February 
13, 1871. 

The last of the immigrants, Vencatramiah, 
who arrived as a one-year-old boy, died in 
Natal on April 16, 1946. 
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Although the caste of the immigrants was 
supposed to be recorded what was actually 
recorded was a mixture of castes and religion 
with a little over one-fifth having neither caste 
nor religion indicated. The records show 101 
Gentoos, apparently Hindus; 78 Malabars, 61 
Christians, 16 Muslims, 1 Rajput and 1 
Marathee. 

Of this historic batch of immigrants, 100 
returned to India, 78 obtained " licences to 
quit the colony", and 72 settled in the colony. 
For 88 no records have been kept. One " died 
in barracks in Durban " and one " absconded 
from barracks in Durban ". 

The second batch reached Durban from 
Calcutta on November 26, 1860, on the S.S. 
Belvedere. The immigrants were accommo
dated on " the whole of the between decks ". 

The ages of these immigrants were :

Infants .... 
Up to 10 years 
11 - 15 years 
16- 20 years . .. 
21 - 30 years .. 
31 - 40 years ..... 
41 - 50 years 

Over 50 years 

Male Female Total 
4 4 8 

30 16 46 
21 8 29 
49 22 71 

121 31 152 
33 7 40 

2 3 5 

260 91 351 

The oldest male immigrant was 41-year-old 
Vumtoo Urjoon, who was assigned to Mr. A. 
B. Kennedy. He died in the Colony in 1862. 

The oldest female immigrant was 49-year
old Cubloseea Daynan, who was assigned to 
Mr. E. P. Lamport. She died in the Colony 
in 1861. 

The last of the immigrants, Bissoon Chau
maroo, died in Natal on August 2, 1933. 



These immigrants were listed as : gardeners 
69; Brahmins 61; Chuttrees or warriors 25; 
dairymen 18; pig-rearers 16; fruit-growers 14; 
salt-dealers 11; porters 11; clerks 9-;· herdsmen 
8; boatmen 7; leather-workers 6; policemen 5; 
messengers 5; laundrymen 5; oil-pressers 4; 
ironmongers 4; traders 4; undertakers 3; bar
bers 2; hunters 2; jewellers 2; confectioners 1; 
weaver 1; dealer in enamelware 1. 
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In addition, 35 recorded themselves as 
Muslims. 

These immigrants ultimately dispersed as 
follows: Returned to India 133; Remained in 
Colony 80; Licence to quit Colony ,35; Died 
on board ship and in depot 36; Absconded on 
arrival 3; Returned to India with Indian doctor 
on the "Truro", 1 female; No records 55; 
making a total of 343. 

By RANJI S. NOW BA TH 

THE literal meaning of the word Veda is 
both "knowledge" and " supreme know

ldege " . Secondarily, the term is applied to 
four books of scriptures belonging to the 
ancient Indo-Aryans who crossed the Indus 
and settled on the Indo-Gangetic Plain, prob
ably· at some period between 2000 and 1500 
B.C. These books, written in ~anskrit, are 
considered to be direct revelations from God, 
and are said to embody the Supreme Truth 
that could not be gained by any effort of the 
human mind. They were communicated from 
time to time to the Rishis in their supra-normal 
consciousness. 

According to one Hindu commentary, the 
Vishnu Purana, the original Vedas, consisted 
of 100,000 verses and had four divisions. As 
time went on, the divisions got confused and 
many portions of the Vedas fell into obscurity 
so, at the . beginning of the Dvap:ua Age, 
Krishna Dvaipayana resuscitated the study ol 
the Vedas and chssified them into four books 
-the Rig Veda, the Yajur Veda, the Sama 
Veda, and the Atharva Veda. They are known 
by these names today. Some authorities, how
ever, hold that there are only three Vedas, the 
Atharva not having been one of the original 
books. In support of their view they submit 
that the word Trayi which is commonly used 
to signify the Vedic Scriptures, denotes that 
originally there were only three Vedas. The 
fourth one, they claim, was added later on. 
It is also a significant fact of Hindu society 
that while the great bulk of the Brahmins be
longs to one or other of the first three Vedas, 
the Atharva Vedic Brahmins are few and far 
between at present in India. The first three 
Vedas represent mainly that aspect of ancient 
civilisation which deals with the goal of men 
in a future life while the Atharva is concerned 
with the life of man in this world. 

Each of the four Vedas, again, has three 
main divisions, viz., the Samhitas, which are 
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collections of sacred texts; and, lastly, the 
Aranyakas, or "forest books ". These • forest 
books ' are so called because they contain texts 
for meditation by people who, abandoning 
worldly life, retire to the forests to speculate 
upon the mysteries of life and death, and upon 
creation and the world hereafter. According 
to some authorities on the Vedas there are 
only two divisions, the Samhitas and the Brah
manas. The Aranyakas are regarded as a part 
of the latter. The famous Upanishads are 
mostly different chapters of the Aranyakas. 

The Samhitas and the Brahmanas are loosely 
designated as Karmakanda, or the portion re
lating to rituals, while the Aranyakas are de
scribed as Upasanakanda, or the portion relat
ing to meditation. The Upanishads are called 
Jnanakanda, or the portion dealing with Su-
preme Knowledge. 

Although there are four Vedas, there are five 
Samhitas. The Samhitas are named after the 
Vedas to which they refer, viz., the Rig Veda 
Samhita; the.. Tattiriya Samhita attached to 
the Black Yajur Veda the Vajas3.neyi Samhita 
attached to the White Yajur Veda; the Sama 
Veda Samhita and the Atharva Veda Samhita. 
These collections of sacred texts are called 
mantras and are written both in prose and verse. 
They are addressed to various gods and god
desses and are meant to be recited in tht: dif
ferent ritualistic performances. As the mere 
recital of these mantras is supposed to have a 
spiritual value their application is mostly in 
relation to some ritual or sacrifice, called in 
Sanskrit a Yajna. 

The Samhitas were generally used for recita
tions during the performance of a sacrifice like 
the Soma-Yajna by the four priests who sat 
on the four sides of the sacrificial altar. 
Brahman, the main priest who presided over 
the entire function, sat on the northern side 
of the altar; on his right sat the priest called 
Udgatri; on his left the priest called Hotri, and 




