Freid one ahould begs carinoh HAY
whesry bk e hots o he came into owr Lives.  Lets L R
8 oate o dunch o with us o reguliarly. When o we visited ;
; Varulam e was with ws., | brrowght us  badi/lesra
Cherbs —~ Porche —  uwfino) He o brought fresh double. beans
The family garder.{(very special tr as Un@mp ko ed
nuig arcund the Dongre aich of 4
i f Linions (SA0 Matal

wihh A F Congr 'y ;
Lees (previously Guardian}. Bll

o4

preaa (MEC) . the Mew dge . of
were  situated in o Lakhani Chambers  ibe Savell
Lo Durhan . . S ; S S *

these
Gtree

e fund  raising parties were organised at my Flal Bob helped
cwithy the arganisaltion in every aspect - oa ig;fﬂmiiliﬂg help.
He was soomrch a part of sy bome ard ol political worldy When
Cthe messenger o of the courd s calied to o attach owr Furndiore,
tvpewriters,  ovolostyling machines: at owr o of o of
o pay  omonthly rent, Pt owas 0 he and others  who removed
typewriters eto and t oo the fire escape. till the m
had gone. He kepl us  abreast of the happenings in the
e reldgiously brought us any leatlel the offices
hold us of the police radds  on the offi

N

-,

e, e
s, He o told us whe waes
setec and where they were being heldobe told us that Fowley

6i.

eirn {as he alwavs id) was tending 1o the detainess.

He was a favouwrite of 20N S, Dahidhian and Sha and o would kesn
them oocupied while I the o evendng meal. He would  shop
Tor ws,  and took racing > for Ml - Fany was the time lthat he
ran downsltadrs to buy a piot of milk when we had viszitors. On
Frdday cevenings, pardaye. when workers  bought seev nutss and
boondhi -~ td taks home, She would bring us © a sixpenny packet of

preEarnu T,

L PTEV '

ot was very poor.s He bad aolean and aang r"y,f""}, oo, He o
paic For  the worl i cohhe ol : by
ciiven dunch  mones pued. pacbha was of and this
WaE U al o meal with a oup of Fatels. He and others
were always bhuangry and we  aladiy QUF MEagrse Fesouroes

with them.

We did oonet know then, but owe kBEnow now cthat o he was P RC and on
the might he placed  the omb:  under the  vadlway brdadge  near
RBersa station late one everning and wa malking his escape Lhat
Jowe  plaved bridge with Ebhi. ALl evening Mathoo' wallked AL

dowrn the balcoony  of our eighth Floos  Flaton Victor
When ard the explosion that shoolk  our
cwhe: looked at his watch. Loknew  then that he
bomb.  Math wasn asnked Lo oaget off the
It the po raided we showld be Found
hiridge. be el b Bomb o whidle we pla

rierw adntat
vy and b male
an oedinary game of




amer evening at late Kedsh'
entered the flat the

vi ol whia
oy Diow lat

whioci : town

1

T oa  dlovely w
(; e oy congratulate

ot know what oall this smeant.

ook place did we know whio

A Gow

id

e
@1y bthe arr

Ll Cosnrad

dy later wl
P honcbo Wes

BIEHTE .
hoe -
bl had o Ffeed ain prisor 2V Soomembers on brialoodin
Ladyamith Trial, and &2 held in  the Sabotage trial. For
latter trial we expected  the Dealth pensalty and  my
Friend was in the . tirial . They had besten him to

z wlprand
he had broken downy 4% parsons broke down,  ondly 3 Billy Maiv,
Fiot Mehwanazi  and Ebi had not o oracked: despite horrible

torture ~ w0 said a Special Branch felliow.

Their ftrial was in Pletermaritzbuwrg, 5ﬁd their house arrestes
attorney lived din Durban. They'“ﬁéﬁa to  Durban  to have
ations with him  from time to time. The TAandag e story
from this period. -

U Sahdbhars s Jrd bivihday, - we had decided thers would @ be no
party. as. his Dad had o been detained as well. Earlier o the dth
Aapril 1 had gone to the market and Daddy Maidoo bead of a > gang
called Crimzon League had askéd ee how  thse bhors wers copeing.
I told him  we were runming out of: food. We could  only manage
bread and sour midk. - MHe walled  arvound the sarket and  brought
me some mince vegetables and rice. He sent a  lad with me Lo
caryy. the stuff to my flat.: I made caritoons of food fFor  oall 4%
and a0 few others.  bhen we delivered the boxes with cartoons
Bob  was: on the other side and shouled - Happy birvthday
Sahdhan. : RO

&

£

Tt owas wvery difficuld “Food regulariy for the boyvs
2 scially M comnrades. i abotage ot had bes promulgated
ites terms put the Tear of the devil into everyvones Today
ander of MK would

il
those who covort with the president, Lhe Comr
pot Lift & finger Lo help in the early sixties. We werse Lhrown
ot of their off s maying.  they gowld  not M messrey
hecause if detained we would eesde—de e @ x pose  Lhem,

.
~@anda Worthington, Rowley ' s beolkesper had- e o find .
rent cbde pay for his office when  he was ahbut aleso found

: g s all. She at no bime stipulated that shy wooald O he
agrerd help ANC comrades only. “ ) '

F

wEars  dapeiaonment
chal let them have
Curnd ok Mdlovie and Bl ly Maiv

ot B0 vears ook bhed date of . ™
g A% FEbruary b owas due o to be
2ci o cbhe Z8tUh . February, L9757« think he  was arounds
Pears when incarcarated. : k : : i

.

that
might of the

£

Bolbr - had. not bhad  such formal education. He certainly did not
have a matriculation certifics s de entrance de wnviversih

e werse at-pains to get Bob to study in orison. f : Ao




ShHut the

ceer Len ces

Cphoned me. When be

O hds arpdival in the offic

e (uuulwrpd our reguests  with the  fact ihal e was ot an

Stwal but merely a worker. &b one a4 had ey L
v For studies, hoping  thereby to  force his to stody Bt
all that happened was that his siste said that he was &
C: poand  did on wartt to study, Tand o that 1T was asking
i TR o I 3

The reosiphs Feobrban Tsland prosed
':thangéf, ’

bla, Sabhdharn and 0 took to wedting - too o Hob odno o prisomr. When
Hahodhan  wrots to Bob it took for ever. Sahodban would bell mss
what he warnted to tell Bob and 1owowld bhave to spell the  words
For  himy and at  times shows him bhow o weite the alphabet. I
care sge hissclittle o bent body over the table wreiting. It took
ages. He we learrving Lo wite and insisted  on-eriting Lo a
rnumber  of comrades on the Tsland. T was in turn punid ol Wi th
spelling. Later be helped Mes Dorasamy who o was unable o read
and  write. Sahdban would write bher letters fors hers  bhen he
asked her to spell certain words and  she could not, he called
her stupid. He was wsot=wware that she could ‘not. How can  a
child wnderstand that an-elder,. sother of-o S children not know
how to spell. : o ' '

By  cbthe time, Hob was  due for rele 2. 1 was o banhned and house
arrested and - depending on whether. the 28th February happened
over the weekend he  would - be released:  oncthe  Fridav.l bhad
arranged for Rob to be wmet by a Jdowrdraliste The o Minisier of
s (1 ndcd Vorster/Felser lruger,  alls sadds o there. o wera
political prisoners  in Jdail — it was part of thelr propaganda.
salwavs Cwere cthose o dnclading surderers. who had: one
thivrd tence  and bhsse politicos  who did oot
It was the Swho o served . every day of their @ sentence.
Bob had served iQ yvears  to the  day. Despite - this - fact the
Jdusitice  Department showed scant rexgard for the  dudge

e by whn" heard  the  trial  and: o dmposed Tappropriate
Smarty  were executed - Muyisile [EETS my?xr Leary o
and. comrade: baunts me  dadly. When politicos were:released: the
dustice depar-tment  dwposed restricotion o orders 0 whereby  they
determined where youw workad, the area you  lived and worked in
Bt oindeed ymu worked., T was a teacheriand oy orders forbade me
g teachiwor 5 enter educational dnstitutions. Mogtly 4 nnan
orders made sure youw  did not  work. Puandishnent was
yvou held &  political sview “not held by the raci
FrE 3 me . N ' o S

s

e were sure that Bob would be restricted. I would therefore
not be fallowed to speak tao him. Hobody including  his family
odid : Fim. He wenit Lo & newspaper offic Trom whers >
t1d that he had not had his banning orders
N Pnd o puh Bobo o on a taxd o ootassomy

el omy o douerralds

what cacaphony -go much
to - serve tex on  his
wWearing pris
cewtting him oo odno t QIroian .
todown ta L e &
Fioe blook and bought

Joy. Rita had - the water boiling
but he went into my office sayving
The material was very coarse and wa
Can T Ae ar underpan: [

tailor shop  on the ground floor
twn wniderpants.,

pary

"

of




F owas  buwerfed out of oy private office while he  put on his
Lirctery 5.0 1R Pl o came o dnterview bhim oand while I
bopyeam ¢ would dinvite banning orders he had to tell the world
aboul comrades he had left behind., RBob ow shoocked by the lack
of support for relsassed and dncarcerated politicos

He thought  that great international  support was available
them. IT1 was  only a fﬁm of ws dn Duwrban dncluading Cousd

(Foomoney Moodley) who cared Al s

The support that
M trade  undionis
iret e @vern thowgh I had . been dnsteact
dwiﬁsnun trade wrionist,

the AMNC snioys today was non-existent
chhern, s mindister hoday e ol
o . Famiiy of a

P

7

These . are trade unionists  and when wou  attend to them you
colour them: with yowr politics.? he chastised: mé.

Hob was. duly o banned., but  we managed & visit Lo VeruTam and
tanger hefore he was house s arre

& s bo Ohatsworthe Bob never

bostill. He made swe thalt he  collected i for comrades .on
the sland, wisited o ilies and tried Lo obltain work himself
i the rvestricted domain  allowed him by his  restriction
orders, The dependants conference  helped wxih cash o bhut it was
a paliry sum - thalt ensuwred his dependanc Bob lost his mother
while onithe dslad @ and was dependant on his divorced sister
who was having hert own hell.

Sooy aflter release af medical  examination: he  was found to
have wlcers. He was vmwé{aLmd o at Kimg Edward hopital o and
came . dinto. o the office  to show his scar. It was weeping. 1
phoned my matron sister to find owd what could be done.

I carmmot recall his many visits o to sy office but remember the
last just before he wenl into exile in Decembse, 1975. 1 gave
him REGLOO0 to buy  himself & shirt  for Xmas. He lefl  and later

%l

came back witlth 2 large corvtadiners of mrang@ guwice and said

(HﬁPHY bwﬁiﬁ’q I Can
e MINE

GIVE IT TO  THE COMRADES .
ALWAYS BUY. A SHIRT. THEIHR

Fhat was Bobk, as  generous as @ the day xlong" He  was done
with his operation scar nmL healed and 25 days later we
Fournd oul thet he wa in Maputo. UPLil that happensd you
ave 1o bdea whalt sleepls mdghts Loendured. It was knowledos
ang  s-lre 1hnl could ot shiared bat had to be borne alone.

I Jduldy when the undt T was dnvolved ine came & crop
had to Flee dinto exile in Le 1hn" lﬁau;nq my - bhreg chi}d“un
with their Dad with whaesm 1 : # and  cuwstody., “He
prompily souaght  custody of oy daugh : Py was topped by
ebhe aNC. The ohidld all 3.  Bahdhan, &Sha  and Sukhind wer

ent: to London on o biethday o cbhe Slest JJuly, o
Tewmas . a wesi of having to cope with | my weelk old
the custody: and have the children sent away.

sports For the  ohildren. I
Fy Sukbvbthd s Aol ard

MDD had omade appdication
racall SBabhdban




e

K

promising that  he would nobt send Soks o away unless he had my
; mrt. The boys said they wanted Lo go Yo thedr dunts in the
Cemsaid have stoppsd bhem bul they et mer cbhey wan ted
Toy o GG I did not  trust MDD s # wbiom for sukhthd s

saport, ol krrew he had * APyl ion for oan exit persit
and  had help  Ffrom J.p. of - the  Douwbth &frican - Indian
Council fame. In dMovember wnable 1o secure an exit parmit
he fled into exile with William Khanvile.

i

Bob and ¥ shared the exigencies of exile.  Whenever he came to
Lesotha he awed with me.  His initial MK i Lo WERTE
without formal training,. now in exile he was sent for training
and tald me of orawling on ohis  stomach fors 24 howes. . What
abowrt the scar. It hag healed he asswred me. - & s

There were no  hoetel bill  for the AMC. Whenever T went @ to
Plaputo we enjoryed a meal together. In food strapped FMaputo he
had  become adept at  knowing how to obtain it. He wouwld stand
in the bread gqueus and bhring us precious paauw for breakfast.
Hie marriage to a cograde  (her name ~evades me now) did not
fTast and after the birith of their child they were divorced.
Bob shared his pain with me. )

In HMaseru I used fto get up at dam, and make roti and curry for
my comrades in Maputo  and despatch 41 with comrades who  were
avelling out. I had notes from Fonnde and Sue telling how
endoyed the food and thanking me profuasely. Then I had a
from Moses PMabhida telling me not to send any food as it
forgotten in the boot of W car and it had rotted. Ho
NS .

3

Ty Sepltembar 1985 the bhorders with 54  were olos 2
harders and Lesotho was starving. The boers threat i
me 1T I had not left Lesotho by Saturday 25797835, I

left hoping that the oxwgen held at the border will be  allowsad
into Lesotho to save ame patient  from death. I met Bob in
I 1o and hath i I had not o since  1943) and Bob wasre
a great comford. ’

After & little while in Zambia, I got & dob in  the lLaw
department. Once I ablished & home and  following the
Mlomati dccord, £l 1 Bamara s SOJourn in':Fritain whers he
received red  carpet Her  peturred . British made
wnd forms. T ik 22 L P T he AR was ki cled ovf
Maputo. A staff remained,.  Hob  was one thems
However they were i cked out from Fozambiogue.

e

T

maw them once o bwice i Harare  wnbil e was Ko
Her  toonik  care of my

Aamsterdam  as  our Chigf  Representative
jhber ching W WOmE TS O : . e returned home to
th &frica i the o and he married & new bedde whom I
I was thre earead o long relationship.  When 1

piy Mo ladi funeral , she sadid
ide with some American
Bacth

Y
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ot going. Logot e
Ffuneral and  found Bob  and  his wife
tbiny and hid behdnd some of thedr
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1998 1 called him with & view to apolc
vendetta that  kept us apart, but his
tall to Bob. ’

it but not

: much as & orecent acguaintance of. - Bob
Ling me when 1§04

if he had  seen Mo he e b bk
had hie Xmas card. There was no card VooWe regularly
Nt ol carrols winsr: o one else did o fatand. He has
vagulear emplovment now and two Flats and his wife works if
ihosmuwdts her. He earns enough for both.  And yes he has no nee

"l
Oof o ws oW

Y L Ferhaps he

l.

bihat do - yvou think 7 0 1 have not cheard his
resents my dnability to oowallk, my lack  of dransport o and my
T dont kEnow. R : :

dependence on hin.




