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Tuesday 7th Janu0ry~ 1997. 

' F°(•,11'·h-::1.j:i·;;; on<-:-:, £,.hould bt:-.>q :i.n ,,d. th<•,) b(-:HJ :i.nn :i.nq. I c.,;,.nnot i--·0)al ly '::;<':,y 
when :i.t beqan - or how he came into our lives. Lets call him 
Bob. He soon ate lunch with us regularly. When we visited 
·f-::1mi 1y in ,h:-.>n.\lam h<-:,, t,,1,,;_i;; 1,,1:i. th ui,;. Hf.i' l:wouqht us bed :i./J.·:.(,•:•E:•1···,,\ 
( h0)1···b~,; -- i•ton::,ho ···· uad:i.no) Hf:? twouqht ·fl-.. e::,sh dcnxblf.i' l:H:-:•e,ns ·fn::im 
the family gardeH, (very special treat). Bob was unemployed but 
hung around the Congress offices ie Natal Branch of the ANC, 
~:kn.1th td' v· :i. c: ,,,.n 
Conq 1···e:•)!,;1,; (MIC) i• 

t hf.~sE• crf·f;i. Cf:·)S 

Btn~<-:)ti, nurb,:tn. 

Congress of Trade Unions (SACTU) Natal Indian 
thf.~ Mf.i'IJJ ;:)gt:·) . ni'i'i Cf.,'S ( pn•:~vious,ly Gua,n:I :i.,,m) .. /:;11 

t1J(•:i>1· .. (;;• s:i. tu,:\ °l:€i>d in Lakh.,;u1 :i. Ch,,,mbf.·)r·s i1::i.,,. S,:\vel l 

When fund raisinq parties were organised at my flat Bob helped 
1/J:i.th th«~ 01·-q;;,11:i.':;a:t.:i.on :i.n f,)V<•:,•v·y ,3•:;;j::,<-:-!c:t E•. ~:lJ.i!'ig hf:~lp .. 
HE'! w,,11;;. "!:;o much ;;, p,,11•· t cd' my homf.-: .,u·,c! otJj'" po:u. ·t:i. cal w<:wld. IJ . .lh•::1n 
the messenger cf the court called to attach our furniture, 
typewriters, cyc:lostyling machines at our offices for failure 
to pay monthly rent, it was he .and others who removed the 
typewriters etc and sat on the fire escape till the messenger 
h,:\d. (_:jOnf.~u H<~ k.C::'pt us; ,,\bl,.f.:<i:\i::-t o·f' the-::• h-:.:i.ppE•rd.ng':,; :i.n thi:::, o·f'·f':i.cf,),. 
He religiously brought us any leaflet the offices issued. He 
told ui,;. o-f tl·w! pol :i.c:«•! 1'·,,,:i.d~;. on ·l:.hr::-: oi'·h. <:::(·:!.. Hf.·! told u·;; t,,1ho 1/,1-:.~5 
arrested and where they were being held.He told us that Rowley 
Arenstein (as he always did) was attending to the detainees .. 

H01 IJ.Jf.\S ,:, ·f.,r.'./0{.ll'·:i. tf:) o·f ,ny i~con':::•, n,,1hd h,:\fi and Shi:\ ,,1nd IJ..ICH.i1cl k.(~)•:::-p 
them <:>ccup:i.E•d 1;..1h:i. lf.:< I c:ook~~d ttH::• C·?'v'•,:,,n in\:.i i!H-:!,':d.. l·k:' t,,1ou.Jd s;hop 
for us, and took racing bets for MD. Many was the time that he 
,,·.,,m dcnJJn':i;t..,,in,; to buy ,,,. pint o:f milk vJh<-:•m w,•i h,.r,d vi·;;;itons .. On 
Ft .. id.,;\y fl'V('s\n:in9':,; 1, p,,\yd..;,y, wh<+m , ... .101,·kE'I,.':,; bou<;Jht 1;,.f:-.>E•v ntd:s · ,and 
brJcmdhi t<.'>,;.t;,d-·:.f~ hom(,,', ·h€•: 11,1oulcl bv·in<_:_1 us ,,\ 11;:i.xp<:mny packet cd 

I·k)b 1A1,:\s V(❖?v•::, .. po{:W ;, H,,:-: h.-Ad ,:\ lE!,:\n ,,md hunq ,,.y/1oDk .. H(;-~ ~<Ji•-1::- nt~Vf,:•1'· 

paid for the work he did in the offices~ Perhaps they were 
q:i.\.-'(-:)n lunch mtmE•}' ···· pur:i. p,:\th,:\ ti-.1-:.-\1!, ch(•:•:ap ,,d·. t:i.ci•·.:r-:.,y· ,,ind th:i.i;;. 
was our usual meal with a cup of tea at Patels. He and others 
were always hungry and we gladly shared our meagre resources 
1J,1 :i. th t h<,,om .. 

• 



C 

i:::in thf:1 i,;,,i.iliE: E•vc-:-:•n:i.nq ,,,T. L,d·.<-:·: !<1,·:i.1,;h ··1;;. ·f'l,,,t in !··l:i.m,,d.,,1.y,,1. i·-!c:iui,;<-:,•,, .,,\~::-
Gov entered the flat the explosion shook Himalaya House too 
and Gov said what a lovely welcome. When Georqe came to check 
c:in Gov l,,d:.c-:-:1'·,,(30\.1 conq1···,,\tul,,it<-:-:d him on tht• ·f:i.nE• 1;.H:n··k .. !.iJe d:i.ci 
not know what all th:i.s meant. Only much later when the arrests 
t ,:::, o k p 1 ,,,. c: <,~ d :i. d 1,,1 (,~ i-·:.n c:ii.,J \A.1 hi:::, t !·K~ M I< ( M k. hon to 1.i.lc-::-:::; :i. :,: '"'(•:~ ) c: Oi!H- ;,,. d 1,~ :;; 

<LtiJ~ 
l1.k::, h,,1.d to i'c-:~f::d :i. n !-""· .i. !:>UI 1 :;-::7 (.:-1HC m<-:~m be-:-:· 1···1:;. on tx L,d. :i. n t ht:~ 
Ladysmith Triai, and 22 held in the Sabotage trial. For this 
latter trial we expected the Death penalty and my little 
·fl-··:i.E:nd 1, . .1,:-\s :i.n t.he,~ ~·::nd t1···:i.,ii.l. Thc-?y h,:\d l::it":;~;ten him to pulp ,,1.nci 
h<-:', h,,1d bi--·ok.c-:~n down .. :J.C.;.:, p,::-wf.;cm!,; br·okE~ drn,m,, only ~> B:i.11:>-·· N,,1.:i.1···,, 
1:uot Mk.hwan.;. :i'. :i. ,:\nd Eb:i lv,,.d not c:1---,H:k(-~>d de~;p:i. tf.~ horT:i. blE• 
torture - so said a Special Branch fellow. 

The::•:i. r· t1---:i. ,,1 l i.,J,,,s :i.n P:i. f~tc-:,•nna1--:i. t ,.~ bu,,·q :• qnd ;l.:h<·? :i. ,,. hous;i:? <:1.t·T<-:-:-s t1,1d 
,:\ttn1'Tif.·:)' 1 :i.ved :i.n Dur-1::,.:u--... The.~y ~~o Dut'"l::i,,,.n . to h,:\Vf!.• 

c:on1,;ul t.,,1 t:i.onr:,. ti,i:i. th h:i.m ·fn:Hn tinH,-:, to t:i.11H:-:•.. Th<',) ·· A,:tnd.;.g ~ 1,;.t.o,,·y 
crunes from th:i.s period. 

On Sahdhan's ~rd birthday, we had decided there would be no 
party as his Dad had b~en detained as well. Earlier on the 4th 
t-.pr:i.l I had qcmc,-: to th<,·) ma1···ke,-:>t ,:UH:! D,;tddy M,,,.icloo h<':-:6\d o·f ,:\ <_:_1,;1.nq 
c<,d. l<::•d c,,·:i.mson 1...0),:\i:_:_iu<-:~ h,~.d <":\ski-:-)c! m<-:~ hcn1..1 th<-:-:, bo::,,·1; 1; • .11:,H··,;.,, cop<-:~:i.nc_;1 .. 
I told h:i.m we were runninq out of food. We could only manaqe 
bn-.-.:,:\d ,:1.nd soul··· milk.. HE• 1,1..1,::il.k<-:-:,d ,:u:rn.md th.;;-:, mai--·kc::>t and brou9ht 
me.;:, 1,;onH"1 n-1:i.n<::E• veqet;,1.bJ:t,~::- .and ,,·j_ cE-:,.. HE-:> 1,;f:-)n t .:·1 1,,u:I i.,,t:i. th mE-:- to 
c:.:-\l'TY th01 r:;tt.d'f to my ·f':L:,,t. I m,,1.d<-:-:, e-:,,.v·tocms cd ·f'ooc! ·few i:l.11 •W? 
and a few others .. When we delivered the boxes with cartoons 
Bob was on the other side and shouted - Happy birthday 
Scthd h,,,n .. 

It t•J,,11;;. v<-::•1--.y di ·f'-f':i. cult tc> c_:_1<-:)t i\:md 1·--<-,1qu1,,u<i. y ·frw thE:< bc:iyi,; 
E~r:q::,("~c::i.i:d. ly Ml< conl!'",,1d0:1,;. Thi::-1 ~>,~.boti:l.(!E) (.:-,c:t h,,,.d 1::,,:,-:,,:.;m pr·omulga1:.(•:,,d 
,,,.ncl :i.ti;;. tf.-:>1···m1;;. put th(-:! ·f(.:)c"\I'" c:.-f' thi-::, d,:-:,,v:i.1 into f::•V(-:-)i'·yonf.·!n Tt)d6iY 
those who covort with the president, the commander ~f MK would 
not lift a finger to help ~n the early sixties. We were thrown 
out of t.h(,dr· o·f'-f':i.c:E-:<s ·,;.:-\)d.rHJJ t.hc0y ut.ouJd not ~ il~y 
bi-::c,:1uf.;<-~· :i.·f d<::>ta:i.nf::,d \i,li•?! woulc! idn:?".-:11·. di:n,m .?.nd f:!xpcH,;f.~ thE•m• .. 

B1-,·<0nd,,, likwth:i.nc:,vton !' Rowlc,-1y '1;; bc:,c::,!,:.f:.•i:·:~pe1_.. not f:mly he•.d tc, ·fj.nd 
1':E•n t t<::i p,,,y ·fQt'· h:i. 1;; o·fi':i. CE-: \A.th<-:-:n . he•,! 1, . .1,:1.1;;. dE•t,,-.:':i. nf.-:•d, bu. t <11. l 1,;o. ·found 
·food tc:, ·h,-:•<-:1d ,,d.l., ShE• ,:1t no ·1:.:i.i!HS' r:;t:i.puJ.-::\-i:.('-.•d that sh~-!• 1,1.;01..1.ld bi:i 
prepared help ANC comrades only. 

!.1,lhE•n ,:-:·)V<'!.'n tu,:1.l ly Bob 1 .•• ,1,,·,s i,;(,~n tc,-:n c:c,-1d to :i.O yc-:~,~xs :i.mpi--j_s..:nrinY<~m t !.-'·H•:,· 

were relieved that Judqe Milne (Senior) did not Jet them have 
·!:.h<,·: ·ful 1 m:i.q ht c:d' th<,~ l,:\1.1,1,. Both Cun-1 :i. ck. Md :i.ovu i:,nd B:i.'1 ly l··-1-::\:i. t .. 
had the most severe sentence of 20 years and the~~· date of 
1·--,':)le.,:1.i;;f:1 t, . .1,:1s th,:0 ~::Hth F~b1···u,:1.r-.y, :I. ?Bt.L Bob 1,Ja1;; d1.1.~• to b<-:~ 
n,.-:.:!.c-:-:•,,i.:;;.f::d on thc-:-) :?Bth FE•l:wu,:H··y ,, :i. (ji)'l.l. I think h&:• w,:\f.; ,;,.n::,und · :;-:1:i1 
years when incarcerated. 

Bab had not had much formal education. He c:ertainiy d:i.d not 
h,,.VC-:.' c\. m,:1.ti--:i.,c:ul.:,t:i.on c:c-::•1•·.t:i·f:i.c:,,i.tc::•,, :U:,• t:~nt,,·,::,ncc-:,, ,·to un.i\,'f.:•1---·;;,.:i. -1:.y" 
l.1..i<,~ i.,,1c,~n,;:, a't ·· pa.inst tci q<-:~t Bc:d::i to r:=.tudy :in pl'·is,.cm. 



.... 
He countered our requests with the 
:i.nt<-:-d. li:::•ct.u,,d. but. !1H·~•re1y ,,1 v-.iot .. l,:.E-v·.. r=d·. 
moni:::•y ·few !::- tud :i.E•':::- !' hop:i.nq t.h0:1···€·:by to 
all that happened was that his sister 
c:!v1p ,,u-'!d d:i.d not WcH'!t to !,;tudy!; -,,Hid 
money for myself. The receipts from 
·1·:-1 ( ·•· 1=Fc ,· .. !· ~ .. ~J •. t .. •.......... -J * 

3 

fact that he was not an 
one staqe I had requested 
force him to study. But 
sai~ that he was a lazy 
that I was askinq for 

Robben Island proved her 

We, Sahdhan and I took to writing to Bob in prison. When 
Sahdhan wrote to Bob it took for ever. Sahdhan would tell me 
what he wanted to tell Bob and I would have to ~pell the words 
for him, and at times show' him how to write the alphabet~ I 
c,:1n st•::<•:•:· h:i.':::• 1:i.ttl<-:,, hf?nt body C)V0:I'' t.h01 t.;\bl-::-:• i,,w:i.tinq!' It took 
ages .. He was learning to write and insisted rn, ~riting to a 
number of comrades on the Island. I was in turn punished with 
':,;p<:~11 inc;.i .. l...c"t-t~,,. hE,• hf.~1 p<-:~d i'l!"':5- I),::n··"'s;.cuny v.1ho Wc\S unab10! tc) n0,H:i 
,,inc! v.w:i.te .. S,,thdhan woulod wr·:i.tt? hf,H'. 10:tters i'cw h&!.I" .. · When h€~ 
,,\s;kE•id h<·"''" to !5-pel 1 C<~)l"t.,,d.n 11Jcwd!s. and !,,hf? could not!• hf:~ cal led 

~ ..... h(01'' s;t.up:i.d •. HE) Wi:\S i.ot. -...:wan;., that. s;l1C:? could : nc::i:L How ·c-::\fi ,:\ 
child und0:•1···s;t1:\nd th,:\t ,::..n EildE1r, moi:J10ff o·f , :j child1· .. f?n not k.nm,._; 
l°low to s;pE!J. l ,; 

By the time, Bob was due for release I was bahned and house 
an,.<-:-:•stc,~ct c,.nd d 1::~p«-1nd:i.n9 on 11J!·n-,1t!·i<,~1,. th~! i·~Bth Febn.1,:\ry h,:\ppi-?ned 
OV€·1v· the,•: WE!C"!kend hE·! would b€·! r-·elt;~ase~d on t.h<-:-:• Fr·:i.d,;,y .. I hc\d 
:,;,rT.:ln(:JC~!d ·for Bob to b(~! 111<0t by ,:1. .:iou1"nal:i.1,;.t.. The,~ Mini1s.t01·· o·f 
,Justic<-:-:• '.Jon;;.tc•,!l'·/P€~ls0:<1···/!<n.H_:J<-?1'·!• ,,d.'.l ~;;.,;d.d th,0Y-f:"l' -WE!r·i:.·! no 
political prisoners :i.n jail - it was part of their propaqanda. 
But thet"E• · ,:1lv-.ray~:; , v-H•:•:•r·0! :t.hOSt! '.i.nclurw,9 mw···ci(,-:-Y·E!I'·~; whc) had on<-:·: 
th:i. n:t i·•·,:.~mi r,:.~;;it,n .::1i' s~lvtf,:ncE-:~ and ·1;,.ht~'.s~ pol:!. ti cos who d :i.d not. 
It was the politicos who ~erved every day rrf their sentence. 
Bob had served 10 ye~rs to the day. Despite this fact the 
Justice Department showed scant regard for the judges 
:i. n t€~g v·i ty 11Jho· he.~.1-·d th«~ t 1···i,:\ 1 ,,,nd impc,~;;<,~d ·· "'' pp1-,np1···:i. ,,,.;t.E~' 
sentences ~ 'many were executed _Vuyisile Wlni, my f~iend 
and ctJf!W,:\<:h·:.>c h,:\1 .. 1n t~,; Inf.-) daily .. Whim 1::,ol:i,ti;(::01:; 11Je1'·€~ - 1'·<"'1€~,,\s;ed. thi:-:-:• 
Justice department i~posed restrict~on orders whereby th~y 
d<-:d.<-:~nn:i.rH?d wh<-:~1· .. C:::! you 1A101··kf?<l !' ttH7! ,,\n,:,:<. you 1 :i. 'v'i:.·:d ,:1nd wcn··ked in 
:i.·f' :i.ncfo:c-:•!d ytRl wt>r:k<-::d .. I Wc\s; a ·t.e~acher i~""tnd my CH"d<::•v·s; ·fov·b,,,dE"c: mi'? 
~ t€~,H:h1.,,crr-' c,~flt0!1'· educa t.:l.cmcd. .ini;;.i.::i. tu t:i.cm'::;.. l"'fosf.1y b,:\nn hic;.i 
orders made sure you did not work .. Punishment was endless if 
you hf.·d.d c\ pt)l :i. ·U. cal \d.i•:~w . not held by th~? ra<:::i.s,t n.11 :i.nq ... 
l'·~i<;J :i. iliE•., 

We were sure that Bob would be restricted. I would therefore 
not be ·allowed to speak to him. Nobody including h:i.~ family 
did meet him. He went to a newspaper office from where he 
phorH,~d ill€-!,, t1.Jhi:•in h<,·: s;,;d.d th,:1t h\'0 h,:i.d not h"<:1d h:i.!,; bcum:i.n9 orTJf.~1-·!::-

''.3: ,,,sk<7:d my .:icn.Wncd.:i.!,;t •'f'Jr:i.0:nd t.o put Bob on ,:\ t,:1xi • t.o my 
0·f·f :i. CE•,. 

Ori' h:i.~,; ,,n·T:i.v,,d. :i.n the,•! n·f-f'icc,-i t~1h,,·1t c,:\C:,:\J::ihcmy ··•-!:;:o niu,::h rH-:;:i.i,;f:i c1nd 
joy. Rita had the water boiling to serve tea on his arrival, 
bi..1t h<"i v-H•:•:•n t in to my ctf·f:i. C:€~ s;c\)":i.nq he wa5;:. we,u·trHJ pr:i.i,;on pcmt·:;; ... 
Thi:.·: m.;,,. tf:-:-1·-:i.,,d. 1~1,,1s v,:.,•t')/ cc:,,,,rr:;+,~ ,,lnd 11,1,H; cut t:i.n9 h:i.m :i.n th,-:~ q 1"cd.n .. 
Can I have an underpants please .. Rita went down to Esquire a 
ta:i.lci~ shop on the qround floor of our off:i.ce block and bought 
tw::i 1 .• 1n(!i:€•!l'·p,;xn ts .. 



c:1-

I was turfed out of my private office while he put on his 
underpants. The newspapers came to interview him and while I 
kn(-:•:t,.J th:i.r:,. t,,1ould :i.nv:i.tc-:,• b,H1n:i.nq on:li-:-:1···r,;. hf:·!. h<:\d to tc-:-:•11 th<,·: lAJor·ld 
about comrades he had left behind. Bob was shocked by the lack 
of support for released and incarcerated politicos" 

He thouqht that 0reat international support was available to 
them. It was only a few of us in Durban includinq Cousin Pao 
(Poomcmey Moc~ley) who cared for the Natal comrades. 

The support that the ANC enjoys today was non-existent then" 
() tr· ,,1.cl<':! un ic:rn :i. f:; ·t then , · "' m :i. n i ~,; tC':!1'" tod ,,\y ,:\i,;i,:.f:-!d mf,! not to 
interfere even though I had been instructed by the family of a 
detctined trade unionist. 

" The-:-:-!::-~,! ai--·c':! tr·,,1.clc-:-1 un:i.on:i.r:;ts .;·incl whc-:-:-n you .;d:tc,:!nd to thf-:m you 
coloi.:.u-· them VJith you1,· pt)l:it:i.cs, 11 he+: c:h<":\~;;ti~;;c,-:-d mt-:-. 

Bob v.u:\s. duly b,,1nnE!cl, but WE~ m,,H·1,:\qa~d ,;,_ v:i. !,;:i. t to VE!n.tTam ,:\nd 
Stanger before he was house arrested to Chatsworth. B;b never 
sat still. He made sure that he collected cash for comrades ,on 
th<-:-:- :i.s;l,:1ncl ,, v/~;;:i. tc"•cl ·f,,,m:i. l :i.c-?!::- ,:1.nd . t1'"ic,-id to obt;:\:i.n t,.iot--k him!,;(:.;,l ·f 
irr the restricted domain allowed him by his restriction 
cn--dt~n,;.. Th€-~ d€~pendem tr:; cord'<-::>1'·c,~ncf:1 hel p'f.~d w:i. th c,,t~;;;h but :i. t Wi:\S 

,:\ p,:1ltr-;i..- f:H.l.m th,,\t ~:,•nf:;ur:E~ci his dc-:~p0~r·1d,:\r·10:~u f..k,b 10~::-t hi~,; moth€-:-!'" 
wh:i.1.€:> on :the-:~ :i.~;;l.;,tnd .,,nd .w,;\~,; d€('f.)€'!nctc:\nt on h:i.·::; d:i.vcwcc-:-:-d sistc:.;,,,· 
who w,,ts h,:\vinq hE•t'' own hf:-d 1. 

Soon .;d'tc-:~r· n':~lear:>E! ,rd't<~~v- mc+:d :i. c:,;\]_ c-:~x.;un:i.nc•. t:i.on h€-:- v.J,:\1,; ·found to 
he\V(,~ td.C€~r·s,n He t..\1-.':\~,; ope,,'..a:tc,-~d on at l(:i.ng Edv.•an:l hop:i. t.;-..1 and 
c,;une :i.n to t.h€-~ o·f·f:i. cc7~ to 1,;ho1>.1 h:i.1;;. sc:,;u··.. It v.Jas,. VJ€-:-<-:-1p:i.ng.. I 
phoned my matron sister to f:i.nd out what could be done. 

I cannot recall 
li,t1;;t just b<£-:-·fon0 
him R5.00 to buy 
came back with 2 

his many visits to my office but remember the 
he went into exile in December, 1976 .. I ~•ve 
himself a sh:i.rt for Xmas. He left and later 

large containers of orange juice and said -

GIVE JT TO THE CC:WIF;:f.~DEt>•. IN THE . TRif.iL. (HARRY (.;;IJ.Jf,i...A 'S) I CAM 
r'.:11...WAYS BUY i~ BHIRT.. THEIR MEED JiS Gf~!:::?'ffEF'. THt,!·-.1 MIME .. 

Th.-,d. t'-1,,H,; Bol::i :• a1,; (_:Jt":!n<-:~n:n.tr:,. ;;11,; the d,,,.y Wc\j,f lc:mq.. He VJe\"!:; gc:.rH? 
w:i.th his operation scar not healed and a few days later we 
found out that he was safe in Maputo. Until that happened you 
hctV(:·! no :i.di:-::',,t 1, . .1h,:\ t f:,h:-!E•pl(·,~':,,~,; n i9 h-!:s I .J0ndui--·c~~d .. , It \1,t<:1.s J,.:rH:>Wl(,~d<.F:• 
,,·1nd i;;.tv·c-::-ss ·U·,.,,t c:ould not bt,' sh,,i!'"f·:cl but h,,1d to b<£·! bo1··-rH? .:-d.QrH,:•., 

In ,Jul:>-·· :!.977 11-Jhf,•n th,:-:•: un:i.t I Wi:t':,; :i.nvolvE,•d :i.n!, c:,,\mE• i1 c:1,·oppE~1-·· I 
had to flee into exile in Lesotho, leavinq my three children 
1,;:i.th th(-,:-:i.1,. D,,,.d t.,1:i.th 1.,._1hwn I ':,,h,,,.i--·(:~d c1c:c:i-:•:~:;!,; ,:1nd cu·,::.-1:.ody .. -."tk: 
1:n-omptly 1;:.ou,:;_1ht c:1 .. 11,;tod;,' crf my d;;1uqht~,:1'· until h0~ 11.J<:\!::- ':,;·!:.opp~::>d b::,--· 
·the ANC. The children all~, Sahdhan, Sha and f~khth:i. were 
'!~fiJl: to London on Sh,,\'!,; :!.'.':,th b:i.t··th<:i,,\y on tl·w:' ~:;:ti,;t ,lu.ly!, :!.97/" 
Dt1~as.a week of hell having to cope with my week old cix~le, 
··U1~-:•~:u:!:1-tody: ,,\ppl:i.c:,,..-t.:i.on c:,nd h,,\VE• th,,:-1 c:h:i.ldn,?P °!:>"t~nt ,,U'-1<':\)I .. 

MD had mad~ application 
recall Sahdhan asking me 

·fo1··· p<I•S':,;pot·--t_,,,; ·fo,,· th(,-:, ch:i. 1<:tn•:,,n.. I 
to qive MD Sukhth:i.'s passport and 



. ., pn:rnii.s:i.nq that hf:.• l-'-Jrn.lld not 1:;E,•nd Suk~;;. c·1way unlf,!1,;i,; h,;,! lv,1d my 
consent. The boys said they wanted to qo to their Aunts in the 
UK. I could have stopped them but they assured me they wanted 
ta qo. I did not trust MD's application for Qukhthi's 
passport. I knew he had made ap~lication for an exit permit 
and h,,\d hf.d. p fn::,m ,J. l,i. i=;'.E~ddy o·f thf.~ Sou th f':r·fl•·:i. c,,tn Ind :i.,:\n 
Council fame. In November 1977 unable to secure an exit permit 
he fled into exile with William Khanyile. · 

Bob and I shared the exigencies of exile. Whenever he came ta 
Lesotho he stayed with me. His initial MK activities were 
without formal training, now in exile he was sent for traininq 
cmd told m<,:> of c1--·,,u,,1l:i.nq on h:i.s ~;;tc)tn<:\ch ·fo1·· ~Y.+ ho1 .. u-··s .. l.iJh,~.t 
about th<·,! sc,:\r·. It h<:11::- l"if.~,,d<,-:>d hf? ,,1sst.wv1.•d mf.:•. 

There were no hotel bill for the ANC. Whenever I went to 
Maputo we enjoyed a meal together. In food strapped Maputo he 
had become adept at knowinq how to obtain it. He would stand 
:i.n thE:! bn-:!,:\d quEH.H-:! ,:\nd !:w:i.n<;_I us p1-·E!C:i.rn.t~,- pc\,:\l.Hl;.I fo1-- b1-·E!,,\l•.:·fa1:;t. 
H:i.i::- m,:\n··:i.,:\(.:Jt~ to <'.-\ co,1H,.c"1~ ( hf:;,r· ncHnf.•! ··<,:'Vci.d<,~s me~ nrn,.1) did not 
last and after the birth of their child they were divorced. 
Bob shared his pain with me. 

In Maseru I used to get up at 4am, and make roti and curry for 
my comrades in Maputo and despatch it with comrades who were 
travelling out .. I had notes from Ronnie and Sue telling how 
they enjoyed the food and thanking me profusely. Then I had a 
note from Moses Mabhida tell:i.nq me not to send any food as it 
w,,1~::- ·fo1··qott,1.-)r·1 in th€·! boot c)"f' ~ c,,H,. ;;,.nd :i. t h<:H:I n:ittc-:,,d.. l··-lo 
men··(:-! n 

By September 1983 the borders with SA were closed - all 12 
borders and Leso-I:.~:, was starvinq. The boers threatened to k:i.11 
me if I had not left Lesotho by Saturday 9/9/83. Reluctantly I 
left hoping that the oxygen held at the border will be allowed 
into Lesotho to save some patient from death. I met Bab in 
Maputo and both Ebi ( I had not seen since 1963) and Bob were 
a qreat comfort. 

After a little while in Zambia, I got a job in the Law 
df.~P<='l'"bn<-:mt,. On<::f? I (f.•~,:\bl:i.shE~d ,,, hoi!H-:! i:\nd ·folJ.01.,_i:i_ng th<•:~ 
1~11--:.om,:\·l-.:i. ,:~c:con:I ., ·f'n·i J n6.1f1f<:1 Bi,\n1en··,:\ ·· ~; !,;o_:im.wn :i.n · ,[~1-·:i. t,,d.n t>JhE!I'"(-:-: hf,! 
1···pr-p·j,1pd 1···(::,d c·:\1··pc::•+ +1··,~,--+-rPn+ HP r·p·l·1t1··r·r::-d l~ 1-{1---i+"i<::.b ff·:,dF• 

·.~· •• - ••• :,·.l• :. ·: ,:. .-: • •; •• <. • :. :•. ·• i.l' -· <:\. :•' f :: ·,• n ;::;:-.;·. •• ·• ••· .. .. J ••• • • • • . ••• • ·•. ••• • I< .. ... 

UI! .!. f , .. I ill.:," T ... :, .... .. . . .. . . ·:. .. I I 1(·;! tfr,IC 1.~.I<:\ !,; 1-·:.:i. C k(:•:·d OU. t c:.-f' 
Maputo. A skeleton staff remained. Bob was one of themJ 
However they were soon kicked out from Mozambique. 

We saw them once or twice in Harare until he was sent to 
Amsterdam as our Chief Representative" He took c:are of my 
dauqhter durinq the women's conference. We returned home to 
South Africa in the 90's and he married a new bride whom I 
feel was threatened by our long relationship. When I asked if 
th('·:Y w~:-:•n,,:· qo:i.rH_:J to ,Joi::-f,'Ph Md lul i '!::- i'urH,!l'",,d. ,, !,;he !,;.;d.d th,,:-)y t, .. 1f:-:•1···,:-:, 
not go:i.nq. I qot a ride with some American friends to the 
funeral and found Bob and his wife there. Both avoided my 

behind some of their companions and avoided 





Xmas 1995 I called him with 
off the vendetta that kept 
let me talk to Bob. 

,:•. V :i. (·:! ¼I t 0 

u ~,; ,:i. p ,:U'" t !I 

~ 

apologizing ahd calling 
but his wife refused to 

·rhat hurt but not as much as a recent acquaintance of Bob 
tf:~llinq mf,: i,,tl·H:~n I c\sl-·:.(,·:d :i.·f he-::, h,;.d 1,;<-:-1(0n Bob .. Mo he n:~plif:~d but 
I h,:\d h:i.':::- Xme,i,;. c,,u,·-d .. Tl·H-:H··f:1 1A1af:,. no c,,u-··d ·fo1··· uf:; : lJJe n:-:qul<':\t-ly 
·::,.(•:-mt h:i.m c,;,n:ls i•.ii··,<,-)n no on<,~ c-?ls<-:-i d:i.d to 1;:01::<1:H-:,·n Isl,;u-1d. H<-:-! h,,1':::-
n:-:qul,,\1'· <-:-imploymE•n-!:. no1.,.J ,,\nd h.,,\':::- t.1,,10 ··n.,,1ti::- ;;,ncl h:i.i,; w:i.·fe 1;..1c:H'"k.i;;. :i.·f 
:i. t ':,;u:i. ti,; h1-:~1r,. HE~ E~,:HTl!::- Pnouqh ·fo,-· bcrl:h.. (:md Yf?'::i- ht! h,:•.':::- no rHZ•ed 
oi' us ncn,J .. 

What do yotl think? 
resents my inab:i.1:i.ty to walk, 
cl€~pEmd<:;.r·1G:•) on h:i.mu J: dont k.now .. 

heard his story~ Perhaps he 
my l,;\c:I--:. o·f t1···,:\n':,;per1···t ,:1.nd m:;-,-· 

-


