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Has a year really passed since we last sent you a letter? Many of you have sent 
Christmas cards and letters and photos to us and we are very happy about that. T 
letter is a kind of reply even if it's one-way information. We have read and re-rea 
your cards and letters many times. Send more! Send often! 
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The news from us is all good. We've weathered 1996, a year that included some m8:ilr 
.• changes for both ofus, and we're off to a good start in 1997. The biggest change fo. 
·. us may not sound so dramatic but in fact it is. Bill left IBM at year's end, which m 
we can now live together all days of the week. It's the end of weekly commuting t 
Stockholm!! And it's the end of a long career with IBM but it was about time, 
actually, since there was no good reason to stay, especially considering that IBM 
offered such_ a good retirement package. 

Our plans for retirement are that Bill will work part time, ha ha, it's true, did you 
r~lly think he'd stop working, and Bodil will cut back her teaching job to part tim 

. If you had asked us a few months ago when our plans would come true, the answe 
would have been, it will come about in due time if the gods are with us. Well, at th 
moment of writing this, Bill is working part time for a small software company (yes, 
'he got a new job). And Bodil is teaching part time at her usual school, an adult high 
school. 

:~ But, in fact, all this is slated to change. We may be moving to Stuttgart for a year. .,. 
You'll find out more in our next yearly letter, if not before. 

Bodil' s big change last year involves her being cut back in hours at school due in part 
to the mean deal they give teachers these days .. . they haven't been giving tenure at 
Bodil's school the past years and Bodil together with about half the staff is hired a year 
at a time. Those with tenure are guaranteed full-time work. The others aren't even '-
guaranteed a pot to piss in. But, maybe this is a blessing in disguise, since at the 
moment it could be a good thing for Bodil to have some time for herself, too, 
something she hasn't had the past years. 

In our spare time we do what we like to do or have to do, depending on how you look~. 
.at it. Bodil is very busy with her new venture, or actually, adventure, being a member 
of an amateur theater group. They did a radio play last year, and, well, yes, they are 
putting on a real play soon for real, paying public. Bill is very proud of her--she's a 
great actress. Another ofBodil's many activities (besides politics which we won't talk 
about much this time) is house work. We have a continual discussion about house 

~ work in our family, and somehow Bodil winds up doing most of it . 

)! Another spare time activity, which has occupied a lot of our time during some 
~ \ months in 1996 but which is now temporarily on the back burner, is our little house 

\ in the n~arby town ofHoganas. We've written about this house earlier; it' s a place 
that we may rent out one day, or sell, or, god forbid, move to if necessary .. Anyway. 
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e've done some work on it and in it, and there' s plenty left to do before it ' s livab~ ! 
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according to our high standards. You'll surely be hearing more about it next year. A 
long-time, continuing saga. 

We get out a lot every day, rain or shine, or snow or shine, walking the dog. Lucky we 
have a dog. We both love the fields and sea where we live and it ' s a wonderful way for 
us to relax and clear our heads. Sometimes there's a storm blowing with forbidding
looking white waves smashing the shoreline. Other times the sea is as calm as a lake (in 
fact, there are no waves here except when the wind blows). So our main exercise is, 
yes, dog walks. We are not into those exotic sports that some of you mention in your 
letters--we have a whole sports catalog gleaned from your letters, everything from 
cross-country skiing to baseball to sky-diving, not to mention knitting. And bless you 
for having those sporty hobbies, we're sure they will keep you young just as dog 
walking does for us. 

Those of you who know our kids probably remember them as little girls or teenagers 
or ·whatever. Of course they aren't that any longi;,r, even they have gotten old. Pushing 
thirty. Sanna is still working at her newspaper job. She studied during 1996 another, 
very different subject, with the idea of having a private business in her spare time, 
namely, massage. Her new massage business seems to be taking shape just now. And, 
even though the newspaper work is getting more interesting just now, Sanna hopes to 
cut it back to part time to allow her more opportunity to develop her business. Sanna 
lives in the town where she's been living for many years now, located about an eight
hour drive north of Stockholm. 

Lisa has had a variety of jobs as doctor the past two years during her medical 
internship, but all that is behind her now. At this moment she' s just begun her first job 
as an accredited doctor. She's a GP in a medical group and she seems to like it a lot. 
Lisa also gives a lot of attention to her permanent boyfriend Adnane. Th~y have so 
many work and spare-time activities that we sometimes wonder how they manage to 
jam everything into their busy weeks. Next week they will jam Bill in, because he' ll be 
in Stockholm on business and they will meet for an evening together. They used to 
meet often when he commuted to IBM but things are different now. 

We usually manage to insert, actually sometimes to sneak in, some of our most 
personal views of the world into these letters. A bit about environmental issues, a bit 
about political issues, a bit about the nature of man, the future of mankind, a little side
swipe at organized religion, you know, simple, down-to-earth kinds of stuff. To give 
you a glimpse of our real selves, the Gordons. This time, we don't plan to do that . This 
letter will be devoid of all philosophical, moral, religious, and political overtones or 
innuendos. So you will have to guess where we stand on the issues dear to your hearts. 
If you want to know where we do stand, drop us a line. 

Bye for now. _ 
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