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WHAT IS THE JIM GALE MEMORIAL AFRICAN SCHOLARSHIP TRUST FUND (JGMASTF)? 

Jim Gale was well known for his work against apartheid, and at the time of his death in 1985 had 
been trying to persuade the Australian Government of the urgent need to provide scholarships for 
South Africans and Namibians, so that those nations, once liberated from apartheid, would have 
people trained in the skills necessary,!P facilitate a well-run society. When he died, the Fund was 
establ ished so that his efforts might be canied on in a real way. 

In the years since, we have been able to provide university scholarships for Don Ngakaoe 
(Sth.Africa) and Mekoodjo Kaapanda (Namibia), Don' s scholarship being later taken over by the 
University of Adelaide and Mekor>djo's by the Australian Government. We provided living 
expenses for :\deutala Hishoogwa and her daughter Nelao (Namibia) and Kbosa Ntshinga 
(Sth.Africa) to assist their studies in Australia, and brought Agnes Mbali (Sth.Africa) and her 
daughter to Adelaide so that Agnes could complete her Midwifery Cenificate. 

We no longer have enough in the Fund to provide university scholarships, but are presently 
arranging to bnng two women from the Nonhern Province of South Africa to Australia for shon-

term study. _,/ .,_ _,, ~ _ 

They are: Maria Lekganyaoe, w will «u~ ~ ment and running of a toy library and 
other skills: and Rosinab Se ya, who will study the es ·snment and functioning of women' s 
facilities here and other i es concerning women. e Fund will provide their fares and a very 
small living allowanc , d will arrange for the t\ , women to be bi lleted whilst in Australia. 

We have receivi:d a request from Urban Ecolo1:,,y Australia for financial assistance so that they may 
offer a training course to a South African, who would work with them for four months to learn 
about the community processes, technology and design pnnc1ples needed for ecological 
development. The Fund would again provide the fares and a very small living allowance, and 
Urban Ecology Australia would arrange billeting for the person. 

In order to co,er the basic costs of these three people so that they may come to Australia to study in 
these areas at this imponant stage of s·outh Africa's transition, we seek your urgent assistance. 
The J GMASTF is tax deductible, so all donations of S2 or more incur a ~x rebate for the 
donor. Please encourage your friends to assist as well More copies of this letter are available on 
request Remember: include name and address for return of receipt for tax. 

Thank you for :,,our assis tance in the past. We hope that you are able to assist us again now. 

--------~ Yours sincerely, 

Irene Gale AM 

Please find enclosed donation to the JGMASTF (tax deductible) 

Enclosed S .. (make cheques pavable to JGMASTF) 

My name: 

Address 

code. 

Send !o: PO Box 5 ! . Kensington Park SA 5068 Australia 
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President Nelson Mande la 
Parliament House, Pretoria. 

Dear President Mandel a, 

Answerphone: (08) 212 7138 

Fax: d - (08) 231 3822 

--marked· Attention Irene Gale 

P.O. Box 51. Kensingcon Park. S.A. 5068. Australia 

30 September 1994 

I enclose a letter which I sent to Rev. Frank Chikane on 8 March 1990. I am sending it to you because you are 
presently enquiring into violence carried out under the apartheid regi me. I would like it if you could 
consider the possibility raised and notify me ofany information which might be forthcoming on the matte r. I 
realise that the similarities in symptoms experienced may be purely co incidental, but if the apartheid regime 
had wanted to remove an Australian anti-apartheid activist, then Jim Gale was clearly one of their most 
effective and dedicated enemies here. -

In New Zealand we hosted Robert Resha in our home in 1966, and during the following years, in NZ and in 
Australia, we hosted very many South African (and Zimbabwean and Namibian) visiting speakers in our 
home, including people such as Gertude Shope, Dennis Brutus, Rev. Alan Boesak, Mavis Nhlapo, Rev. 
Arnold Stofile, Andrew Moletsane, and Eddie and Nosizwe Funde, to name but some. 

J im was an anti-apartheid activist of the highest order. He had the facts about apartheid at his finge r-tips. He 
was a talented public speaker, who could explain the issues very clearly and simply, or in the greatest detail, 
as the situation demanded. He was dedicated to fighting for freedom and democracy in southern Africa (as 
well as in NZ and Australia), by making sure that he did all he could to ensure that Australia took a proper 
stance in relation to apartheid. He was warm, caring and persuasive, and was one of Australia's most 
effective anti-apartheid campaigners. 

The letter which I sent to Rev. Chikane read: 
"Dear Rev. Frank Chikane, 1 am writing this letter to you, and sending carbon copies of it also to 
Archbishop Desmond T utu and Dr. Alan Boesak, because, while I have nothing other than my own feelings 
to go on, 1 think it important that you know that these concerns exist, particularly if more facts sho uld begin 
to come to light on the subject. My husband and I were active in the anti-apartheid movement, first in New 
Zealand from the beginn ing o f the '60s, and then in Australia after we came here in 1971 . My husband, Jim 
Gale, was the National Convenor of the Campaign Against Rac ia l Explo itation (CARE Ausfralia) a nd as 
such attended several United Nations confe rences and seminars on the topic o f Apartheid. (I ·am still 
involved, and have also attended UN conferences, but this letter relates to Jim, not me.) 

"In August/September 1985, we had run a UN conference on Namibia in Canberra, Australia, and after a 
week back in Adelaide Jim went off to a special seminar on Namibia at UN HQ in New York. There he 
chaired the Drafting Comminee of the seminar as well as taking part in the affairs of the seminar. He 
arrived back in Adelaide o n the Monday morning ( 16 Sept.'85) and told me that he fe lt very strange and 
rather ill. He normally kept extremely good health, was a keen jogger and sportsplayer, and usual ly s lept 
soundly -- a fact which enabled him to keep up t1\e extraordinary pace of his everyday life over many years. 
He said that he had been unable to s leep duri ng the last few nights in NY, nor on the 33hr. plane-trip home 
(not usual for him), and on the Monday and Tuesday nights following hi s arriva l he could not sleep either. 
My daughter, Li nda, and I were 'layi ng out' the CARE Newsletter at that stage and worked right through the 
days and both of those nights getting it ready for the printer on the Wednesday morning, and Jim kept 



..... 

coming through to tel I us he couldn't get to sleep, and asking could he help. We sent him bac k to bed, but he 
was very unsettled . 

"On the Wednesday morning he went as usuaJ to work at the College of Advanced Education where he was a 
lecturer and at lunchtime joined the College team in a 'Lif~ Be In It' Fun Run. As he ran tie told a co-runner 
that he must have taken the first lap too fast and would slow down. At that, he fell to the ground dead. The 
autopsy finding was that he had had a heai1 attack and suffocated on his own vomit (although worded more 
fom1ally than that). That was on the 18th September. Noone who knew J im could believe that he had ever 
had any heart trouble. My immediate reaction was to wonder about the fact that he had been in NY until two 
days before, but I thought 'What do I say to the pol ice? --"Perhaps he's been murdered" -- T hey'd think I was 
mad with griefor something, and what good would it do? He's dead.' I knew they wouldn't take me seriously, 
and so I said nothing. When l rang overseas offices to noti fy people of his death, several of them asked was I 
sure it was a heart attack. I replied that that was the finding of the autopsy. 

"Then, a few years later, I read of the mysterious illness which you had suffered whilst visiting the USA, and 
all the symptoms which were described in the article fitted what Jim had described to me as the strange 
things which had happened to him and how he felt. It seemed to me then that there was perhaps more than 

-. .coincidence involved, but there still seem(!'(t'not enough to raise the issue. Now we have reports in our 
papers of a judicial inquiry being held into a group called the Civil Cooperation Bureau, including the 
following: 'Another plan hatched by the bureau was said to have involved "tampering" with the luggage of 
the Rev. Frank Chikane, gen.sect. of SACC, an anti-apartheid umbrella group. T he extent of the reported 
tampering was not specified.' 

"Well, perhaps Jim did have a heart attack and just literally ran himself into the ground -- but [ would 
appreciate it if you could keep his case in mind and, if appropriate, make any inquiries which might later 
become possible. With best wishes, Irene Gale." 

Later, of course, the CCB said words to the effect of, 'Yes, we sprayed Chikane's luggage with a poison 
which was intended to kill him' (he had become separated from his luggage for a time and recovered, and 
then on being reunited with his luggage he became ill again, and someone made the connection, tests were 
carried out and the poison detected). Rev. Tutu replied to the above letter, saying he took my suggestions 
seriously and would keep them in mind. But, so far as I know, nothing was ever mentioned about it in the 
official inquiry into the CCB, or since. 

I would appreciate it very much if you could look-into this matter as part of your present inquiries. 

I was very honoured to meet you at Parliament House in Canberra and to attend your welcoming ceremonies 
in Sydney and Melbourne. The final achievement of the overthrow of apartheid and the present building of a 
truly democratic, non-racist, non-sexist society in South Africa is wonderful to see, and we in Australia are 
pleased to have been able to play a small part in these marvellous events. We continue to do what we can to 
support the new South Africa. Next week we will welcome the members of the Chris Hani Memorial Tour 
(Charles Nqakula, John Gomomo and Thenjiwe Mthintso) to Adelaide and we look forward to hearing 
them. We hope that our efforts to make their visit as effective as possible will bear fruit in the future. 

I wish you, and South Africa, well for the future. There is still far to go, but the people of South Africa have 
long shown themselves to be willing to struggle with dedication for the good ofall. 

P/ ,JJf/~ .-, ,~ ~ ~ (ctb) 1 remain, 

Yours sincerely, 

Irene Gale A.M. 
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