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Thank y ou so much for the sending me the copy of The 
Constitution . I cannot tell you how much I value the 
dedication you wrote inside. 

The r eview in the Sunday Independent was also much 
appreciated. He seems to have grasped the essential truth 
that s o often escapes the (historically ignorant} English. I 
cannot tell you how many letters I have received from people 
(who haven ' t read the book} beginning: 'How dare you suggest 
that Rhodes was a racist? . . . Preposterous to describe that 
great man as the architect of apartheid', and so on. 
Normally , I just send them a copy of the chapter headed 'Prime 
Minister of the Cape' . Sometimes they write back with an 
apology . Usually they remain silent. 

Phy llis, the reason your dedication was so important to me 
(and your January letter so hurtful} is that you had touched a 
nerve . There are many aspects of my professional life that 
worry me . I see colleagues making a f iving, recording other 
people's pain and struggle, while remaining utterly (they 
would say professionally} detached. People are filmed. 
'Thank you very much . Wonderful interview. Very powerful. 
Really helpful to my career.' Those people are immediately 
dropped and their struggle forgotten, while the film-maker 
mov es on to new pastures. And so the process continues. I 
hav e a horror of becoming someone like that. I also recognise 
that my wor k allows me a comfortable living, which is worlds 
away from some of the situations I witness and describe. What 
one tries so hard to do is to live a unified life, where every 
f i lm , book, personal action and decision are connected. 
Twenty yea rs ago y ou helped me. You inspired me. You became 
and will always remain a great friend. It was a great shock 
to discover that you felt like one of the 'discarded people', 
and believed, after listening to a radio interview, that I had 
been transformed from an anti-apartheid activist into a neo
colonialist, who admired the achievements of Cecil Rhodes. 

I am so delighted that we are in touch again and have re
e stablished our friendship . It's not clear when I will be 
coming to South Africa again, but I will be returning and so 
look forward to seeing you again. 
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