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24./4./1997 

Dearest Phil, 

\ 
18 Gladstone Rd 
Bowral 2576 NSW 
ph/fax 61/48/622325 

This •is just a belated little note to say hello and to let 

you know that I am thinking of you very often. I cannot 

believe how this year has flown. Are you happier now that 

you are back in your own place? And how is your health? If I 

had the money I would ring you ... next year whe n I hope I am 

back in the age earning workforce. A grandmother 

agein .. congratulations .... Sucks is certainly working hard at 

it isn't she!! I do hope that you see her and both of the 

little ones. 

As for things in S A we get some news but not in detail. 

Smangaliso Mkhatshwa who as you know is now Deputy Minister 

of Education was here on a two week tour. I had the chance 

to spend a bit of time with him and caught up on some of the 

news ther~. It was just so lovely to see him again, he is 

of course his usual self .... busy as usual but we had a very 

enjoyable day together. After Mas s in Redfern we had a walk 

in Sydney's botanical gardens whic~ I always love, a stroll 

over the Opera House by the harbour, and a long chatty 

lunch. It was so wonderful to see him and to feel myself 

back in your beautiful country. I had hoped that he might 

be able to spend a day or so up here as it is very beautiful 

and restful. Not only my place but the whole area is 

restful, but unfortunately that was not possible. 

On matters that keep me busy here,I am e nclosing a copy of 

our latest WREN brochure. You will see that we invited a 

Burmese women here in April but unfortunately it was a bit 

of a disaster. She had quite major pregnancy complications 

a nd could not compl ete the program, which in the light of 

the situation in Burma was a great pity. We are working 

still on supporting Olfat and the Centre there of course but 

we now have a very conservative government and it is more 

than an uphill battle. I am in regular contact with her and 

the peop l e in Palestine as well of course, and you will know 

that the situation remains very difficult there. 

As for my self I hop e to be able to get back to Lebanon 

early next year. My PHO studies are going wel l and I am 

hopeful that I will complete my PHD this year.My scholarship 

runs out in January so that is a powerful motivational 

factor in completing my PHD by then. What to do next is the 

big •question. I will apply for a postdoctoral research 

fellowship at the Uni but they are like hen's teeth. I am 

keen to continue to research Muslim women in Central Asia( 

that is the old USSR north of Afghanistan). But first I am 

going to write the 50 year history of Palestinian refugee 
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' women in exile in Lebanon through the eyes of Olfat' s 
grandmother, mother and herself. How I am going to get money 
to do this is another auestion! ! but I have a lot of faith 
(and I will work on it too!!) . 

Well my dear this is Just a little not e to keep in touch. 
Look after yourself and keep in touch when you can. 

~ . ~-

.;JJ_i¾: l ''i . !::tttt. - _;:t,; ,_ ~ .. 

• 

~, •. r.·,;j; 7;;"7".r.·:i 




