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Friday 26th Septem ber, 1997.
My dear Mother Joseph ine,
It sounds a very long time ago that you told me you would be
retirin g in Septem ber and now in 4 days time Septem ber would
have gone and then where do you go from here.
I had planned to come to Lesotho to see you before you were
retired ( a second time) but it did not happen .
I hope you
dont leave for the UK immed iately. That you stay in the
Southe rn African sun where you have lit up so many lives with
your specia l brand of sunshin e.
Certain ly if I look back on my life, you have been a
influen ce. Your humili ty has touched me again and again.

great

I have looked at your hands and marvel led at your daily work
load. I recall the problem s you shared with me. It was a very
privele ged time for me. Thank you Mother .
When my mother died on the 19th Novemb er, 1981, I was in exile
in Lesotho at the time. I was not able to make my peace with
my Mum. To thank her for all the love and care she bestow ed on
me and her childre n. It has bugged me since.
I wanted to come to Masite , to hold your hands and to thank
you for your wonder ful life and for bringin g so much sunlig ht
into mine.
Now I do that from Durban . I stretch out my hands across the
miles that separa te us and hug you. Thank you Mother .

Sincer ely and with so much love

Phylli s Naidoo
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