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August 5, 1997 
. Hi Phyllis ... 

YES! We got the Cosmos! They are beautiful and 
the thought of you carefully cutting them out and 
gluing them on the background sheets touches us as 
much as the eosmos themselves do! Thanks so 
much ... and speaking of gluing, so many people have 
commented on the scrapbook you made. We always 
find something new in it each time we open it. 

. Your tribute to Che was powerful and moving. 
Thanks for sharing it. 

Enclosed is a tape from National Public Radio 
(the same station you were on once). This is from a 
daily interview program called "Fresh Air". This is an 
inrerv1ew first with Priscilla Hayner who is doing a 
book on Truth Commissions around the world. You 
met her earlier this year when she was in South 
Africa (she sent me a great picture of you and her in 
your kitchen). (Oh, and we love that mug taken of 
you in the photocopy shop!) She said she would be 
happy for me to send this to you though she cringes 
to think of how much she may have gotten wrong. 
Let me know what you think. 

Also there is an interview with a guy whose name 
I forget who you will no doubt be aware of. He was 
an agent, then he says a double-agent working in the 
anti-apartheid movement in SA. Now he's studying at 
Notre Dame Univ. here (where Kathy Royer 
works ... we'II see if she has heard of him) 

Well, I hate to rush but Sarah will wake soon, the 
boys need lunch, and Fern will be waiting to nurse 
Sarah .... so much love to you....... /17~ 
PS We still wish we could e-mail ;/u or fax you. 
Could we help you get geared up? 
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FROM STAFF REPORTS 

Community activist Monroe Gilmour of Black 
Mountain is the winner of the 1997 Dr~ Marketta 
Laurila Free Speech Award. 

The award is given each year to recognize Western 
North Carolinians who, despite risk, work to preserve 
the First Amendment right to free speech. 

"It is fitting that our special 10th anniversary award 
recognizes a Western North Carolinian who · not only 
exercises freedom of speech but also supports its cele
·bration and enables others to exercise it, too," said Vu--

. ginia McCullough of the awards committee. 
She said Gilmour received the award for speaking 

out on civil ' rights issues and enabling others to speak 
out since . he and his wife, Fern Martin, settled in the 
area in 1987. Gilmour, a Charlotte native, has helped 
citizens win victories on issues such as racism, the envi
ronment, housing, workers' rights and school reform. . 

Gilmour co-founded Western North Carolina Citi
zens for an End to Institutional Bigotry, a group that 
monitors white supremacist groups and assists survi;,, 
vors of hate crimes. He helped found Ashevill&-Bun-

. combe United Public Workers, a local union affiliate of 
the American Federation of State, County and Munici
pal Employees. ·, · · " : • · 

Gilmour said that during the course of his work he 
has been threatened and harassed in person and in 
print. 

"Unfortunately, officials or people tryirig · to hide 
something often respond with those tactics, but it's 
been_ worth_ it," he said. "We don't really have free 

"Unfortunately, officials 
or people trying to hide 

sornething often respond 
with those tactics, but it's 
been worth it. We don't 
really have I rgc speech 
unless we exercise it. " 

MONROE GILMOUR 
BlACKMOlJNTAIN 

speech unless we exercise it." 
Gilmour will receive the award in a ceremony at 7 

p.m. Aug. 9 at the Unitarian Universalist Church in 
Asheville. Music and entertainment will be provided. 
There will be a potluck dinner, and child care will be 
-provided. 

The award is named for Marketta Laurila, its first 
recipient. The former UNQA Spanish professor was 
denied reappointment after becoming an outspoken op
ponent of U.S. policy in Central America. 

The award is sponsored by numerous area groups 
including the Asheville-Buncombe Community Rela
tions Council and the WNC chapter of the ACLU. For 
more information call McCullough at 258-9782 or Clare 
Hanrahan at ~ 10. .• 



#4 Glenariff, 
96 Umbilo Road, 
Durban 4001. 
South Africa. 

Tel: 031 - 213744 

Thursday 21st August, 1997. 

Dear Fern and Monroe, 

Hey Monroe I am green with envy at your printing. Big, Bold, 
Black and Beautiful. It is so good for my eyes. Thank you. I 
complained to my lawyer friend who sent me a dog in legal 
clothes and whose writing I could not read. While I loved the 
legal dog I wanted to read what she said. Will our friendship 
continue after this, W&o!N. to hear. 

Thank you for the tape of Priscilla . Incidentally talking with 
the Bangladesh Ambassador here, I asked if a TRC was possible 
there - his reply was most instructive - WE CANNOT AFFORD A TRC. So while there might be the political will, poor countries do not have the cash. Our TRC fellas are being paid handsomely and the whole exercise is very costly. Some with lean prospects of employment want it kept on, after its legal 
life. 

Ive not heard of Mark Behr. His interview was interesting . 

I dent remember the photos of Priscilla or the photocopy. 

Yes I think a fax is in the pipeline as 
the loan he had from me. I faxed 6 pages 
cost R30.00. 

soon as Deva repays 
t JHB lately and it 

Congratulations on winning the 1997 Dr Marketta Laurila Free Speech Award. It is very impressive. 

Yesterday I thought I was not going to hear from you again. 
Its been awhile since I heard. Im glad that alls well with you all. 

Walus is asking for amnesty for killing Chris as I write. Oh, 
how I hate him. I can hear Suks scream at the airport as I 
arrived. It was such a pained cry. I can hear his children cry. 

What is a water slide? You seem to be enjoying yourself. 
Are you an artist ? Congratulate Aaron. He has a job at 7. 
Good for him. I am giddy watching you on that ladder. 
Where are you camping? You all look lovely - Sarah too. 
The ice cream making looks most unhygienic. I like the way all 
are transfixed with it. 
Davud's project sounds fascinating. 



I had a call from my friend Bernard from Germany. He had read Paula by Isabel Allende (The murdered president's neice) He said it reminded him of me. He sent it to me. 
It has been a difficult , book to read. Her daughter Paula falls ill and sinks into a coma. Isabel watches not knowing what to do. She decides that she is going to write the story of the family and keeps the reader abreast of what is happening to Paula. It is a true story. Isabel experienced the pain of exile. So much of our lives seem to be on the same road. She helped me enormously. 

This week our Sunday News magazine tells she has written another book -The 4th World - about the Amazon People. She has had writers block since Paula. Ive not been able to write a thing on Chris too. But This week I took out all my research material on both Chris and my Grandpa (Thatha) --Ive started work on Chris . The plan is that I finnish Chris and then go to Cuba . Return and finish From Thatha to Sha. 
Do you think I can do it. Well I am going to give it my best shot . 

Oh yes I am going to an old aged facility after getting rid of the remainder of my books to Cuba. My papers to University of Westville Durban . I will take Alice in Wonderland, The Prince , Gullivers travels - Hows that? 

Love you all 

I am sending you a cows bell to put on your door to welcome your guests. It will bring back the mountains of Lesotho. The other jingle I got from Zimbabwe. It hardly moves in this flat. It needs the mountain winds to make a great sound. 
I trust you will enjoy it . 

• 

Phyllis I 
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LoCat activist recognized with Marketta Lauri la free, speech awar 
By Barbara Hootman 

STAFF WRITER 

Monroe Gilmour of Black Mountain 
has been chosen to receive the 1997 Dr. 
Marketta Laurila Free Speech Aw.a1:d. 

son of the late Dr. 
Mom·oe Gilmour, a 
cardiologist, and 
Mary Nash Keesler 
Gilmour. · 

man-?ed her . Mom is 90 years old, lives 
alone and continues to drive her car." 

Although he grew up in Charlotte, 
Gilmour spent most summers in Mon
treat. As an adult. he chose a life of ser
vice in some of the world's poorest areas. 

Gilmour worked in Africa and India 
as a member of the international staff of 
C.A.R.E. 

men worked in gold mines. I spent three 
years directing the project." 

While working in South Africa;• 
Gilmour met his wife and they were mar
ried. Fern Martin holds a master's de
gree in nursing and is a nurse practition
er. When she married Gilmour she was 
working with the Mennonite Central 
Committee in South Africa · teaching 
math and agriculture. She is originally 
from Landcaster County, Penn. 

The award has been given annually 
since 1988 to celebrate the First Amenct= 
ment right of free speech. It recognizes 
those in Western North Carolina who 
stand up for the right of free speech in 
ways that promote social justice, racial 
harmony, community betterment and 
self-determination. 

"My dad was a life
guard in Montreat at 
Lake Susan during 
the days when he . 
pinned handkerchiefs 
on the backs of girls' 
·swim suits to keep 
them from being too Gilmour 

"In South Africa I managed a large 
development project in which area 
women were trained to spin mohair into 
yarn," Gilmour said. "It was dyed and 
marketed around the world. The project 
created jobs for the women while the 

After three years in South Africa; 
Gilmour was transferred to India with 
C.A.R.E. He spent four years as deputy 
director coordinating 170,000 nutritional 

immodest," Gilmom· 
A native of Charlotte, Gilmour is the said. · "He met my mom in Montreat and 

Gilmour2 cont,J,~mpage 1 

reached a crossroads regarding 
, he wanted to do with his future. 

"I had to decide ifi wanted to 
continue to work ori direct ser-

. vice type work that I had done in 
the ·past, or enter the area of 
community organizing and at
tempt to address structural in
justice in society," Gilmour said. 
"I chose the latter and have never 
been sorry." 

The Gilmours moved to Black 
Mountain in 1987, planning to 
stay just one year. 

"I find Black Mountain excit
fog, and a community in which I 
can help make a, difference," 
Gilmour said. "I realize a lot of 
people.do not know what I do ex
cept I stay home arid rear my 
three kids while my wife works. 
I chose to be an activist with a 
benchmark of, a sen~e of fairness 

. •>r e~ryone. I wan~ everyone to 
~ fair chance." . 
,.Monroe and Fern Martin are 

the oarents of three children. 

David is 10 years old··and a fifth
grader at Black Mountain · Ele
mentary. Aaron is. 7 years old 
and a second-grader,: at Black 
Mountain Primary,· and Sarah is 
20 months old. , Gilmour de
scribes himself as his wife's assis
tant. 
_ "~e de_cided ~hen _w~ beg~_n 

our Ja~ily that one of us 'would 
. stay home and have as much con

, tact · with the children as possi
,., bl_e," Gilmour said. "My work can 

be done from a home office, giv-
ing me the freedom to be with 
the children a lot. My wife is the 

. driving force, the central core of 
our family." 
. Gilmour co-founded WNC Cit
izens for An End to -Institutional 
Bigotry, a group that monitors 
whit~ supremacist groups and as
sist survivors of hate crimes. His 
work'. . is' funded through small 
grant~ : and individual phi
lantr9pists. 

"A 'minimum of 85 percent of 

what1I do is never picked up by 
the m~dia," Gilmour said. "That 
is goop,_because it enables a com-

.· inunifj , organizer to work more 
effect1ye!J. 

"Ttij~· JS a great place . to live 
and ~<?r~ because there is a solid 
core of people who will work 1,vith 
you 1r).lep a!l _issue rises: People 
needJ ~i'Jmow they are not alone 
w~en .a problem surfaces. They 
need fo know there is somewhere 
to t4fn{ someone to help them, 
somepne to show them the direc
tion i~ ~hich they need to go." 

11} . t~e course of his work, 
Gilmour has been threatened and 
har~~sed in person and in print . 

"Unfortunately, officials or 
people trying to hide something : 
often respond with those tactics, 
but it's been worth it," Gilmour 
said.· "We really don't have free
dom of speech unless we exercise 
it. The greatest inspiration for 
me has been working with many 
brave Western North Car lini-

ans who stand up for their rights. : 
The biggest problem is self-cen- : 
sorship. Many people are still 
afraid to speak out." 

Gilmour feels his biggest tal
ent is persistence in no letting 
an issue go. He will not settle for 
fluff-type answers from officials. 
He thinks doing his home work 
on each issue is vital. · · 

A favorite quote that he keeps 
I in mind each time he works on a 
. special issue ~omes from Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Gilmour 
_tises it as a focus and guide. 

· · .. : :The ultimate tragedy is not 
· the brutalfty of the bad people, 
buf the silence of the good ones." 

· Gilmour 1,vill receive the 1997 
Dr. Marketta Laurila Free 
Speech Award at a special 10th 
anniversary celebration at 7 p.m. 
ori Saturday, August 9 at the 
Unitarian Universalist Church, 1 
Edwin Place in Asheville. l 

• centers, hundr eds of staff members and 
a $100 million project. He was in charge 
of personnel, finance and administratiori. 

• In India, Fern volunteered in one of 
Mother Teresa's homes. vVhile in Delh:, 
she worked in a blind school helping to 
translate written materials into Braille. 
The Gilmours returned to the United 
States in 1984 so Fern could study nurs
ing at the University of Tennessee. 

While Fern was working toward a 
master's degree, Gilmour realized he • 

See Gilmour on page 18 
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