
'- Elke and Gtinter Wohlk 
P.O.Box 2725 
ADDIS ABABA 

18th of June, 1997 

Dear Phyllis, 

\ ' 

I m_eant to write to you much earlier but only now I find the time to do so. Thank you 
very much for the nice cloths you sent through Nosipho and Ajay. I will decorate our 
new house with it when we are going to move end of August/beginning of September. 
Nosipho phoned me in the office where I was helping out for four months when the 
secretary had a baby, and our driver went to the S. A. embassy to collect the parcel. 
Unfortunately the office kept me busy until the day my sister arrived from Switzerland 
for a 3 week's visit so we did not have the opportunity to meet Nosipho. 
Let me tell you what happened since we last wrote to you, in order to get closer to 
each other again: Just after Christmas Carsten came to visit and we made a trip to 
Lalibela, here in Ethiopia, where around 1200 A.D. King Lalibela built the rock hewn 
churches, which are still there and very unique. We came back from Lalibela by car 
and learnt on arrival that my mother had died in Germany. With the help of Lufthansa 
Carsten and I could go on a flight the next day, just in time to reach home for the 
funeral. All _the family had gathered - as we had for the 90th birthday of my mother 
which she thoroughly enjoyed at that time. My mother was almost 92 years old when 
she died and was tired and ready to go, so it was not too hard for all of us. 
When I was back in Addis Ababa I had to start right away my job in Gtinter's office 
which went on till the 22nd of May, when my sister came for a visit. It was her first 
visit to Africa and her first trip after her retirement. She had for the last 9 years been 
managing and old people's home and this journey was the beginning of a new era in 
her life. 
Also for us here there are big changes in store. As I mentioned before, we are going to 
move out of this house, where Gtinter's predecessors have been living for 14 years. 
The house had been confiscated by the former government just when it was completed 
and had been given back to the owner (who is working in the U.S.A.) in April. The 
owner thinks that he can gain all the money he lost from us, not taking into account 
that we have put all the improvements in. Never mind, we found another house, which 
is bigger, more comfortable and the owner has guaranteed a fixed rent for our 
remaining 3 years. Between two journeys, nameiy to Nairobi for a week to celebrate 
Gtinter's 60th birthday (we were lucky enough to win 2 tickets and the hotel 
accommodation at a Hilton sponsored golf competition here at the British Embassy 
Golf Club) and on the 9th of September to Harare for almost a month we have to do 
the moving. At the moment I am not very keen of the idea to move houses but I am 
sure the enthusiasm will come with doing it. 

Phyllis, we sincerely hope you are well and enjoying live. When we are in Harare we 
shall try to get into contact with Sukhthy and her family. We have met little Buck but 
not the new anival. Take care of yourself! 

Much love from j . ~ r kt CJM, ot UL 
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