
Dear Phyl, 

8555 Silver Spur 
Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

November 16, 1997 

Thank you for your notes! Your letter about Zuma was great! 
There are so many wonderful people like him, as you say, different 
from Thabo et al. Ngoako seems to be doing well! Is he enjoying 
it? 

Thank you for saying Dad was a great guy. Yes, he was 
brilliant. Also generous, he re-mortgaged our small home so I 
could spend a year studying in France to learn another language 
fluently. He himself never had a passport and his parents refused 
to let him speak German to his grandmother so he would learn only 
'American.' Therefore, he could not talk with his grandmother who 
lived with them (1915-1922 - dates are significant here). He paid 
for my BA, the first one from both sides of the family ( 1/2 
English, 1/4 Irish, 1/4 German) to get a college education. His 
father was a laborer and they were very poor. 

But he was also racist and sexist--a product of his American 
generation. I learned to stop talking about politics when I 
finally grew up about age 23. I never brought friends home. He 
controlled my mom and my sister (deceased) quite severely -- I am 
the one who escaped enough to admire his good qualities and stay 
out of the way of his bad. Had the advantage of being little 
sister and watching the mistakes others made. 

He had a high sense of morals so he couldn't really denigrate 
my activism against the Vietnam War (street take-overs, demos, FBI 
file etc.) or for a free Southern Africa and Central America. He 
knew what large corporations and US policy did. He ran a small 
factory making railroad equipment, with high standards not only of 
production but in treatment of workers; he was fair to the Nth 
degree, loaned them money, let them off work for family crises, 
etc. The corporate owners screwed him over as wel 1 as the 
workers, but he personalized it to specific owners not the system. 
I learned not to talk about the system. Because he was self-matle 
(became a mechanical engineer with only two years of college and . 
the rest self-taught - the 1930s Depression), the system worked 
for him. 

As you know, I hate the American system so much I decided not 
to have children, probably the best decision of my life. I did notr 
want to bring up 1 i ttle Americans and thought al 1 my counter
teaching would be in vain. Most Americans are polygamous; we just 
do it sequentially. Thompson was the name of my first husband-
who is a victim of the Vietnam Wa~ ; he was totally against the war 
but was conscripted to a heavy cruiser bombing the hell out of N 



and ~ Vi o+-n:::.m from 15 miles offshore for 9 months ( I w·as home 
teaching at an all black college, protesting the war and being the 
~,'·Jhi te '-"Jam.an obser~.rer for black i...rorker strikes in Virginia. It 
worked; the police would not club people so much if I and other 
well-dressed whities wandered up and down across the street from 
the picket lines; we were working with ~he SCLC which had this 
tactic). My husband turned to poetry (he's excellent) and booze. 
I left him because he hated Africa and would not even go to a 
documentary film about the struggle; he also expected me to wait 
on him, all the time. He happily remarried and had a child but 
then i•1ent into drugs, is diagnosed schizophrenic, is a street 
person in LA. His second wife is afraid to let him see the child, 
and she is right. 

Why didn't I change my name? Back to my patriarchal father? 
No thanks. I decided all American last names represent the 
father/man so it didn't matter which one I had. When Bud and I got 
together, there was no question I would take his. So the B. in the 
middle is for Bretz, that's enough. 

Ha, you didn't ask for an autobiography. Sorry ::.bout that. 
I guess I wanted to share that my dad was part of the American 
culture that permitted the Rosenbergs to be executed, for he 
believed in ~ he system. We could not talk about our differences, 
but I eventually could accept his attributes. 

Glad to hear you are well. Bud is off to · nacca, Calcutta, 
Allahabad, Delhi and Ludhiana from December !-January 4. He will 
be honored in Dacca for leading the grass-roots group that opposed 
US support of Pakistani massacres of Bengalis (Nixon was using 
Pakistan good offices to open ping-pong diplomacy with China, 
Kissinger was tight with Karachi). It is the 25th anniversary of 
independence from Pakistan. I'm so glad Bud is going. I am flying 
Mom out here with her aide for Christmas - 3 weeks, to get her out 
of the house a bit. Shari, with husband, and Mom's great-grandson 
(7 yrs) will come for the long weekend. So at least this time, Bud 
escapes family a bi t--which I very much wanted. He needs a 
breather. 

See -- you preferred when I wasn't writing! hee, hee 
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