
#4 Glenariff, 
96 Umbilo Road, 
Durban 4001. 
SOuth Africa. 

Tel 031- 213744 

Friday 31st October, 1997. 

My dear Kenneth, 

\ 

I hope this letter gets to you. Ive just found out that the 
Supreme Court has become High Court. When did all this happen. 

This is to congratulate you and to tell you how proud I am of 
you. How hard you worked to get to where you are. I salute 
you. 

Your photograph shows you have spread out. I think you need to 
watch that as it will not stand you good stead when you get 
older. I am 70 now and have spread out quite a bit and this 
has created havoc on my health. • 

Now that you are judge I cannot invite you to tea. 
awful. 

Take care. 

Sincerely, 

Phyllis Naidoo 
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MR JUSTICE KENNETH MTHIYANE: the province's first African judge. 

He~s made it the hard way 
Ingrid Oellermann 

. ed High Court Judge, Mr Justice 
Khayelihle Kenneth Mthiyane, 
were borl\ at a time he held down 

Westville-Durban and lectured in High 
Court practice at the practical training 
school for attorneys at the University of 
Natal in Durban. · 

He also became prominent while serving I
HE aspirations of recently appoint-

1 *' ~· _ a job as.a post office clerk.between 
as a member of the commission of inquiry 
iny_estigating,corruption and,other .irregular------'-= 
ities in the KwaZulu Natal health service. 1965 and 1967. 

KwaZulu Natal's first African judge and a 
staunch campaigner for human rights, Mr 
Justice Mthiyane's appointment on October 
15 has been widely welcomed in legal cir
cles. For the man who started out his work
ing life as a general labourer in 1962 in a bid 
to supplement the meagre family income, 
the judicial appointment seems like an 
impossible dream come true. 

The son of a domestic worker, Mr Justice 
Mthiyap_ e paid for his own education after 
being ihspired to become a lawyer through 
contact with professional, progressive and 
educatetl people while employed as a post 
office clerk at Durban's General Post Office. 

"Even ten years ago, I would not have 
believed that this day would come." 

Born in Ndwedwe in 1944, Mr Justice 
Mthiyane embarked on his legal career as an 
articled clerk in 1972 after obtaining a 
B Juris · through Unisa. He subsequently 
obtained his LLB (1984) and LLM (1994) at 
the University of Natal, Durban. He has 
practised as an advocate since 1984 and took 
silk in 1995. 

For many years he devoted his practice to 
human rights-related work in KwaZulu Natal 
and in the Eastern Cape. · 

Mr Justice Mthiyane held the post of 
chairman of the Council of the University of 

He is a past member of the council of the 
Society of Advocates, and was a Constitu
tional law reporter for the Durban and Coast 
Local Division of the Supreme Court being 
appointed by ' the editors of the- South 
African Law Reports. 

He was chairman of the Durban branch of 
National Association of Democratic Lawyers 
in 1995/96. His practice centred on civil liti
gation, appeals, labour disputes, arbitrations 
and commissions of inquiry, apart from 
criminal trials. 

At the height of the unrest between 1984 
and 1989 his practice was almost exclusively 
limited to human rights-related issues. 

Mr Julian von Klemperer, president of the 
Natal Law Society, said the society welcomed 
Mr Justice Mthiyane's appointment. 

"He has always been known as a lawyer of 
great ability and integrity. He was our soci
ety's nominee as chairman of the one-man 
commission into the allocation of municipal 
conveyancing work in Durban. He was also 
the unanimous joint nominee of the Natal 
Law Society, Nadel and the Black Lawyers 
Association. . 

When his nomination for a judgeship 
went forward to the Judicial Services Com
mission it was supported by the council of 
the NLS," Mr von Klemperer said. 




