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Dear Phyllis
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sorry for the delay, but here it goes :

~

I think that firstly, each character/activist revolutio
nary described needs more content and
definition . I understand your point that how well
do we know anyone in our lives . True, but then
the description needs to touc h the clothes, the hair,
the face, the eyes, the way they talked and
walked-in short, the "vividness" of their life.
Secondly : because it is or it has to be a series of
portraits and apartheid and oppression have to
appear in each one, there is a tendency to be onedimensional in the reference to Moloch. I think
the descriptions of the cops in Capetown is good
and we need more of that and also a bit more
on the actual legislation involved .
Thirdly- I think Mandla Langa and Wally Serote
tried to describe the meaning of being in the
movement, and bette r what was the movement
and how ordinary people were led to extraordin
ary
results.Y ou are correct to focus on the people as
well as the leaders, for me the leaders are the
least interesting in any account and I am naturally
inclined (I suppose as a sociologist to always
look at the engine·room) to look for their voice.
But again, making the movement itself the
subject of your description, needs to also paint its
fragile nature and the little heroisms that kept it
alive .So Lang a and Serote might have some hints
.
Fourthly: cities like Durban, Capetown, wha t's
that place with the minedumps in gauteng? And
of
course Maseru, Lusa ka and so on need more prese
nce. We need to know how they appeared to
the writer as home, as strange and as spaces thro
ugh which• exile was experienced.
Fifthly- and this is the most difficult part: the loss
of your loved ones. There is so much pain in
those pages which is there but at the same time
muted through your discipline as a revolutionary
which makes it difficult for anyone to comment.
But let me dare- I think you should let your love
for them have a grea ter say and as their mother
let them speak more, say more, do more . Because
I believe that the value of your manuscript is not
only about the "portraiture" of the movement
but also about their memory (and the threads of
solidarity must be intertwined with the bonds of
affection and love)
Let' s talk.
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