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The 
INDIAN IN NATAL 

Is he the Victim of Oppression ? 

h•.ue d under the allspices of t he Durban C ity Counc il and the Durban Joint Ward s Commiilee 

: 



FOREWORD 

• 
The "Asiatic Land Tenure and Indian Representation Act, 1946," a fter 

full discussion, passed both Houses of the South African Parliament and wa s 
placed on the Statute Book of the Union. 

It is not that. It · s an 
plicated domestic prob em, 

from a section of the Indian popu -
ct" and ave represented it as a n 
hem in subjection, and to deprive 

fundamentally differei;,-...w.~tlEE~.t01;..ta11W.f,k.iElHi 

solve a ve y difficult and com -
means w;hereby two races 

_ y dwell together in pea ce 
and harmony. 

This Brochure ai , s at furrI°shffl' that India s in South Africa 
are not oppressed. Their propert is pr Their ch' d ren are educated. 
Their sick are nursed. Their peo:i:il Sport, a usement and enter-
tainment are provided for t~em. sions are gran d to them. Transport 
facilities are put at their d1~0 rt, all the ame ities of civilised life are 
made available to them. Th to practi e their own religious rites, 
and to enjoy their own forms o orship. They are well off in all these respects 
as they would be in India; better inaeed espec'ally in the opportunities which they 
have for acquiring wealth. The early Ind ians who came to South Africa were, a s 
Gandhi said, " Asiatic labourers, from densely populated areas in India, belonging 
to the lowest classes. They were," he added, " living in a sta te of semi-
starvation.'' 

The pictures in this Brochure speak for themselves. They are clear 
evidence of the fact that the alleged disabilities put upon Indians by the 
"Asiatic Land Tenure and Indian Representation Act " have no existence in 
reality. 



Indian Children on the way to School. 

GOVERNMENT PROVISION FOR INDIAN EDUCATI 

In 1932 the Natal Provincial Council spent £25,000 
yeor (1946/7) the amount spent will be £354,000. 

In 25 years the enrolment of Indian scholars has risen 
and the number of teachers from 132 to 1,072. 

The Provincial Government is now spending 
scholar---double the amount spent in 1942. 

Every school day of the year 34,000 Indian children get a free meal at their 
school, at a cost to the Province of £71,000 per annum. 

Seventy-five per cent. of Indian school children in Natal are receiving free 
education. 

By the end of the fina ncial year in 1947 £1,994,486 will have been spen by 
the Province of Natal since 1935 on Indian education. 

SAFETY FIRST 
* The modern street is fraught with danger and " Safety First " has become one 

of the necessary slogans of the times. 

* The protection of children on the way to school is especially called for, as 
youngsters are by no means as careful as they might be; nor are the drivers 
of motor cars. 

Police protection for school children at street crossings is one of the urgent 
duties of those whose job it is to ward off accidents. 

ildren are duly looked after in this direction and the Native police
s much praise for the care that he takes of them. 

The same care is extended to them as to the children of Europeans. 

ndian Children Safeguarded on the Way to School. 
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Indian School Children, School and Grounds. 

for Indian 
Schools for Indian children are well built, airy 
of view. 

,; There are ample playgrounds attached where the pupils enga e in the SR 

and amusements that are usually associated with such institutio s. Th 
happy and care-free and profit not only by the instruction gi 
classes, but by the many other accompaniments of school life. 

,:, One of the principal difficulties of Indian primary education is 
Indian teachers, of whom there is a marked shortage, hampering 
in numerous directions. 

The Director of Education for Natal had occasion recently to point this out. 
"Fine buildings are no good without teachers," he said, and he appealed to 
young Indians to come forward and devote their lives to the teaching pro
fession. 

Indian Education depends in no small degree on Indian teachers being forth
coming. 

SAS TRI COLLEGE 
GOVERNMENT HfGH SCHOOL AND TRAINING CENTRE 

The idea of Sastri College fi rst took shape in the mind of the Right Honour

able Srinivasa Sastri, who formed a representative Committee and initiated the 
fund for the erection of the building. 

O n completion it was taken over by the Provincial Administration and has 
been maintained from Government funds. 

It h been much enlarged since it was opened and is now approximately 
its origi 1 size. All enlargements have been at Government expense. 

The Headm ster is a European, and there are several other Europeans on 

* * * 

College- Government High School for Indians. 



Training Centre. 

Indian Children learning to pby at Training Centre. 

COMPLETE LACK OF 
INDIAN NURSES 

* There are 113,440 Indians in the City of Durban. 

There is not one fully qualified Indian nurse in the city. Indian girls are very 
reluctant to undergo training for the Nursing Profession. 

The nursing of Indian sick has to be done by African Native nurses. 

There re 200 beds in the Government Springfield Tuberculosis Hospital
unoccupied. because Indian nurses are not available. 

Indians have been told by the authorities that not until there is a surplus 
nurse for their own people will these girls be allowed to nurse 

five Indian nurses in training. 

This is a stigma on Indians, and the question is what are they going to do 
about it? 

ndian children being attended to by Zulu nurse. 



Residences 
Indians 

of 
• 

Well - to 
Durba 

Indians have dubbed the "Asiatic Land Tenure 
Act, 1946," the "Ghetto Act." 

Either they do not know what a Ghetto is or they are deliberately 
senting things for propaganda purposes. 

The houses shown in this picture belong to and are occupied by Indians. 

They are situated on one of the best roads in Durban. 

THE SO-CALLED " GHETTO ACT " PERMITS INDIANS TO LIVE IN THEM 
FOR SO LONG AS THEY PLEASE. 

The rateable value of Asiatic-owned properties in Durban increased by nearly 
£2,000,000 between 1938/39 and 1944/ 45. 

Why • 
Indians acquire 

Immovable Property 
··· Indians claim that they desire to acquire immovable property as an outlet 

for surplus capital. 

* Information extracted from the Deeds Registry Office, Pietermaritzburg, reveals 
that the total purchase price of properties acquired by Asiatics in Durban 
between August, 1942, and December, 1945, was £1,204,314. 

Bond registered simultaneously with the purchase of properties amounted to 
£647,96 53 per cent. of the total purchase price. 

The inferen is that it is not an outlet for surplus capital which Indians de-
sire, but pro 'sing speculations financed with borrowed money. 

The rateable v ue of fixed property in Asiatic ownership in Durban at the 
end of 1945 was £4,691,860. 

signs of an oppressed people ? 

More Indian Homes in Durban. 



RESIDENTIAL FLA TS 
FOR INDIANS 

* Blocks of residential flats have, from time to time, been built in Durban by 
Indian speculators, and to-day are occupied by Indian tenants. 

* 

* 

* 

The block shown in this picture cost £15,570 to build and fa in the heart of 
the City. There are many other similar blocks in Durban. 

There is no restriction (except some town-planning bye-laws 
equally to all races) against the building of such blocks by 
Indians in Durban. 

The "Asiatic Land Tenure and Indian Representation Act, 1 46," does 
affect in any way the right of Indians to occupy such pro 
they may be situated, for so long as the Indians themselve 

Indian Residential Flats in Durban. 

Housing Scheme, Springfield, Durban. 

of a Municipal Sc:heme for Indian Housing. A boycott of 
ian leaders has caused heavy loss to the Municipality. As 

a matter of fact th loss on Indian Housing Schemes has been greater than that 
incurred on Europ an Houslng Schemes. The whole of the loss has had to be 
met out of the eneral Rates. 

Every fort that could be made by the Corporation was made to help the 
Indian Co munity. 

summary of Durban Corporation Housing Schemes for Indians as at 30th 
une, 1946, reflects the following : 

Houses Cost 

* (A) Completed Schemes 675 £421 ,533 
* (B) Schemes under construction 258 £197,437 

* (C) Post-War Development Programme 17,600 £12,368,000 

* (D) Total Houses provided and contemplated 18,533 £12,986,970 

Indian Housing is being provided as rapidly as post-war difficulties will 
permit. 



ENTERT Al NM ENT • • • 
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The Avalon 
The Avalon Theatre is in the heart of Durban. 

It is owned and run by Indians, for Indians. 

Theatre 

The films shown are Indian films, and the actors and actresses are In 
The " bright particular stars " of the Indian Theatre are seen on the s 
from time to time. 

It is one of the best patronised Cinemas in Durban and is 
for the Indians of the City. 

Indian 

The Avalon Theatre is the Indian Forum in Durban. Indians enj9y every facility for sport. 

SPORT 
* Indians are k en golfers. A golf course is included in their Sports Grounds 

provided by he Municipality. 

* is popular and " Soccer " m a tches are arranged and p layed by In -
ians with great gusto. For some ye::irs past Inter-Provincial Tournaments 

have periodically been held at various centres, and these fixtures excite wide
spread interest among the Indian community. 

* In every possible way the Indian is encouraged to indulge in Sport, and 
freely avails himself of the opportunities presented to him. 

* At present there is under consideration by the City Council a scheme for 
providing additional sports grounds-including one for Indians at an estimated 

cost of £87,315. 



Crowd at 

An exciting Association Football Match. 

BOXING 
* Boxing is one f the popular sports in South Africa. 

* 

and are always in evidence when 
people being knocked about; not 

Indians are s keen on it as Europeans, 
there f~n~ ht on. It is fun to see other 
such / be knocked about yourself! 

But tne man who takes the punishment takes it voluntarily, so whose business 
it but his own? 

'~ Boxing Matches in Durban are usually held in the City Hall, the centre of 
civic life, and this is as available for Indians as for Europeans. 

,:, In the picture interested members of both races are to be seen in the audi
ence. 

* A suitable opponent for the " Brown Bomber" has not been found yet, but he 
is coming along-Perhaps ! 



Indian Business Premises in Durban. 

Trading Licences in 
are Significant 

Aerated and Mineral Water Dealers 
Bakers 
Butchers 
E'.lting House Keepers 
Fresh Produce Dealers 
General Dealers 
Hawkers 
Pedlars 
Laundry Businesses 
Motor Garages 
Restaurants 

NUMBER OF LI CENCES 
HELD BY HELD BY 

EUROPEANS INDIANS 

295 
20 

111 
27 

470 
1,952 

16 
16 

208 
398 

3,513 

286 
5 

77 
13 

493 
1,219 

42 
1,596 

106 
22 

173 

4,032 

99.0% 
86 9% 
9.6% 

30.3% 

53.4% 

It will be seen from the above figures that Indians in Durban, far from being 
al a disadvantage as compared with Europeans in matters oi trade facilities, 
are really better off. 

Trading licence figures for the Province of Natal (exclusive of Durban) are 
also full of significance. 

Weenen Town Board 
Pinetown 
Colenso 
Pietermari tzburg 
Howick 
Port Shepstone 
Estcourt 
Isipingo Rail 
Harding 
Newcastle 
Ladysmith 
Tongaa 

NUMBER OF LICENCES 
HELD BY HELD BY 

EUROPEANS IN DI ANS 

8 
51 
13 

681 
46 
44 
61 
2 

10 
64 
98 
16 

1,094 

16 
52 
40 

532 
39 
73 
34 
33 
6 

65 
108 
134 

1,132 

PERCENTAGE 
HELD BY 
IN DI ANS 

66.66% 
50.49% 
75.47% 
43.86% 
45.88% 
62.39% 
35.79% 
94.29% 
37.50% 
50.39% 
52.40% 
89.30% 

50.90% 

is being squeezed out so icu as trade facilities 

Municipal Market 



Natal an Economic 
for Indians 

The average annual per capita income of Indians in 
less than £5 a year. 

* The average Indian in Natal is at least seven times 
p'.:ltriot in India. 

,:, Not a few Indians in Natal have acquired fortunes of considerable ~· en
sions. In the last two years the following wills were filed in the Supr e 
Court, Pietermaritzburg : 

Dawood Ebrahim Asmail £45,929 roughly 183,716 dollars 
Naransin Bodasing £127,985 511,940 
Omar Haiee Amod Jhavert £28,424 113,696 
Rubby Krestna £15,661 62,644 
Dada Osman £13,110 52,440 
Ebrahim Suliman Vawsa £20,450 81,800 
Hans Maghraih £43, 11 O 172,440 
Vythilingam Valayntham Pillay £49,853 199,412 

* Not much suggestion of oppression here. is there? 

• 

Indians and the 

PROFESSIONS 
* In Natal the learned professions are open to Indian students, and many are 

taking advantage of this. 

The Universities are open to Indian matriculated students on the same basis 
as Europeans. 

* Indians ave their lawyers and doctors, their teachers and professional men 
generally. Their advocates are admitted to the Supreme Court and numbers 
of them ha lucrative practices. 

Indian professio al men are fully recognised in Natal and labour under no 
more disadvanta es than attach to professional men of other races. 

Artis s in the making-Indian children being taught to paint. 



Sheep Carcases at the Municipal 

SLAUGHTER 
PRIVllEGES FOR 

··· The religious scruples of a large proportion of Indians do not p rmil o 
eating beef. 

,; Even the flesh of other animals, if killed under the same roof 
" unclean " to them. 

,:, Consequently, at the Municipal Slaughter House, Indians have 
the firs t call on mutton. 

,; During the war, there were periods when a ll the mutton available went to 
Indians, and ordinarily they get something like 80 per cent. of ii. 

,:, Further, to meet the demands of Indians for the complete segregation of 
livestock at the Slaughter House, the Durban Corporation provided a separate 
building at a cost of £35,000, and because, from their point of view, meat 
must be eaten the same day as ii is killed, they were allowed to remove 
sheep carcases at 6 a.m., whereas other butchers had to wail until 12 noon 
before doing so. 

,:, In the matter of meat Indians have had preferential treatment. 

INDIAN FISHERMEN 
* In the City of Durban Indians have a monopoly of in-shore fishing with nets. 

* The business they do in this particular line is very remunerative. 

* A single catch sometimes realises as much as £250. 

The fish shown in the illustration a re garrick. 

The trade has its ups and downs, of course, but in-shore fishing provide3 
many Indians in Durban w ith a comfortable living, especially when meat is 
as s::::a as ii has been in recent months. 

For some ti e good fresh fish has been at a premium and in-shore fisher-

men have do well. 

* * * 

A Good Catch ! 
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Indians being X-Rayed at the McCord Clinic. 

INDIANS 
and 

• • • 

* Tuberculosis is very prevalent among Durban Indians and the Crty helps h m 

* 

to fight against it. 

Over the year 1945/46 without cost to those concerned 
4,885 contacts were tuberculin-tested, screened or X-Rayed; 
2,975 visits were made to patients' homes; and 1,080 Indian 
were cared for in hospital. 

tuberculotics 

Whilst the Indian bread-winners are in hospital, the City Health Depart
ment arranges grants-in-aid for necessitous families. Until the bread-winner 
recovers, a municipally-employed Indian Health Assistant invariably acts as 
the family helper. 

* The City Council has recently erected and equipped an ultra modern clinic, 
where facilities are available for routine radiography and out-patient treat
ment of the Indian population. 

* It is intended to provide a special polyclinic for Indians in the near future. 

* All these services are free of charge. 

* The Government also makes special prov1s1on for dealing with tuberculosis. 

-;s: 

Dr. B. A. Dormer, Chief Tuberculosis Officer for the Union, has set aside 200 
beds at the Springfield TB Centre for Indian cases, but these cannot be used 
until there are Indian nurses to look after the patients. 

The beds are available, but the staff is not. The Government has launched 
a n emergency scheme to train 3,000 Native African nurse-aides to meet the 
shorta ge in this direction, but the Indians have been told that not until there is 
a surplus of Native nurses for their own people will these girls be asked to 
nurse Indians. 

* · "The res onsibility for the success or failure of the fight against tuberculosis 
among Ind~s," it has recently been said, "is in the hands of the Indians 
the:nselves. '-Chis is a vital aspect which the Indian people must consider 
in all its seriotis implications. Too long have the Indian people allowed the 
Europeans and fricans to supply nurses for their sick." 

obvious that this charge is entirely un-



An Indian woman being taught how to prepare food for tuberculotics. 

HOSPITALISATION OF 
INDIAN IMMIGRANTS 

* In law, Indian immigrants a re " those Indians introduced into Natal in terms 
of the Indian Immigration Laws, and their descendants in Natal. " 

For the hospitalisation of such, there have been created 9 Medical Centres, 
as they are called, and 3 Central Ho3pitals, one of which is in Durban. 

17,878 male adult Indian immigrants ore employed in the 9 Medical Circles. 

Indian immigrants are entitled to free medical services and hos
the expense of their employers. 

are also entitled to free medical service 

this respect, is " on a good wicket ! " 

S . Aidan's Mission (Indian) Hospital, Durban. 



Durban Indian Traffic Centre. 

TRANSPORT • • • 

European and Non-Eu ope 
The Durban Corporation Transport Fleet comprises 

Included in this Fleet are 8 trolley-buses and 10 single-deck 
set aside entirely for non-European use. 

Out of the total Fleet of 203 vehicles, 8,522 seats a re apportioned 
peans and 3, 110 to non -Europeans. 

In addition, there are 211 privately owned passenger vehicles operating 
(under a Government licence or concession) on non-European Services. The 
total seating capacity of these vehicles - an Indian monopoly entirely - is 
8,230. 

From this it will be seen that the total seats provided for Europeans is 8,522, 
and for non-Europeans I 1.340. 

Has the Indian any complaint in this direction ? 

RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE 
::: There is complete Religious Liberty in South Africa. 

k C 1 d or otherwise is free to worship God 
Every man-White, Blac , o oure conscience, without let or hindrance from according to the dictates of his own 
those who do not share his views. 

Religious exhibitionism is one of the features of Indian cults, ~nd once ~ ye~r 
public displays of Fire Wal king by the initiated may be w1 tnessed m t e 
precincts of Durban. 

Europeans 
them. 

arvel at these displays, but no attempt is made to interfere with 

Temples in the City are exempted from rates. 

Fire Walker being " prepared " for his ordeal. 



Some Pertinent Questions 
Indians protest against the treatment they receive in South Africa . They 

complain to the world about what they call "THE GHETTO ACT." 

• 
Will they answer the following Questions ? 

(I) Is there any country in the world where Indians are better treated than 
they are in South Africa ? 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

(1 1) 

(12) 

(13) 

Are Indians 
Africa? 

A 

India as they are in South 

a s high a leve l ? 

respect for age, more 
hand when they are 

lower? 
a level 

Are there as · any opportunities JY<lcquiring wealth there ? 

Why did the Indians who-"ecrnreto South Africa as indentured labourers 
show so much reluctance to return to India at the expiration of their 
contracts? 

(14) If the Indian's lot in South Africa is so bad, why wa s it that so few 
of them were willing to accept a free passage back to their 
own country? 

These are questions that have often been asked, but up till now they have 
never been answered. 

Why not? 



IJMtA-zl Ml~SION 

RESERV!. 

1 n d 1 a n 

EXEMPTED AREAS-Free to both Eu.-opean and Asiatics 

CONTROLLED AREAS - Sales to and occupation by 
Asiatics subject to permit, but their existing rights 
are protected. 

OLD BOROUGH OF DURBAN 
13 square miles. 

Oce a 

prior to 1932: area 

1t 

of 
~ 'Har-bour 
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