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From: Phyllis Naidoo <phyllie@iafrica.com> 
To: David Gonzalez <ceamo@c3eniai.inf.cu...-
Date: Tuesday, September 21, 1999 8:40 PM 

Subject: SYSPOSIUM ON RACE RECONCILIATIO AND THE TRC 

TUESDAY 21ST SEPTEMBER, 1999. at 5pm 

David, 

I think that I told you about this symposium, in my last email before the 
weekend and asked whether you had any concerns you wish me to raise . But 
you have not responded. Have you received it? 
My server has just told me they are upgrading my service and it should 
improve. Heres hoping. Maybe I should change. 
However back to the symposium. As Y.2.,U know its ages since I have been to 
this type of academic blustering. did tell Kiru that I wanted a copy of 
the proceedings for you. He phoned later to say a panelist had phoned to say 
that he could not make it. Would I take his place. I cannot string two 
sentences together without looking for words in mid sentences. So I agreed 
with him promising that I will be OK. 
He picked me up this morning at 7 .45am . 
Judge Hassan Mall is very ill on dialysis, after a 3 pronged by pass. He is 
so ill that he does not attend Nelson's inauguration on Thursday the 23rd. 
He could not attend today. 
Ramashala the principal took us through her role in the TRC. Something about 
methodology- which you had much use of in your presentation. Beyond me. 
She heard for the first time the horrors of apartheid. I made my submission 
when she was on the TRC panel. She had not heard about my bombed arse or the 
assassination of my son. Everyone did. So the TRC improved her knowledge of 
SA. She spent time in the States studying. But her hair was the right 
texture and she has the right colour with many letters behind her name that 
the new democracy needs. So she was voted into the panel. She is scared of 
me. 
Anyway she did us all proud. 
John was first, he was very good. No bullshitting, no candles for 
atmosphere, no crying. Just plain analysis. Then Prof Magwaza the 
psychologist did the individual trauma. This is the problem. All of us need 
therapy - but how do you deal with a nation that needs therapy. 
All the while I prepared questions that I thought I would raise. 
The panel of comme tators were Andreas O'Shea, Garth Le Pere (did not come) 
Mar1an Padychee uournalist) a scholar from uthrect (SP) university from the 
Netherlands and me. I asked to be last. 
All the questions I prepared I forgot . I just asked the period of the TRC 
1960 until 1994. Can that be the story of our colonialisation ? I cannot 
remember it all, but I got an applause that stunned everyone. 
John says to me, now I know why they dont want you on the Senate. You are a 
rabble rouser. Well you will see the tape maybe 4 month from now. I will 
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put it in the post as soon as I receive it. Then you can take issue with me. 
If you find this letter tacky - then you should know that I am in an awful 
mood. Sometimes you have the knack of calming me down. I am hoping that 
writing to you will do that. 
On Sunday, Viro brought his machine down here sawig he could not work with 
anyone and he was best on his own. I corrected and Kiru came in and helped. 
I promised Kiru lunch thinking Reg would cook. But she left early to visit 
her son. We were supposed to complete on Sunday night. There was no way 
that was to happen. We worked till 2.30am. Next moning we set to work. All 
these included visitors Viros - eating drinking cups of coffee. 
ON monday Manoo and Clinton joined us and others came in and there was so 
much talking and no work.Last night we worked till midnight and I was 
pr-omised it would be ready for 2pm today. 
When lreturned from the symposium they were in March. I was devastated. I 
tried to sleep but could not. I was going to ask them to give it up and go 
home - there would be no Diary. Then I just sat here and started writing to 
you. 
Reg tells me that there were so many visitors . The sink told me that there 
were so many to lunch and coffee. She says I am too lenient with them. AM I 
? 
They had promised to have it ready by the 15th August . We have spent time 
working. You saw that. I have paid them R25,000.00 . I have paid the 
printer some R20,000.00. 
It is 8.35 the news is on. We had dinner. My sister feels she has to do 
something and cooks and cooks. So we eat and eat. Then I washed dishes and 
cleaned up the floor. I am much better, and will improve. So don1 worry. 
Why do you say I dont need your advice. I only said that after I told you 
about the money I was borrowing and did not want you to discuss it. I was 
feeling terrible and I could not have you giving me a dressing down. I need 
you more than you know. If you did you would not have treated me the Vtay you 
did. You know what you did. So I dont need to spell it out. 
Carmen from JHB is coming at 9pm and will stay over. Viro goes home tonight 
so that we have an extra bed. 
Must go now. Thank you for being with me. phyllie 
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